IMCREASE OF FAITH.

REV. DR, TALMAGE ON RE-ENFORCE-
MENT AT THE TABERNACLE.

How to Aoocom ilish This Desirable Resalt,
Boletion as a Convincing Witness—Wow
to Give Gespel Life to Freering Bounls

Broosl.yN, Stpt. 17.—In his sermion nt
fhe Brooklyn Tibernagle this fofenoon
rust ahode Witt Talotage preached to a
forcement,” the "Wl subject of “Re-en.
»Lord, incrénse our faith, " "ke xvii, 6,

“Whab a pity he {8 going there!" saia -

my friend, ‘amost distinguighed general
of the armyf, when he was told that the
reason for wy not bWelng present on s
celebrated day in Brooklyn was that on
that day I had sailed for the Holy Land.
“Why do you say that® ingnired some
one. My military friend peplied, *Oh,
be will be disillngioned when he gets
nmid thesqualor and commionplacoscenes
of Palestine, and his faith will be shaken
In Christianity, for that is often the re-
sult.” The great general misjudged the
cass,

I went to the Holy Land for the one
purpose of haviog my faith strength-
ened, and that was the result which
came of it. In &ll our journeying, in all
our reading, in all our associutions, in
all onr plans, sugmentation rather than
the depletion of our faith should be our
chief desire, It is easy enough to have
vur faith destroyed. I can give youa
recipe for its obliterntion. Read infidel
books, have long and frequent conversa-
tions with skeptics, attend the lectures
of those antagonistic to religion, give
full swing to some bad habit, and your
faith will be so completely gone that
you will langh at the idea that you ever
had any.

If you want to ruin your faith, yon can
do it more easily than you can do any-
thing else. After believing the Bible all
my life I cansee u plain way by which, in
six weelks, [ could enlist my voice and pen
and lLieart and head and entire nature in
the bombardment of the Seriptures and
the church and all I now held sacred.
That it is easy to banish soon and forever
all respect for the Bible [ prove by the
fact that so many have done it. They were
not particularly brainy nor had especial
force of will, but they so thoroughly ao-
complished the overthrow of their faith
that they have no more idea that the
Bible is true, or that Christianity
amounts to anything, than they have in
the truth of the “Arabian Nights' Enter-
tainments” or the existence of Don Quix-
ote’s “windmills," They have destroyed
their faith so thoronghly that they never
will have areturn of it.

Fifty vevivals of religion may sweep
over the city, the town, the neighbor-
hood where they live, and they will feel
nothing but & silent or expressed dis-
yust. There are persons in this house
today who 20 years ngo gave up their
faith, and they will never resume it. The
black and deep toned bell of doom hangs
over their hend, and I take the hamme:

f that bell, and I strike it three times

ith all my might, and it sounds, woel
woel woe! But my wish, and the wish
of most of you, is the prayer expressed
by the disciples to Jesus Christ in the
words of my text, “Lord, increase our

faith.”
STRENGTH OF THE BIBLE,

The first mode of necomplishing this
is to study the Bible itwelf. I do not be-
lieve there is an infidel now alive who
has read the Bible through, But as g0
important & document needs to be read
at least twice through in order that it
may be thoronghly understood, and read
in course, I now offer §100 reward to
any infidel who has read the Bible
ihrough twice and read it in course. But
1 cannot take such & man's own word for
it, for there is no foundation for integri-
ty exoept the Bible, and theman who re-
jects the sourcs of truth how can I ac-
cept his truthfulness?

8o I mnst have unother witness in the
case before 1 give the reward. I must
have the testimony of some one who has
seen him read it all through twice. In-
fidels fish in this Bible for incoherencies
and contradictions and sbsurdities, and
if you find their Bible you will see inter-
lineations in the book of Jonah and some
of the chapters of that unfortunate
prophet nearly worn out by much use,
and some parts of IT SBamuel or 1
Kings you will find dim with finger
muarks, but the pages which contain the
Ten Commandments, and the Psalms of
David, and the sermon on the mount, and
the book of John the Evangelist, will
not bave asingle lesd pencil strokein the
margin nor any finger warks showing
frequent perusal.

