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GRAND ACHIEVEMENTS MAODE UNDE
NATURAL DISADVANTAGES.

Hév, Dr. Telnmge FPreathen an Eloquent

Sorason vt Nashiville — ilis Pleturesqn
Tert Apiritand Encouragement Fer )

Weuk nnd Humblo —A Dreexy Dlreoures,
NasuviLLe, Dee. 17.—Rev, Dr, Tul

mage, who is now in this city on hi
western lecture tour, selscted as hi

topic for today a text full of spiritual
encouragement for these wha lubor un.
der distdvantage in the struggle of life,
The text chosen was Isainh xxxiii, 28,

“The lame take the prey.”

The atter demolition of the Assyrian
host was bere predicted. Not only ro-
bnst men shonld go forth and gather the

spoils of conguest, but even men cri

pled of arm and erippled of foot ahouﬁ
go ont and capture much that was valn.

ablo. Their physical disadvantages
shiould not hindér their great enrich-
ment. Bo it has been in the past: o it
is now; #o it will be in the future, 8o it
is in all departments. Men laboring un.
der seamingly great disadvantages and
amid the most unfavorable eircam-
stances, yot making grand achievements,
getting great blessing for themselvea,
wrent blessing for the world, great bless-
ing for the church, and so “the lame
take the prey,"
CASES IN POINT,
Do you know that the three great
poeta of the world were totally blind—
Homer, Ossian, John Milton? Do yon
know that Mr. Prescott, who wrote that
enchanting book, **The Conquest of Mex-
ieo,” never saw Mexico, eould not even
pee the paper on which he was writing?
A framework across the sheet, between
which, up and down, went the pen im-
mortal. Do yon know that Gambassio,
the sculptor, could not see the marble
before him or the chisel with which he
cut it into shapes bewitching? Do yon
know that Alexander Pope, whose po-
ems will lust a8 long ns the English lan-
guage, was somuch of an invalid that
be had to be sewed up every morning in
rough canvas in order to stand on his
feet at all? A
Do you know that Btuart, the cole-
brated painter, did much of his wonder-
ful work under the shadow of the dun-
geon where he had been unjustly imnpris-
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A Ll who hnd

been blind from in-
fancy was cured. The oculist operated
apon the lad and then put a very heavy
bandage over the eyes, and after a fow
weeks had gone by the bandage was re-
oved and the mother said to her ohild
“Willie, can you sec? Ho sid, “Oh,
mamma, is this heaven? The coniraet
between the darkness befors and the
brightness afterward was overwhelm-
ing. And I tell you the glories of heaven
will be a thousandfold brighter for those
who never maw anything on earth,
While many with good vision olosed
their eyes in eternal night, and many
who lad a good, artistio and cultured
ear went down into eternal discord,
theso afflicted ones oried unto the Lord
in their trouble, and he mads thelr sor-
rows their advantage, and so *‘the lame
took the prey.”

In the seventh eentury thare was s ls-
gend of 8t. Modobert, It was said that
his mother wus blind, and ons day while
looking at his mother ho felt so sympa-
thetic for her blindness that he rushed
forward and kissed her blind epes, and
the legend says her vision cames imme-
diately, That was only a legend, but it
is @ truth, a glorions truth, that the kiss
of God's eternal love has bronght to
many a blind eya eternal illumination.
HOPES OF THE FUTURR,

A step farther: Thers are thoss in all
communities who toil mightily for s live-
iihood, They have scant wages. Per-
baps they are diseased or have physical
infirmities, s0 they are hindered from
doing = continnous day's work. A eity
missionary finds them up the dark al-
ley, with no fire, with thin clothing, with
very coarse bread. They never ride in
the street car; they canuot afford the 5
cents. They never see any pictures save
those in the show window on the strest,
from which tuey are often jostled and
looked at by some one who seems to say
in the look: “Move on! What are you
daing here looking ut pictures?

Yet many of them live on monntaines
of transfiguration, At their rough table

loned for debt? Do yon know that
Demosthenes, by almost superhuman ex-
ertion, first bad to conquer the lisp of
bis own speech before he conguered as-
semblages with his eloquence? Do you
kuow that Bacon struggled all throungh
fnnumerable sicknesses, and that Lord
Byron and Sir'Wiilter Scott went limp-
ing on clubfoot throngh all their life,
and that many of the great poets and
painters jand orators and historians and
heroes of theworld had something to
keep thers buck, and pnll them down, and
impede thefir way  sud eripple their phys-
ical or their intellectusl movement, and
yot that theypusied en and pushed up un-
til they réasched the spoils of worldly suc-
cess, and amid thehusza of nations and
centuries ‘‘tho lame took the prey.”

