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A SINGER'S HEART.
It was 9 o'clock in Paris.

The bright Place de 1'Opera was
filled with carriages: the cracking
of the drivers’ whips sounded ster |
tlingly elear on e orisp, wintey |
air of the eplendid white night, and
the electric lights shone Htfully vu
the silken hats of the men and the
bright toilets of the women us thy
stapped (uickly from their hrougn-
ams into the glovious blnze and
splendor of the opera house,

It was n fashionable night. A new

singer wis to try hwr voice for the

first time in grand opera. Ble was |
an American  Madeline Banoroft,

There had been much talk about her

volee, for ehe had been studying in

Paris eight years. She had come

with her annt to the gay capital, a

tall, large eyued girl of twenty-one,

and pow at twenty-uine she was to
ging for the first time before the pub
lie in the great, bright opera house,

She bad boen prepared to sing two
years before, but had deferred her
debut for personal reasons, but the

blic knew and was waitiug for her,

t was ioterested in ber, had been for
gome years and now at last she was
to show her power.

It was toward the last of the first
act when she came on. Sue was a
gruceful womnn, tall and sl and
[air to look upon. Her face wus not
exactly beautiful, but it bad sbout it
something that held the atiention,
with its large, sad eyes aund sweet
mouth full of & strunge wisifulooess.
It was a delicutely shaped face; the
brown hair growing softly on the low
torehead had threads of gray through
it: withal it was a face that spoke of
a past; one felt as if thero had been
0 much that had gone before—a
pure, sad, troubled past- which one
felt a desire to know about, not from
mere idle curiosity, but that one
might [eel for the slight. sweet
woman who bore so much in her
lovely face.

There was no appearance of stage
fright or nervousness about the singer
s she bowed with sweet graciousness
to the sea of faces before her. After
the first burst of applause had died
away the exquigite hush was like
death, aud on this passionate still
ness her clear potes rang out purd
and sweet and beautiful.

There was a wondrous quality in
her voice, n something that went
straight to the listener's heart, some
thing so appealing, so tender that
tears sprang unbidden to eyes not
wont to woap.

The public was captivated! Made-
line was a success| .

In one of the boxes nearest the
stage sat n man. At first there had
been a listlessness about him; an air
of being there from a sense of duty
rather than from any artistic inter-
est; an air that was always blase.
He was a good looking man, in faults,
less evening dress. He had brown eyes
and the conventional pointed heard
of the typical higher class Parisian,
The man was, however, an Ameri-
can, Robert Parkman, but he had
lived so long in the French capital
that he had lost nearly all of the
alert mannerism peculiar to Ameri-
cans that cling so long to our coun-
trymen abroud.

He had lived in Paris ten years, his

business was here, and he now in-

tended to live here for the remainder
of his life, although he had originally
intended to remain but a few months,
but like many another the spell of
the beautiful city had crept upon
him, and he had grown to think that
there was no other place on the wide
earth fit to live in besides this bright,
fascinating city under its caressing

o liked the life of Paris. In the
ten years of his residence here he
had lived well, ﬂ!ly and at timea
wildly; but, to credit let it be
gaid, he had come out at the end
with a cleaner record than most
young men with plenty of money at
their disposal, who go from the
crudity of American cities into the
alluring splendors of Paris,

Ho waa thirty-four years old. Hs
was not married; years before, in hia
college days, there had been a girl,

but he had forgotten her and he had
never really loved in all his life.
Women were too foud of him, per-
haps. He was onoof those men over
whom all women rave: they liked
himy extravagantly. Madeline Ban-
croft was one of them. She loved
him, had, indewd, with all her chaste
heart and soul for vight years,

She met him that first year in

Paria, and gave him Mhewhaie of hor |

affeotion, snd ever gince he

been the vne and the culy man

fu ber life. Parkman knew it, but

pothing had ever pussed between

them in the way of love. He had

been kind and attentive in a munner,
but that wax all on his part.

He knew that Madeline adored
him. but it did not trouble him one
way or another—he was too selfish -
but he rospected ber; he could not
help that; he was here tonight to
hear hor sing becanse he thought he
ought to be; he had even given up a
dinner to attend, when he would
much rather have gone to the din-
ner. He did not care much for mu
sic, and he had heard Madeline ging
s0 many times before; but he had
come, and was a bit surprised at iim.
self for doing it.

His listless eyen wandered over the
house. and he drummed gilently with
his large gloved hand in aimless
fashion agalnst the crimeon velvet of
the box.

When the curtain rose he merely
turned his head to look at the stage
as he leaned back in his chair, nor
did he move even when Madeline
came on. He watched her without
apparont interest for several min
nies.

