AT THE TABERNACLE.

REV. DR. TALMAGE PREACHES ON THE
BREAD QUESTION,

Some of the Causes Which Lead to the
Ever Prenont Distress Among the Work-
Ing Classos— Alcohol and Improvidence
Are Potent Factors,

BroorLyN, Jan. 7.—It seemed appro-
jriate that Dr. Talmage should preuch
thhis sermon after his personal contribu-
tion of 8,000 pounda of meat and 2,000
loaves of bread to the poor who gather.
ed shivering in the cold around the buk-
ery and meat store of Brooklyn, where
the food was distributed without tick-
ets, and no recommendation required
except honger. The text was, Matthew

xxvi. 11, “Ye have the poor always
with you,"'
* Who said that? The Christ who

pnever owned anything during his earth-
Iy stay. His cradle and his grave were
borrowed. Every fig be ate was from
some one else's tree, Every drop of
water he drank was from some one else's
well. To pay bis personal tax, which
was very small, only 811§ cents, he had
to perform a miracle and make a fish
pay it. All the heights and depths and
lengths and breadtbs of poverty Christ
meusured in bis earthly experience, and
when be comes to speak of destitution
He always speaks sympathetically, and
what he said then is a8 true now—"'Ye
bave the poor always with you.""

For 6,000 years the bread question
has been the active and absorbing ques-
tion. Witness the people crowding up
to Joseph's storehouse in  Egypt. Wit-
ness the famine in Samaria and Jeru-
silem. Witness the 7,000 hungry people
for whom Christ multiplied the loaves
Witness the nncounted millions of peo-
ple now living, who, 1 believe, have
never yet had one full meal of bhealth-
ful and nutritions food in all their
lives. Think of the 364 great famines
in England. Think of the 25,000,000
people under the hoof of hunger year
before last in Russia. The failure of
the Nile to overflow for seven years in
the eleventh century left those regions
depopulated. Plague of insects in Eng-
land, Plague of rats in Madras Presi-
dency. Plagune of mice in Essex. Plague
of locnsts 1n China. Plague of grass-
boppers in America. Devastation
wronght by drought, by deluge, by
frost, by war, by burricane, by earth-
quake, by cometa flying too near the
earth. by change in the management of
pational finances, by baleful causes in-

_numerable. | proceed to give you three
or four reasons why my text is marked-
ly and graphically true in this year
1804, s

THE TARIFF BUGBEAR,

The first 1eason we have always the
poor with ns is becanse of the perpet-
ual overbanling of the tarifl question,
or, as | shall call it, the tariffic contro-
versy, There ia aneed for such a word,
and so | take the responsibility of man-
ufacturing it. There are millions of
people who are expecting that the pres-
ent congress of the United States will
do something one way or the other to
end this discussion. But it will never
end. When | was b years of age, 1 re-
wember bearing my father and his
neighbors in vehement discussion of
this very question. It was high tarift
or low tariff or no tariff at all. When
your greal-grandchild dies at 00 years
of age, it will probably be from over-
exertion in discussing the turiff. On
the day the world is destroyed, there
will be three men standing on the post-
oftice steps—one a high tarif man,
anuther a low tariff man, and the other
a free trade man—each one red in the
face from excited argument on this sub-
ject. Uther questions may get quieted,
the Mormon question, the silver ques-
tion, the pension guestion, the civil serv-
ice yuestion. All yuestions of annex-
ation may come to peaceful settlement
by the annexation of islands two weeks'
voyage away and the heat of their vol-
canoes conveyed through pipes under
the sea made useiul in warming ounr
continent, or annexation of the moom,
dethroning the queen of night, who is
said to be dissolute, and bringing the
lanar populations under the influence
of our free institutions; yea, all other
questions, national and international,
muy be settled, but this tariffic yues-
tion pever. It will not only never be
settled, but it can never be moderately
guiet for more thap three years at a
time, each party getting into power
tuking one of the four years to fix it
up, and then the next party will fix it
down. Our finances eannot get well be-
cause of too many doctors, It is with
pick nations as with sick individuals,
Here is & man terribly disordered us to
his body. A doctor is called in, and he
administers a febrifuge, a spoonful ev-
ery hour. But recovery is postponed,
and the wixious triends call in anotber
doctor, and he says: ** What this pa-
tient needa is blood letting: now roll
op your sleeve!' and the lancet flashes.
But still recovery is postponed, and 8
bhomeoputhie doctor is called in, and he
swdministers some small pellets and
says, “*All the patient wants is rest."

