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FLOWERS FOR BOTH SIDES

. A UNIQUE MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE
IN BROOKLYN TABERNACLE.

Dr. Talmage Preaches n Sermon About
the Soldiers of the Civil War, and OF
fors u Garland for the Norih and One
for the Booth.

BrookrynN, May 81, —Yesterday linv
Ing been observed as Decoration Dagy,
Dr. Tahuage this morning preached an
approprinte sermon. It winx a novel
and nnprecedented sorvice, as in differ
ent parts of the audience were many of
those who had belonged to both [ed
eral and Confederate armies, the sub
jeet having besn previously announsed,
pamely, "Two Garlands for Northern
and Bouthern Graves." Over the pul
pit wero two wreaths of beautiful How
ers, and they were linked together so
that they were an object lesson of the
subject presented, Text: Isaianh xliii,
8-%'1 will say to the north, Give up,
and to the south, Keep not back."”

AN APPROPRIATE TEXT.

Just what my test meant by the
north and south | eannot say, but in
the United States the two words are so
point blauk i their meaning that no
one can doubt. They mean wore than
east and west, for althongh between
thoss last two there have been rivalries
and disturbing nmbitions and infelicities
and silver bills and World's fuir contro
versies, there have been between them
no batteries unfimbered, no intrench
ments dug, no long lines of sepulehral
mounds thrown up, It hasnever been
Massachusetts  Fourteenth regiment
against Wisconsin zouaves; it has ney
er been Virginia artillery against Mis
sis=ippl rifles.

East and west are distinet words,
and sowetimes way mean diversity of
interest, but there is no blood on them,
They can be pronounced without any
Intonation of wailing and death groan.
But the north and the south are words
that have been surcharged with trage
dies. They are words which suggest
that for forty yearsthe clouds luul been
gathering for a four years' tempest
which thirty years ago buarst in a fuary
that shook this planet as it has never
been shaken since it swang out at the
first world building,

I thank God that the words have
lost some of the intensity which they
possessed three deendes ago; that n
vast multitude of northern people have
moved south, and a vast multitude of
southern people have moved north,
and there hinve been Intermarriages by
the ten thousand, and northern colo
nels have married the daughters of
southern eaptains, and Texas rangers
have united for life with the daughters
of New York abolitionists, and their
children are half northern and half
southern and altogether patriotic. But
north and south are words that need to
be brought into still closer harmoniza
tion,

I thouglit that now, when we are half
way between presidential elections, und
sectional animosities are at lowest ebb,
and now just after a presidential jour
ney, when our chief magistrate, who
waa chiefly elected by the north, has
been cordinlly received at the south
and now, just after two Memorinl Days,
one of them a month ago, strowing
flowers on southern graves, and the
x other yesterday, strewing Howers on
northern graves, it wmight be appropri
ate and useful for me to preach a ser
won which would twist two garlunds,
one for the northern dead and the
other for the southern dead, and have
the two interlocked in a chain of low
ers that shall bind forever the two seo
tions Into one; and who knows but
that this may be the day when the
prophecy of the text made In regard to
the ancients may be fulfilled in regard
to this country, and the north give up s
prejudices and the south keep not back
its confldence. 1 will say to the
north, Give up, and to the south, Keep
not back.”

THE PARTINGS

But before | put these girlands on
the graves | mean to put them this
morning a little whilé on the brows of
the lving wen and women of the north
and south who lost husbands and sons
and brothers during the olvil strife
There is nothing more soothing to o
wound than & coul bandage, and these
two garlands wre cool from the night
dew. What o moming that was on the
banks of the ludson and the Bavan
nab when the son was to start for the
warl What fatherly and motherly
counsell  What tears! What heart
breaks! What charges to write howme
often] What littls keepsakes put away
in the knapsack, or the bundle that was
to be exchanged for the knapsack|

