DAILY OCCUPATIONS.

HUMDRUM WORK AFTER ALL MAY BE
THE MOST BATISFACTORY.

Engrossing anll Tdieliectinl Ocoupations
Do Nov'By Ay Mibs Ploniote Health
nnd Unkbieh e At totiktic Work Af-
fords Chinled Wof Redl.

The Prifie€ of Wales, iB-the fnteresting
Mttlg sfiesoh which he'made fy pehing the
Netiotnl "Workmen's eﬁ'hl_pl&nx:m(.“w
thseffect of the subdivisign of Igbor in de
privitig_tha ' laborer of &y @bpbriunity of
taking pridédn his wotk. “If & mun only
malkes & sniall” of &ny profct, he sald
~for instancd) the ' head 6 a pin, or even
the pin to a heid ke can hardly throw his
mind, still less his sool, into that very frag.
mentary nchievement. The sonseqtience is
thint the maker of such framents, finds it
im ble to expiress his 'higher nifture in
thp. by which e Mres He badomes n
mere mechanic, & mere dendge, and LEough
the consumer benefits und  benefits largely
by this subdlivision of Inbor, getting both
vastly cheuper and generally vastly more
effective producis by means of it, the oper-
ative siffers, baving nothing to du into
which he ean really ponr his heart and soul.
The Prince of Wales {s quite right in his‘n
ference, but it may fairly be doubted whetl
er to the majority of men It is a great mis
fortune to have an ocoupation which does
not absorb the attention and elieit the ¢har
acter of the man, as any artistic ocecupation
absorba his attention and enlists his char
Acter.

Are humdrum cocupations without great
advantages? Consideronly that simost all
occupations, even when requiring st first
very considerable skill and delieacy of
manipulation, tend to become homdrum
so soon as the art Is acquired of dolng
them with the highest efficiency. Un
Jess the method of dolog them has to
be varled In every separate case, the art
soon becomes a sort of tact hardly requir
ing the serious attention of the artificer.
lLook st n woman with even the most elab
orate funcy work. As soon as her fingers
are well tralned to it and discharge thelr
functions as they ought, you see that she
hurdly needs to think at all of what she is
doing, and the beart and soul wander off
to the topies which interest hier most. You
sew n siile stenl over her fmoe ns she re
members her children's guaint lictle vaga
ries, or she sighs as she thinks of the dying
mother or the anxious husband,

Her heart and soul are no longer in the
mere work, elaborate though it be, The
stitch has been thoroughly learned, the
practice of it is merely automatic—"reflex
action,”” ns the physiologists call it—and
the heart and sonl areat lberty to expati-
ate on any subject which most deeply in-
terests bher, In a word, even the difficult
technigue in which she is engnged has be
ecome for her a humdrom occupation. Now,
when natiure takes so much pains toreduce
the organization of even the highest skill
to an sutomatic process, Is it likely that
there can be mny great wmisfortune in the
mere fact that s constantly increasing pro
portion of the work of the world tends to
become automatic and falls nuturally into
the character of humdram work?

We suspect that itis no misfortune st
all, that it may beon the whole a benefioent
provision for liberating the heart and soul
of the worker to dwell on the class of sub-
jects which best feed—or at sll events, in
the higher olnss of minds best feed—the
heart or the imagination. We remember
Learing how three sisters, all of them wom
en of a good deal of intelligence and warmth
of churacter, were once comparing their
favorite occupations. One of them said she
enjoyed her music so much, another that
reading try was her chief delight, while
the third, and certainly the cleverest of the
three, said, “*'Well, for my part, there is
nothing that soothes me so much as pateh-
ing un old chemise” The truth was that
that not very Intellectual oocupation set her
mind and heart free to dwell on the thoughts
and objects which most deeply Interested
her, while at the same time giving her the
soothing feeling that she waa doing some
thing useful and contributing to the econo-
my and comfort of the houschold. Indeed
we doubt very much whether it is elther al-
wiays or often i great blessing to have for
your ehfef work (n life that which takes up
your whole attention and admits of no ex-
cursions beyond its range.

It may be a very grent blessiug when the
snbjects of thought on which the mind
chiefly dwells are of a very paioful and an-
nerving kind, But in nine cases out of ten
this is not so, and the only effect of an oo
cupation which concentrates the whele su-
ergy of the mind is to exclude from aman's
thonghta thoss casunl glimpses of his fel-
low creatures’ interesta and feelings by
which mnainly be comes to understand
them and to reallze that there are & good
many competing interests in the world and
that he is not the very center of creation.

