THE PASSING THRONG

A GREAT DAY IN THE HISTORY OF

THE TABERNACLE,

e Twenty-fiith Anniversary of Rev. Dr.
Talmage's rocklyn Pastorato—An Elo-
quent, Appropriste Disconrse — Preaching
to Twenty-five Million Souls.

Broogrey, Moy 6.—This was n rrear
day in the hiisfory of the Brooklyu Tab-
ernacle.  The figares in flowers, back of
the platicrm—I1800 and 1804—indicat-
t1 Rev, Dr. Talmage's timo of coming
to Brooklym ond the prosimt celelration
und were introdactory to the great meot.-
ings in honor of Dr., Talmage’s pastar-
ate to take place on the following Thurs.
duy and Frilﬁt_\'. presided over by the
muyor of the city and the ex-secrotary of
the havy, General Tracy, and to be par-
ticipated in by senators and governors
anid prominent men from north, south,
east and west.  The subject of the ser-
mon today was “The Generations, ' the
text being Eeclesiastes 1, 4, *‘One gen-
erption passeth away, and another genes-
ation ecometh, **

According to the longovity of people
in their particnlar century has a gener-
ation been ealled 100 years, or 50 years,
or 30 yenrs. By common consent in our
nineteenth century a generation is fixed
at 25 years.

The largest procession that ever moy-
ed is the procession of years, and the
greatest arny that ever marched is the
nrmy of generations, In each genera-
tion there are about nine full regiments
of days. These 8,120 days in ench gener-
ation marcly with wonderful precision.
They never break ranks They never

gronud armg. They never pitch tents |

They never halt. They are never off on
furlongh. They came out of the eterni-
ty past, und they move on townrd the
eternity futore. They cross rivers with-
out any bridge or boats. The 600 im-
mortalsof the Crimen dashing into them
cause no confusion.  They move as rap-
idly at miduight as at midnoon. Their
haversaoks are full of good bread and
bittor nloes, clusters of richest vintage
and bottles of sgonizing tears,. With a
regular tread that no order of *“‘dou-
ble quick” ean hasten or obstacle can
slacken, their tramp s on and on and
on and on while mountains crumhble
and pyramids die. *One generaticn
passeth, and another generation com-
eth. '
A Generation,
This is my twenty-fifth auniversary
sermon—I1860 and 1804 It is 25 years
since 1 assumed the Brooklyn pastorate.
A whele-genoration has passed.  Three
generations we have known—that which
preceded our own, that which is now at
the front, and the one eoming on. We
ure at the heels of our predeccssors, and
our suocessors are at our heels. What a
generation it was that preceded vl We
who are now in the front regiment ave
the only ones competent to tell the new
generation: just now coming in sight
who our predecessors were. Biography
cannot tell it.  Autobiography can-
not tell it. Biographies are generally
written by special friends of the depart-
ed—perhaps by wife or son or daughter—
and they only tell the good things. The
biographers of one of the first presi-
dents of the United States make no rec-
ard of the president’s account books,
now in the archives at tho eapitol,
which I have seen, telling how much
he lost or gained daily at the gaming
table. The biographers of one of the
early secretarics of the United States
never described the scene that day wit-
nessed when the secretary was carried
dead drunk from the state apartments
to his own home, Autobiography is
written by the man himself, and no one
would record for futare times his own
weaknesses and moral defloits, Those
who keep diaries put down only things
that read well. No man or woman that
aver lived wonld dare to make full reo-
ord of all the thooghts and words of o
lifetime. 'We who saw and heard muoch
of the generation moarching just ahead
of us are far more abld than any book
to deseribe accarately to our smocessors
who our predecessors were.  Very much
like ourselves, thank -yon, Human na-
ture in them very mmeh like human na-
ture in na. At our time of life they were
vory much like we now are. At the
time they were in their teens they were
very much like you are in your teens,
and at the time they were in their twen-
ties they were very much like you are
in yoor twentics. Huoman natare got an
awfnl rwist nnder a froit tree in Eden,
and though the grace of God does much
to straighten things every new gener-
ation has the same twist, and the same
work of straightening out has to be done
over again.
Twenly-five Vears Haok,

