HIS SOUTHERN TOUR.

PR, TALMAGE PREACHES ON 8T, PAUL

AT BIRMINGHAM. ALA,

The Mirnoulons Cottvarsion of the Great
| pemmacator Rath an Encouragement nnd
a Warnlopg—0Out of Great Tribulatlons

come Zoal and Clear Views of Truth.

pirminonaM, Ala,, Dec. 10.—Rev, Dr,
Talmage, Wwho lécfured in this city yee-
ferday, having spoken during the week
wt Nashville, Memphis and other cities
|.mu-hed here this forenoon to o large
wndimmoe under the muplm of the B:‘ll}-
The subjeet was “Un-
porsed.” and the text chosen waw Acts
ix. 8-h: *And ns he journeyed he cume
Damasgons, ‘and suddenly there
shined round about him a light from
pesiven, and he fell to the earth and heard
a voieo saying unto him, 8aul. Banl, why
persecntest thon me? And be said, Who
art thon, Lord? And the Lord sald, |

tist church.

near

am Josnas whom thou persecutest.”

The Damnscus of Bible times still
It
was o gay city of white and glistening
arcliiteoture, its minarets and crescents
and domes playing with the light of the
morning sun; earbowered in groves of
olive and citron and orange and pome-
granate; a famous niver pluanging its
brightness into the scene; a city by the
ancients styled “a pearl surrounded by

gtands, with a population of 185,000,

emeralds,”
THE COMING TERROR.

A group of horsemen are advancing
upon that city., Let the Christians of
the place hide, for that cavalcade com-
ing over the hills is made up of persecu-
tors; their lender small and nnattzactive
in some respects, as leaders sometimes
are insigmificant in person—witnegs the
Duke of Wellington and Dr. Archibald
Alexander, But there is something very
intent in the eya of this man of the text,
sud the horse he rides is lathered with
the foam of 4 long and quick travel of 135
miles. He urges on his steed, for those
Christinng musgt be captured and si-
lenced, and that religion of the cross
must be annihilated,

Suddenly the horses shy off and plunge
until the riders are precipitated. Freed
{rom the riders, the horses bound snort-
ing away, You know that dumb ani-
mals, at the sight of an eclipse, or an
eanrthquake, or anything like a supernat-
ural appearance, sometimes become vary
uncontrollable, A new sun had been
kindled in the heavens, putting out the
glare of the ordinary sun. Christ, with

the glories of heaven wrapped about him,
looked out from s cloud, and the splen-
dor was insufferable, and no wonder
the horses sprang and the equestrians
dropped.

Dust covered and bruised, Saunl at
tempts to get up, shading his eves with

art thon, Lord?" and Jesusanswered him:
“1 am the one you have been chasing.
He that whips and sconrges those Dam-
ascens Christisns whips and scourges
me, It is not their back that is bleeding;
it is mine, It {snot their heart that is
breaking; it is mine. Iam Jesus whom
thou persecutest.”
THE DEFORMED TRANSFORMED.

From that wild, exciting and over-
whelming scene there rises up the great-
est preacher of all the ages—Paul—in
whose behalf prisons were rocked down,
befors whom soldiers turned pale, into
whose hand Mediterranean sea captaing
put control of their shipwrecking craft,
and whose epistles are the avant conrier
of a resurrection day.

I learn from this scene that s worldly
fall, sometimes a spiritual up-
lifting. A man does not get much sym-
pathy by falling oft & horse. People say
he onght not to have got into the saddle
it he conld not ride. Those of us who

sught up in the conntry remem-
::ruw‘:lrf Eow 1:.lma workmen laughed
when, on onr way back from the brook,
we suddenly lost our ride. When ina
grind review & genetul toppled from the
stirrups, it becams & national merriment.

Here is Paunl on horseback—s proud
man, riding on with government doen-
ments in his pocket, s graduate of amost
famous school, in which the celebrated
Dr. Ganfaliel had been a professor, per
baps having already attained two of the
three titles of the school—rab, the first
rabbi, the second, and on his way to
rabbak, the. thirl and ighest title, 1
know from his tempersment that his
horse ‘was ahead of the other horses.

time to think of what pos-
But withont - Sl >
he is tumbled

2 ot that was the best
into the dost. And y T Shay, vio-

lent fall he arose into the apostieship.
80 it has been insll ages, and soit i8 now.

ture he should take, or
eration for his dignity,

ride Paul ever took,

PURIFIED BY SUFFERING.