You know that a vast multitunde of
~ these men ktarted under the disadvan-
tage of obscure parentage—Columbus,
the son of the weaver; Ferguson, the as-
tronomer, the son of the 'I:Eh.ud
America the prey of the one; on
worlds the prey of the other. But what
is true in secular directions is more true
in epiritnal and religious directions, and
1 proceed to prove it.

There are in all communities many in-
valids, They never knowa well day,
They adhere to their occupations, but
they go panting along the strests with
exhanstions, and at eventime they lie
down on the lounge with achings beyond
all medicaments. They have tried all

, they have gone thmug
all the eures which were proclaimed
fallible, and they have come now to sur-
render to perpetual ailments. They con-
sider they are among many disadvaa-
tages; and when they see those who are
buoyant in health pass by, they slmost
enyy their robust frames and easy respi-
ration,

But [ have noticed among that inva-
lid class those who have the greatest
knowledgé of the Bible, who are in near-
est intimacy with Jesus Christ, who have
the most glowing experiencesof thetruth,
who have had the most remarkable an-
gwers to prayer and who have most ex-
hilarant anticipations of heaven. The

which weary us who are in
robust health they have wnquere:}

’ LAME TAKE THE PREY,

.':.ho aro alert and athletic and
swarthy loiter in the way—*‘the lametake
the prey.” Robert Hall an invalid, Ed-
ward an invalid, Richard Baxter
an invalid, S8amuel Rutherford an in-
valid, This morning, when you want to
call to mind those who are most Christ-
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he who fed the 5,000 breaks tlie bread.
They talk often of the good {imnes that
are coming. This world has no charm
for them, but heaven entrances their

spirit.  They often divide their scant

ecrust with some forlorn wreteh who
knocks at their door at night, and on the t‘;yh-' ‘“::' the p‘lr‘g m
blast of the night wind, as the door 0 29 werkers

opens to let them in, is heard the voice | 8chools thronghout thisland today? Men
of him who said, *'I was hungry, and he
fed me."
too bright to transport them, By'God's
help they have vanquished the Assyrian
host. They have divided among them
the spoils,
the prey.

No cohort of heaven will be

Lame, lame, yst they took

MORE CASES IN POINT,
I'was riding along the eountry rosd

;n;::t&;n:ii-unﬁ: ?:,n‘,ﬁn,.yf,ﬁ:}fd'é’; humble workers who are recruiting the
was going very slowly. At that rate it

y him two h togoa ;
;?;:,l_d h{; ‘:ﬂtgfiﬁ?w;ﬁld‘;f; ;;1:3 mf to | srgument, not by brilliant antithesis,
ride? He eaid: “Thank yon, I would,
God bless you."

When he sat beside
me, he said: "*You see, I am very lame
and very old, bat the Lord has been a
good Lord to me. 1 have buried all my
children. The Lord gave them and the
Lord had a right to take themaway,
Blessed be his name! [ was very sick,
and 1 had no money, and my neighbors
camein and took eare of me, and T wanted
nothing. I suffer & great deal with pain,
but then I have so many mercies left.
The Lord lias been a good Lord tome."

" And before we hud got far I was in
doubt whether I was giving him s ri_(le
or he was giving me a ridel Ha said:
“Now, if you please, I'll get out hers.,
Just help me down on my crutches, i
you please, God bless you. Thank you,
sir. Good momning. Good morning.
You have been feet to the lume, sir, yon

ve, Good morning.”

h.Bnrl.hy men hind gone the road that
dsy. 1do not know where they came
ont, but every hobble of that old man
was toward the shining gate. With his
old cruteh hehad struck down many a
Sennscherib of temptation whieh has
mastered you and me, Lame, so fear-
fully lame, so awiully lame, but he took
thlp.:ee{) farthér: There are in all com-
munities many orpbane, Duridg ouor
last war and in the years immediately
following, how many children ut the
porth and south-we heard say, *Oh, my
tather was killed in the war." Huve you
ever noticed—I fear you have nol—how

tarting under the greatest disadvan-
?nga. uxo orphan asylum conld do for
them what their father wouMl have done
h"?‘h!:’ :?i:ldx‘mbrr sat one night by the
light of fagots in the swamp, writing a
|letter home, when a wnrp-houwr‘n bfal-
let ended the letter which was never
folded, never posted and never m:ll
Those children came np under great dis-
sdvantage. No father to fight thelr -o.;',r!
for them. Peérbaps there was fn the
family Bible un old yellow W!hthe:'l
tast, which told the story of that b
long march and how he suffered in
bospital, But they looked -rlllthhrtlw*
uninthoﬂible.mdnuymmw .t::r’
of how God {s the father of the htt.h .
less and the widow's portion, snd ay'
poon took their father's place in phs