The crowd around the depot or the
steamboat landing shouted, but father
and mother and slster eried. And how
Jonaly the house seemed after they
went howe, and what an awlully va
eant chair there was at the Christinas
and Thanksgiving table!  And after
the battlo, what walting for news!
‘What suspense till the long lists of the
killed and wounded were wade out!
All along the Penobseot, and the Con
nectiout, and the Bt. Lawrence, and the
Olilo, nud the Oregon, and the Juoes,
and the Albemarlo, and the Alabaua,
- mnd the Musisippi, and the Sacramento
e were laentation and mourning
wop, Rachol weeping for her
i, and refusing 0 be comforted
wo they wore not.  The world has
i, but father and wothe

years folded into the last sleep, The |
ohilllesness, the widowhood, the or
phansge— who has a measuring line
long enongh to tell the height of it, the
depth of it. the infinity of it? Whut a
mountain, what an Alpy, what a Himn
layn of piled up agony of bereavement
in the shuple statement that three hon
dred thousand men of the north were
slnin and five hundered thoasand men
of the south weresiain, and hundreds of
thousands long afterward, through the
axhimustions there sullered, going down
to death!

SYMPATHY FOR THE BEREAVED.

I detain from the top of the tomb
these two garlands that 1 mn  twistiog
for a little while that 1 may with them
soothe the brow of the living Ovwer
the fallen the people said: ““Poor fel
low! What apity that he should have
been struck down!™ Wae did not, how
ever, often enough say: '‘Poor father!
Poor mother! Poor wife! Poor child!”
and so | say it now, Have you realized
that by that wholesale massacre hun
dreds of thousands of young people at
the north and the south have never had
any chanes! We who
stand between our children and the
world. We fight their battles, we plan
for their wellare, we achieve their live
lihood, we give them the adviee of our
superior years.  Among the richest
blessings of my life | thank God that
my father lived to fight my battles un
til 1 was old enough to fight for my
self
Have you realized the fact that our
eivil war pitched ont npon the farm-
flelds of the north and the plantations
of the szouth a multitnde that no man
ean nummnber, ehildren without futherly
help and protection? Underall the ad
vantages which we had of fatherly
mli:lm:m‘\w!mt a struggle life has been
to the most of us! But what of the |,
ehildren, two and five and ten vears of
age, who stood at their mother’s lap
with great, round, wondering eyes, hear
ing hier read of thoss who perished in the
Battle of the Wilderness, their father
gone down amid the dead host] Come,
young men and women, who by such
disaster have had to make your own
way in life, and I will put the garland
on your young and unwrinkled brow.
Yes: you have had your awn Malvern
Hill, and your own Bouth Mouontain,

white, the erimson for the struggle of
your life which has almwost amounted
to enrnage, and the white for the vie
tory you have gained.

FLOWERS FOR THE SURVIVOWIS.

Before | put the two garlands | am
twisting upon the northern and south
ern tombs | detain the garlands a little
while that I may put them opon the
brow of the living soldiers and sailors
of the north and sonth, who though in
varinnee for m long while, are now at
pence and in hearty loyalty to the
United States government, and ready
if need be to march shoulder to shoul
der against any foreign foe The
twenty-six winters that have pnssed
ginee the war, | think, have sufficient
ly cooled the batreds that onee burned
northward and southward to allow the
remark that they who fought in that
confliot were honest on both sides
The chaplaing of both armies were hion
est in their prayers. The faces that

thoss | howe would sond to his wife and motl

went into battle, whether they marched
toward the Gulf of Mexico or marched
toward the north star, were Lonest
faces.

