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A VOLUNTEER.

"General, you seem preoccupied,
sad, quiet when with me. Can it be
from lack of intereat?

Thus spoke the prepty. Countess
Alvis Zelinska in a woft tone of re-
proach, accompanied by the most
gracious of smilés, to.a French pffi-
cer gitting by herside;

This young officer was. the brave
Calviniac, am  Auvergnese haghland-
er;, who, before hig thirtleth year,
bad won already upon the battle-
field his epaulets as & géneral.of cav-
alry.

They bhappeped tobe alpne in a
vast salon at one of the old palaces
in Warsaw, the home of the countess,
who had been left a widow at 22.
A large fire burped in the enormous
fireplace of rake marble, upon the
pediment of which the arms of Ze
linska were finely seulptured.

The month of Japuary, 1807, the
time of this story, was remarkable
on account of its severity. It is
well known that Napoleon, after the
battle of Jena and the overthrow of
Prussin, conceived the gigantic idea
of a continental blockade, and in-
stead of enjoying in peace his tri-
umphs and his glory wished to im-
posa by force on all Europe the ef-
fective execution of his projects
against England. For that he resolved
to pursue the remnant of the Prus-
gian troops to their last intrenchment
and to go to meet the Russian army,
which was still intact and under
the command of General Benning
sen,

“You are still mute, general,” con-
tinued the countess. *“*‘Have I lost
your confidencet”

"Pardon me," replied Calviniac,
“You must excuse me for being
dreamy and preoccupied. You know
the emperor has withdrawn from
me the command of my brigade for
a month because I expressed too
frankly my opinion of his indiffer-
ence to the sad condition of your un-
happy country. The emperor hus
punished me severely, and here I
am far from my brave soldiers. I
was quite happy in my disgrace,
since it gave me the pleasure of be-
ing received by you, in the midst of
the most glorious representatives of
Polish nobility, as an ally, a8 a
friend, You, the energetic and en-
thusiastic patriot, have kept up my
gpirits, bave permitted me the pleas-
ure of seeing you, of confiling in
you my cares and dreams, of admir-
ing you, of lov"—

**Ah, generall”

“Yes, I was going to say of loving
you, But am I worthy of express-
ing such a sentiment when I ought
to make a strange confession? You
see me sad and preoccupied because
there isin me a violent combat. I
am happy, intensely happy, yet at
the game time, in spite of the charm
which chains me to your side, I
would like to be elsewhere. The in-
acfion to which I am condemned
crushes me. Icurse the severity of
my sovereign, I would like this in-
stant to mount a horse, croas War-
saw and rejoin the army, which
means to leave you, to flee from
your beautiful eyes, in order to see,
face to face, the horribie mustaches
of the Cossavks of Benningsen.”

“You are always frank, general
However, 1 admit this unforeseen
declaration has surprised me & little.
After 15 days of repose you become
dull and disconsolate. Youare home-
gick for camps and battles. My sa-
lon seems to you less attractive than
your tent in the midst of the snow."

“Permit me to explain. I heard
yesterday that the work of concen-
tration goes on rapidly; that the
Russians are going to be forced to
accept battle. My blood boils at the
news, ‘They are going to fight,'I
reflect. ‘My brothers in armns are
going into danger and hopor, I
wish to share their lot." However,
when I think of you I nm cowardly,
I restrain my feehngs. Thus you
see me here near you, ss usual, But
I feel that my conduct merits re
proach. If you esteem me, you can-
not blame me for this indecision
which tortures me. You cannot ad-
vise me to remain inactive, in the
midst of loxury™und comfort, in a
rich , when the dragoons
whom 1 commanded yesterday, camp-
ing now in the snow, now marching
in the mwd or crossing the Vistula
by the brAdge of boats, are going
once more to brave the dangers of
war for the glory of France and
haps for the liberty of Poland>

The countess remained be
fore the general, listening 1o
and expressing by her
looks the admiration

F

hﬁl love you thus,” said she; “no
matter aow much I may miss you, 1
feol, alas! that you ought togo. 1
thank you for baving given moa
day. day ts much in these trou-
times. Yes, general, go—go

and then ocught I to deny my senti-
ment for Poland—to retract the
words which I spoke &0 freelyt Oh,
no! Today less than ever. Thepe-
fore I am forced to seek a way of re-
suming the service without being
recogmized by my superiors. I have
reflected for gomne time, and when
you reproached me for my silence I
was just making a definite resolution.
I will present myself to the outposts
as a Poland countryman desivous of
fighting for his conntry."

“Why, general, do you wish to
enlist as a simple soldier? You will
have to obey, instead of eommand,
to march in the first ranks, to strug-
gle hand. to band with the enemy!
It is to certain death you voluntarily
ran. Oh! What have I done—I,
who have rather encouraged you in
your resolution; I, who admire you
only to lose you! I waswrong, I
was misled by blind patriotism. Re-
nounce your projects! It is your
duty to execute scrupulously the or-
ders of the emperor.”