A mother in the country distriots, ex-
pecting the neighbors at her table on
somé gala night, had with her own hands
uwrranged everything in taste, and ns sho
wns about to turn from it to receive her
guests saw her little child by necident
upset o pitcher all over the white eloth
and soll everything, and the mother
lifted her hand to slap tho child, but
she  suddenly remembered the time
when a litzle ohdld herself, in her
futher's honse, where they had al
ways before been used to candles on the
purchase of a lamp, which was o mat-
Lor of ravity wnd pride, ghe took it in
her hands and dropped it, crasshing into
Piecad, and looking up in ber father's
fuee, expecting chastisement, heard only
tho words, “It is a sad loes, but never
mind; you did not mean to do it."

History repeats itself Generations
wonderfully alike. Among that gener-
&tin that is past, ns in our own, and
& it will be in tho generation follow.
iz us, those who sucoeeded became
the target, shot at by those who did not
#occewdl  Im these times, as io ours, &
fan's  bitterest enemiles werd  those
Whom he lad befriended and helped
Hates jealondies and revenges were just
fa lively in 1966 as in 1504, Hypoorisy

hs waong the locomotives, Tha tallow
candles saw the same sing that aro now
found nnder the electrio lighta. Home-
SN was  Jact as prowd as is the mod-
e fashion plate.  Twenty-five Feurs—
Fen, 25 centorics—lnve not changed
hmnan nature a partiole, I say this for
the encouragement of thees who think
tint our times nonapotize all the alom.
inations of the

Oue minute

s,
alter Adum got ontside
of paradise he was just like yom, O

« man! One sty fier Eve loft tho gate
U Was it liko yon, O wonan! All
the fanlts and vices are many times con-
marinns,. Yea, the vities Sodom, (lo-
niorrah,  Pompedi, Heroulaneum, Heli-
tpolis and anvient Memplis were as
{ much worse than our modern < Iies ns
|.v|m might expect from the fact thit
| the modern eities have somewhat yield-
¢d to the restraints of ‘Christianity,

| ited in their abominations,
Great Works Accomplished.

Yen, that generation which passed off
within the last 25 years had their be-
reavements, their temptations, their
| struggles, their disappointments, their
sucecesses, their failures, their gladness-
&8 and their griefs, like these two gen-
erations now in sight, that in advance
and that following. Buot the 25 years
betweon 1869 and 1804—how much
they gaw! How much they discovered!
How much they folt! Within that time
[have been performed the miracles of
[the telcphone and the phonograph.
| From the observatories other worlds

have been seen to heave in sight. Six
presidents of the United States have
been innugurated, Transatlantic voyage
| abbrevisted from 10 days to 615, Chi-
Jt!ugu and New York, once three days
apart, now only 24 hours by the vesti-
| bule limited, Two additional railroads
have been bmilt to the Pacific. France
[ has passed from monarchy to republie
anisin, Many of the cities have nearly
doubled their popunlations. During that
Im-uumtiuu the chicf surviving heroes
{of the civil war have gone into the en
| campment of the grave. The chief phy-
| slcinng, attorneys, orators, merchants,
f have passed off the earth or are in re-
tirement waiting for trunsition.  Other
men in editorial chairs, in pulpits, in
governars' mansions, in legislative, sen-
atorial and congressional halls,

There are not 10 men or women on
earth now prominent who were promi-
nent 25 years ago.  The erew of this old
ship of & world is all changed. Others
ut the helm, others on the ‘‘lockout, '
others climbing the ratlines. Time is a
doctor who, with potent anodyne, has
put an entire generation. into sound
sleep, Time, like another Cromwell, has
ronghly prorogued parlinment, and with
iconoclasm driven nearly all the rulers
except one gueen from their high places.
8o far as I observed that generation,
for the"most part they did their best, 4
Ghasfly exceptions, but so far as T knew
them they did quite well, and mmy of
them gloriously well. They were born
at the right time, and they died at the
right time, They left the world better
than they found it. We are indebted to
them for the fuct that they propared the
woyfor onr coming, Eighteen handred
and ninety-four reverently and grate-
fully salutes 1869, *'One generation
passeth away, and another generation
cometh, '*

There are fathers and mothers here
whom I baptized in their infancy,
Thera is not one person in this charch’s
board of session or trustees who was
here when T eame, Here and there in
this vast assembly is one -person who
heard my opening sermon in-Brooklyn,
but not more than one person in every
500 now present.  Of the 17 persons who
gave me s unanimons call when I came,
only three, I believe, are living.