We belleve that what are called the en-
groming and iotellectual occapations are
by no means those which most promote the
health and unselfishness of the soul, As it
{s not an engrossed mind which catohes the
most vivid glimpses of the beauty of na
ture, 8o it is hat sn engrossed mind which
eatehes the most vivid glimpues of the
needs and characteristie artitudes and un-
satisfisd desires of the people abont us
Whst Wordsworth says of nature Is eqnal-
Iy true of wan:

Nur In.l deem that there are
Wi

powers
b T nh T

Tu a wike passl

It is hpmdrum ocoupations which best
minister to this “wise passiveness.” Wheo
has not experfenced those fiasbes of new in-
sight in the course of &solitary walk or ride
or ot her purely automatie prooecding, which
seldom, or never, come to us when sngage®
fu what requirves our full R TE™
the bumdrum occenpation which best 1ib-
erates the hienrt and sonl and lmagination
of man to wuse on that which mugn
Mfe and eoergy. From Joseph and David
pouward, how Dany n: gaxiog ‘:r**
have become poets or
herds of the people in the hiyher sense?
Aud though of course these greater results
humdrum cooupations are relatively rare,
Low muech of the humanity of mas: has
grown up lo the musings on onch .
s and Interssts which the
huidrum eceupations of kuitupg or net-
tlug, or the oarpenter’s shop, or the cob-
bler's awl, or tallor’s OF seamstross'
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CHANCE I8 A FACTOR.

IN ONE'S LIFE LUCK PLAYS A MIGHTY
IMPORTANT PART.

The Sturdy Qualities That Go to Make Up
& Capable Man Fall to Push Him Into
Prominencs Exeept as Chance Lends Tin
Ald- Dk{nu- Noted Examples

CUhance I everything. Opportunity and
ok moan much, The great race, it seems
o me, Is but a erenture of conditions. Now
mud then we hear lndividuals spoken of as:
“Heis a man of programme. He fixes a
course and adheres to (. And that re
mark is generally made concerning some
one who has achieved success, elthor as &
monoy getter or holder, or as & factor on
some elevated plane of life, but when you
oome to think of it the beggar in the street
may be quite ms determined in‘his pro-
gramme, and possibly it |s his very pro-
gramme that keaps him where he is.

Burglars, highwaymen and ruscals gen-
srally are quite as lizoly to be men of pro-

termination that may well be called obsti-
nate, ns any others. My own theory is that
munkind s made what it is by clreum-
stances.  Very few of us with delibernte in-
tent snrveyed the country of opportunity.
Very few of us with ax in hand cleared
awny & path through what ap an im-
penetrable forest, which being followed,
led to & partial clearing, where a persistent
Iabor with the ax and the grub furnished
us a fallow fleld in which to plant the seéd
of todny that we might reap the harvest of
tomorrow. I am very sure I didn's,

And as I look around me I am quite con-
vinced that the very large majority of my
fellow citizens did no sach a thing. 'What
makes this man & preacher, this a writer,
this a doctor, this 8 soapmaker, this a sales-
man, this a banker? In some Instances it
is natural fitness unquestionably, but in a
very great majority of ecases it Is simply
the outcome of all controlling circum-
stances and conditions,

