MOTHERS IN ISRAEL,

REV. DR. TALMAGE'S ELOQUENT SER-
MON AND UNIQUE TEXT.

How Slsern Was Killed by Jacl—The Bud
News Broaght to His Mother—Sitting at
the Palaoe Window—A Ealogy of the
Neecdle—Anxlions Mothers,

BrookLys, Jan. 14, —This novel nnd
nnigue subject was presented by Dr,
Nualmage this forenoon to the usual
throngs crowding the largest Protestant
vhurch in Amerien, The congregation,
ied by organ and cornet, sang a gospel
hvmn to the tone of “Home, Sweet
Home." Text, Judges v, 28, “‘The
mother of Bisera looked ont at a win-
dow,'’

Spiked to the ground of Jael's tent
lay the dead commander in chief of the
Cannanitish host, General Sisora, not
far from the river Kishon, which wus
only a dry bed of pebbles when in 1880,
in Malestine, we crussed it, but the gul
lHes aud ravines which ran into it indi-
cated the possibility of great freshets
like the one at the time of the text.
General Sisera had gone oat with 900
iron chariots, but he was defeated, and,
his chariot wheels interlocked with the
wheels of other chariots, he could not
retreat fnst enough, and so he leaped to
the gronnd and ran till, exhausted, he
went into Jael's tent for safety, She

. had just been churning, and when he
asked for water she gave bim butter-
milk, which in the east ie considered a
most refreshing drink. Very tired. and
snpposing he was safe, he went to sleep
upon the floor, but Jael, who had re-
solved upon his death, took a tent pin,
long and round and sharp, in one hand
nnd a hnmmer in her other hand, and,
putting the sharp end of the tent pin to
the forehead of Sisera, with her other
band she lifted the hammer and
bronght it down on the head of the pin
witn a stont stroke, when Sisera strug-
gled to rige, and she struck him again,
and he struggled to rise, and the third
time she struck him, and the command-
cr in chief of the Cnnaanitish host lay
dead.

MEANING OF THE TEXT,

Meanwhile in the distance Sisera's
mother sits amid surroundings of wealth
and pomp and scenes palatial waiting
for his return, Every mother expects
her son to be victorions, and this moth-
er looked out at the window expecting
to ses himn drive up in bis chariot fol-
lowed by wagons loaded with embroid-
eries and also by regiments of men van-
quished and enslaved, [ see her now
sitting at the window, in bhigh expecta-
tion. She watches the farthest turn of
the road. Bhe looks for the flying dust
of the swift hoofs. The first flash of
the bit of the horses’ bridle she will
catch,

The ladies of her court stand round,
and she tells them of what they shall
hnve when her son comes up—chains of
gold aud carcanets of beauty and dresses
of such wondrons fabric and splendor
u8 the Bible only hints at, but leaves us
to imagine. ‘‘He ought to be here by
this time, "' says his mother., **That bat-
tle is surely over. 1 bope that freshet
of the river Kishon has not impeded
bim. I hope those strange appearances
we saw last night in the sky were not
ominons, wheén the stars secmed to fight
in their courses, No! No! Heisso brave
in battle 1 kuow he has won the day.
He will soon be here.’' But alas for the
disappointed mother! 8She will not seo
the glittoring headgear of the horses at
full gallop bringing her son home from
victorious battle. As a solitary mes-
senger arriving in hot haste rides up to
the window at which the mother of Sis-
era sits, he cries, ** Your armies are de-
feated, and your som isdead. " Thereisa
acene of horror and anguish from which
We turn away.

Now yon seo the full meaning of my
short text, **The muther of Bisera look

“ed ont at a window,'' Well, my friends,
we ure all out in the battle of lifo; it
is raging now, and the most of us have
a mother watching and waiting for news
of our victory or defeat. If she be not
gitting at the window of earth, she is
sitting at a window of heaven, and she
is going to hear all about it,

By all . the rules of war Sisera onght
to have been trinmphant. He had 900
iron chariots and a host of many thou-
pands vaster than the armies of lsrael,
But God waa on the other side, and the
angry freshets of Kishon, and the hail,
the lightuing and the unmaoageable
warhorses, and the capsized chariots
and the stellar pavic in the sky discom-
fited Bisera, Josephus in hia history
describes the sceénv in the following
words: ““When they were come to a
close fight, there came down from heav-
en a great storm with a vist gquantity
of rain and hail, and the wind blew the
rain in the tace of the Canaunites and
s0 durkened their eyes their arrows and
slings were of no advantage to them,
nor would the voldness of the air permit
the soldiers to make use of their swords,
while this storm did not so much in-
commode the Isrgelites becanse it came
on their backs. They also took such
consage upon the apprehension that God
was assisting them that they fell upou
the very wmidst of their enemiea and
slew n great number of them, so that
some of them fell by the lsraelites, some
fell by their own horses which were put
into disorder, and pot a few were killed
by their own chariots. "