The father of one of the presidents of
the United Btates was a pronounced in-
fidel, Ikoew it when many years ago I
accepted his invitation to spend the
night in his home, Just before retiring
at night he said in & jocose way, 'l
#n yon are scoustomed to read the
Bible before going to bed, and here is
my Bible from which to read."” He then
told me what portions he would like to
have me read, and he only asked for
those portions on which he cpuld easily
e facetious.

You know you can make fan
anything. [ suppose you could take
lust letter your father or mother ever
vrote and find mmel.binbf ttr: the grnm' &b;
) ur or the spelling or % nor o
penmanship about which to be derisively
critical, The internal evidencmumghty
truthfulness of the Bihhe 1,600,000,000
that no une man wwent populstion or the |
of theanuions of the past ever read the

sible in course, and resd it prayerfully
and carefully, but was led to believe it
John Murray, the famous book pub-
lisher of Edinburgh snd the intimate
friend of Bouthey, Coleridge, Walter

—_— —R
sharged and surcharged with defains
tlons and indelicacies. The *“Memodry'
wero rand and pondered, and the decision
pame that they must be burned, and not
antil the lnst word of those “Memoirs'
went to ashes did the literary compnns
Repurats,

But suppose, now, ull the bestspirits of
ull ages were assembled to decide the
fate of the Bible, whichis the last will aned
testan. ot of our Heavenly Father, aud
thesa 1. noirg of our Lord Jesus, what
wonlid be the verdict?  Shall they burn,
or shall they live? The nnanimoons vers
dict of all is, ““Let them live, thongh all

else burm.,” Then pnt together on the
& hand all the debanchees and profli-
o wilm of the ages, and their
W_r-ruing the Bible

A
unanimons
would be, “Let it bur

Mind you, I do not sy that ais . .
are immoral, but I do say that all tfﬂg
serapegraces and sconndrels of the uni-
verse agree with them about the Bible,
Let me vote with those who believe in
the holy SBeriptures, Men believe other
things with balf the evidencs required tec
belisvethe Bible. The distingnished Ab-
ner Kneeland rejected the Scriptures
and then put all his money into un en-
terprise for the recovery of that Locue
pocus “Captain Kidd's trepsures,” Knee-
land's faith for doing so being founded
on a man's statement that he could tell
where those treasures were Loried from
the looks of a glass of water dipped from
the Hudson river,

The internal evidence of the authen-
ticity of the Scriptures is so exact and
§0 vivid that no man, hopest and sane,
caf thoroughly and continunously and
prayerfully read them without entering
their discipleship. So I put that inter-
nal evidence paramount, How are you
led to belisve in a letter you received
from husband or wife or child or friend?
You know the handwriting. You know
the style, You recognize the sentiment.
When the letter comes, you to not sum-
mon the postmaster who stamped it, and
the postmaster who received it, and the
letter carrierwho brought it to your
door to prove that it is a uine letter,
The internal evidence settles it, and by
the same process you can forever settle
the fact that the Bible is the handwrit-
ing und communication of the infinite
God.

A SUBLIME PHILOBOPHY.

Furthermore, as 1 have already inti-

mated, we may inorease our faith by the
testimony of others, Perhaps we of less:
er brain may have been overcoms by
superstition or cajoled into an acceptance
of a hollow pretension. 8o I will this
morning turn this house into a court-
room and summon witnesses, and you
shall be the jury, and I now impanel you
for that purpose, and I will put npon the
witness stand men whom all the world
acknowledge to be strong infellectually
and whose evidence in any other court-
room would be incontrovertible, I will
not eall to the witness stund any min-
ister of the gospel, for he might be prej-
udiced.
There are two ways of taking an oath
ig 8 COUTITOOmM. OUne I8 Wy puting the
lips to the Bible and the other is by
holding up the right band toward heav-
en. Now, as in this cuse it is the Bible
that is on trisl, we will not ask the wit-
ness to put the book to his lips, for that
would imply that thesanctity and divin-
ity of the book is settled, and that would
be begging the question, 8o I shall nek
epch witness to lift his hand toward
Leaven in affirmation,