Take the case of Henry Ward Beecher,
Being a clergyman's son, he, like all his
father's children, studied for the ministry.
I forget how many sons the old gentleman
bad, but six, at mll events, every one of
whom beonme s elergymin, One of them
was no more fit to be a preacher than I One
would have made a most admirable teacher,
vrofessor, but bie {s no preacher, In faot, of
them sll the two who succeeded in life
were Henry Ward and Thomas K., but
they were sons of Lyman Beecher, and it
was as naturil for them to yleld to the all
sontrolling circumstances and conditions of
thelr father’s family and fall into the min-
Isterial line as it is for the son of a buteher
to follow his father's ealling.
But to return to Beecher, When he was
in the west, nothing but an sccident
vented bis becoming a railroad man. on
didn't know that, did you! Ho was r
of a church in Indisnapolis. A new pail-
road was projected, and s superintendent
wis to be chosen, A bank president who
was one of the echlef directors had been
greatly impressed with the go ahead man-
uor and zeal of the young parson, and con-
cluding that he was possessed of the qual.
fties that would make bim a first rate rall-
rond officinl proposed his name. The con-
test was close. Beecher lost by one vote,
Now suppose for & moment that he had
been successful. He would have gone ahead
in his calling, and the fire and energy nnd
vital industry which were prowminent among
his qualities would rapidly, unquestionably,
have forced him to the front.
And then, growing ns the west grew,
notbing under heaven could have kept bim
out of politics, and the large probabilities
are that he would have becomea foremast
figure in national councils, with & seat in
the senate and possibly s home in the
White House, It was a little thing that
switched him. One vote settled the mat-
ter, As it was with Beecher, 8o ungues-
tionably 1t is with multitudes of men leéss
oonspleuous,
Not many years ago A& humble Irish-
American worker was sticking type in the
composing room of a neighboring eity. The
pewspaper was not very successful then,
[ta editor dled., None of the reportérs
seemed guite up to the mark, and the pro-
prietor, & nervous, fidgety man, allowsd
things to drift, The reporters printed what
they pleased, Beveral paragraphd pertinent,
timely, evincing thought, were writfen by
» compositor und banded to the proprietor,
who published them, They attracted at-
tention. He ssked him to write more. In
» little while Thomns Kiusella became the
sditor of the Brookiyn Eagle, which ere he
fied was of the five chief nowspaper prop-
erties in the country. 1f the editor of that
paper had continued his work, Kinsella
would have remained in the composing
room, lnstead of which he left his case, en-
tered the sanctum, formed political and
fluancial alliances, went to congress and
died s comparatively wealthy and s very
generally esteemed citizen of that great
Lown,
It was the purest Incident of an accident
that secured for him a commandiog posi-
tlon and & wide felt influence lu affaim
What nonsense it would be to say that Gar
flold when he was driving borses on & tow-
h had any idea, any plan, any pro
g::mmn. the e,ud of which was the presi
deney of the United States! 1t was chanos,
accldent, which gave him opportunity aft
er opportunity, and it was su industrious,
bonest utilization of the chante and of the
ty which sdvanced him U@ by
step, but even thare see how ho was favored
by clreumstances.
The story is familiar to you all. Twenty
thousand ‘mp]n were p‘-l:ird. in the grest
aasem blage hall in Chicago. Ten thousaud
of them cheoered themsel ves hoarse over the
pame of Grant, while the other 10,000 en
deavored to drown the noise made by hur
and cheering for

and dbp’lll‘
“:l': Now, it Gmps™s (riends bad been
the strunger

im, the convention, there would
have been no Garfield, or If Blalue's friends
bad bad sufficient sirgngth to carry the
Gaglield would have been nowhere.

hpaamiﬂa.: was that thére wus 8
Eivided vention, so far as those names
wern conosrned, and the eompromise wis

Garfleld’s ;
that Garfleld

which mankind fGud them
selves, —Howard lu New York flecordar.
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grumme, to which they adhere with a de- |

“Father Winter,*

The chamber hus lost an original ohar-
acter in the porson of M. de Gaste, dep-
nty for Brest. He wis & simple, hon-
est fellow and enjoyed the esteem not
only of his colleagues of the Left, but
also of his adversaries on the Right. He
mades himself celebrated by his everlast-
ing fur coat, which he wore in allsea
pons and which earned for him the name
of Pero Hiver. He was likewise irrev-
erently called L'Homme-Chien on pe-
ocount of his shaggy hair snd whiskers,
which he allowed to grow in wild con-
fosion and made him look like nakyw
tervier, Hin umbrells, his hat and par-
ticularly the cut of his clothes also ren-
dered him famnous, Hiscolleagnessmiled,
but liked him none the less for his eccen-
tricities,

He bad one groat day in the chamber,
when as doyen d'age in the place of M.
Pierre Blane, who was anwell, he pre-

| sided over the first #i(ting of the session.

On that occagion he' delivered a speech
in which he embraced every political
question under the sun, and might have
gone ou occupying the house till dooms-
day had he not found it suddenly empty.
He was most assiduous, arriving the first
and leaving the last. He was born in
1811 and was originally a civil engineer
of the first class. Unlike most of his
republican colleagues, he was a stanch
Catholic.

Every day, as regular as clockwork, he
would mouant the tribune #nd bring for-
ward some unexpected motion, which,
much to his sorrow, was invariably
shelved. Once, however, his motion was

, and nobody was more surprised
than himself, Of later years he took to
female emancipation and attended the
meotings of the strong minded sisterhood,
to which two of his daughters belong.
At home in his native Brittany he was
beloved by all for his generosity and the
pleasure he took in deoing service to his
fellow countrymen. His curiouns figure
will long be »emembered.—Paria Cor.
London Globe.

How He Btammered.