She did not turn her eyes his way,
wlthough she knew just whore he
wounld sit, ns he had told her. Hor
pure, slender face was held up and
sho sang to the spaces. L

After a time Parkman leaned for
ward, and an air of insistent oagor
ness came into his eyes as he fastoned
them on the singer's face,

His breath came passionately and
his eyes burned with a somber light.
He was a changed man; so inuch go,
indeed, that the people in the neigh
horing boxes looked at him specula
tively, but he did not notice them.
he was bliud to everything but the
figure of the singer befores him,

Why had she not looked at him?
She had said of her own free will sho
shonld ging to him in the golog; that
gho should look !

But what did he care, to be sure?
he suddenly asked himself. Noth
ing. of course. Why should he, in
deady

lle did not try to analyze his feel.
ings. Ho did not even ask himsolf
why it hurt him so because she had
not looked, but he thonght of her
eyes and wistful mouth, her delicate
slimness and her beautiful, pleading
voice that had penctrated his very
soul and every fiber of his being to-
night.

He hoped with a sort of childish
eagerness that she would look at him
during some of the other ncts. He
wiatched her persistently, the look in
his eyes growing almost pitiful, but
Madeline did not look. The delicate
eyelids never frembled that way,
and the audience that grve itself up
to a transport of applavse at the close
of the last act knew nothing of the
agony in one man's newly awakened
heart.

Throogh the enthusiastic, well
bred crush after the opera, Parkkman
hurried down the wide marble stairs;
he heard the peoplo’s praise of
Madeline: they stablied like knives,
and he sprang into his carringe, It
was not the pumber of his own
house, but that of the pension where
Muadeline and her aunt lived, that he
guve to the driver hwrriedly as he
slammed the door.

Madeline was at the pension before
him, Her aunt was just carrying
away her thicker wraps, and she was
leaning back in her ghining garments
ugainst the white fur of her crimson
cloak,

It seemed to Parkman that he had
pover secn her so beantiful before;
her face waus delicately flushed and
hor eyes shone like stars beneath the
straying strands of her parted hair,
that had become prettily disheveled
by her opera scarf, He wanted to
tiko hier in his arms and erush her
cloge, to keop hor for his own forever
in her white womanhood.

She looked at bim silently with her
shining eyes. She must have recog
nized the change in him, but she did
not show it. Her sweet face was
calmer and unmoved, and she looked
at him as if questioning why he
camo. He was as white as death,
and for several minutes did not
speak, but stoad gazing at the wom-
an before bim; then suddenly, as if
nuswering the questioning in her
eyes, he said passionately :

“"Madeline, why do you not look?'

Why did you not sing to me! You
promised."
The strange, tender protest in his

vous seemed to stir her, |

Pelie leouwd forward and looked 1o |
[tently ot Lim. Then she said won

| derin; v
1 Wiz, did yon care? 1 a1 not
suproot i would matter. [ did not

think yon w ald even remember my
bwords,”

Tifen Lolf musingly, but still look-
ing at him with wondrous, shining
ayes, she added slowly |

“How strange that yon should
carel”

“Strange, Madeline ! ftrauge, whon
your voice is the only one that I care
to hear in all the world: your face

the ono glono of all faces that 1 care |
to poa ~God, Madeline, I love you!—

with my goul and my life I love xou |
I did not know it till tonight, but it |
ia 8o, and itis forever, It must al-|
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Blackwell's

ways hiave boen there in my heart, |
the love for you, bat I did not know |
—oh, Madeline!" and his voice rang |
with paazionate intenelty asd he sprang
forward and hielld out his arms to her,
Bis free filled with mingled emotions
of pain and happiness,

But Madcline pressed back against

her cloak and put out her hands de- DURHAM, N. C.
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fensively, as if 14 keep hin from her.
' ¢ voice did not change as she said,

fu u low voice

“And so yon have eome to feel as
L falt unee, for thal i the way 1 loved
you--oh, morp -morel Your love is
bt an echo of that which I once felt
—oh, " 8l coed out, closing her eye-
Hida, “how I 1ived you! [ eould have
suflered any i hing for yon---pain, dis-
grece,  death—all,  evorvthing. 1
wonld  have' given un iay life for
your lips npon mine- ny life, yes,
my very soui! for 1 loved yon with
a love such ag few women are called
to know. 1 livad only to see you; to
hewr your volee and touch your dear
hands

“And it lasted so long, so eruelly
long, and so fiereely- ah! yes, too
fiercely, for now the fircs in my heart
have burned themselves ount, they
burned so long with notliing to feed
them. 8o long, o long. and now
they have perished utterly; only the
cold ashes remain, so cold that noth
ing in this world can ever revive
them. The last spark died tonight "

She paused with a Hiuls gasp, and
then went on:

“1 hawdly know mysell, [ who was
sa full of feeling oneo, evory filier of
my being aching for the love of one
man—f{or yon.”

