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' h continuance of the course of sornoens

~ on **T'he Ten Plagues of the Cities,” to:
 day preached to large andlences in the

. Brooklyn Aeademy of Music in the

'Mm nmomw.m Herald
York Acadeny of
wh the e ng on ""The Plague
of Orime.” He took for his text Kxodis
20, “All the waters that were in
were turned to blood.™
C Mlﬂ o Dgyptian plaguos fbue
3o !n.h n worse than this, The
Its fish

‘and flelds. Its condition de-

| lhwwurthe doom of the

ps.  What happens to the Nile

a8 to all Egypt. And now In

he text that great river Is incarnadined.
ared gaah across an empire. In

o lioense wo speak of wars which
ﬁ rivers Into blood. But my

toxt s not a poetio license. Tt wos a
*ﬁ. a great erimson, appalling condi-
m The Rile rolling deep
blood! Can you imagine a more

The modem plague which nearest
with that Is the plague of
mmdlonrdﬂu It halts not for
It shirinks from no ecarnage.

" It bruises and euts and strikes down

S and destroys. 1t revels in the blood of

mmd soul—this plague of erime,
 pampant for ages, and never bolder or
moro rampant than now.

HORRORS OF THE POLICE COURTS.

The annual police reports of these
eltios as 1 examine them are to me more
suggestive than Daute's Inferno, and
all Christian people as woll as reform-
e neod to awaken to n present and
tremondous daty, If you want this
“Plague of Crime” to stop there are
soveral kinds of persons you need to
: . Fimt, the publie erlminals,
ought not to bo surprised that
make up a large portion

eriminals who take ship
come Into our own port,

- In 1869, of the forty-nine thousand peo-

incarcerated In the pris-
ecountry thirty-two thousand
foreign birth. Many of them

very desperadoes of soclety,

thc slums of our clties,

' an opportunity to rlot and

~ steal dobmuh. jolning the large
of Amerlean thugs and eutthroats,

are in this closter of cities—

Now York, Jersoy City and Brooklyn—
four thousand people whose entire busi-
noss in life is to commit eriine. That
is as much their business as Jurisprud-
ence or medicine or merchandise is
your business, To it they bring all
their energios of body, mind and soul,
and they look upon the Intervals which
they spend in prison as so much unfor
tunate loss of time, just as you look
pon an attack of influena or rhenun
which fastens you in the house for

a fow days, It ls their lifotime business
! and blow up safes and
ply the panel game, and
have as much pride of skill In

_.ﬂllll' businees as you have In yours

you upset the argument of an
eotinsal or oure a gunshot
fracture which other surgeons have
up, or foresce a turn In the war
as you buy goods just before they
g0 up 20 per cent, It Is their busi-
ness to commit erime, and 1 do not
llrthlt onee in s yoar the thought
Inunorality strikes them.
Added to these professional erim-
Inala, American and foreign, there is a
olass of men who are wore or loss
In erime. Inone year the
In this oluster of elties arrestod
 thousand people for theft and ten
w for assanlt and battery and
fifty thousand for intoxieation, Drunk-
onnoss b responsible for moch of the
~ theft, since 1t confuses n man's ideas of
, and he gets his hands on
do not bolong to him.  Rum
ble for wuoh of the wsaalt
 and y Iepleing men to suddon

~ bravery, which thoy wust demonstrate,
It be on tho face of the next

_lelﬂon dollars’ worth of property
In this cluster of cities In one

You cannot, as good eltizons, be

t of that faot. Tt will touch

——

in the arrest. We eone nround the
bawling ruffian and hustls him off to
Justios, and whon he gets in prison
what do we do for him! With great
gnltn we put on the handoufls and the

opples; but what preparation we
making for the day when the hn&
and the hopples come offt Boflety
secins to say to thesa eriminals, “Vil-
Inin, go in there and rot,” when It
ought to say,
ngainst the law, but we mean to give
you un opportunity to repent; we mean
to help yon. Here are Bibles and
tracts and Christinn infloences.  Ohrist
died for you. Look, and live.”

Vast improvements hayve been made
by introducing indastries Into the pris-
on, but we want something more than
hammers and shoe lnsts to reclaim these
people.  Aye, we want more than ser-
mons on the Sabbath day. Boclety
muost impress théese men with the fact
that it does not enjoy their suffering,
and that it is attempting to reforin and
elevate them. The majority of erim-
inals suppose that society has a grudge
ngainst them, and they in turn have a
grudge against society.

