% PATH THAT SHINES,

REY. DR, TALMAGE PREACHES UPON
THE LIGHTNIN.G OF THE BEA,

An Unusually Attractive and Eloguent Ser
mon—The Pathway of the Almighty—An
freadisted Wave of Gladoess—The Glow
of Good Deeds.

Brooxr¥YN, Feb. 18.—In the Brooklyn
Tabernacle this forenoon Rev, Dr. Tal-
mage preached an unusually attractive
and eloquent gospel sermon to a crowd-
o andience, who listenad with rapt in-
terest. The subject was **The Lightning
of the Sen,” the text selécted being Jub
xli, 52, *He maketh a path to shine after
bim."

If for the next thousand years minis-
ters of religion should preach from this
Bible, there will yet be texts unexponnd-
od and nnexplained and unappreciated.
W hat little has been said concerning this
chapter in Job from which my text is
taken bears on the controversy as to
what was réally the leviathan described
as disturbing the sea. What creature it
wak [ know not. SBomesay it wasn whale
Some suy it was a crocodile. My own
opinion is it was n sea monster now ex-
tinct, No creature now floating in Med-
iterranean or Atlantic waters corre-
gponds to Job's description,

LIGHTNING OF THE BEA.,

What most intérests me is that as it
moved on through the deep it left the
waters flashing and resplendent, In the
words of the text, “He maketh a path
to shine after him." What was that il-
lumined path? It was phosphorescence,
You find it in the wake of a ship in the

night, especially after rough weather.
Phosphorescence is the lightning of the
sen, That this figure of speech ia cor-
rect in deseriling its appearance [ am
certifled by an incident, After crossing
the Atlantic the frst time and writing
from Basle, Switzerland, to an Ameri-
can magazine an account of my voyage,
in which nothing more fascinated me
than the phosphorescence in the ship's
walke, I called it the lightning of the sea,
Returning to my hotel, I found a book
of John Ruskin, and the first sentence
my eyes fell upon was his description of
phosphorescence, in which he called it
“the lightning of the sea,”

Down to the postoffice I hastened to
get the manuseript, and with great labor
and some expense got possession of the
magazine article and put gquotation
marks around that one sentence, nl-
though it was as original with me as
with Jobn Ruskin. I suppose that nine-
tenths of yon living so near the sea-
coast have watched this marine appear-
ance called phosphorescence, and I hope
that the other one-tenth may some day
be so happy as to witness it, It is the
waves of the sea diamonded; it is the in-
florescence of the billows; the waves of
the sea erimsoned as was the deep after
the sea fight of Lepanto; the waves of
the sea on fire.

There are times when from horizon to
horizon the entire ocean seems in con-
flagration with this strange splendor as
it changes every moment to tamer or
more dazzling color on all sides of you.
Youn sit looking over the taffrail of the
yacht or ocean steamer, watching and
waiting fo see what new thing the God
of beauty will do with the Atlantic. It
is the ocean in transfignration; it is the
marine world casting its garments of
glory in the pathway of the Almighty as
he walks the deep; it is an inverted firma-
ment with all its stars gone down with
it. No picture can present it, for pho-
tographer’s camera cannot be soccess-
fully trained to catch it, and before it
the hand of the painter drops its pencil,
overawed and powerless,

This phosphorescence is the appear-
ance of myriads of the animal kingdom
rising, falling, playing, flashing, living,
dying, These luminous animaleules for
nearly 150 years have been the study of
naturalists and the fascination and sol-
smuization of all who have brain enough
to think. Now, God, who puts in his
Bible nothing trivial or useless, calls the
attention of Job, the greatest scientist
of his day, to this phosphorescence, and
as the leviathan of the deep pweeps past
points out the fact that **he maketh a
path to shine after him."

WAKE MADE BY A BAD MAN,

Is that true of ua now, and will it be
trne of ns when we have gone? Will
there be subsequent light or darkness?
Will there be & trail of gloom or good
cheer? Can any one between mow and
the next 100 years say of us truthfully
s the text saya of the levisthan of the
deep, “Ho muketh a path to shine after
him?* For we are moving on., While
we live in the same house, and transact
business in the same store, and write on
the same table, and ohisel in the same
studio, and thrash in the same barn, and
worship in the same church, we arein
motion and are in many rvespects mov-
ing on, and we are not where we were
10 years ago, nor where we will be 10
years hence, Moving on!