The Major Key.

But this sefmon is not o dirge. It is
an anthem. While this world is appro-
pricte as n temporary stay, ns an cter-

while those ancient eities wore not iim- |

siid "Yes, " but he conld not exactly
find it, and the dying sailor seolded Lim
| and ssid, **Ain't yon ashmned of yonr-
| #elf not to read your Bible?' 8o the boy
explored the bottom of his tronk and
brought ont the Bible, and his mother
had marked s passage that just fitted
the dying sailor's onse, *The blood of
Jesus Christ, his son, oleanseth from sl
sin."'  That helped the sailor to die in
peace. So one generation helpe another,
and good things written or said ar done
wre reprodoced loug afterward.
The World For an Audience.
During the passing of the last gener
ation some peculiar events have unfold-
el
Springs, N. Y., I think it'was in 1870,
tho yepr after my settloment in Brook-
lyn, and while walking in the park of
thut place, I found myself asking the
| question: "1 wonder if there is any spo-
cial mission for me to exeonte in this
world? If there is, may God show it to
me!"” There soon came upon me a grant
desire to preach the gospel through the
sconlar printing press. T realized that
the vast majority of people, even in
Christian lands, never enter a church,
and that it wonld be an opportunity of
uscfainess infinite if that door of pub-
lieation were opened,
And so I recorded that prayer in s
blank book and offered the prayer day
in and day ont nutd]l the answer came,
though in a way different from that
which T bad expected, for it came
through the misrepresentation and per-
seontion of enemies, and I have to re-
cord it for the encourngement of all
ministers of the gospel who are misrep-
resented, thut if the misrepresentation
be viralent enough and bitter enough
and continoous enough there §s nothe
ing that =0 widens one's field of nseful-
ness as hostile attack, if you are really
duing the Lord's work. The bigger the
lie told about me, the bigger the de-
mand to seée and hear what I really was
doing, From one stage of sérmonic pub-
lication fo another the work has gone
on until week by week, and for about
23 yoars, I have bad the world for my
audience, 58 no man ever had, and to-
day more so than ot any other time,
The syndicates infofim me that my ser-
mons go uow te about 25,000,000 of
people in all Jands. I mention this not
in vain boast, but ps a testimony to-the
fact that God answers prayer, Wonld
God I had' better’ ocenpied the field and
been more consecrated to the work!
Muy God forgive me for lack of gervice
in the past and donble and guadraple
and quintuple my work in future.
In this my quarter century sermon I
record the fact that side by side with
the procession of -blessings has gone a
procession of disasters. 1 am prenching
today in the «fourth church building
sinee I began in this city. My first ser-
mon was in the old chureh on Bcher-
merhorn street to an andience chiefly
of emply seats, for the church waa al-
most extinguished. That church filled
und overflowing, we built a larger
cliurch, which after two or three years
disuppeared in flame, Then we built
another chureh, which also in a line of
fiory syecession disappeared in the same
way. Then we put up this building, and
niny it stand for many years, a fortress
of righteowsness and a lighthonse for
the starm tossed, its gates crowded with
vast nspemblages long after we have
ceased. to frequent them !
A Noble Work,
We have raised in this church over
$1,050,000 for church charitable pur-
poses during the present pastorate, while
we have given, free of all expense, the
gospel to hundreds of thousands of stran-
gers, year by year: I record with geat-
itude to God that during this genera-
tion of 256 years I remember Lut two
Sabbaths that I have missed service
throngh anything like physical indis-
positions.  Almost a fanatio on the sub-
ject of phyrical exercise, I have made
tho parks with whith our city is bless-