You will- nover be worth much for
God and the charch nutil yoﬁ:ﬂ {:ﬁu
oar uta upuet,
. "l:v. are thrown

fortune,

S

make us believe the
en with no en

dren in the infant
of age,

think that the religion that

coild on
ture suoh.a man as that must +

have some

ing orator; he was & poet of the
type. He had n nature that could
the leading men of
burled against
it tremble,
He-learned nll that he conld get in the
school of his native village; theg: he had
fone to a higher school nd there mas-
tered the Greek and the Hebrew and
perfected himself in belles lottres. until
in after years ho nstonished the Cretans,
and the Corintbians, and the Athenians
by quotations from their own anthors, 1
bave never fonnd anything in Carlyle or
Goeth or Herbert Spencer that conld
compare in strength or besuty with Pasl's
epistles, Idonot think thers is anything
in the writings of 8ir William Hamilton
that shows such mental discipline as you
find in Panl's argument about justifica-
tion and the resurrection. I have not
found anything in Milton finer in the
way of imagination than I can find in
Paul's illustrations drawn from the am-
phitheater,
There was nothing in Robert Emmet
pleading for his life, or in Edmund
Burke arraigning Warren Hastings in
Westminster hall, that compared with
the scene in the courtroom when, before
robed officials, Panl bowed and began his
speech, saying, I think myself happy,
King Agrippa, because I shall answer for
myself thisday.” Irepeat thata religion
that can capture & man like that must
have some power in it. It is thme you
stopped talking as though all the brain
of the world were opposed to Christiani-
ty. Where Paul leads, we can afford to
follow. '

Swamp
his own day, and
the sanhedrin he made

TALENTED CHRISTIANS,
I am glad to know that Christ has in
the different agea of the world had in
his discipleship a Mozart and a Handel
in music, & Raphael and a Reynolds in
painting, an Angelo and a Canova in
seulpture, & Rush and a Harvey in medi-
cine, & Grotins and a Washington in
statesmanship; a Blackstone, a Marshall
and a Kent in law. And the time will
come when the religion of Christ will
conquer all the observatories nnd nni-

leve that Christinnity is o
thing for men of small mlilmr.”for m
macity to reason, for chil-
class ander 8 yvears
tut not for stalwart men, Look |
at this man of the text! Do yon not

power in it? Fo waa a logician; he was |
& metaphysician; he was. an all oonqne:l

seoution ceased? No, Are yon not cari-
catered for your relirion? In proportion
Rayou Iry to serve God and be faithfnl

to him, are you not rometim -
| treated? y -

_ That woman finds it haed to be a Chris.
tinn a8 her husband talks and jeore
while ghe iy

trying to say her prayve
read the Bible, That d;iughhgnt"m;i L;:

hnrq to be a Christian with the whole
J family arrayed against her — father,
mother, brother and sister making her
l.'hu target of ridicule. That young mon
finds it hard to bo n Christiun in the
shop or factory or store when his com-
rades jeer at him hecanss he will not g
to the gambling hell or other places of
iniguity.

Oh, no, the days of persecution have
not ceased and will not until the end
of the world, But oh, you persecnted
ones, is it not time that you begsn tc
pray for your persecutors? Thaey are no
prouder, no fiercer, no more set 1n their
way than was this persecutor of the text,
He fell, They will fall if Christ from
the heavens grandly and gloriously looke
out on them. God can by his grace
mukeo a Renan believe in the divinity of
Jesus and a Tyndall in the worth of
prayer.

Robert Newton stamped the ship's
deck in derisive indignation at Chris-
tianity only a little while before he be-
came a Christian. *‘Out of my house,”
said a father to hisdanghter, “if you will
keep praying." Yet before many months
passed the father knelt at the ssme altar
with the child. And the Lord Jesus
Christ is willing to look out from heaven
upon that derisive opponent of the Chris
tian religion and sddress him, not in
glittering generalities, but calling him
by name: “John! George! Henryl—
Baul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?

HOPE FOR THE WORST,

Again, I learn from this subject that
there is hope for the worst offenders, It
was particulurly outrageous that Saul
ghould have gone to Damaseus on that
errand, Jesus Christ had been dead only
three years, and the story of his kindness,
and his generosity, and his love filled all
the air, It was not an old story, as it is
now. It wons a new story. Jesus had
only three summers ago been in these
very places, and Sanl every day in Jeru:
galem must have met people who knew
Christ, people with good eyesight whom
Jesus had cured of blindness, people
who had been dead and who had been
resurrected by the Baviour, and people

versities, and philosophy will through
her telescope behold the morning star of
Jesus, and in her laboratory see ‘‘that
all things work together for good,” and
with her geological hammer discover the