It is too mueh to wsk either side to
believe that those who ecame out from
their homes, forsaking father and
wother and wife and child, many of
themw never to return, were not in earn
est when they put their life into awful
exigency, Witness the last scene ar
family prayers up among the Green
mountains, or down by the felds of
cotton and sugar cane. Men do not
sacrifice thelr all for fun. Men do not
eat moldy bread, or go withont bread
at all, for fun. Men do not sleep un
sheltered in equinoctial storms for fun
Thore wore some, no doubt, on buth
sldes who enlisted for soldiers' pay, or
expecting opportunity for violence and
pillage, or burnlog with revenge and
thirst for human blood, but such eunses |
were so rare many of you who were
in the war four years never coufrontoed
sucl: an instance of depravity,

As chaplain of a Pennsylvania regi
ment and as a representative of the |
United States Christlan commlssion 1|
wasa for o while st the front, and in
those hospitals at Hagerstown and Will
lnmsburg, and up and down the Poto
mae, whoere all the churches and fumn |
housos were filled with ;wounded and
dylng Pederal und Confederates, | for
got muid the hiorrors to ask on whil-h‘

slde they fought, when, with what lit-
tle aid | could tuke them for thelr|
sulfering bodies and the wightier ald 1]
could pray for thelr souls, 1 passed the |
days and mouths mnid scenes that in
wy memory secin ke o ghastly dream |
rather than possible reality.

When a New Orleans boy, unable to
AnsWar Iy question as to where lie was |
hart, took out from the folds of the'
ouly ganrwent that bad not beon torn |
off Lm In the battle a Now Testament |
markod with his own life blood, and 1]
saw the loaf tumed down at the v |
sage, My peace I give unto you |
as the world giveth give | unto you
road Just ax though it had been a
wra New ‘lestament. And when |
down and took from o Bouth Carolinbig
dying in o b st Boouesville his luw
wessage 10 his wife and wother au
ehild, it soundod Just like & messay
that & northern man dylag far fron

or and child.

garts"
aro fathers Locior o few battles nothing more was
sadd
sonthern "'braggarts.”
of hons against an army of lions,

beak against another flock of eagles
iron
agninst thunderbolt.
of wrath against archangel of wrath.
It was Hancoek against Longstreet.
was Kilpatrick against Wade Hampton,
It was Slocum against HilL
0,
Sherman against Stonewall Jackson,
[t wus Grant against Lee.
men who were under themn were just as
giallant, nnd some of them are here,
and 1 detnin the two garlands that |

recognition of honesty and prowess put
the coronals upon these living Federals
and Confederates,
we will make a great fuss about them
when they nre dead.

too Inte,

Aud when 1 picked up from the bat-
tle flald of Antietan the fraguient of a
letter which I have somewhere yot, for |
the nmmne and the address were prn off,
I saw it wos the words of a wife to lLier
husband, telling him how the little ehild
pruyed for their father every night
that he might not get hum in the bat
tle, and might come home sound and
eome howe well, but that if anything
happened to them they might all wmeet
again in the world where there are no
partings, It read just as a northern wife
would write to a husband nway from
home and in peril, conveying the es-
sages of little children. O, yes; they
were honest on both sides, and those

who lived to get home and are living |

yot were just as honest, and ought they
not for the suffering they endured have
a coronal of some kind

THEY WENE BRAVE MEN.

Yea, there was cournge on both sides,
They who were at the front know that,
When the war opened the south ealled
the northern men “mudsills,” and the
north ealled the southern men “‘brag
and “powmpous nothings" but

about northern “mudsills” and
It was an arny
It
was a flock of eaglos mid-sky with iron

was thunderbolt
It was archangel

beaked. It

It

It was O,

Howard against Hood. It was

Anad the

ive twisted for the departed, and in

North and South,

|air—procossions of the eandml, pro
| eessions of the martyrad,_processions of
the salnted—and they Lol the an
thems of the churches an | the salvo of
the batteries, and they sooped down
to breathe the incense of the Howers,
These nugust throngs snthered this
morning in these pews (nd alsles and
corridors and  galleries are inglimificant
compuared with the wight f

op throngs of
heaven who mingle in this serviee which
we render to God and onr ecountry
while we twist the two garlands.  Hail,
spirits inultitudinons! Hall, spirits blest!