*No, dp not interrupt c.e. It is of
no use now. You might plead to
me, and weep to me in £n agony of
tears and it wonld not st'r my heart
a siugle throb—ou, my heart beats
80 quietly now,” and rhe smiled

il up aganinst

T T S T

writhed backward and held his hand
geross his eyes to press back the pain
that stung him with his own accusa-
tion. Then he went on:

“I do not ask that you love me ns
yon did once, Lut ever so lictle, Mad-
eline. ™H
He leaned over ber and looked in- | Balem, Or, July Ml
tently at her closed lips: they did
not even quiver. He noticed the
tracery of Iilue veins in her temples,
and he aclicd to rest his lips against | A3 80l ar the st
their delicacy, but he could not; | coun'y of Marion, an
there was no emstion nn the calm | ¢ 18th day of Ju'y,
face hefore him,

“Madeling, for God's aake, look at
me—look into my eyes!”

She raised her hids anl looked into
the eyes so newy Lior own,

H8peak —say comething, " he plead-
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“Oh, what can 1 say to make you e Ay fip i e dag

understand that it ean never come
back, not in tlds world:" she gaid
wearily, “It is dead; all my pas
plonate past is dead; my heart itself
Is dead. Why will you not under-
stand and go away? There is no
feeling left in me. Iam as cold as
you were once; I do not careif I
never see you again.”
Her eyes met his calmly and wea-
rily, and he looked long into them;
then of a sudden he seemed to under-
gtand. With his strong face hag-
1and full of theagony of despaiz,

@ held out his hand to her.

“Coodby," he said softly.

“(Goodby," she answered.

And their lives never crossed
again.—Strand Magazine.
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her slim silken corsage.

“1 am a frozen women, My life
B0 far as love is coneerned is ended ;
there i8 o more to come. Eight
weary years is a long time, a cruel
eternity to'those who suiler. It has
frozen up my heart aud I do not care
now. Hearmesay it Id9noteare!”

She put up her hands again as
Parkman made an impetuans gesture
to come to her.

“Only for my voice, my dear voice
and the applause of the people--1
love that. Oh, how it ¢ame to me
tomight and solaced my poor worn
out heare!™

She leaned toward himm suddenly
and said in a voivo g0 low that it was
almost o whisper
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JOHN KNIGHT,

is 1 day of Jaly,

“Twas going to look- ! was going
to sing to you, bnt it wius then. at
that moment when | stepped upon
the stage, that the last spark died ; it
flared up and went out like a candle,
and 1 did not cure—oh, the joy of not
caring !

And she sank bwick and closed her
eyes with a little smila playing about
ber wistful lips.

“Madeline!" Parkman cried, and
came and leaned over her chair, his
face bent down near hers

“Great God! how much do you
think & man can stand?”

"Not as much as a woman by
cight years,” «he answerad, a little
scornful note quivering throagh her
soft voice.

He did not heed ber cnswer, but
went on, his lLreath tounching her
cheek.

“To think that vou should have
| loved mo like that, and pow when 1
| give you my life und very Leartbeats
| you will not eare. Oh, Madeliue,
havs mercy !

Bho shook hor head gently from
side to side, hor eves still closed,

“Lam willing to wait, dear life,"
he pleaded, with tonder pathos in
his voice, “vears--as long as you
wish, only tell me that it will come
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A person usunlly desires (o gaiy,
formation as to The mos! d"‘"nhu
tnke, and will purehase Yokey o
thint will sfford Bim Uhe guiok g
sorvice, Beforo siarting on g A
eago or ney point ast, voy e
onrself wWith m mnp sod g g, "
{Vlnmmln Centent Line T4 Ty,
on Lhis route sre Vsl o nug . g
with Palimisn®s i test Do wing foge®
e, elegnnt Uay Cobehes nnd [,
of Intest design, bullt expres)y k!
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convenieny and somfrinbly |y o
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they hnye Do nururlur 11 EOM oy gt
gnnoe, The dinlbg onr servipe 14 o
ved by all the mosl elegant oy
nted, nud s operated 1o the |y ;:.1
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O en DES00N Thereailer by pryg
fur the gradiog, curbinog, druining uiy
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feationy 1o be mrnlhlu_-ﬂ Le the biddy
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norte slde of bridge noross Soulh Miljg
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wod the east sido of Front stree, ally
part of Ferry virvet between the it 4
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slreol Delween) L st side of !'llllll1||;_
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certificate o) depasit In some hank of
olty o Milem, Ofgon. I Mvor of thie
of Hniean, Oregom, [0F the suin of fivey
dred dotaes pons neeompRn Y ench bidy
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uges o cose thie bhiddor shnll not X
Lhie eoniret, bond wnd  wodert gl »
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on the ist dny of July, A, D 1892 gy
Judguient du ¥ rogdsred, oterca of fe,
nng docketed In and Ly shid county m
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cution I am conimanoed 1hat out gy
peiroLnl property of sald defendant o

Rufllelsnt cannot be Coand then ontof o
restl property of sild defendant o sate
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Lo Richau's Golden Balsam No. |
Cures Chancres, first and second stages
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