Look at the family record, or the al-
manac, or into the mirror, and see if uny
one of youn ia where you were. All in
motion. Other feet way trip and stom-
ble and halt, but the feet of not ope mo-
ment for the last 00 cemturies bastripped
or stumbled or balted. Moving on! Bo-
ciety moving on! The world moving on!
Heaven moving en! The universe mov-
ing on! Time moving on! Eternity mov-
ing on! Therefore it is absurd to think
that we ourselves can stop, as we must |
move with all the rest, Are we like the
creature of the text, making our path to
shine after ms? It may be a peculiar
Question, but my text suggests it,

What infloence will we leave in this |
world after we have gone through it?
"None,” answer hundreds of voices; *‘we

or & no he decided some vue's eternlty.
In time of temptation he guve nn affirm-
ative or n negative to some temptation
which another, hearing of, was induced
to decide in the same way,

Clear on the other side of the next
million years may be the first you hear
of the long reaching inflootice of that
yes or no, but hear of it yon will. Wil
that father make a path to shine after
hime  Will that wother make a path to
shine ufter her? You will be walking
along these streets or along that conntry
roud 200 years from now in the ebaracter
of your descendants, They will be affect-
ed by your courage or your cowardice,
Your purity or your depravity, your holl.
ness or your sin, You will mule the path
to shine after you or blacken after Yot

Why should they point out to us on
some mountain two rivolets, one of
which pasges down into the rivers which
pour out into the Pacific ocean, and the
other rivalet flowing down into the rivers
which pass out into the Atlantic ocenn?
Every man, every woman, stands at a
point where words utterod, or desds
done, or prayers offered, decide opposite
destinies and opposite eternition. 'We see
a man planting u tree, aud treading sod
Grmly on either side of it, and watering
it in dry weather, and taking a great
care in its culture, and he never plucks
any fruits from its bongh, Dut bis clil-
dren will,. We are all planting trees
that will yield froit hondrods of yeuars
after we are dead—orchards of golden
fruit or groves of deadly upas.

I am so fascinated with the phosphor-
escence in the track of a ship that [ have
sometimes watched for a long while and
have seen nothing enthe face of the desp
but blackness. The mounth of watery
chasms that looked like gaping jaws of
hell. Not a spark as big as the firefly;
not a white scroll of surf; not a taper to
illmninate the mighty sepnlehers of dead
ships; durkness 8,000 feet duep, and more
thousands of feet long and wide, That
I8 the kind of wike that & bad man leaves
behind him as he plows throngh the
ocean of thislife toward the vaster geean
of the great future,

THE GROWTH OF SIN,

Now, snppose & man seated in a cor-
ner grocery or business office among
clerks gives himself to jolly ekeptivism,
Ho laughs at the Bible, makes sport of
the miracles, speitks of pendition in
jokes and laughs at revivals as a frolic,
and at the passage of a funeral proces-
sion, which alwavs solomunizes sensible
people, says, “Boys, let's tuke a drink.”
There is in that gronupa younz man who
is making a great stroggle ngaiust temp-
tation and prays night and morning and
reads his Bible and is asking God for
help day by day. Buot that ouffaw
against Christianity makes him lose Lis
grip of sacred things, and he gives up
Babbath and church and morals and
goes from bad to worse, till he falls un-
der dissipations, dies in n lnzar house
and is buried in the potter's field.

Another young man who heurd that
jolly gkepticism mads up his mind that
“it makes no difference what we do or
gay, for we will all come ot at last at the
right place,” and began 88 & consequence
to purloin. Some money that came into
his hands for others he applied to his
own uses, thinking perhaps he wonld
make it straight some other time, and
all would be well even if he did not
make it straight, He ends in the peni-
tentiary. That scoffer who uttered the
jokes against Christianity never realized
what bad work he was deing, and he
passed on throngh life and out of it and
into a future that I am not now going to
depict.