for thelr mother.
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| cessful in the work is that they know

well those children have tarned out! | B

tell you that you hay,

He‘lvghur wu{nm ST
o built the pyramide T o ki

who ordered them built? No: t::e pklr:gl:ﬁ
workinen who ndded stons after stone
and stone sfter stone. Who built the
dikes of Holland? The Fovernment that
ordered the enterprise? No; the plain
workmen who carried the earth sud rang
their trowels on the wall, Who sre thioss
[ $hat built thess vast citios? The capital-
rnlslal' No; the onrpenters, the masons,
{ the plumbers, the plasterers, the Unners,
| the roofers, dopendent on a day's wages
lfor A livelihood. And so in the great
wo?k of assuaging hninan suffering and
enlightening human ignorancs and halt-
ing human iniquity, In that great work,
the chief part is to be done by ordinary
men, with ordinary speech, inan ordinary
manner, and by ordinary meana.
The tromble is that in the army of
Christ we all want te be captains and
eolonelnand brigadier generals. Wears
not willing to maroh with the rank and
fils and do duty with the private soldier.
We'want to belong to the reserve corps
and read about the battle whils warming
ourselves at the campfires or on fur-
longh at home, our fest upom an otto-
man, we sagging back into an armchair.
As you go down the streat yon see an
excavation, and four or five men are
working and perhaps 20 or 80 leaning on
the rail looking over at them. That is
$he way it is in the ofiurch of God to-
day. Where you find one Christisn hard
st work, there are 50 mon watching the
job,

work and preach the gospel! You say,
"I have no pulpit.” You have, It may
be the carpenter’s bench, it may be the
mason’s wall. The robe in which you
are %o prociaim this gospel may bo a
shoemaker's apron. Bat wos unto you
if you preach not this gospel somewhere,
somehow! 1f this world is ever brought
to Christ it will be through the unani-
mous and long continned efforts of men
who, waiting for no spécial endowment,
consscrate ta God what they have.
Among the most useless people in the
world are men with 10 talents, while
muny a one with only two talents, or no
tulont at all, is domg s great work, and
#0 *‘the lame take the prey.”

There are thousands of ministers of

I stand here today to
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niree regret that our
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Oh, the brightest eyes in
It Bever saw on
B ears moat alert in hoaven
will be those that in this world heard
oice of friend nor thram of
doxology of |

One step farther: Thers are a great
many people discournged about gotting
to heaven, At my desk in The Christisn
Herald office I am in daily receipt of nu-
merous letters from
in good familles, and who bad Christian
rlﬂ'hl&l‘. but who frankly tell me that
hey are nstray & thousand miles from
the right track and fear their case is
hopeless. My brothers, it {8 to you [ want
0 preach now. I'have been looking for
you. I will tell you how yomgot astray.
It was not malicionsness on yYour part,
It was perlisps through the goniality
and roociality of yor nature that you
fell into sin, Yorjng.ndumd away from
Your duoty; you “lousciously left the
house of God: youn admit the gospel to
be true, and yet you have so grievously
and so prolongedly wandered you say
rencus iy impossible.

It would take a week to count up the
names of those in heaven who were on
earth worse than you tell me you are.
They went the whols round of inlquity;
they disgraced themselves; they dis
graced their homsshold; they despaived
of return because their reputation was
gono; their property was gone; every-
thing was gone. But in some hour like
this they heard the voice of God, and
they threw themsclves on the divine
compassion, aud they rose up more than
conquerors.  And I tell you there is the
same chanee for yon. That is one reason
why I ke to preach this gospel, so free
& gospel, so tremedflonsagospel. It takes
& man all wrong av.| makes him all right.
In & former aottlement where |
reached, a member of my congregation
quit the house of God, quit respectable
ecircles, went into all styles of sin, and
was slain of his iniquity. Tho day for
hia burial came, =nd his body was
brought to the houss of God. Some of
hia comrades who had destroyed him
were overheard slong the street, on their
way to the burial, sayiog, *Come, let us
goand henr Talmage damn this old sin
ner!®™ Ohl I had nothing but tears for
the dead, and I had nothing but invita-
tions to the living. You see, I conld not
do otherwise, “Christ Jesus came to
scek and save that which was lost.”
Christ in hisdying prayer said, ‘' Father,
forgive themn," and that was a prayer for
you and & prayer for me.