Hnil, munrtyred ones come down from
the Kiug's palaces! How glad we are
that you huve eomne baek srain,  Take

this kiss of weleome and these garlands
of reminiscence, ye who lnnguished in
hospitals or went down under the thun
ders and the lightnings of Frederieks
burg and Cold Harbor and Murfrees
| boro and Corinth and Yorktown and
above the elouds of Lookout Mountain

Among the thousands of gatherings
at the north and at the sonth for Dee
aration Days | am conseions that thiy
servioe s uniqoe, and that it is the only
one in whieli there has been twisted
two garlands, one for the grave of the
northern dead and the other for tlic
grave of the southern dead. O, Lornd
God ot the Awerican Union, is it thoe
that we bury forever onr old grudges?
My! My! Can we not be at peace on
earth when this moment in heaven
dwell, in perfect love, Ulysses 8 Grant
and Robert E. Lee, Williun T. Sher
man and Stonewall Jackson, and tens
of thousands of northern and southern
men who, though they onca looked
askance at each other from the oppo
gite banks of the Potomae and the
Chickahominy and the Jaines and the
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Tennessee, now are on the same side
of the river, keeping jubllee with ome |
of those old angels wlio near nin
centuries ago came down one Clirist
mas night to echoant over Dethlehem,
“(ilory to God in the highest;
earth peace, good will to men !

THERE SHOULD BE NO SHCTIONALIEM

LS ]

(44

Thers will not be romn on their tomb

stones to tell how much we appreciate
then
and explode
graves, making all the eemetery ring
under our command of “'Firel"

We shall eall out the military |

three volleys over their

We
will have long obituaries in newspapers

and your own Gettysburg all along telling in what battles they fought,
these twenty years, Cowel Andif 1| o) 0™ o ifios they endured, ‘what |
cannot spare 4 whole garland for your flags they captured, In what prisons
brow 1 will twist in your locks at least they suffered, but all that will come
two fHlowers, ono  erimson and one

Une word in the living ear of
priise for their honesty and courage
will be worth to them more than a mil-
itary funeral two miles long, or a pile
of flowers half a mile high, and ten
bands of tusie playing over the grave
“Star Spangled Baoner" or ‘' "Way
Down South in Dixie.”

Now, while they are in their declin-
ing years, nnd their right knee refuses
to work beeanse of the rheumatism
they gut sleeping on the wet ground on
the bunks of the Chickamnuoga, or their |
digestive organs are off on a furlough
because of the six months of prison life,
in which their rations were big slices of
nothing, and their ears have never been
alert sinee the eannonnde in which
they heard so much they have Iuwn‘
uble to hear but little sinee—in these |
eases | eall upon the people of north |
and south to substitute a little ante
wortemn  praise for the good deal of
post-sortem enlogium, Thess two gar
lands that 1 twisted for northern and

southern graves shall not be put upon |

the gruss of the tomb until they have
fimt encireled the foreheads of the liv
ing. 1 will let the front of the wreath
eome down over the sear of a sealp
wound wade by the sword of a cavalry |
man at Atlanta, and droop & little over I
the eye that lost its luster in the u.mn"
explosion nt Petersburg, Hurzza for the
living! Calla lilies and eamellins und
amaranths and palm branches for the
living!

THEY KNOW.

But we must not detain the two gar
lands any longer from the pillows of
those who, for a quarter of a century,
have been prostrate in dreamless slum
ber, never oppressed by summer heats
or chilled by winter's cold. Both gar
lands are [(ragrant. Both have in
them the sunshine and the shower
of this springtime.
wore mixed by him who mixed the blue |
of the sky, nud the gold of the sunset,
and the green of the grass, and the
whiteness of the swow orystal. And ]

do not care which you put over the |

and which over the
southern grave. Does any one say
“Wihint s the usel  None of then will
know it Your Decoration Days both
gides Mason and Dixon's line are o groat
waste of Howere.” Al 1 see you hinve
carried (oo far wy idea that praise for
the living Is bLetter than praise for the
departed.  Who says that the dead do
not know of the lowers! 1 think they
do. The dead are not dead. The
boily eleeps, but the soul lives and s
unlindered