1 do not propose with a searchlight to
show the breakers of the awful coast on
which that ship is wrecked, for my busi-
ness now is to wateh the sea after the
keel has plowed it, No phosphorescence
in the wake of that ship, but bLehind it
two souls struggling in the wave—two
young men destroyed by reckless skep-
ticism, an unillumined ocenn beneath
and on all gides of them, Dlackness of
darkness,

Yon know what a gloriously good man
Rev. John Newton was the most of Lis
life, but before his conversion he was 8
very wicked sailor, aud on honrd the ship
Harwich instilled infidelity and vice in
the mind of 8 young mun—principles
which destroyed him. Afterward the
two met, and Newton tried to undo Lis
bad work, but in vain, The young man
became waorse and worge and died a prof-
lHgate, horrifying with his profanities
those who stood by lum in Lis last wmo-
ments,

Better look ont what bad fuflnence
you start, for yon may not be able
stop it. It does not roguire very great
faree to ruin others, Why was it that
many years sgo # great flood nearly de-
stroyed Now Orleans? A crawfhich Lad
burrowed into the banks of the river un.
til the groond was saturnted and ‘the
banks weakened until the flood Lurst.

THE SHINING PATH

Bat 1 find bere a man who starta ont
in life with the determination that he will
never see sullering but he will try 1o ul-
leviate it, and pever see discourggement
but he will try to cheer ity nnd never
pieet with anybody but bhe will try to do
Iiim gln_-l. Letting strengthi from
God, be starts from home with bighpor
pose of doing all the good he can | |‘»—"‘hlr
do in cne day.

Whether standing bekind the conuter,
or talking in the busing= office with s pen
behind Lis ear, or making s bargnln witha
fellow trader, or out in the Belds discuss-
ing with bis nest neighbor the wisest ro-

ta

hiis

thing in his face, widd in his plirase
ology, aud in Lis manyer, thet demon.
strates the grace of God in his heart. He
can talk on religion without awkewardly

tation of the crops, orin the shoomaker's |
shop ponnding sole leathier, thero 18 806~ |

dragging it in by the eprs. Holoves Ged |

and loves the souls of all whomn be mecls
and is interested in their present and
etérnal destiny.

For 050 or 60 yeurs be lives that kind of
life and then gets through with it and

into hesven s ransomed soul  Bug

fﬁ:lm not going to describe the port iuto
which that ship has entered A

I n1n not uulll-u to llw-\:.\n‘. the P.:U:
who et hitg outsdde at the “lighisbip,
I mm mot going tosay anything about the

crowds of friends who met bim on the

crystalline wharves up which he goes on of

sleps of chrysoprases. For God in his
words to Job ealls me to look at the path
of foatn in the wake of that ship, and 1
tell yon itis all a-glemn with splendors
of kindnesa done, and rolling with {l-
lumined tears that were wiped away,
and a-dash with congratulations, and
clear out to the horizon in all directions
is the spariding, flashing, billowing phos-
phorcscence of a Christian life. “He
wolsth a path to shine after him.”

And hera I correct one of the mean no+
tiong which at some time takes posses.
sion of all of ns, and that {s as to the
brevity of human life, When I bury
some very useful man, olerical or lay, in
his thirtisth or fortieth year, I eay:
“What a waste of energies! It was
hardly worth while for him to get ready
for Christian work, for he had so soon
to quit it." But the fact is that I may
fnsure any man or woman who does any
good on a large or small scale for s life
on earth as long as the world lasts, Sick-
negs, trolley car accidents, death itself,
ean no more destroy his life than they
ean tear down one of the rings of Bat-
urn. Yon can start one good word, one
kind act, one cheerful smile, on a mis-
sion that will last until the world be-
comes a bonfire, and out of that blaze it
will pass into the heavens, never to halt
as long as God lives,

WHAT ORDINARY PERSONS CAN DO,

There were in the sevententh century
men and women whose names yon never
heard of who are today influencing
schools, colleges, churches, nations. You
cun no more measure the gracions re-
sults of their lifetime than yon could
monsure the length and breadth and
depth of the phosphorescence last might
following the ship of the White Star line
1.500 miles out at sea. How the courage
auil consecration of others inspire us to
follow, as a general in the American
army, cool amid the flying bullets, in-
spired a trembling soldier, who said aft-
erward, I was nearly scared to death,
but I saw the old man's'white mustache
over his shoulder and went on,” Aye,
we are all following somebody either in
right or wrong directions,