Recovery atill postponed, the family
say that such mmull pellets cannot
amount to mach anyhow, and an alle-
pitlie doctor is called in, and he says,
" What this patient wants is calomel
and julap.” Recovery still postponed,
& bydropathie doctor is ealled in, snd
be says: “What this patinet wants is
bot and cold baths, and he must bave

nity, and under the constant changes it
s simply wonderinl that the nation still
lives. The tariff question will never be
soltled becauss of the fact—which 1
bave never heard any one recognize
bal nevertheless the fact—that high
tariff is best for some people and tree
trade is best for others. This tariffic
controversy keeps bosinesa  struck
throngh with ancertainty, and that un-
certuiuty results in poverty and wretch-
edness for a vast multitude of people,
If the eternal gnb on this subject could
have been fushioned into loaves of
bread. there would not be a hungry
man or woman or child on all the plan-
et. To the end of time, the words of
the text will be kept true by the tariffic
controversy—'* Yo have the poor always
with yon."'
ALCOHOL A8 A BOURCE OF DISTRESS,
Another canse of perpetual poverty is
the canse alcoholic. The victim doea
pot last long. He soon crouches into
thoe drunkard's grave. But what about
his wife and children? Bhe takes in
washing, when she can get it, or goes
ont working on small wages, because
sorrow and privation have left ber in-
capacitated to do a strong woman's
work. The children are thin blooded
and gannt and pale and weak, standing
around in cold rooms, or pitching pen-
nies on thestreet corner, and munching
a 8lice of unbuttered bread when they
can get it, sworn at by paseersby be-
cause they do not get out of the way,
kicked onward toward manhood or
womanhood, for which they bave no
preparation, except a depraved appetite
and frail comstitution, candidates for
almhouse and penitentiory., Whatever
other cause of poverty may fail, the sa-
loon may be depended on to furnish an
ever increasing throng of paupers. Oh.
ye grogshope of Brooklyn and New
York and of all the cities; ye mouths
of hell, when will ye cease to cyaunch
and devour? There is no danger of
this lignor business failing. All other
styles of business at times fail. Dry
goods storea go under. Hardware stores
go onder. Grocery stores go under.
Harness makers fail, druggists fail,
bankers fail, butchers fail, bakers fail,
confectioners fail, but the liguor deal-
ers never. It is the only secure business
I know of. Why the permanence of
the alcoholic trade? Because, in the
first place, the men in that businees, if
tight up for money, only have to put
into large quantities of water more
strychnine and logwood and pux vomica
and vitriol and other congenial concom
mitants for adulteration. One guart of
the real genuine pandemoniac elixir
will do to mix up with several gallong
of milder damnation, Besides that,
these dealers can depend on an increase
of demand on the part of their custom-
ers. The more of that stoff they drink.
the thirstier they are. Hard times,
which stop other business, only increase
that business, for men go there to
drown their troubles, They take the
spirits down to keep their spirits up.
There is an inclined plane down which
alcoholism slides its victims—clarct,
champague, port, cognac, whisky, tom
and jerry, sour mash, on and down un-
til it is a sort of mixture of kerosene
oil, turpentine, toadstools, swill, es-
sence of the horse blankets and general
nastiness, With its red sword of flame,
that liguor power marshals its proces-
sion, and they move on in ranks long
enough to girdle the earth, and the pro-
ceswion is headed by the nose blotched,
nerve shattered, rhenm eyed, lip bleat-
ed, soul scorched nebriates, followed
by the women, who, though brought ap
in comfortable homes, now go limping
past with aches and pains and pallor
and hungef and woe, followed by their
children, barefoot, uncombed, freezing,
and with a wretchedness of time and
eternity seemingly compressed in their
agonized features, '‘Forward, march!"
cries the liquor basiness to that army
without banners. Keep that influence
wuving on, and you will bave the poor
always with you. Report comes from
one of the cities, where the majority of
the inhabitants are out of work and de-
pendent on charity, yet last year they
spent more in that city for rum than
they did for clothing and groceries,
THE IMPROVIDENCE OF WORKMEN,
Ancther warranty that my text will
prove true in the perpetusl poverty of
the world 18 the wicked spirit of im-
providence, A vast number of people
have such small incomes that they can-
not lay by in savings bank or life in-
surance one cent a year., [t takesevery
farthing they can earn to spread the
table and clothe the family and educate
the children, and it yonm blame such
people for improvidence yom cpact &
eruelty. On such a salary as many
clerks and employees and wany minie
teras of religion live, and on such wages
as many workmen receive, they cannot,
in 20 years, lay up 20 cents, But yon
know and | know many who have com-
petent incomes, and conld provide some-
what for the future, who live up to every
dollar, and when they die their chil-
dren go to the poorhouse or on the
street. By the time the wife gets the
busband buried, she is in debt to the
undertaker and gravedigger for that
which she can never pay. Winle the
mwan lived bhe had bis wine parties and
fairly stank with tobacco, and then ex-
pired, leaving bis family upon the char-
ities of the world. Do not send [or me
to come and conduct the o
read over such a carcuss the™