They are harder In heart and 1ore
infurinte when they come out of jail
than when they went in. Many of the
people who go to prison go again and
again. Some years ago, Of fifteen han-
dred prisoners who during the year had
been in Sing Bing four hundred had
been there bofore, In a house of cor
rection In the country, where during a
certain rench of time there had been
five thousand people, more than three
thousand had been there before. Bo,
In one ease the prison and in the other
caso the house of correction left them
Jjust as bad as they weroe before,

The secretary of one of the benevo-
lent socicties of New York says alad
of fifteen yeurs of age had spent three
years of his lifo In prison, and he said
to the lad, **What have they done for
you to make you better?” “'Well," re-
plied the Ind, *‘the first time I was
brought up before the judge he said,
"Yon ought to be nshamed of yourself,’
And then I committed a erime again,
and I was brought up before the same
Judge, and he said, ‘You rmscall’ And
after n while I committed some other
erime, and I was brought before the
game judge, and he sald, ‘You ought to
be hanged.'” That is all they had
done for him in the way of reformation
and salvation. “Oh," yon say, ‘‘these
peaple are iocorrigible.” I suppose
there are hundreds of persons this day
lying in the prison bunks who would
leap up at the prospect of reformation
if soclety would only allow them o way
Into deceney and respectability, “'Oh,"
you say, "I have no patience with these
rogues.” 1 ask you inreply, how much
botter would you have been under the
saane clreumstances?

Supposs your mother had been a
blasphomer and  your fathier a sot, and
you had started life with a body stuffed
with evil proolivities, and you had
gpont much of vour time in a cellar
amid obscenitles and carsings, and if
at ten years of age you hind beon com-
pelled to go out and stenl, battered and
banged ot night if you caune in without
any spolls, and suppose your early man-
hood and womanhood had been cov-
ered with rags and filth, and decent so-
clety had turned Its back upon you
and left you to consort with vagabonds
and wharf rats— how much bettor
would yon have been! 1 have no sym-
pathy with that executive clemency
whish would let erime run loose, or
which would sit In the gallery of a
court roomn weoping because some hard
hoarted wreteh is brought to justice;
but I do say that the safety and life of
the comununity demand more potential
Influences In bohalf of public offendens,

FOULNKSS OF PRISON LIFR

In some of the eity prisons the alr is
like that of the Black Hole of Caloutta,
I have visited prisons where, as the air
swept through the wicket, it almost
knocked me down, No sunlight
Young men who had committed their
first erime crowded in among old of-
fenders. I saw in one prison a woman,
with & child almost blind, who had
beon arrestod for the erime of poverty,
who was walting until the slow law
eould tako her to the alishouss, where
gho rightfully belonged; but she wns
thrust in there with hor child amid the
most abandoned wretohes of the town,
Many of the offenders in that prison
gept on the floor, with nothing but
a veriln covered blanket over them.
Those people crowded and wan and
wasted and balf suffoeated and infurd-
ated. 1 sald to the men, “How do you
stand it hore ™ “'God knows, " said one
tann, “‘wo have to stand I£" Oh, they
will pay you when they get out. Where
they burned down one house they will
burm three. They will strike 5.;
the assassin's kulfe. They are this 1
ate plotting worse burglaries,

Bome of the city jalls are the best
places | know of to manufactare foot-
pads, vagubonds sud ontthronda.  Yale
oollege s not so well calonlated to
mnke seliolory, por Harvard so well
saloulated to make sclontists, unor
Princeton s well caleulated to make
theologlans as of our jalls are
caleulated to snke erhulnals ALl (hat
those wen do ol know of orime after
they bave been in that dongeon for
Batunie
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“You are an offender |

of Bogland. 1 thank Ciod for what
Isane T. Hopper and Dr. Wines and
Mr. Harris and scores of others have
done In the way of prison reform; but
we want something more rdical before
will eome the blessing of him who said,
“I was In prison, and ye enme unto
me, "

Again, in your effort to arrvst this
plague of erime you need o congider
untrustworthy officlals.  “Woe unto
thee, O land, when thy king [s a child
and thy princes drink in the mormiog.”
It In a great ealamity toa city when
bad men get into publlic nuthority,
Why was it that in New York there
was such unparalieled crime between
1868 and 18710 It wns becnuse the
judges of police in that eity at that
time, for the most part, were ns cor
rupt as the vagabonds that cnmne be
fore them for trinl. Thoso were the
days of high earnival for election frauds,
assassination and forgery, We had all
kinds of rings. There was one man
during those yenrs that got one hun-
dred and twenty-eight thonsand dollars
In one year for serving the public. In
a few years it wns estimated that there
were fifty millions of public treesure
squandered. In those thmes tho erim-
inal had only to wink at the judge, or
his lawyer would wink for Lim, nod the
question was decided for the dalend
ant.

Of the eight thousand people arrest
ed in that city In one year ouly three
thousand were punished. Those little
matters were “‘llxed up,” while the in-
terests of sociecty were “lixed down”
You know us well as T do thui ooe vil-
lain who cacapes only opens ths door
for other criminalities.  When the two
plekpockets snatehed the diamond pin
from the Brooklyn gentleman in a
Broadway stege, and the villuine were
arregted, and the trinl was set down
for the general sessions, and thoa the
trial never came, and never anything
more was honrd of the case, the publie
officiuls were only bidding hLigher for
more oriine,