A few days ago I stood beside the gar-
landed ecasket of a gospel minister, and
in my remarks had oceasion to recall a
suowy night in a farmhouse when 1 was
a boy and an evangelist spending a
night at my father's house, who said
sotething ro tender and beantiful and
impressive that it led me into the king-
dom of God and decided my destiny for
this world and the next. You will, be-
fora 24 hours go by, meet pome man or
woman with & big pack of care and trou-
ble, and yon may say something to him
or her that will endure until this world
ehall have been so far lost in the past
that nothing but the stretech of angelio
memory will be gble to realize that it
ever existed at all,

I am not talking of remarkable men
and women, but of what ordinary folks
cun do. | am not speaking of the phos-
phorescence in the wake of & Campanis,
but of the phosphorescence in the track
of a Newfoundland fishing smuck. God
wnkes thunderbolts out of sparks, and
ont of the small words and deeds of a
small life he can launch a power that
will flash and burn and thunder through
the eternities.

How do you like this prolongation of
vour earthly life by deathless influence?
Muny a babe that died at 6 months of
age by the anxioty created in the parent’s
heart to meet that child in realms se-
raphic is living yet in the transformed
heart and life of those parents and will
live on forever in the history of that
funily. If this be the opportunity of or-
dinary souls, what is the opportunity of
those who have especial intellectual or
socinl or monetary. equipment?

Have you any arithmetic capable of es-
timating the inflnence of our good and
gracions friend who a few days ago went
up to rest—George W. Childa of Phila
delphin? From a newspaper that was
printed for 80 years without one word of
defamation or seurrility or scandal, and
putting chief emphasis on virtne and
charity and cléan intelligence, he reaped
a fortune for himself and then distrib-
uted a vast amount of it smong the poor
and struggling, putting his invalid and
gzed reporters on pensions, until his
nnine stands every where for large heart-
edness and sywpathy and belp and high-
est style of Chrintian gentleman,

In an era which had in the chairs of
ita jonrnalism a Horace Greeley, and a
Henry J. Raymond, and a James Gordon
Dennett, and an Erastus Brooks, and a
George Willinm Curtis, and an Irenacus
Prime, none of them will be longer re-
membered than George W. Childs, Stay-
ing away from the nnvelling of the mon-
ument be had reared at large expense in
onr Greenwood in memory of Professor
Proctor, the astronomer, lest 1 should
say something in praise of the man who
had paid for the monument. By all ac-
wnowledged a representative of the high-
est Awnerican journalism,

If vou would ealenlata his influsnce
for good, you must connt bow many
gheets of his newspapers bave been pub-
lighed in the last quarter of & century,
aud how masuy people have reéad themn,
and the sffect, not ouly spon those read-
ers, but upon all whom they shall inflo-
enca for all time, while yon add to all
thut the work of the churches ho helped
build and of the institutions of merey he
helped found, Better give up before you
gtart the measoring of the phosphores-
cened in the W“D of ‘hll .hip ﬂ‘ the (}
lastind line, Who can tell the post mor-
tem influence of & Savonarcls, 8 'Win-
kelried, 8 Gutenberg, & uaﬂ%‘
[1catur, s Tonssaint, a Bolivar,a -
sun, 8 Robert Raikes, a Harlan Page,

| who had 125 Sabbath echolars, 84 of

whon: became Christians, and six of them

| ministers of the gospel.

THE BRIGHT PATH.

With gratitude and penitence and wor-
ahip I mention the grandest life that was
ever lived, That ship of light was
launched from the beavens nearly 1,900
vears ago, angelic hosts chanting, snd
from the oelestin]l wharves the ship
sprang into the roughest sea that
tomienl,  Ita billows were made wp of
wrath of men and mﬁm , Herodie
sanhedrinic persecn
deep with red wrath, and
cunes of wos smnole

that

Golgoide

——

sound of agony that appalled the sarth
and the bheavens. But in the wake of
that life what a phosphorescence of
smiles on the cheeks of souls pardoned,
and lives reformed, and nations re
deemed. The millennium itself is only
one roll of that irradiated wave of glad
ness and benediction, In the sublimest
of nll senses it may be said of him, “He
maketh a path to shine after him."