Hence, my bearers, the bad news
brought to the mother of Sisera looking
out at the window, And our mother,

at a window of earth

ocurding as to whetber God is for us or
Against

na

" Where's mother?"' : the question
‘most asked in many bouse-
+holds. the husband

bave seen some grund sicht or heatd
Eome good newe or received some bean-
tiful gift, *Where's mothor?"
somietimes foels weéaricd by the ques-
tion, for they all ask it and keep nsking
it ull the time., She is not only the
first to henr every case of perplexity,

tdomestic appeul.  That is what puts
the premnture wrinkles on go many 1wa-
térnal faces and powders white so many
mateinal forehands, You see, it iz n
yucstion thut kecps on for all the years
1 childbood. It comes from the nor-
tery, and from the evening stand whers
ithe boys and girls are learnming their
Ethool lesson, and from the starting oot
in the morning, when the tippet or hat
or slate or book or avershoe is lost, nn-
til ot night, all out of bresth, the young-
sters come in and shont until youn can
benr them from cellar to garret and
from front door tothe back fence of the
back yurd. *“Where's mother?"' In-
deed n child's life isso tull of that
question that if he be tnken nway one
of the things that fthe mother most
misses and the silence thut most op-
presses bor is the abeence of that ques-
tion, which sha will never hear on earth
agnin, except she bears it in a dream
which sometimes restores the nursery
Just as it was, and then the voice comes
bick so nataral, and so sweet, and so in-
nocent, and so inquiting that the drenm
brealks at the words, ** Where's mother"

If that question were put to most of
us this morning, we would have to say,
if we spoke truthfully, like Bisera’s
maother, she is at the palace window.
She bas become a queen unto God for-
ever, and she is puiling back the rich
folds of the king's npholstery to look
down at us. We are not told the par-
ticulara about the residence of Sis-
era's mother, but there is in that scene
in the book of Judges so much about
embroideries andmeedlework and ladies
in waiting that we know her residence
must have Leen princely and palatial.
So we have no minute and particular
deseription of the palace at whose win-
dow ounr glorified mother sits, but there
is 80 much in the closing chapters of
the good old hook sbout crowns, and
pearls big enongh to make a gate out of
one of them, new songs and marringe
suppers, and harps, and white horses
with kings in the stirraps, and golden
candlesticks that we know the heaven-
ly residence of onr mother is superh, is
unique, is colonnaded, is8 domed, is cm-
bowered, 18 fountained, is glocified be-
yond the power of pencil or pen or
tongue to present, and in the window of
that palace the mother sits watching
for news from the battle. What a con-
trast between that celestial surrounding
and her once earthly surroundings!
What a work to bring op a family, in
the old time way, with but little or no
hired belp, except perbaps for the wash-
ing day or for the swine slaughtering,
commonly ealled **the killing day!"'

OLD FASHIONED MOTHERS,

There was then no reading of elabo-
rate treatises on the best modes of rour-
ing children, and then leaving it all to
bired belp, with one or two visiis a day
to the nursery to see if the principles
announced are being earried out.  The
most of those old folks did the sewing,
the washing, the wmwending, the darn-
ing, the patching, the mmllinery, the
mantua makiog, the honsekeepiug, and
in hurried harvest time helped spread
the hay or tread down the load in the
mow. They were at the sane time ca-
terers, tailors, doctors, chaplaing and
purses for & whole honschold all togeth-
er down with measles or pearlet Tever,
or round the house with whooping
coughs and eronps and ronroand fin-
gers und earaches and all the infantile
distempers which at somo time swoop
upon every large houschold, Some of
those mothers never got rested in this
world. Instead of the self rocking cra-
dles of our day, which, wound up, will
go hour after hour for the solace of the
young slumberer, it was weary foot on
the rocker sometimes balf the day or
half the night— rock—rock —rock —
rock. Instead of our drug stores filled
with all the wonders of materia med-
ica and called np through a telephone,
with them the only apothecary short of
fonr miles' ride was the garret, with
its bunches of peppermint and penny-
royal and catnip and muostard and cam-
omile flowers, which were expected to
do everything, Just think of it! Fifty
years of preparing breakfast, dinner
and supper. The chief wmusic they
heard was that of spiuning wheel and
rocking chair, Fagged out, headachy
and with ankles swollen, Those old
fashioned mothers—if any persons ever
fitted appropriately into a good, easy,
cowfortable heaven, they were the
folks, and they got there, and they are
rested, They wear no spectacles, tor
they have their third sight—as they
lived long enough on earth to get their
gecond sight—and they do vot bave to
pant for breath after going up the em-
erald etairs of the Eternal palice, at
whose window they uow sit waiting for
news from the battle.