Silmon P. Chase, chief justice of the
gupreme court of the United States, ap-
pointed by President Lincoln, will take
the witness stand, *“Chief Justice
Chase, upon your oiath, please state what
you have to say about the book common-
iy called the Bible.,” The witness re-
pliest “There came & time ‘in my life
when I doubted the divinity of the
Scriptures, and 1 resolved, asa lawyer
and judge, I would try the book us I
would try anything in the courtroom,
taking evidence for and ngainst, It
was & long and s®ions and profound
study, and using the same principles of
evidence in this religions matter ns I
always do in secular matters I have
come to the decision that the Bible is a
supernatural book, that it has come
from God, sud that the only safety for
the haman race is to follow ita teack-
ings,” ‘‘Judge, that will do, Go Wk

in to your pillow of dust on the
banks of the Ohdo."

Next I put upon the witness stand a
president of the United States—John
Quincy Adams, President Adams, what
have you to say about the Bible and
Christianity?” The president rephm-:"‘!
bave for many yeurs made it & practice
to rend through the Bible once & yoar.
My custom ia to read four or five chap-
ters every morning lmmediately after
arlsing from my bed, It employs about
an hour of my time and seems to me the
most suitsble manner of beginning the
day. In what light soever we regard
the Bible, whether with reference to Tev-
elation, to history or 1o morality, it 1
an invaluable and inexbaustible mine of

owledge and virtoe”
kn}q.,,t lslm: upon the witness stand Sir
[saac Newton, the suthor of the "Prn-
cipia" and the greatest ngtural plnlmto-
er the weorld has ever seen. bll'
what have yon to say eoncernig’
the Bible? ‘The philesopheafsind to be
“Wea account the Boxigtfhy."
the most subliptin the witness stand the

Nextdiont of letters, Sir Walter
d when I ask him what be
thinks of the place that our grest book
ought to take among other books he re-
plies, *There is Lut ono book, and that
is the =

Next I put upon the staud the most
tamous geologist of all time, Hugh Mil-
ler, an elder of Dr. Guthrie's Presby-
tarian church in Edinburgh, snd Fars
day and Kepler, and they all testify to
the same thing. They all say the Bible
is from God, and that the wightiest in-
flnence for gord that ever touched our

« is Clyristinuity.
ki "‘r:d'hantvliur Keut, what do you think
of the Bible? Answer: “No ul_wthoob
ever addressed (taell 80 lut!wr\uﬂv::z
and po pathetically tothe Judguent
moral senso of masikind.”

vEdmund Burke, what do you think
of the Bible® Answer: "l have read

|

the Bible moming, voon and night, and
have ever since b n the happier and the
better man for such reading.”

Next 1 put upon the siand Willlam E,
Gladstone, the head of the English gov-
ernment, and [ hear him saying what
he gaid to me in Junonry of 1800, when
in reply to his telogram, “Pray come to
Hawarden tomorrow,” 1 visited him.
Then and there I asked him as to wheth-
er in the passage of years his faithin the
holy Scriptures and Christianity was on
the increase or dearease, and he turned
upon me with an emphasis and eutlosi
nsm such ne noone who has not con-
versed with him can fully appreciate
and expressed by voice and gesture and
illumined conntenance his ever increas-
ing faith in God and the Bible and Chris-
tianity as the only hope of cur ruined
\:vr.;rld. ““That is all, Mr. Gladstone, we

. 4ake of $our time now, for, from
the re]bﬁ ' ® ayhat is going on in Eng-

land just now By
3 v £ %3l yon are very
busy,

The next man I put upon the Wik,
stand is the late Earl of Kintore, and 1
ask him what he thinks of Christianity,
and he replies, “Why do you ask me
thst? Did yonr not hear me preach Chrigt
in the Midnight Miesion of London?"
“Oh, yes! I remember!” But 1 see
many witnesses present today in the
conrtroom, and I call yon to the witness
stand, but I have only a second of time
for any one of youn. Asayou pass along
just give ome sentence in regard to

ristianity, *“Under God it has
changed wmy entire natore," seys
one, *It bronght me from dranken-
ness and poverty to sobriety and a
good home," says another. *It solaced
me when 1 lost my child,” says another,
“It guve me n hope of future treasures
when my property was swept off by the
lust panic,” says another, *It hasgiven
me a peace and & satisfaction more to me
than all the world beside,” says another,
“It hna been to me light and music and
fragrance and radiant anticipation,”
says another. Ah! stop the procession
of witnesses. Enough! Enough! All
those voices of the past and the present
have mightily increased onr faith.