will turn over the leaves of the Bible
to | Timothy v, 18, where it says: “'If
any provide not for his own, and -po-
cially for those of his awn hoose, be

bath denied the faith, and is woree

!
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victuals at the basoment door of an
earthly city. It seems to me there
ougnt to be & poorhouse somewhere on
the outskirts of heaven, where those
guilty of such improvidence should be
kept for awhile on thin goup and gristle
instead of sitting down at the King's
banquet. It s said that the church is
a divine institution, and I believa it,
Just as certainly are the eavings banks
and the life insurance companies divine
Institutions. As out of evil good often
comes 8o ont of the doctrine of proba-
bilities, ealculated by Professor Hugena
and Professor Pascal for games of
chance. came the calenlation of the
probabilities of human life as used by
lite insnrance companies, and po busi-
ness on earth is more stable or bonor-
able, and vo mightier mercy for the
human race has been born since Christ
was born. Bored beyond endurance for
my signature to papers of all ports,
there is one style of paper that 1 always
sign with a feeling of gludness and
triumph, and that 18 a paper which the
life insurance company requires fromn
the clergyman after a deceass in his
congregation, in order to the payment
of the policy to the bereft household. 1
always write my name then so they can
read it, 1 cannot help but say to my-
self: **Good for that man to have look-
ed after his wife and children after
earthly departure. May he have one of
the best seats in heaven!'' Young
man! The day before or the day after
you get marrfed, go to a life insurance
company of established reputation and
get the. medicul examiner to put the
stethoscope to your lungs and his ear
close up to your heart with your vest
off, and have signed, sealed and deliv-
ered to you a docnment that will, in the
case of your sudden departure, make
for that lovely girl the difference be-
tween a queen and a pauper.

I bave known men who have had an
income of 8,000, #4,000, 5,000, a
year, who did not leave one farthing to
the aurv'lving honsehold, Now, that
man's death is a defalcation, an out-
rage, & swindle, He did not die; he
absconded. There are 100,000 people in
America today a-hungered through the
gin of improvidence. "' But,'' say some,
“my incoms is 8o small 1 cannot aftord
to pay the premium on a life insor-
ance.”” Are you eure about that? 1f
you are gure, then you have a right to
depend on the promise in Jeremiah
zlix, 11, **Leave thy fatherlesa chil-
dren, I will preserve them alive, and
let thy widows trust in me.”" But if
you are able to, remember you have no
right to ask God to do for your house-
hold that which you can do for them
yourself.