But if any one keeps on asking the

nestion ** Where's mother?"" 1 answer,
alm is in your present character, The
probability is that ‘your physical fea-
tares suggest her, If there be seven
children in & household at least six of
themn look like their wother, and the
older you get the more you will look
like her, But I spenk now especially
of your charncter and not of your looks,
This is easily explained, During the
first 10 yeurs of your life yon were al-
most all the time with ber, and your
futher youn saw only moruings and
pights. There are no yours in uny life
so important for impression us the fimt
10, Then and there Is the impression
made for virtos or vice, for troth or
falsehood, for bravery or cowardice, for
religion or skepticismn, Suddenly start
out from behind m door and frighten
the child, and you may shatter bis perv-

| first 10 years you cun tell biw encugh
stories to make bim a coward till
he dies. Act before him as though Fri-
day were a0 unlucky day, and It were
baleful to have 13 at the tuble, or see
the moon over the left sbouldor, and he
* will meves trom the idiotio sue
PP ——

Bhe

but she is the jndge in every court of |

perstitions. You may give that girl be-
fore sho is 10 years old a fondness for
dresa that will inake ber a mere **dam-
my frame,"" or fashion plate, for 40
years, Ezekiel xvi, 44, '* Asis the mother
o is ber danghter,”' Befors one decnde
hans passed you ean decide whether that
boy ehall be a Shylock or a George
Peabody, PBoys and girls are generally
echoes of fathers and mothers, What
an incoberent thing for a mother ont of
teinper to panish a child for getting
mad, or fora father who smokes toshut
kis boy np in a dark closet becanse ho

. Las found him with an old stump of &

cigar in his month, or for that mother
t> rebuke her danghter for staring ut
horself too much in the looking glass
when the mother has her own mirrors
g0 arranged as to repeat her form from
all sides! The great English poet's
loose moral character was decided be-
fore he left the nursery, and his school-
master in the schoolroom overheard this
conversation: *'Byron, your mother 1w
a fool.'" and he answered, I know it."
You ean hear through all the heroic life
of Senator SBam Houston the words of
his mother when she in the war of 1813
put a musket in his hand and said:
“There, my son, take this and mnever
disgrace it, for remember I bad rather
all my sons should fill one honorable
grave than that one of them should turn
Lis back on an enemy. Go and remem-
ber, too, that while the door of my cot-
tage is open to all brave men it is al-
ways sghut against cowards." Agrip-
pina, the mother of Nero, murderess,
you are not surprised that her son was
a murderer, Give that child an over-
dose of eatechism, and make him recite
verses of the Bible as a punishment,
and make Sunday a bore, and he will
become a stont antagonist of Chris-
tinnity. Imprees him with the kindness
and the geniality and the loveliness of
religion, and he will be its advocate
and exemplar for all time and eternity,

A few days ago right before our ex-
press train on the Louisville and Nash.
ville railroad the preceding train had
gone down throongh a broken bridge, 132
cars falling 100 feet and then con-
sumed, | saw that only one span of the
bridge was down and all the other spans
wera standing. Plan a good bridge of
morals for your sons and daughters,
but have the first span of 10 yeara de-
fective. and through that they will erash
down, though all the rest keep stand-
ing. O mun, O woman, if you bave
preserved yonr integrity and are really
Chmnstian, yco have first of all to thank
God, and I think next you have to
thank your mother. 'The most impress-
ive thing at the inauguration of James
A. Garfield as president of the United
States was that after be bad taken the
oath of office he turned round and in
the presence of the supreme court and
the senate of the United States kissed
his old mother. If 1 had time to take
statistics ouf of this andience, and 1
could adk what proportion of yon who
are Christinns owe your salvation under
God to maternal fidelity, 1 think about
three-fourths of you would spring to
your feet., *'Ha! hal' gaid the soldiers
of the regiment to Charlie, one of their
comrades, **What bas mude the change
in yon? You vsed to like sin ns well as
any of us."' Palling from his pocket
his mother's letter, in which, after tell-
ing of some comtorts ho had sent him,
she concluded, **We are all praying for
you, Charlie, that you may be a Chris-
tian,"" he said, **Boys, that’s the sen-
tence, "'