No two cities on earth are in such
rapid and constant comununloation as
oarth and heaven, and the two groat
Decoration Days of north and south
wrg bottor knowa in realns oolestinl
than terrestrial.  With what lntorest
we visit the place of our birth and of |
our buyhood or girlhood days! And
bave the departed no interest in this
workd, where they were born and ran
sowed, aiid where they sullered and
triumpbed! My Bible does not post
tively say s0, nor dovs my catechisin
teach it but wy common sense deolarea
i The departed do know, and the
bannersd procession that marchied the
carth yestorday to porthern graves, sad
the bhannwred provession that warched
& month ngo l.:' southern m;;:m u&
acoom panied two

northern  grave

B n——

| beat,

The colors of both |

I have been waiting for some years
for some one else ta twist the two gar
lands that 1 today twist, but,
doing it, in the love of Gl

no one

and iy

| epuntry 1 putnow my hand to the work |

i1

two

and next spring about this time,
am living and well, T will twist

more gurlands for northern and south

ern graves, and every springtime, until
sowe wman or wornan whom I mny have

cheercd a little in the strugele of this
life, shall eome out and put a pansy o
two on my own grave.  DBut if the time

should ever come when this land shall
be given over to sectional rancor and
demagogism, and north and south o
east and west shall forget what the

good God built this nation for, and it
shall halt on its high cuareer of right

ousness and liberty and peace, and be

come the ngent of tyranny and wrong
and oppression, then let some young
man whom | have baptized in infuncy
at these altars go ont to Greenwood
and scoop up my dust and seatter it te

the four winds of heaven, for I do na
want to sleep, and 1 will not sleep in o
land wenrsed with sectionalism or op
pression,

And now I hand over the two gar
ands, both of which are wet with LAY
tears—toars of widowhood aud arplinn
age and childlessness, tears of suffering
and tears of gratitude, and as the cere
mony must be performed in svmbol
there not being enough lowers to cover
all the graves, take the one garlund to
the towb of some northern goldier who
may yesterday have been omitted in the
distribution of the sacrament of Howers,
and the other garland to the tomb of
some southern soldier who may amonth
ago have been omitted in the distribin
tion of the saerment of the fowers
| and put both the wreaths geutly down
over the hearts that hove eensed to

Grod the two garlands!
God save the United States of America’

A Grent Mun,

John Jay was one of the truly great
men of our revolutionary period.  His
charncter was without blemish, and Lo
was more anxious to do right than to
acquire popularity or offlee. On one
occasion, in an exciting political eam
paign, he procured a vote of censure

Lileas

he thought blumeworthy,

The committecman lost his temper
and abused Mr, Juy roundly, On the
next day Mr. Jay learned that his sus
picions were not well founded and that
the wan had ated in wll bonesty, e

went to the wan promptly and said
} “You were right, and | was wrong. 1
ask  your pardon™  The
amazed, and replied, 1

feard that Jobn J
now | Kuow it."

- was
have often
Ay was a groat man
New York World,

An Indirect Query.
Mr. Lozing !?up-‘—.\hly | =
speak to your [uther, Miss Cole!

Miss Vera Cole—1It is useless, Mr
Hope. 1 ean nover be your veife!
Mr. Hope—lxeuso me; | wish to

spoak to him ubout that five poands he
borrowed fromn me the week before lust,
'm getting a little nervons about it.—
Exchunge.

Injustiee o the Pig.
Woury Mother—You littleimp! Look
at yoursell!  You're us dirty as a pig.
| Willle (appeslingly)—Papa, mama
says ' as dirty s a pig! What do
you think of thatf
Papa (ealimly)—1 think mamuwa's
¥ barsh on the pig.—Pittaburg
dulletin
Ulsagreoubilo Messages.
“She has given up Bpiritualism sinee
she marriod Farrar."
“Bf:ennn lie objected to it, 1 sup
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Oregon.
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Health is Wealth |
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