“No, countess, my duty is to be
where the French are exposing their
lives—to brave the dangers that they
run.,”

“Even breaking your word?”

“I do not violate my oath since I
enlist a8 a volunteer.”

"“You are immovable. Do there-
fore s you wish, My best wishes
accompany you, and I will pray for
you. God grant that your temerity
may not bo punished! Think of me
sometimes.”

She extended her hand, which he
kissed passionately, while she turned
aside her head to conceal the great
tears which glistened like dinmonds
in her ayes.

Feb. 8, 1807, at daybreak, the
French and Russian armies met.
The troops of Bemningsen covered
the mountain tops+dn front of the lit-
tle town of Eylan. The emperor re-
lied upon this village, the cemetary
of which he occupied with the gnard.
The vast plain which separated the
two cumyps was gloomy and desolate.
A white shroud of sunow recently

fallen entirely covered the hard
ground. The sky was gray and
gloomy. The raysof the sun could

not penetrate the thick, frosty at-
mosphere.

Upon the left, a little back of Ey-
lau, was massed the cavalry of Mu-
rat. In the first rank, among the
dragoons of General Grouchy, was a
simple cavalier, sword in hand, with-
out a distinctive mark, without a
decoration, but superb in his martial
and determined bearing. It was Cal-
viniac,

After the scene which we have de-
scribed the general lost no time.
Having dressed himself in the clothes

blow struck, overthrew and killed.
His right arm was injured by a ball,
but he seized his saber in his left
band and conmnued his course until
the sound of the clarion forbade his
further aotion. The work of thisoav-
alry, perhaps the most astonishing in
the history of theempire, decided the
victory.

The next day the emperor, in.ander
to honor in some special manner the
heroic squadrons of Murat, wished to

company of horsemen. Grave and
somber, after a victory so hotly dis-
puted, he passed at a slow gallop be-
fore the soldiers, saluting the flag
lowered before him. Arriving op-
posite the eighth regiment of dra-
goons, he slackened his pace and said
to Grouchy, who followed him:

“Who is that cavalierin the first
rank, who holds his swond in the left
hand? He strangely resembles Cal-

ry e -

““Ho is a Polish volunteer," re.
sponded Grouchy. ‘‘He wasengaged
several days ago and has fought
like a lion. Isaw him at work, and
I do not know of one more worthy a
reward.”

The emperor approached the pre.
tended Polander.

“Well, my brave fellow,” said he,
“I have the pleasure of congratulat-
ing you upon youwr courage, One of
my generals, Calviniac, recently
took the liberty of criticising my ac
tions. I have deposed him. Yeu
may replace him. I ghall have then
at the head of my dragoons an of-
ficer worthy of them, whom I can-
gider a eompatriot and a friend_ "

He resumed his course, followed
by his escort of guperbly uniformed
generals,

The days which followed this bat-
tle were employed in removing the
dead to the shore of the Vistula near
Warsaw. They were transported on
sledges meross the vast plains, fol-
lowed by flocks of crows, Bome,
whom the guard would not permit
to be moved, remained in the con-
vent of Eylan, now transformed into
a hospital.

Among them was General Calvin-
iae, who was very ill with a flever.
He had abused his strength, After
having fought all day, his arm io a
sling, he was still at his post of hon-
or, but at night, when the excite-
mentof the struggle and the emotion
of trinmph were somewhat calmed,
his wound, which had reopened,
caused him wviolent pain. Fever sot
in. The surgeons thought amputa
tion would be necessary, but linow-
ing that the ball had not remained in
the flesh and that the bone was not
injured they decided to wait a few
days.

of a countryman and crossed the
plaing of Lithnania, he presented
himself for enlistment to the first
colonel of dragoons whom he met,
Thanks to his disguise, he was not
recognized, and he was scon able to
put on the green tunic with its yel-
low cuff's and to take his place in the
midst of his new companions, wear-
ing, like them, the white breeches,
the regulation boots and the helmet
with an ornamental plume of black.
The battle was in progress all the
morning. About 11 o'clock the snow |
fell in large flakes, blinding the eyes
of the French, who began to waver, |
The emperor belioved that his good |
luck had forsaken him. He saw that
a superhuman effort must be made,
Calling Murat, he said:

“Well, are you gong to allow these
men to devour usi March forward
with all your cavalry."”

At the order Murat started like a
flash and drew up his 80 squadrons
in line of battle, placing ahead the
dragoons of Grouchy, Calvinino's
beurt beat fast, At last he was going
to fight as a simple soldier; to devote
himself obscurely, lost in numbers;
to sacrifice his life, without hope of
recompense, for the love pud glory
of his country. His thoughts trans-
ported him to the salon of the paluce
at Warsaw where he had said adiou
to the Jountess Zelingka. It seemed
to him that he could still hear her
voice, could see her smile. Thus en-
cournged, it was with joy that he
throw himself against the regiments
of Cossacks who with their sabers
were cutting down the army of
Augerean.

