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A YOLUNTEER.

“General, you seem preoccupied,
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end then ought I to deny my senti-
ment for Polund—to retract the
words whigh I spoke so frecly? Oh
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This young officer was the brave
Calvinlae, an’ Auvergnese hghlund-
er, who, ‘before his thirtieth year,
had won already upon the battle
field his epanlets as o general of env-
alry.

They happened to be alone in a
vast salon at one of the old palaces
in Warsaw, the home of the countess,
who had been left a widow at 29.
A large fire burned in the enormous
fireplace of rose marble, upon the

ment of which the arms of Ze-
inska were finely sculptured.

The month of January, 1807, the
time of this story, was remarkable
It is
well known that Napoleon, after the
battle of Jena and the overthrow of
Prussia, conceived the gigantic idea
of a continental blockade, and in-
stead of enjoying in peace his tri-
umphs and. his glory wished to im+
pose by force on all Europe the ef-
fective execution of his projects
against England. For that he resolved
to pursue the remnant of the Prus-
gian troops to their last intrenchment
and to go to meet the Russian army,
which was still intact and under
the command of General Benning-
gen.

“"You are still mute, general,” con-
tinned the countess, *“Have I lost
your confidence(”

“Pardon me," replied Calviniac.
*You must excuse me for being
dreamy and preoccupied. You know
the emperor has withdrawn from
mae the command of my brigade for
a month because I expressed too
frankly my opinion of his indiffer-
ence to the sad condition of your un-
happy country. The emperor has
punished me severely, and here I
am far from my brave soldiers. 1
was quite happy in my disgrace,
gince it gave me the pleasure of be-

as a Poland countryman  desirous of
fighting for his country

“Why, general, do you wish to
enlist a8 a simple soldier? You will
have to ohey,
to march in the first vanks, to strug
gle hand to hand with the enemy!
It is to cortain death you voluntarily
run. Oh! What have I done—I,
who have rather encouraged you in
your resolution; I, who admire you
only to lose you? T was wrong. 1
was misled by blind patriotism. Re-
nounce your projects! It is your
daty to execute serupulously the or-
ders of the emperor.”

“No, countess, my duty is to be
whete the French are exposing their
Hvesf-tn brave the dangers that they
run.”

“Even breaking your word "

“I do not violate my oath since I
enlist as a volunteer."

“You are immovable. Do there-
fore as you wish. My best wishes
accompany you, and I will pray for
you. God grant that your temerity
may not e punished! Think of me
sometimes."

Bhe extended her hand, which he
kissed passionately, while she turned
aside her head to conceal the great
tears which glistened like diamonds
in her eyes.

Feb. B, 1807, at daybreak, the
French and Hussian armies met.
The troops of Benningseén covered
the mountain tops in front of the lit-
tle'town of Eylan. The emperor re-
lied upon this village, the cemetery
of which he occupied with the guard.
The vast plain which separated the
two camps was gloomy and desolate.
A white shroud of snow recently
fallen entirely covered the hard
ground. The sky was gray and
gloomy. The raysof the sun could
not penetrate the thick, (iosty at-
mosphere.

Upon the left, a little back of Ey-

ing received by you, in the midst of
the most glorious representatives of
Polish nolility, as an ally, as a
friend. You, the energetic and en-
thusiastic patriot, have keptup my
spirits, have permitied me the pleas-
ure of seeing you, of confiding in

you my caves and dreams, of admir- |

ing you, of lov"—

“Ah, generall”

“"Yes, I was going to say of loving
you. But am I worthy of express-
ing such a sentiment when I ought
to make a strange confession! You
gee me sad and preoccupied because
there isin me a violent combat. I
am happy, intensely happy, yet at
the same time, in spite of the charm
which chains me to your side, 1
would like to be elsewhere. The in-
action to which I am condemued
erushes me, I curse the severity of
my sovereign. I would like this in-
stant to mount a horse, cross War-
saw and rejoin the army, which
means to leave you, to flee from
your beautiful eyes, in order to see,

face to face, the horribie mustaches

of the Cossacks of Benningsen.”
“You are always frank, general

However, 1 admit this unforeseen

declaration has surprised me a little.