But I cannot look upon that luminosi.
ty that follows ships without realizing
how fond the Lord is of life, That fire
of the deep in life, myriads of creatures
all asawim snd a-plsy and a-romp in

parks of marine beauty laid out and par- |

terred and roseated and blossomed by
Omnipotence. What {a the nse of those
creatures called by the natoralista ‘‘crus-
taceans” and ‘‘copepods,” not more than
ona out of hundreds of billlons of which
are ever seen by human eye? God cre
stad them for the same reason that he
creates flowers in places where no hu-
man foot ever makes them tremble, and
no human nostril ever inhales their redo-
lence, and no human eye ever sees their
charm. In the botanical world they
prove that God loves flowers, as in the
marine world the phosphori prove that
he loves life, and he loves life in play,
life in brilliancy of gladness, life in ex-
uberance.

Andso I am led to beliove that he
lovea our life if we fulfill cur mission as
fully as the phosphori fulfill theirs. The
son of God came ‘‘that we might have
life and have it more abundantly.,” But
I am glad to tell you that our God is not
the God sometimes described as a harsh
critic at the head of the universe, or an
fnfinite scold, or a God that loves funer-
als better than weddings, or & God thal
profers tears to laughter, an omnipotent
Nero, a ferocious Nana Suahib, but the
loveliest Being in the universe, loving
flowera and life and play, whether of
phosphori in the wake of the Mujestic ot
of the human race keeping a holiday.

LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE,

But mark you that the phosphorescence
has a glow that the night monopolizes,
and I ask you not only what kind of in-
fluénce you are going to leave in the
world as you pass through it, but what
light are you going to throw across the
world's night of sin and sorrow? People
whoare sailing on smooth gea and at noon
do not need much sympathy, but what
are you going to do for people in the
night of misfortune? Will you drop on
them shailow, or will you kindle for
them phosphorescence?

At this moment there are more people
orying than laughing, more people on
the round world this moment hungry
than well fed, more households bereft
than homes nnbroken. What are yon
going to do about it? *“Well," says yon-
der soul, *'1 would like to do something

toward illumining the great ocean of'

buman wretchedness, but I cannot do
much,”

Can you do as much as one of the
phosphori in the middle of the Atlantic
ocean, creatures smaller than the point
of & sharp pin? “Oh, yes,"” you say.
Then do that. Shine! Stand before the
looking glass and experiment to see if
you cannot get that scowl off your fore-
head, that peevish look out of your lipe.
Have at least one bright ribbon in your
bonnet, Embroider at least one white
cord somewhere in the midnight of your
spparel. Do not any longer impersonate
a funeral. Shine! Do say something
cheerful about society and about the
world, Puta few drops of heaven into
your disposition. Once in awhile sul-
stitute & sweet orange for a sour lemon.

Remember that pessimism is blasphe-
my and that optimism is Christisnity.
Throw sowe light on the night ocean,
If yon cannot be a lantern swinging in
the , be one of the tiny phosphori
buck of the keel, Bhinel "“Let your
light so shine before men that others see-
ing your good works may glorify your
Father which is in heaven.”

Make one person happy every day, and
do that for 20 years, and you will have
made 7,200 happy. You know a man
who has lost all his property by an un-
fortunate investment or by patting his
nams on the back of & friend'snote. Aft-
er you have tuken a brief nap, which every
man and wowman is entitled to on s Bun-
day afternoon, goand cheer up that man,
You can, if God belps you, say some-
thing that will do him good after both
of you have been dead a thousand years,

Bhine! You know of a family with a bad
boy who has run away from home, Go
before night and tell that fatber and
wother the parable of the prodigal son,
and that some of the Hlustrious and nse-
ful men now in church and state had a
silly pussage in their lives and ran away
from home, Bhine! Yoo know of a fuin-
ily that has lost & child, and the silence
of the nursery glooms the whole house
from cellar to garret, Cho before night
and tell them how much that ehild has
happily sscaped, sinoe the most prosper-
ous life on earth ia & struggle.