THE NEEDLE ENTHRONED,

The tronble with Sisera's mother was
that, while sitting at the window of my
text watching for news of her son from
the battlefield, she bad the two bad
gualities of being dissolute and being
too fond of personal adorvment, The
Bible account says: **Her wise ladies
nnswered her yea, Bhe returned answer
to herself: *Have they not sped? Have
they not divided the prey—to every
mun & damsel or two, to Sisera a proy
of divers colors, a prey of divers colors
of neadlework, of divers colors of nee-
dlework on both sides?' "' Bhe makes
no anxjons ntterunce about the wound-
ed in battle, abent the bloodshed, about
the dying, nbout the dead, about the
principles involved in tone battle going
on, a battle o important that the stars
aud the freshets took part, and the clash
of swords wus anawered by the thunder
of the skies. What she thinks most of
ig the bright colors of the wardrobes to
be captured and the needlework. '*To
Sisera a prey of divérs colors, a prey of
divers colors of peedlework, of divers
colors of needlework on both sides."

Now peither Bisgra's mother nor any
one else can gay too much in eulogy of
the needle. It bas made more useful
conguests than the sword. Pointed at
one end and with an eye at the other,
whether of bone or ivory, as in earliest
time; or of bronze, as in Pliny's time;
or of steel, as in modern time; whetber
laboriously fashioned as formerly by
one hand, or as now, when 100 work-
men in & factory are employed to make
the different parta of ome needle, it is
an instrument divinely ordered for the
comfort, for the life, for the heailth, for
the adornment of the buman race, The

ous gyetew for o lifetime, During the

lg:i in what .

t lbom-h-zﬂh-
And I am not surprised to that Sis-
era fought on the wrong side when bis
mother at the window of text n

 many bomes bave made shipwreck on

the wardrobe. And that mother who
gits at the window walching for vain.
glorious trivmph of wmillinery and fine
colors and domestic pageantry will aft.
e¢r awhile hoar a8 bad news from her
children out in the battle of life as Sis- |
era's mother heard from the stroggle at
Esdraelon.
AN APOSTROPHE TO MOTHERS,

But if yoo still presa the questiom,
“Where's mother? I will tell you
| where she is not, thongh once she was
| there, Some of you etarted with her
| likoneas in your fuce aud her principles

in your gonl. Dot you bave east her
| eut. That was an awful thing for yon
todo, but you huve doneit. That bhurd,
grinding, dissipated look you never got
from her. If you hnd seen any one
strike her, you would have etruck him
down without much care whether the
blow was just soflicient or futal: bot,
my boy, you kavg strack her down—
etruck her innocence from your face and
struck her principles from yonr soul.
Yon struck her down! The tent pin
thrt Jael drove three timea into the
skull of Bisera was not so croel as the
stab yon have made more than three
times throogh yourmother's heart, But
ghe i waiting yet, for mothers are slow
to give np their buys—wuiting at some
window, it may be a window on earth
or at some window in heaven, All oth-
ers may cast you off. Your wife may
seek divorce and have no more patience
with you. Your father may disinherit
you and say, ‘‘Let him never agoin
darken the door of our house.” Bat
there are two persons who do not give
yon up—=GQGod and mother,