A PERSONAL APPEAL,

whom you have never heard—in log
oabins at the west, in mission chapels at |
the east—who are warring agminst the
legions of darkness, sucocessfully war-
ring. Tract distributers, month by
month undermining the citadels of sin,
You do not know their going or their
coming, but the footfalls of their minis-

celebrated, men brilliant, men of vast
estate? For the most part, not that at all,
I bave noticed that the chiel charnc-
teriatic of the most of those whoare suc-

their Bibles, are earnest in prayer, are
anxious for the salvation of the young,
and Sabbath by Sabbath are willing to
sit down unobserved and tell of Christ
and the resurreotion. These are the

great army of Christian youth—not by
might, not by power, not by profonnd

but by the blesking of God on plain talk,
and humble story, and silent tear, and |
anxiouns look, “"ths lame take the prey.”
Oh! this worh of saving the youth of
onr conntry—how few appreciate what
it is] This generation tramping on to
the grave—we will soon all be gone,
What of the nexti
NOT TALENTS, BUT EFFORT,

An engineer on s locomotive going
across the western prairies day after day
saw a littls child come ont in fromt of a
cabin and wave to him. 8o he got in
the habit of waving back to the little
child, and it was the day’s joy to him to
see this little one eome out in front of
the oabin door and wave to him while
he answered back.

One dsy the train was belated and it
cama on to the dusk of the evering. As
the enginoer stood at lis post he saw by
the headlight that little girl on the track,
wondering why the train did not oome,
looking for ihe train, kmowing nothing
of her peril. A great horror ssised npon
the engineer. He reversed the engine.
He gave it in chargeof the other man on
borrd, and then be olimbed over the en-
gine, and he came down en theeowcatch-
er. He said, though lie had reversod the
engine, it seemed as though i 'were go-
ing at lightning speed, faster and faster,
though it was really slowing up, and
with almest supernatural cluteh he
csught that child by the bair aud lifted
it up, and when the train stopped snd
the passengers githered arcund to see
what was the matter, there the ¢ld en.
ineer lay, fainted dead mway, the lttle
child alive and in his awarthy arms, )
#Ols," you asy, ""that was well done.
But [ want you o exercise some kindnesa
and wwalppradldunluwuﬂﬂwnm the
commutmity whoare suateliing fhe little
onés from under thy whesls of tempta-

Oh, start on the road to beaven today.,
You are not happy. The thirst of your
soul will never beslaked by the fountains
of sin. You turn everywhere but to God
for help, Right where you nre, call on
him. Ee knows yon; he knows all about
you. He knows all the odds against
which you have been contending in life,
Do not go to him with a long rigmarole
of & prayer, but just look ap and say,
“Help! Halp!"
Yet you say, “My band trembles so
from my dissipations, I can't even take
hald of & hymu book to sing.,"” Do not
worry about that, my brother; 1 will
give out a hymn at the close so familiar
you can sing it without a book, But
you say, ‘1 have such terrible hubits on
me, [ can’t get rid of them." My an-
swer is, Almighty grace can break up
that habit and will break it up. But
you say, *“The wrong I did was to one
dead and in heaven now, and I can't
correct that wrong.” You can correct
it. By the grace of God, go inio the
presence of that one, and the apelogies
you ought to hisve made on earth muke
in heaven.
“Oh," says some man, "'if I should try
to do right, if I should tom away from
my evildoing unto the lord, I would be
joatled, I wonld be driven back, nobody
would have any sympathy for me.” Yon
are mistaken, Here, in the presemce of
the church on earth and in heaven, I give
ou todsy the right hand of Christiun fel-
Lw God sent me bere today to
this, and he sent you here to hear
this: **Let the wicked forsake his way,and
the anrighteons man his thought, and let
him return unto the Lord, who will have
mercy, and unto our God, who will
sbundantly pardon.”
Though you may bhave been the worst
sloner you may become the best saint,
and in the great day of judgment it will
be found thet “where sin abounded
grace doss much more abound,” sud
while the spoils of an everlasting king-
dom are being awarded for your pur-
suit it will be found that “the lame took
the prey.” Blessed be God that we are
this Babbath one week nearer the oblit-
eration of all the inequalities of this life
and all its disquistudes,
Years ago, on & boat on the North
river, the pilot gave a very sharp ring to
the bell for the boat to slow up, The
engineer atiended to the machinery, and
then he came up with some slarm on
deck o see what was the matter, He saw
it was & moonlight night and there were
po obstacles in the way. He went to the
and said: “Why did you ring the
in that way? Why do you -um
stop! There's nothing the matter.”
the pil?;l sald to him, **There is s mist
gathering on the river; don't you mee
that? and there is night gathering darker
and darker, and | can't see the way.”
Then the engineer, looking around snd
souing it wes s Lright moonlight, looked
into the face of the pilot aud saw that
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