“Rock of Ages."
Oh, instead of cowering and shivering

tal
sl
our New Testament from your pocket

the road to Damascus while his horse
is Aiylng wildly awsy. Then ask yoor
skeptic *' 't it wasthat frightened the
oneand w the other, Oh, no, it is
no-weak ,spel. Itds a glorions gospel.
It-is an 6ll conguering; gospel. If is an
omnipotent gospel. It 4s the power of
God and the wisdom of God nnto salva-

tion.
HE MUSTVBE HUMBLED,

Again, Flesm from shetexta man can-
not become s Christisn: until be is un-
horsed. The trowble is, we want to ride
into. the kingdom of’ God just as the
knight rode intoi eastle gate! on, palfrey,
beautifully caparisoned. We want to
come into the kingdom of God in fine
#iyle. No kneoling down at the sltar, no
sitting on “anxious seats,” noerying over
sin, no begging at.the door of God's mer-
¢y. Clear the road and let us come in
ull prancing in the pride of our sonl,
No, we will never get into heaven that
way., Wemunst dismount, o
There is no knight errantry in religion,
po fringed trappings of repentance, but
an utter prostration before God, & going
down in the dust, with the cry, "“Un-
clean, unclean!"—a bewailing of the soul,
\ike David from the belly of hell—a
going down in the dust nntil Christ
shall by his grace lift us up us he lifted
Paul. Oh, proud hearted haarer, you
must get oft that horse! May a light
trom the throneof God brighter than the
gun throw you! Come down into the
dust and cry for pardon and life and
ven,
h!.iguiu, [ learn frouw this scene of the
text that the grace of God can overeome
the persecutor. Christ and Paul were
boys st the same time in different vil-
lages, and Paul's aatipathy to Christ wos
incressing. He hated everything about
Christ, He was going dom_;\ tl_uerlx w:_tl.\
writs in his pockets to have Christ's dise
ciples arrested. He was not guing as &
gheriff goes to arrest a man ngmngl.
whom he had no spits, but Puul was go-
ing down to arrest thur people because
was glad to arrest them.
mTha %iblu says, “He breathed out
slaughter.” He wsnted them captured,
and he wanted them butchered, [ bear
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when the skeptic stands before you snd |
ks of religion as though it were & pu- | Cprist's disciples, impatient at the time
llanimous thing—instead of that, take | i takes to feed the horses at the inn, not
he severe luster of the pulling at the snaffle, but riding with
bis hands from the seve and show him the picture of the intel- | |oee rein faster and faster,
Licavens, but unsuccessfully, for he is |, . oa1 giant of all the ages prostrated | ¢

struck stone blind as hecries ont, “Who o

rotting wrotches
around Rome

who could tell Paul all the partioulars of
the crucifiion—just how Jesus looked in
the last hour, just how the heavens grew
black in the face at the torture.

He heard that recited every day by
people who were acquainted with all the
circumstances, and yet in thefreah mem:
ry of that scene he goes to persecute

Oh, he was
he chief of sinners! No outbreak of
modesty when he said that. He wns a
murderer. He stood by when Btephen

overwhelmod, | way there m
been romething in i, And, my dear
brother, you will find thatthere is some.
thing in religion somewhore, 'The only
qn;.;'tiun is, Whery?

ere was a man who rode from .
ford ta London, 05 wiles, in five 2::::!
on horseback. Very swift. There was
A woman of Newmarket who rode on
horseback & thousand milesin s thousand
hours, Very swift. But thereare those
here—aye, all of us are #peeding on at
tenfold that velogity. at a thousandfold
that rate, toward etornity, May Al-
mighty Gud, from the opesing heavens,
flush npon yonr goul this hour the qnes-
tion of your eternal destiny, and oh, that
Jesus wonld this hour overcomms you

ust have

here with the puthos of & broken heart
and sobs into your ear: *'I have come for
thee. Icoame with my back raw from
the beating. I come with my feet man-
gled with the nails. I come with my

I come with my heart bursting for your
woes. Icanstand it no longer. Iam
Jesus whom thoun persecutest,”

A Traveler's Tale,

It was in a first class earriage, and the
passengers, throwing off all cold reserve,
had beem beguiling the journey with
pleasant conversation. One man in par-
ticular, whose bronzed and sun burned
features tbld of long sojourns in forsign
lands, had kept them all interested with
his anecdotes and stories of far distant
climes.

“"Yes, gentlemen,” said he, “there is
nothing like travel to expand the mind.
You gee 80 many sights that are novel
and have so many strange experiences
that a foreign tour is an edueation in it-
self. Now, I don't enpposs, for instance,
that many of you gentlemen have ever
seen 4 beet root putting on a waisteoat.”

The company sat up, staring in sar-
prise,

“Seen a beet root puttingon & waist-
coat? No, we certainly havo not,"

“Nor a lettuce donning s pair of trou-
serar’

"NO. "

*“Nora pile of mustard and cress get-
ting into & shooting jacket?

"NO. L

“Nor a spring onion fixing on its tie
and collar?”