For the benefit of those young men
excuse a practical personality. Begin-
ning my life's work on the muniticent
galury of $800 a year and a parsonage,
and when the call was placed in my
hands I did not know how in the world
[ would ever be able to spend that
amount of money, and I remember in-
dulging in a devont wish that I might
not be led into worldliness and prodi-
gality by such an overplus of resources,
and at a time when articles of food and
clothing were higher than they are
now, I felt it a religiovs duty to get my
life insured, and I presented myself at
an office of one of the great companies,
and I stood pale and nervous lest the
medical éxaminer might bave to de-
elare that I had consumption and heart
disesse and a bhalf duzen mortal ail-
wments, bot when I got the document,
which 1 have yet in full force, I felt a
sense of manlinres and confidence and
quietude and re-enforcement, whichis'a
good thing for any young man to have.
For the lack of that feeling there are
thousands of men today in Greenwood
and Laurel Hill and Mount Auburn
who might as well have been alive and
well and supporting their families.
They got a little eick, and they were
80 worried about what would become
of their households in case of their de-
mise that their agitations overcame the
akill of the physicians, and they died
for fear of dying. 1 have for many
years been such an ardent advocate of
life insurance, and my sermon on **The
Crime of Not Insuring'' has been g0
long used ou both sides of the sea Ly
the chief life insurance companies that
some people have eupposed that I re-
ceived wonectary compensation for what
[ bavo said and written, Not a penny,
{ will give any man §100 for every pen-
ny I have received from any life insur-
ance company., What I have said and
written om the subject bas resulted
from the conviction that these institu-
tions are a benediction to the human
race. Bat, alas, for the widespread im-
providence! Youarenow in your char-
ities helping to support the families of
men who bad more income than you
pow bave, or ever have bad, or ever
will have, and you can depend on the
improvidence of many for the truth of
my test in all times and in all places,
Yo huve the poor always with you."

LACK OF MENTAL BALANCE

Another fnct that you may depend
upon for perpetuul poverty is the in-
capacity of many to achieve a liveli-
bhood. You can go through any com-
munity and find good people with more
than ususl mental caliber, who never
have been able to support thewnselves
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cite of mining stock.as was ever print-
ed, and the only thing they will ever
got out of the investiment is the aforesaid
flluminated lithograph. They are al-
ways on the verge of millionairedom
and are sometimen worried as to whom
they shall bequeath their excees of for-
tune.” They invest in aerial machines
or new inventiona in perpetual motion,
and they succeed in what mathemati-
cians think impossible, the squnaring of
a circle, for they do everything on the
squaro and win the whole eircle of dis-
appointment.  They are good honest,
brilliant failures. They die poor, and
leave wnothing to their fumilies buta
maodel of some fnvention that would not
work and whole portfolios of diagrams
of things impossible.
but like them,
cheerful with great expectations. But
their childron are a bequest to the bu-
rean of city charities. Others admin-
ister to the crop of the world's misfor-
tune by being toounsuspecting. Honest
themselves, they believe all others are
honest. They are fleeced and scalped
and vivisected by the sharpers in all
styles of business and cheated ount of
everything between cradle and grave,
and those two exceptions only because
they have mothing to do in buying
either of them. Others are retained for
misfortune by inopportune sicknesa.
Just as that lawyer was to make the
plea that would bave put him among
the strong men of the profession, nen-
ralgia etung him. Just as that physi-
cian wad to prove his skill in an epi-
demic, bis own poor health imprisoned
him. Just as that mnerchant must be
at the store for some decisive and intro-
ductory bargain, he site with a rheu-
matic joint on a pillow, the room redol-
ent with liniment. What an over-
whelming statistic wonld be the story
of men and women and children im-
poverished by sicknesses! Then the cy-
clones. Then the Mississippi and Ohio
freshets. Then the stopping of the
factories. Then the curculios among
the peach trees. Then the insectile
devastation of potato patches and wheat-
fields. Then the epizootica nmong the
horseés and the hollow horn among the
herds. Then the rains that drown out
everything and the droughts that born
up half a continent, Then the orange
groves die under the white teeth of
the hoar frost. Then the coal strikes,
and the irom strikes, and the me-
chanice’ strikes, which all strike
labor harder than they strike capital,
Then the yellow fever at Brunswick and
Jacksonville and Shreveport, Then
the cholera at the Narrows. threatening
to land in New York. Then the Charles-
ton earthquake. Then the Jolhnstown
flood. Then burricanes sweeping from
Caribbean sea to Newfoundland, Then
there are the great monopolies that gul-
ley the earth with their oppressions.
Then there are the necessities of buying
coal by the scuttle instead of the ton,
and Sour by the pound instead of the
barrel, and so the injustices are mult -
plied. In the wakeot all these are over-
whelming illustrations of the troth of
my text, '*Ye have the poor always
with you."'
CELESTIAL INSURANCE,