After 15 days of repose you become

dull and disconsolate. Youare home-
sick for camps and battles. My sa-

lon seems to you less attractive than
the snow."
1 heard
the work of concen-
rapidly; that the

your tent in the midst of
“Permit me to explain.
yesterday that

lau, was maseed the cavalry of Mu-
rat. In the first rank, among the
dragoons of General Grouchy, was a
simple cavalier, sword in hand, with-
out a distinetive mark, without a
| decoration, but superb in his martial
and determined bearing. It was Cal-
viniac.

ingtead of command, |

survey the frontof this admiraiic
pary of horsemen, Grave and |
somber, after a victory so hotly dis- |
puted, he pas<od at e slow gallop be- |
{ fore the soldiers, saluting the flag |
| lowered before him. Arriving op
posite the eighth regiment of dra-
goons, he slackéned hispace and said
to Grouchy, who followed him:

“Who is that cavalier in the first
rank, who holds hissword in the left
hand? He strangely resembles Cal-
vinine."

“Ho is a Polish volunteer," re-
sponded Grouchy. ‘‘Hewasengaged
several days ago and has fought
like a lion. Isaw him at work, and
I do not know of one more worthy a
reward,”

The emperor approached the pre-
tended Polander.

“Well, my brave fellow,” said he,
“I have the pleasure of congratulat-
ing you upon your courage. One of
my generals, Calviniuac, = recently
took the liborty of criticising my ac-
tiong. I have deposed him. You
may replace him, Ishall have then
at the head of my dragoons an of-
ficer worthy of them, whom I con-
gider a compatriot and a friend."

He resumed his course, followed
by his escort of superbly uniformed
generals,

The days which followed thia bat-
tle were employed in removing the
dead to the shore of the Vistula near
Warsaw. They were transported on
gledges aeross the vast plains, fol-
lowed by flocks of crows. Bome,
whom the guard would not permit
to be moved, remained in the con:
vent of Eylan, now transformed into
a hospital.

Among them was General Calvin.
iac, who was very ill with a fever,
He had sbused hisstrength. After
having fought all day, hisarm in &
sling, he was still at his post of hon-
or, but at night, when the excite
ment of the struggle and the emotion
of triumph were somewhat calmed,
his wound, which had reopened,
causad him violent pain, Fever set
in. The sargeons thought amputa-
tion would be npecessary, but know-
ing that the ball had not remained in

After the scene which we have de-
geribed the general lest no time.
Having dressed himeelf in theclothes
of & countryman and crossed the
plains of Lithuania, he presented
himself for enlistment to the first
| eolonel of dragoons whom he met

Thanks to his disguise, he was not

recognized, and he was goon able 1o

put on the green tunic with its yel

low cuffs and to take his place in the
| midst of his new companions, wear-
ing, like them, the white hreeches,
the regulation boots and the helmet
with an ornamental plume of black.

The battle was in progress all the
| morning. About 11 o'clock the now
fell in large flakes, blinding the eyes
of the French, who began to waver.
The emperor believed that his good
luck had forsaken him. He saw that
a superhuman effort must be made.
Calling Murat, he said:

"Well, are you gong to allow these
men to devour ust March forward
with all your cavalry.”

At the order Murat started like a
flash and drew up his 80 squadrons
in line of battle, placing aheud_ the
dragoons of Grouchy. Calviniac's
heart beat fast: At last he was going

the flesh and that the bone was unt1
injured they decided to wait n few

._ days.

| hime. A young and beautiful Polish

girl, weuring the graceful costume of
| the peasants of Ukraine, had pre
| sented herself to the outposts, saying
that she sought her brother, a vol-
unteer in the cavalry of Murat. The
Conntess Zelinska, for it was she,
bad had a presentiment of the result
of the battle, and following her fem- |
inine instincts she sought among the
wounded for her lover,

After a day of vain search, worn
out and anxious, almost despefate,
ghe conceived the idea of seeking
ghelter in the convent of the Bene-
dictines, Beeing that it was cceu mll
by the wounded French, ghe still
strength enough to search the large
halls, Asking explanations, Evinm
details, ehe finally discovered the lit- |
tle room where upon a camp bed was
extended, not her brother, as she
gaid, but be whom she loved more
dearly than a brother, gince she had
witnessed his chivalry and patriot-
ism.

The countess was not recognized
by Calvipise. Delirium bhad rohbed

The Twd Inapsotors.

Twe gentlemen, strangers to one an-
other, were traveling in the same coim-
partment. During the jonrney one of
theom asked the other to let himm measure
his valise, 'The latter cousented. Thim
the first pissencer, takine out a $-foot
rale, procecded to meastrs the articlein
question, after which ho safd:

] am very sorry, but your valise is
too large® for admission inside the car-
ringe. | am n railway inspactor and

heroic squadrons of Muzat, wished 18 | must infliot apon yon & fine of & francs |

for \ransgressing tho rales.”