The suow ceased, and one could
coptemplate in all its horror this im-
mense plaio covered with the dead.
the dying and the wounded, the
blood making horrible spots on the
white uniforms of the French soldiers,

The meeting of the two bodies of
CAY was terrible. Calviniae, show-

tuosity and au assurance
Rb“ 3. ¢ od mrades, struck
st able blows, pverthrowing
all obstacles. The Cossacks were soun
or rendered unfit for battle,
Then the Russians, in order to delay
the victorious cavaliars, hurled agein
their bullets and shot into the meleo
without caring for their own.

Grouchy fell, his horse baving been
plerced by & ball. Calviniac dashed
in, released his general, who happily
was not wounded, and gave him his
own horse. Then bestriding & horse
without & master be rushed again in-
to the fight, At this momient Murst
and his 80 squadrons, horsemen, dra-
goons, Culrassiers, charged at full
gallop into the Russian infantry.

After o long resistance and seversl
assaults they yielded, Secing from
all sides termiflxd, bloady and seoking
a refuge in the ueighbopiug woods.
Calviniac, in the midst of this fright-
ful confusion, fought with an sudee
ity which nothing could stop. Each

Happily, & woman watoched near
him, A young and beautiful Polish
girl, wearing the graceful costume of
the peasants of Ukraine, had pre

| sented herself to the outposts, saying

that she sought her brother, a vol-
unteer in the cavalry of Murat. The
Countess Zelinska, for it was she,
bad bad o presentiment of the result
of the battle, and following her fem-
inine instincts she sought among the
wounded for her lover.

After a day of vain search, wom
out and anxious, almoat desperate,
she conceived the idea of seeking
shelter in the convent of the Bene-
dictines, - Beeing that it was oecupied
by the wounded French, she still had
strength enough to search the large
halls. Asking explanations, giving
details, ghe finally discovered Ee' lit-
tle room where upon a camp bed was
extended, not her brother, as she
said, but be whom ghe loved maore
dearly than a brother, gince she had
witnessed his chivalry and patriot-
ism,

The countess was not recognized
by Calviniac. Delirium had robbed
him of his reason. This condition
lasted for several dpys, during which
his devoted nurse watched over him
constantly. Finally the fever abat-
ed, and the surgeons declared that if
he avoided all imprudence recovery
was certain.

One morping Calvinine, while tak-
ing some nourishment, regarded with
attention the young woman who
served him with so much devotion.
He thought that he recognized bher
fontures, but her dress puzgled him.
He fearsd that it was & dream ar »
halbwipation. Hewever, hearing
ber speak, he trembled and remem-
bered the sweet interviews at the
fireside in the palace of Warsaw, He
made an effort to collect his confusel
idens, and rujsing himself upon his
couch called feebly:

“Alvia!"

The countess, unable to “n
instinetive movement, toward
the sick man. She approsched him;
their eyes met. They regarded each
other & long time without speaking,
but this mute language told the
story, and joy madiated fram their
faces,

“How ¢ame you herer” asked Cal-
vinise. “It #s you who have cared

for me like an angel from heaven!
It s you who have saved me! Let

survey the frontof this admirable

Getting Oat of Practios.

Larry and Richard aro brothers, so it
goes without saying (he harmony pre-
vailing in the trundle bed they share is
not exactly that popularly attributed
to “‘birds in their little nests.” Larry
wan § ing & week away from home,
and the other night Richard, who tot-
tars under the weight of eight years of
existence, was overheard bitterly la-
menting Larry's abeence, “So you
want your brother home, dear? said
mamma, rejoicing ot his tardy exhibi-
tion of Craterna] afecHon, *]1 shonld
think [ did.” wws the small brother's re-

y. “Why, my wmuscles will all get
stifier'n anything. "—Philadelphia Times,

Her Preference.

-

Bir Edwin—85hall we take the High
road home, dear—Imean Lady Angelina!

Lady Angelina—No, I shounld prefer
the Brida) path, I think,—Judy,
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Has come not a little
knowledge as to cook-
ery—what to do, as well
as what we/ to do. Thus
we have learned to use

GOT TOLENE,

the most pure and per-
fect and popular cook-
ingmaterial for all frying

and shortening purposes.

is the natural outcome
of the age, and it teaches
us mof fo uselard, but rath-
er the new shortening,

GOT TOLENE,

which is far cleaner, and
more digestible than any
lard can be,

The success of Cotto-
lene hascalled out worth-
less imitations under
similar names. Look out
for these! Ask your
|| Grocer for COTTOLENE,
andbesurethat you get it.
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