TESTIMONY OF THE ROUKS,

Again, our belief is re-enforced by ar-
chmological exploration. We mustcon-
fess that good men at one time were afraid
of geologist's bammer and chemist's cru-
cible and archmologist’s investigation,
but now iutelligent Christians are re-
ceiving and still expeoting mothing but
confirmation from all such sonrces. What
supports the Palestine Exploration soci-
ety? Contributions from churches and
Christian benefactors. I saw tho marks
of the shovels of that exploring society
amid the ruins of ancient Jericho and
all up snd down from the Dend sea to
Cgesares Philippl. *Dig away!" says the
church of God, “and the deeper you dig
the better I like."

The discovered monuments of Egypt
have chiseled on them the story of the
sufferings of the Israelites in Egyptian
bondage, as wa find it.in the Bible—

i abla gtone. raprossnta
:?::t;‘:' cl# %ﬁgr :‘ﬂro. of the whips and
of the taslmasters who compelled the
making of bricks without straw. Ex-
humed Nineveh and Babylon, with their
dusty lips, declare the Bible true, Na-
polson's soldiersin the Egyptian cam-
paign pried up a stone, which yon may
find in the British museum, & stone, as
1 remember it, presenting perhaps two
fact of lettered surface. It contains words
in three lnnganges, That stoue was the
key that unlocked the meaning of all
the hieroglyphics of tombs and obelisks
and tells over and over again the same
events which Moses recorded.

The sulphurons graves of Sodom and
Gomorrah bave been identifisd.  The re-
maings of the tower of Babel have been
found. Assyrian dognments lifted from
the saud and Behistun fuscription hun-
dreds of feet high up on the rook echo
and re-echo the truth of Bible history.
The sigus of the time indicate that al-
most every fact of the Bible from lid to
lid will find its corroboration in sucient
city disentombed, or ancient wall
eleared from the dust of ages, or suclent
document unrolled by archmologist.

Befora the world rolls on as far into
the twentieth century as it has alresdy
rolled into the minetoenth an infidel
will be 8 mon who does not believe his
own senses, and the volumes now crit-
jcal and desumeiatory of the Bible, If
not entirely devastated by the book-
worms, will be taken down from the
shelf as ouriosities of ignorance or idioey,
All success to the pickaxes and grow-
bars nud powder blasting of those apos-
tles of archmological exploration, I like
the ringing deflunce of the old Haguenots
to the assallants of Christianity: “Pound
away, you rebels! Your haromers break,
bat the anvil of God's word atands.”

How wonderfully the old book hangs
together, It is & library made up of 60
books and written by st least 89 authom.
It is & supernatural thing that they have
stuck together. Take the writings of any
other 30 suthors, or any 10 authors, or any

boola; und put-pyy G030 on e lnst page
of Genesis and let rue know it, and 1
oun tell you what is ¢ir the noxt page—
namoly, the first chapter of Exodus; or
while thms blindfolded put my finger on
the last chapter of Matthew and lot me
kiow it, and I will tell you what is on
the next page—namely, the first chapter
of Mark. In the pile of 500,000,000
Bitles there will be no exception. In
other words, the book givea me confi-
dence by its supernatural adbesion of
wriling to writing

Eventhostouto b ghipsomotimes shifts
fts cargo, and that is what made ounr
perll the greater in the ship Groece of
tie Nuowonnl line when the cyclone
struck us off thes coast of Newfoundland,
and the cargo of irou had shifted aathe
ship swung from larbonrd to starbonrd,
and from starboard to larboard, But,
thanks be to God, this old Bible ship,
though it has been in thonsands of years
of tempest, has kept its cargo of gold
and precious stones compact and anre,
and inall the centuries nothing about
It lds. ghifted. There they stand,
shoulder 4, ghoulder, David and Salo-

mon  and Isigh and Jereminh pe?
Ezokiel and Dania) w3 rrosen and foel

and Amos sud Obadish and Jonah and
Micah and Nshom and Habakkuk and
Zephaniah and Haggai and Zechsriah
and Malaehi and Matthew and Mark
and Lnke and John and Paul and Peter,
all there, nid with n certainte of belng
there until the heavens and the enrth,
the creation of which is desoribed in the
first book of the Bible, shall have Col-
lapsed, and the white horse of the con-
queror, desaribed in the last book of the
Bible, ahall paw the dust in universal de-
molition. By that tromendous fact my
faith is re-anforoed.