Hobbs and Dobbs were discussing men
who stammer,

“The hardest job I ever had,” maid
Dobbs, “was to understand a deaf and
dumb man who stammered."”

“How can & deaf and duamb man stam-
mer?" ngked Hobbs.

*Easily enough,” replied Dobbs, “he
bhad rheumatism in his fingers.”—Phila-
delphia Record.

Thoughtfu).

Bhe—Oh, borrors!

He—What is it. darling?

Bhe—I forgot all about poor puisy,
left in the house alone, and we off for a
week. Bhe'll starve,

He—Oh, I remembered her! I left a
can of condensed milk on the kitchen
table with a sardine opener beside it.—
F. B. Q. Monthly,

Helplog Him Out.

Young Husband—I'm just about dead
from putting down this carpet,

Wife—The earpet is not heavy,

“No, but 1 have to work in such a
eramped position.”

“Nonsense, Just imagine you are on
your bicyele."—8t. Botolph.

A Good Tdea.

*1 am going to send Miss Specie my
picture in exchange for one of herself,
Can yon suggest an appropriate senti-
ment to go with it¥"

“How would ‘Revenge is sweet’ do
~Truth.

“Say, mister, b yon one o' themn ool-
lege boyst"

“Ya-an"

“Well, was ye always this way™

“What way, sir?”

“Like ye be now."”

“Ya-as, Why™

“Nothin. | wasonly thinkin of it
college as made ye like this, I'd
my son to came home. " —~Harper's A
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A GHICAGO ROMANCE.

Five Little Girls Suddenly Mest & Now
Fapa.

In a cozy little parlor in a World's fufr
hotel they sat together—he and she,

“AMra, Chickwell," he began, “may—
may I ask your tirst namey”

“Amy,"” sofUly answered the charming
yonuy widow,

“Amy! Lovely name!" he rejoined,
taking her hand. *It seems as if I had
known you an age"—

*1t hns been at loast three days and's
half,” she murmured dreamily.,

“Haven't we bad abundant opportu-
nity to get acquainted? Haven't we
walked together the whole length of the
Manufactures building? Have we not
been"" ——

“But, Mr, Spatchley, think of*—

“Call mo Hurry," he pleaded, possess-
ing himeelf of her other hand.,

“Well—Harry—if you only knew"——

“I don't want to know, dearest! My
heart tells me all I want to know! In
my faraway California home I have
often dreamed of a time like this,
whety"——

“California? And my home is in New
England!"

“It wouldn't make sny difference to
we if you came from New Zealand!"

“But. Harry"—

*1 know what you are going to say!
‘This is so sudden!' I've waited more
than three whole days, and my mind
was made up the minute I saw you!
Don’t turn your head nway, denr! I"—-

L - - - - L

“I bave a little surprise for you, Amy,",
paid the enraptured young man half an
hour later iu some embarrassment, “Ex-
cuseé me # moment.”

He went ont of the room und returned
K‘uently nccompanied by a stout old

ly with a determined expression of
countenance,

*“My dear,” he suid, 'this is my moth-
er. Bhe—er—will live with us, yot
know."”

“So glad! And I have a little surprise
for you, too, Harry."

She left the room and returned fh
moment with five fair hnired little girls
apparently ranging in ago from § to 18,

“These are my little darlings, Harty,"
she whispered. *‘Lydin, Minerva, Pcn&-
ope, Rachel wnd Mehitabel, kiss the
gentleman. He is to be your new papal™
—Chicago Tribnne

Hin Ezouse.

“Sir,” said & wan serambling down
from u high #tool in the rotunda of the
Astor Houss und running after & stran-
ger, “sir, yon've got wy umbrella.”

At the same time he offersd to the
person sddressed a faded, tawny alpaca
umbrella and extonded his band to re.
delve in return one which was new, evi-
dently expensive nnd of jot black silk,

“Ah, to be sure,” blandly replied the
person addressed. It was b grest mis-
take. You really must excuse me, for }
am color blind."—New York Herald,

Yery Safe.

The office boy is supposed to empty
the postofiice dalivery box twice & d?.
but his memory is not infallible. Bald a
caller thoe other day after writing » lét-

ter: “1 don't know as I care to run down |1
staire to mail this. [ suppose it is sdfe yonse s

in this box."

“Oh, yes," replivd one of the clerks,
“perfectly safe, 1 put ome in it & wenk
ago, sod nobody has ever troubled 16—
Boston Trunseript,
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Sick Headache,
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Before Golng to the Would's Fair
The Limited Kxpresa trains of the Ohl-
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BALD HEADS!
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