Bhine! Youlnow of somne invalid who
is dylng for lack of an appetite., Bhe
cannot get well beoause she eannot eat,
Brofl a chicken and take it to her before
night and chest her poor appetite into
keen relish. Shine! You know of sowme
one who likes you, and you like him, and
he ooght to be a Christian. Go tell bim
what religion has done for you, snd sk
him if you can pray for him,

TUE FAILURE OF EULOGY,

BShine! Oh, for a disposition so charged
with sweetness and light that we cannot
help but shine! Rewember if you canuat
be & leviathan lushing the ocean iute
fury you can be coe of the phosphori,
doing your part toward making & path of
phosphorescence, Then I will tell you
what tmpression you will leave as you
pass through this life aod after you are

I will tell you to your face and

not leave it for the minlster who offici-
#tes &t your obsequiss.

The failure in all euloginm of the de-

is that they cannot hearit. Al

it except the one most Interested.

substance, is what [ or some cue

say of you on sach an occasion:

to this

o tall

in
e for offices of

*'We gather for offices
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“That pillow of flowers on the casket
twas presented by his Sabbath school
{ elnes, all of whom he bronght to Christ.
| That cross of flowersat the head was pro-

sented by the orphan asylum which he

befriendad, Thoss three single flowers
! —one was sent by a poor woman for
! whom he bought a ton of coal, and one

was by a waif of the street whom he res-
tened through the midoight mission, and
{ the other was from a prison cell which
be had often visited to encourage re-
pentance in a young man who had done
wrong.

“Those three loose flowers mean quite
a8 mnch as the costly garlands now
breathing their aroma through this sad-
dencd home crowded with sympathizers,
‘Blessed are the dead who die in the
Lord, They rest from their Inbors, and
their works do follow them."”

Or if it should be the more solemn bur-
Ial at sea, let it be after the sun has
gone down, and the eaptain has read the
approprinte liturgy, and the ship’s bell
has tolled, and yon are let down from
the stern of the vessel into the resplend.
ent phosphorescence at the wake of the
ship. Then let sowme one say, in the
words of my text, *‘He maketh a path

to shine after him.”
3! Easily, Quickly,
Permanently Restored,
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our readers o Lthe exceptional opportunity
offered to them 1o seoure & selection of the
most high olass llteratare ever publiehed at
nominal prices. The books 1nour “PREMITUM
LIBRRARY' are regilar 25 cent editions, but we
are cnabled, through s specin]l arrepgement
with the pumiichers, to ofter them Lo our resd-
ors ut mnoh less than wholesale prices.

Th following Conpen must ba used to we-
cure Lhe bookd At Lthe apocial price,

ABOUT THE BOOKS,

HE Books nro lbrery size with very good

kize type and paper. The bLooks sre not
sewed or wired, bul are bound by a fOsxible
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LIKK rHE ILLUSTEATION,
1. The Reverles of & Bachelor, or a

Book of the Heart,—by Ik. Marvel.

2. Lays of Anclent Romes,~by Lord

Mucaulny. Beauatifally illostrated,

8. ATilyloss Beandal, —J, M. Barrie

4. The House of Lhe Beven Gables,—
by Nuthanlel Hawthorne,

5. Crunford,—by Mrs, Gaskell,

#. The Coming Raee,—Lord Lytton.

7. Dream Life,—by Ik. Marvel,

8. Frankenstelu; or, The Modern

Prometheus,~by M, Bhelley,

8, A Book of Golden Deeds,—by C.

M. Youug.

10, Mosses from an Old Manse, —by

Nuthuulel Huwthorn,
1. The Scarlet Leltlor,

lel Hawthora,
12, Emaya

[JTLFN
14, The Viear

Oliver Galdsemlth,
14, Twice-Told Tales, by Nathan-

iel Hawlharn,

15. Paulaud Virginis,—by Berpar-
din De Halnt Plerre,
16 Story of san African Furm,—by

(Ralph I'ron) Olive Bohreiner,

by Nualhan-
by Charles
of Wakeflold,—by

ot KElis,

17. Lays of the Beottish Cavallers,—
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ventibule Lrnlos every day (o Lhe your o

ST, PAUL AND CHICAGO

Com pessd of dinlng s o nsnrplased,
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