The discusgion {8 abroad as to who
wrote those books of the Bible called
the Pentateuch, whether Moses or
Hilkiah or Eara or Samuel or Jeremiah
or nnother group of sncients. None of
them wrote it.  God wwote the Penta-
teuch, and in this day of stenography
and typewriting that ought not to bea
diffienlt thing to underatand. The great
merchants pud lawyers md editors and
business men of our towns and cities
dictate nearly all thelr letters; they only
gign them after they ure dictated, The
prophet and evangelist and apostle were
Jehovah's stenogriuphers or typewritors.
They put down only what God dictated;
he signed it aftervard, ITo hus been
writing his name upon it all through the
vicissitudes of centuries,

THE PRAYER OF PAITH,

But I come to the height of my sub-
ject when 1 say the way to re-enforce
our faith is to pray for it. Bo the disci-
ples in my text got their abounding
fuith, ‘‘Lord, increase our faith,” Bome
one suggests, “‘Do you really think that
prayer amounts to anything? 1 might
as wall'ndle you, is there n lino of tele-
graphic poles from New York to Wash-
ington, is there a line of telographio
wires from Manchester to London, fromg

Cologne to Boerlin? All the utogle who
Raws v e dewta e wedad o ool Vorid LU 8 0N Those

lines know of their existence. 8o there
are millons of souls who have been in
constant communiention with the cap-
ital of the universe, with the throue of
the Almighty, with the great God him-
self, for years and years and years,

Thoere has uet betn a day when sup-
plications did not faih up snd blessings
did not fush down, Will some iguo-
ramus, who has never recelved a tele.
gram or sent one, come and tell us that
there s no such thing as telegraphic
communication? * Will some one who
lhns never offered w prayer that was
heard and suswered come and tell us
thet there is nothing in prayer? It may
nob pomo as we expect it, but as sure as
an honest prayer goes up a merciful
answer will come down,

During the blizzard of four or five
years ngo, you know that many of the
telograph wires were prostrated, and 1
telograpbed to Chicago by the way of
Liverpool, and the answer ufter awhils
came round by another wide clronit
pod #o the prayer we offer muy come
back fu 8 way wo never imagined, and
if wo nak to have our faith increased,
plthough it maycowe by n widely dif-
ferent proocess than that which we ex-
pected, our confdence will surely be
au nted.

h, put it in \very prayer you ever
maks betwern Your pext breath and
your last gasp, “Lord, iucrease our
faith"—fnith in Christ os onr personal
pansom from preient guilt and eternal
eatastrophe; faitl in the omuipotent
Holy Ghost: falty in the Bible, the
truest volume eve dictated or written
or printed or rad; fuith in adverse
providenoes, harioniged for our best
wellure; fuith inn judgment day that
will set nll thingd right which have for
Y] been wrong.

Increase our fakh, not by & fragile ad-
dition, but by an Binitnde of recupers-

tion. Lt us do SaFCy Siiigne I the

country Whiln 1 ouse after &

5 anthors, and put them together, ang
how long would they at:uy mlﬂhd
Books of “‘elegant exigy- proverbial!
from many SO knew onesach

short livedue, the publisher's phrase,

[

!
|

whit Tife in it" for five year,

Why s it that the Bible, made up of
the writings of at least 88 anihors, has
kept tognther for a long line of centu-
ries when the natarsl tendancy would
have boen to fly apart lke looss sheets of
paper when a gust of wind blowa upon
them? It is becanse God stuck thewn to-
gether and keops thom together, But for
that Joshua would have wandered off In
one directivn, snd Paul into another, and
Ezekisl into another, and Habakkuk luto
another, and the 80 authors into 80 direc-