Remember a fact that no one empha-
sizes—a fact, nevortheless, upon which
I want to pat the weight of an eternity
of tonnage-—that the best way of insur-
ing y.urself and your children and yonr
grandchildren against poverty and all
other troubles is by helping others. I
am un agent of the oldest insurance
company that was ever establisbed. It
ia near 8,000 years old, It has the ad-
vantage of all the other plans of insar-
ance—whole life policy, endowment,
joint life and eurvivorship policies,
uscending and descending scales of pre-
miam and tontine—and it pays up while
you live and it pays up after you are
dead. Every cont you give in n Chris-
tian gpirit to & poor man or woman, ev-
ery shoe you give to a bareloot, every
stick of wood or lump of conl yon give
to a fireless hearth, every drop of med-
icine you give to a poor invalid, every
star of hops you make to shine over
unfortonate maternity, every mitten
you knit for cold fingers, is a payment
on the premium of that policy. I hand
about 500,000,000 policies to all who
will go forth and aid the unfortunate.
There are only two or three lines in
thia policy of life insurance—Ps %li, 1
** Blessed is hethat considereth the poor;
the Lord will deliver him in time of
trouble. "’

Other life insurance companieg may
fail, but this celestial life insurance
company never. The Lord God Al
mighty is at the head of it, and all the
angels of heaven are in its board of di-
rection, and its assets are all worlds,
and all the charitable of earth and
heaven are the beneficlaries, *'But,"
says gome one, ‘I do not like a tontine
policy so well, aud that which youn
offér ‘18 more like a tuntine and to be
chiey paid in this lite.' *'Blessed in
be that considereth the poor; the Lord
will deliver bim io time of trguble,’
Well, if you prefer the old fashioned
policy of life insurance, which is not
paid till after death, you can be ao-
commodated. That will be given you
in the dmy of judgment and will be
banded you by the right hand, the pierced
band of ocur Lord himself, and all

ou do in the right epirit for the poor
payment on the premium of that life
insuzance policy. Iread you a pars-
graph of that policy: "*Then shull the
Kiog say unto them on his right bhand,
*Come, ye blessed of my Father, for 1
was hungered, and yo gave me mest; 1
was thirsty, and ye gave me drink; 1
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all go down., In the last great
earthquake all the cities will be
prostrated, and-as a consegquence all
banks will forever suspend payment,
In the last conflagration the fire insur-
ance companies of the earth will fail,
for how could they make appraisement
of the loss on A universal fire? Then
all the inhabitants of the round world
will surrender their mortal existence,
and bow could life insurance compa-
pnies pay for depopulated hemispherest
But our celestial life insurance will not
be barmed by that continental wreck,
or that hemisphorio accident, or that
planetary catastrophe., Blow it out
like a candle—the noonday sun! Tear
it down like wornout upholstery—the
last sunset! Toss it from God's finger
like a dewdrop from the aunther of a
water lily—the ocean! Scatter them
like thistledown before a schoolboy’s
breath—the worlds! That will not dis-
turb the omnipotence, or the compesure,
or the sympathy, or the love of that
Christ who said it once on eanth, and
will say it again in heaven to all those
who have been helpful to the down-
trodden, and the cold, and the hangy,
and the houseless, and the lost, ** Inas-
much as yo did it to them, yo did to
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