nal residence it would be a dead fail-
nre. It would he a dreadful sentence ifl
our race were doomed to remain hero a
thonsand winters and a thousand sum-
mers, God keeps os here just long
enough to give us an appetite for heav-
en. Had we been born in celestial realms |
we would not have been able to appre-
cinte the bliss. It meeds a good many
rangh blasts in this world to qnalify us
to properly estimate the superb elimnte
of that good lemd where it is never tou
vold or too hot, too cloudy or too glar-
ing. Heaven will be more to us than tc
thoso supernal beings who were never
tempted or sick or bereaved or tried or
dissppointed. 8o you may well take my |
text ont of the minor key and set it to
some tuno in the major kev, '“Oue gen-
eration passeth away, aud another gen-
erntion cometh, **

Nothing can rob us of the satisfaction
that nncounted thousauds of the gener- ]
ation just past were converted, comboft- |
ed and harvested for heaven by this |
church, whether in the present building |
ar the thres preceding buildings in
which they worshiped. The two great
organs of the previons churches went
down in the memarable fires, bt the
multitndinous sougs they led year aft-
¢r year were not reealled or fnjured
There is po power in earth or hell to
kill n halledial. It is impossible 1o ar-
rest & hosanna  What o satisfaction jo
know that thore pre many thonsands in
glory on whobe eternal wolfare this
church wronght mightily! Nothing can
ando that work. They have ascended,
tho munltitades who served God in that
goneration. That chapter s glorionsly |
e, But that generation has left its
impression upon this geberation,

A sailor was dyving en shipboard, and
he said to his mates: My lads, [ can
only think of one paussage of Beripture,
*Fhe soul that sinpeth, it shall die, * and
that keeps ringing iu my eamm. ‘The
soul that sinneth, it shall die’' Can't
yon think of something else in the Bablo
to chwer me up?”’' Well, sailors are kind,
and they tried to thiuk of sose other
of Saripture with which (o cun-
sole their dying comrade, bat they conld
not.  Ono of then said: *'Let us call up

suiftled and looked solemn then &8 now.
Thero was just as much avarice among

the apple barrels s now the cot-
$on balos o among uo“v‘:l.hnl

tl » eakin boy, His mother was a Chris
tlan, and I guess hv bas & Biblea " The
eabin boy was called up, and the dying

B lor hiam if bho had » Bible He
PR - Y » '

-

ed the means of good physical condi-
tion. A daily walk and run in the open
air have kept me ready for work and in
good humor with all the world. I say
to all young ministers of the gospel, it
is easier to keep good health than to re-
guin it when onee lost. The reason so
many good men think the world is go-
ing to ruin is because their own physio-
al condition is on the down grade. No
man ought to preach who bus a diseased
liver or an enlarged spleen, There are
two things ahead of us that ought to
keep us cheerful in our work—bhenven
and the millenninm,

Avd now, having come up to the
twenty-fifth milestone in my pastor-
ate, I wander how many more milea 1
am to trevel? Your company has been
excecdingly pleasant, O my dear people,
and I would like to murch by your side
until the geveration with whom we are
uow moving abreast and step to step
#hall have stacked arms after the Iast
battle. Buot the Lord knows best, and
wa onght to be willing to stay wr go.

A Bwmmier Ouling.

Most of yon are aware that I propose
at this tine, between the close of my
twonty-fifth year of pastorste and be-
fore the beginning of my twenty-sixth
year, to be aleent for,a few mouths in
order to take & journey  sround the
world. 1 expect to sail from Ban Fran-
cisoo fn the stéamer Alameds May 31
My place here on Subbaths will be fully
ecupled, while on Mondays and every
Monday I will continus to t.b:;:n
the printing press in this sod other
lands as hevetofore. Why do I go? To
make pastoral visitation among people
whom 1 have never seen, but to whont |
| have been permitted a long while to
administer. Twasnt to see them in
own cities, towns and neighbarboods. 1
waut to know what are their
ties, what their advensities
thelr opportunities, snd so
work and et more adlaptedness
do I go¥ For ednostioual
waut to freshen my
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One duy while rwsting at Sharon |

wo will be out of the pulpifs, snd the
offices, and the stores, und the factaries,

ngainst yon?