Put the writings of Slhakespears snd
Tennyson and Longlellow, or any part
of them, together, How loag would they
stay together? No book Mndery could
k them together, But the cannon of |

wre in luaded now with the sama |

ammesnition with which prophet sod
w ioaded it
Bring me all the Bibles of the earth

into ome pile, snd blindfold me so that ||
counct tell the differsnce twtwpen day

at A and the well had been d

and the cattle wosusd with thirst at the
bars, and the meadow brook had ceaned
to run, and the grass withered, und
the corn was shriveled up, snd one day
there was & grow]l of thunder, and
then a congregation of elouds an the
sky, and then o startling fash, and then
& dremohing rain, and futher and mother
put barrels under every spont st the cor-
ners of the house sud seb palls and buck-
els and tubs and pans and plichers to
cateh as much as they could of the show-
er. For tuwany of vur souls thers has
boen & long drought of contldence and
in many no faith ot all, Let us set out
all our stffectivus, all our hopes, all cur

O Lo, s, all our prayer, to eateh
s wighty shower. “Lord, incrosss onr
fuith.”

I liko the way that the wiuister's wid-
ow did in Elisha's time, wheu, after the
family beiny very unfortunste, hor two
sons were sbout to be sold for debt, and
she had notbing 1o the bonse bat & pot
of ofl, sod st Eimha's direct’ » abe bor-
cowed from hoer uelghbiops wll the vessals

‘-Mmhﬂm‘-“hm&

out the oil into those vesels and
mmﬂnﬁuﬂﬂh“lﬂ&
en
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snswer cams, “‘There 18 nut a4 vessel
more.” Bo let us take what oll of faith
wo have and use it antil the supply
whall be miraculously multiplied. Bring
on your empty vessels, and by the power
of the Lord God of Elisha they shall be
filled until they can held no more of
jubilant, all inspiring and triomphant

faith,
RESUSCITATION,

What a frightful time we hadas fow
dnys agodown on the coast of Long Is-
Iand, where I have been stopping, That
nrchangel of tempest whioh, with its
awfnl wings, swept the Atlantic const
from Morida to Newfoundland did not
spare our region. A fow miles away, at
Bouthampton, I saw the bodies of four
men whom the storm had slain and the
sen had cast up. As Istood there among
the dead bodios I said to myself, and 1
said aloud: “These men ropresent homes,
What will mother snd father nnd wife
and children say when they know thist

Bome of the victims were unkmown,
Only the first nume of two of them was
found out—OCharley snd Willinm, 1
wondered then and I wonder now if they
will reminin unknown and {f sowe kin-
dred far away may be waiting for their
coming and never hear of the rough way
of their going, 1 saw nslso one of the
three who had come in alive, but more
dead than alive, The ship had becoms

helpless six_miles ont, and a8 one wava
swept the deck and went down on the

furnaces till they hissed and went out
the ory wua, *Oh, my God, weare loat!"
Then the crew put on life preservers,
one of the sailors saying to the other,
“We will meot again on the shore, and,
If not, well, we muost all go some time."
Of the 28vmem who pat on the life
preservers, ouly 8@ lived to reacl the
beach, Dut whai u scene it wns as the
good and kind people of Bouthampton,
led on by Dr, Thomaa, the great and
good surgeon of New York, stood watih-
ing the sailors stroggling in the brenk-
ern., “Are you still alive?' shouted Dr.
Thomas to une of them out in the break-
ors, and ho eigueled yes and then went
into unconscionsness,. Who should de
the most for the poor fellows and how
to resuscitate them were the guestions
that ran up sl down Lhe baach at Bouth.
amptan,
ow the men and women on the shore
stood wringing their hands, impatiently
waiting for the sufferers to come within
reach, and then they were lifted up and
carried indoors and waited on with as
much kindness and wrapped as warmly
an b they had bosn the princes of

the “Are they alive? "'Are
lirea Do you think
live™ “What can we do for

wera the rapld snd iotense guestions
aaked, and 80 much money wis sent for
the clothing and equipment of the wne
fortunates that Dr, had to make
# proclamation that no more money was
neaded. In other wordas, all that day it
was resuscitation,
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