How many disappointed mothers
waiting at the window! Perhaps the
panes of the window are not great gloss
plate, bevel edged and hovered over by
exquisite lambrequin, but the window
is made of mmpall panes, | wounld say
about six or eight of them, in suwmer
wreathed with trailing yine and v
winter pictured by the Raphaels of the
forest, & real country window. The
mother gits there knitting, or busy with
her needle on homely vepuirs, when ehe
looks wp and sees coming uneross tho
bridge of the meadow brook n stranger,
who dismounts in front of the window,
He lifts and drops the heavy knocker of
the farmhouse door. '*Come in!'' is the
response. He gives hiz nawe and says,
“'I have come on a sad exrand, ' ** There
is pothing the matter with my son
in thecity, is there?'" she asks., ** Yes!'”
he sayn. “*Your son got into an unfor-
tunate epcounter with &4 young muan in
u Hguor saloon last night and is badly
hurt. The fact is he cannot get well,
1 hate to tell you all. 1 am sorry to
say he is dead." *'Dead!" she crics as
she tolters back., *'Oh, my son! my
son! wy son! Wonld God I had died
for thee!"" That is the ending of all
her cares and anxieties and good conn-
sels for that buy. That is her pay for
her gelf sacrifices in his bebalf, That is
the bad mews from the battle, So the
tidings of derelict or Cliristian sons trav-
€l to the windows of earth or the win-
dows of heaven at which mothers sit,

“*But,'* suys pome oue, *‘are you not
mistaken about my glorified mother
hearing of my evildoings since ¢he
went away?'' Bays some oneelss, ‘*Are
you unot mistaken about wmy glorified
mother hearing of my sclf sacrifice and

moral bravery and etruggle to do
right?’ No! Heaven and carth are in
constant communication. Thete aru

truins runming every five minotes
trains of immortnls ascending and de-
scending—spirits goiug from carth to
bheaven to live there, Bpirits descend-
mg from heaven to earth to wminister
and help. They bear from us many
times every dauy. Do they hear good |
nowa or bad news from this battle. this
Bedan, this Thermopyle, this Anstor- |
litz, in which every one of us is fight-
ing on the right side or the wrong side.
O God, whase [ am, and whom 1 an
trying to sevve, as i resnlt of this sor-
mon, roll over on all mothers a new
senso of their responsibility, and npon
all ¢hildren, whether still in the nunr-
sery or out on the tremendous Esdraclon
of middle life or old age, the fact that
their victories or defeats sound elear
out, clear up to the windows of sy pa-
thetie maternity, Oh, is not this the
minnte when the clond of blessing
filled with the exhaled tears of anxious
mothers shall burst in showers of mercy
on this audience?

There is one thought that ia almost
too tender for utternnce, | almost fear
to start it lest I have not encugh con-
trol of my emotion to conclude it.  As
when we were children we so often
came in from play or from & bort or
from some childish injostice practiced
upon us, and as soon as the door was
oponed we cried, "Where's mother?"”
and she said, “"Hero | am,” and we
buried our weeping faces in her lap, so
after nwhile, when we get through with
the pleasures and burts of this lile, we
will, by the purdoning mercy of Christ,
enter the beavenly bome, and among
the first questions, not the first, but
among the first, will be the old question
that we uscd to ask, the guistion that
is being suked in thousands of places
at this very momept —the goestion,
“Where's wother?”® And it will not
take long fur us to find ber or tor her
to find us, for she will have boen watel-
ing at the window for our coming, and
with the other children of our houso-
hold of earth we will again gather
round ber, and she will say: **Well,
how did you get throngh the hattle of
life? [ bave ofton heard from others
about you, but pow | want to hear it
from your own sonla, Tell mo all ubout
it, my children!”" And then we will
tell of all our sarthly experiences,
the holidays. the marviages, the birth
hours, the Lurials, the henrtbreals, the
Josses, the gains, the victorles; the de-
femin, and she will say 1" Nover wind, it
is all over now. |1 see each oue of you
bhas & orown, which was given you at
the gale as you cawe thiough, Now
cast it st the teet of the Ulrist who
saved ‘oﬂ and ssved me sud saved os
all k God. we are pever to part,
and for all the ngos of eternity you will
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Elovated Rivers,

The moet elevated river in the
world is the Desaguadero, in Bolivia,
It 33 of considernbls depth and its
whole length, from the village Desa
puadero, at the gouth extremty of
Titicaca, to the north end of the lake
Aullagas, is about 180 miles. The
average clovation of the wvalley or
tablelnnd of Desaguadero nbove the
level of the sea 8 about 18,000 feet,
The river whose source lies hizhest
is the Indus, which rises on the north
of the Kailas Parbat mountain in
Thibet, 22,000 feet above sea level, -
Brooklyn Eagle,

Overemning His Temper,

Prospective Motherin law— Before
you marry my son I want to tell you
now that he bas a frightful temper.

Prospective Daughter in-law—Oh,
that's nothing! Mwunma will cure
bim of that. 1used to have a fright
fully bad tempermyself, but mamnia
cured me ol it. —Ameriean Industries,
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