all, how shall be not with bim also
freely give us all ting"

ern politics as in the light of the
pel of Jesus Chrict, which has

o
trans-

vast realms of Now Zealand, and Aus-

seo what Christianity has sccomplished.
I want to seé how the missionaries have
been lied about a= liviug in luxury and
idleness

I want to know whother the heathen
| religions are really as tolerable and as
cammendable as they were represeuted
by their ndberents in the parlinment of
roligions at Chicago. 1 want to sco
whether Mohammedonism and Bud.
| chism wonld be good things for trans.
plantation in Americn, as it hasagnin and
ngain been argued. I want to hear the
Brabmams pray. I want to test whother
the Pacifio coean treats its gnests any
better than does the Atlantic. I want

lia, and the Dellii and Cawnpore whoere
Christ was crucified in the massacro of
his modern’ disciples, and the disabled
Juggernant unwheeled by Christinnity,
and to see if the Taj which the Emperor
Sha Jehan built in honor of his cmpress
really means any more than the plain
glab we put above our dear departed. |
want to sce the ficlds where Havelook
and Bir Colin' Campbell won the day
against the sepoys I want to see the
world from all sides. How much of it
is in darkness, how much of it isin
light, what the Bible means by the
“endy of the earth,’’ and get myself
ready to appreciste the extent of the
present to be made to Christ as spoken
of in the Psalms, “Ask of me, and 1
shall give thee the heathen for thiue in-
heritance and the uttermost parts of
the earth’ for thy possession,' and so I
shall' be ready to celebrate in heaven
the viotories of Christ in more raptar-
ous song than Icould have rendered had
I never seen the heathen abominations
before they were conguered. And so d
hope to come back refreshed, re-enforeod

years moro effobtusl work than I have
done in the'lust 95.
A Garlani and a Palm.

And now, in this twenty-fifth anni-
versary germom, 1 propose to do two
things—first, to put o garland on the
grave of the gem@ration that has just
passed off and then to put a palm
branch in the hand of the genoration
Just now coming on the field of actiom,
for my text'is true, "‘One generation

cometh.”*  Oh, how many we revered
and honored and loved in the last gen-
eration that quit the enrth! Tears fel]
at the time of their going, and dirges
wero sounded, and signals of mourning
wére put on, but neither toars nor dirge
nor somber veil told the Lalf we felt,
Their going left a vacancy in onr souls
that has never been filled up. We never
get used bo their absence. There ars
times when the sight of something with
which they were assocuitod—a picture,
or & book. or & garment, or a staif—
breaks us down with emotion, but we
bear it simply because we have to bear
it. Oh, how snowy white their bair got,
and how the wrinkles multiplied, and
the sight grew more dim, and the bearing
less alert, and the step more frail, and
one day they were gone cut of the ehair
by the fireside, apd from the plate st
the meal, and from the end of the
church pew, where they worshiped with
us, Ob, my soul, how we miss Poanl
But let us consolo each other with the
thought that we shall meet them again
in the land of salntation and reanion,

And pow I twist a garlund for that
departed generation, It need not be cost-
ly perhaps, just n handful of clover
blossoms from the fleld through which
they used to walk, or a8 muony violets
a8 you could hold between tho thumb
and the forefinger, plocked out of the
garden «tere they used to walk in the
cool of the day. Put these old fushion-
ed flowers right down over the heart
that never again will ache, and the foot
that will never agnin be weary, and the
arm that has forever cemsed to toil
Peace, father! Poacs, mother| Everlast-
ing pence! All that for the generation |

The Moving Throng.
But what shall we do with the palm
branch? That we will put in the hand
of the generation coming on. . Yours is
to be the generation for victoriea,. The
last and the present generation have
boen perfevting the stowm  power, and
the electrio lght, awd the electrio forees.
To these will bo sdded transportation.
It will be your mission to nse all those
forces. Everything is ready now for you
to march right op and take this world
for God and heaven. Get yoor heart
right by repentance nud the pardoning
grace of the Lord Jusus, snd your mind

formed them, nnd Samoa, and those

tralia and Ceylon and India. I want to |

to see the wondrons architecture of In-

and better equipped, and to do in 10 |

passeth away, and another gencration |
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