The other paid thed froues and sald
to his fellow traveler, “Will yon allow
me to look st your B-foot rule for & mo-
wmont?™

“With pleasare,” said the latter and
nt once handed it to him,

After glancing at the rule the other
passenger said, I nm an inspector of
weights and measures, and as your foot
rule isnotetamped I must ask you to
pay mo a fine of 50 francs.”

And the railway inspector had to shell
out.—Vooe del Popolo,

Explained.

Irate Parent—It's over an hour since 1
sent you to the store to get those things,
and now yon have come back without
shem!

Small Boy—It was such a long time
scfore my turn came to be waited on
fhat I forgot what you wanted,

Irate Porent—Why dida't you come
aome to find ont?

Small Boy—'Fraid I'd loss my turnl-—
Harper's Bazar.

Safety Assured,

Old Lady—Oh, I always get so nerv-
ous on & raflrond, Don't you think
we're goin at an awfnl rate?

Mr, Iluck—Y-es, but you needn't
worry, mmm; there won't be any acci-
dent.

“How do you know there won't?™

“"Cause I've got sn nccident insuranoe
ticket."—No® York Weekly.

Heredlinry,

“Your daughter has a fine tonch, Mrs,
Morjarty."

“Y¥is, 8o they do be tellln me, an sure
‘tis no wonther, for she loves the planny
sn niver tires of {5, She bhas a great
tashte for mousic, but thin that's ownly
natural, for her gran'{ather had his head
brokin wid & cornet ut a pleniol”=Tit-
Bits.

A Musieal Mount.

Teacher (to littla Johnny)— What
monnt did the ark rest on?

Little Johnnie—I1 dou't know, ma'am,

Teacher—Oh, yes, you do. Mount
Ar-Ar"—

Little Johnmy—Oh, yes, 1 lmow,
Mount Ar-ra-ra Boom-deny.—~Harper's
Buzar.

Whiskers at an Enrly Age.
Bertie (agod § years)—Mamma, sin't
my face dirty?
Mamumu—2No, Bertie; don't you know

uurse washed Bertie's facothismorning? |
|  Happily, a woman watched near| Bertie (clinging t liis idea)—Don't |

pare, munman: feels dirty. Oh, 1 dea it
must be whisters tomin,—Texus Bift-
ings.

She HKnow.

“You understand, Belty,” said the
mistress, “that we are to move out of
this house the first of nex: month™

“Yes'm," auswered Botty, “I've boon

gweepin all the dirt into the registers for |

the last three weeks, mum.”—Chicago
Tribune,

Cnoght en tho Fly,

He (musingly)}—I shounld think a bridal
tour to the World's fair would be an
pvent to bo pleasantly remembered fin
after life.

S8hoe (enthusiastically)—Oh, it would!
But, John, this is so sudden.—New York
Premss. &

Thomas Muguire, who has besn ap-

ing ns & newaboy in “1402," has re-
signed and will enter a military acad-
emy at Chatelburg, near Philadelphia,
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THE GREAT REVOLUTIONS,

1815—Brazil was raised from s colony
to the rank of s kingdom. Tho roynl
family of Portugal had fled thither in
1808 to escape from the French.

1815—The Germanic confederation
formed after the overthrow of French
domination.

1815—Poland ecrected into a kinglom,
the Cenr Alexander ruling as king., A
eonstitution was granted, and the Poles
bud great hopes of freedom.

1819—Revolution by the United States
of Colombia against Spain, Independ.
enoe secured.

1890—~General revolt in Portugal
against the court, A constitution de
manded and granted.

1820—8panish revolution begun by
Risgo, The royal family imprisoned.
New constitution,

1821—Greck war for liberty, Inde.
pendence proclaimed, Assistance given
by England, France snd Tnssia. de
pendence noknowledged in 1828,

1821—Rebellion {n Wallachia and Mol-
davin against the Turks, Thess prov-
inees consolidated, called Roumania and
placed under the pratection of Russis in
1820,
| 1Ee1—Mexicun revolution. Independ-
| onee prociaimed aud & federal republio
esfnblighed,

1821—Revolt of Pern ngainst Bpain.
ence proclabmed and seoured

| Independ
An JHRn,

1891 —'The Central American states of
setnaly, Bun Sulvador, Hondurns,
Nicaruzna aml Costa Ricn deolared

| thonpselves independent, Separated from

| the Mexican confederstion in 1823.—8t
Louis (lobe-Democrat,
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