“No, not even that,”

“Well, gentlemen,” said the traveler
as the train drew up in the station and
he prepared to escape, “yon may believe
me or believe me not, as you like. But
several times in my wanderings I have
seen with my own eyes not only & beot
root, or a lettuce, or an onion, but a
whole salad dressing."—London Tit-Bits,,

Egypt Ever (he Bame,
The characters in the “Thonsand and
One Nights" may be almost imagined to
step out of their setting words and ta
take form and glow with the generous
warmth of life before one's very eyes,
The natives still drink the same coffes
and ontof the same cups; they smoke the
sams pipes; they wear generally the same

died and helped in the execution of that
goond man,
When the rabble wanted to be unim-

ed in their work of destroying Steph-
en and wanted to take off their coats,
but did not dare to lay them down lest
they be stolen, Paul said, *“I'll take care
of the coats,” and they put them down
at the feet of Paul, and he watched the
coats, and he watched the horrid man
gling of glorions Stephen. In it a wonder
that when he fell from the horse he did
not break his neck—that his foot did nod
cateh somewhere in the trappings of the
saddle, and he was not dragged and kicked
to death? He deserved to die miserably,
wretchedly and forever, notwithstanding
all his metaphysics, and his eloguence,
and his logie.

THE CHIEP OF SINNERS,

He was the chief of sinners, He said
what was true when he said that, And
yet the grace of God saved him, gnd 80
it will you. If there is any man in this
house who thioks be is too bad to be
gaved and says, “'I bave wangdered very
grievously from God; I do not believe
thiere is any hope for me," I tell you the
story of this man in the text who was
bronght to Jesus Christ in spite of his
sins snd oppositian. There may be some
here who are as stoutly opposed to Cbrist
as Paul was. There may be some here
who are captive of their sins as uch #0
as the younyg man who said in regard' to
his dissipating babits: “I will keep on
with them, Iknow I am bru.l.kin“ my
mother's heart, and 1 know 1 am hllini
myself, snd 1 know that when [ die
shall go to hell, but it is now too late to

i
I“"'}I‘llm steed on which you ride may be
swifter and stronger und higher mettied
than that on which the Cllician perse
cutor rode, but Christ can catch it by
{he bridle and hurl it boack and harl it
down. There is meroy for you who say
you sre (oo bad to be saved. You say
you hive put off the mstter so long;
Paul had neglected it & gread while,
You say that the ain you have cominit-

Paul's, e
[ 0
m?lwe{i ;-'our own ruin; so did P.uL
And yet hs uum&wwm.o:dmmt
st of the heavenly thrones, there
wercy for you, and good days for you,

ou, if you will only
snd gladness h(;u,-i& i et “"ﬂ

him ap.

if 1ocan see Paul todsy
hway to Damas
dust from hiz

exasperatod Christ

dress; they play the same primitive ine
struments that whisper the same strange

sions wend their way along the streetsas
of 0ld; the popular festivals or moolids
are still observed with the sume untiring
capacity for enjoymont; the public re
citers wtill prcrice thelr profession bes
fore sdmiriug crowids; the water carriers
atill carry their burdens so welcome to
the thirsty lips; except in the houses of
the rich and thoroughly Europeanized,
tho food is still eaten with the fingers
and in the same munuer, and the hands
aro wished in the ssme basing and
ewers; the mosgue of El-Azhar still at-
tracts its crowds of stndents.

Even the old wooden lucks nnd keys are
still in use, and the wuter jurs arve still
kept cool in the lattice work of the over-
hanging mushrabiyeh window frames,
Instances of this sort might be multiplied
& bundrodfold. It is indeed & wonderful
change and contrast thut is presented to
the eye when you leave the European and
enter the native quarter.—Gentleman’s
Magnzive. —
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Too Boautiful to Live,
The pride and flower of all the youth
of the Zoo ia the young hippopotamus,
As it lies on its side, with eyes half
closed, its square nose like the end of a
bolster tilted upward, its little fat logs
stuck out stralght at right angles to its
body and its toes turned up like &
duck's, it looka like n gigantioc newborn
rabbit, It has a pale, petunia colored

The House Mover.

i

arons Halom, Oregon.

HOWARD,

4531 Marion Street.
Hans the best ollities mm %:.:

stomach, and the same artistic shade
adorns the soles of ita feet, It hasn
double ohin, and its eyes, like a bull
calf's, are set on pedestals and olose
gently as it goes to sleep with a bland,
pnormous smile. It cost £500 when
quite small, and, to quote the opinion of
an eminent grazier who was looking it
over with u professional eye, it still looks
like “'growing into mouey.” There are
vonnoisseurs in hippopotumus bresding
who think it almost too beantiful to live,
—London Spectator.
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