WHEN THE WICKED RULE THE PEKOPLE
MOURN,

It is no compliment to publle anthori
ty when we have in all the eities of the
country, walking abroad, wen and
womon notorious for erimioality un-
whipped of justice. They are pointed
ount to you In the street day by day.
There you lind what are called the
“fences," the men who stand between
the thief and the honest wman, shelter
ing the thief and at a great price hand.
ing over the. goods to the owner to
whom they belong. There you will
find those who are ealled the “skin
ners,” the men who hover around Wall
street, with great sleight of hand In
bonds and stocks, There you lind the
funeral thieves, the people who go and
sit down and mourn with fuudlics and
pick their pockets, Alld there you fingd
the “‘confldence meon,” who borrow
money of you because tlmy have n depd |
child in the house and want to bury if,
when they never had a house or n luiui
ly; or they want to go to England nnd
got o large property there, and they
want you to pay their way, nnd they
will send the money back by the very
next mall,

There nre the “harbor thileves,” the
“shoplifters," the ‘“pickpockets,”" fa
mous all over thoe olties.  Hundreds of
thew with their faces In the “‘rogue’s
gallery,” yet doing nothing for the Iast
filve or ten yeurs but defrand socloty
and eseape justice.  When these people
go unarrested and unpunished, it is
putting a high premium upon viee and
saying to the young eriminals of this
country, *“What a safe thing it is to be
a great erlminal 1" Let the law swoop
upon them. Let it bo known in this
ecountry that erime will have no guar
ter, that the detectives are after it, that
the police elub is being  brandished,
that the iron door of the prison is be
ing opened, that the judge Is ready to
eall on the ease, Too great lenioney to
eriminals Is too great severity to soci
oty,

Again, in your effort to arrest this
plague of erime you peed to consider
the idle population. Of courso 1 do
not refer to people who are getthyg old,
orto the sick or to those who eannot
got work, but I tell you to look out for
those athletic men and women who
will not work, When the French no
bleman was ashed why he kept busy
when he had so lange a properly he
sald, "I keep on engraving so I wmas
not hang mysell” 1 do not eare who
the man i you eanvot affond to be
fdle. It I3 from the Idie clisses that
the orlming] classes are wade up
Charactor, like water, gots putrid il |
stands still too long. Who can wonder
that in this world, where there i s
wuch to do, and all the bosts of earth
snd heaven and Lell are plunging nto
the confliet, and angels are Hlylng and
God Is at work, aud the universe is
a-quake with the warehing and counter
marching, that God lets his lodignation
fall npon & man who cliooses Wdlonoss i

I have watohed these do-nothings whe
spend their thoe stroking their boeard,
and retonching their toilet, and eriti
olsing industrious peopla, and pass theb
duys and nights in barrcowms and elak
houses, lounging and smoking and
chowing and cand playing. Thoy arce
not only useless, but they are dansor
ous.  How hard it Is for them 1o while
away the howm! Alas for them! If
I.lnw not know how to while away
an r, what will they do whon they
bave all oternity on  their  hamde:
These mon fur awhlle smmoke the best
el md woar the best olothes, and
move Iy the highest splivres, byt | have | Just
notiosd that very sool they coims down
to the uu whiushious, or stup at
Wie gallows

Tbo polios statious of this cluster of

oitios flﬂ'r-idl nrmlml!v lmt woen two
and three hundred thousand lodgings.
For the most part, these two and three
hundrod thouwsand lodeings are fur-
nighed to able bodied wen aond women

—peoplo as able to work as you and | | the most part, it suilors uncxprossad,
nre. When they ore reevived no longer |

at one police station, beeanse they are
“ropeators,” they go to some otler sta-

tion, and so they keep wmoving amand. |

They get their food st Louse doors, |
stealing what they can lay their hands
on In the front basanent while the ser-

vant is spresuling the bread in the back | bave mmade them comfort

Tiue |

basement. They will not worlk,
and again, in the ecountry distriots, |
they have wanted hundreds and thou-
sands of lnborers.  These mon will not
go. They do not want to work. |
bave tried them. [ have sct them to
sawing wood in my cellu to see
whiether they wanted to work., Iof
fored to pay them well for it. 1 have
heard the saw golng for about three
minutes, and then I went down, and
lo, the wood, but no saw! They are
the pest of society, and they stand in
the way of the Lord's poor, who ougiit
to be helpad, and minst be helped, and
will be helped.

While there are thousands of indns
trious nen who cannot get any work,
these men who do not want eny work
come in and make thut plea. [ am in
fuvor of the restoration of the old
fashioned whipping post for just this
one elass of men who will not work,
sleeping ot night at public expense in
the station house, during the day pet
ting their food at your doorstep,  Lin
prisonment does not seave them. Moy
would like it. Blnckwell's Island or Sing
Sing would be a comfortable Lome for
them. Tihey would have no objection
to the slimshouse, for they like thin
soup, I they eannot get mock turtle,

I proposa this for them: On ono side
of them put some healthy work : on the
other side put a rawhide, and let them
take their clinice. I like for th
of people the seant bill of fare (hat
Puul wrote out for the Thesselonian
“Ifany work not, nefthorshould
By what law of God or wan
ig it right that you and I ghould taoll
day in and day out, until our hands are |
blistered and our arms ache and oor |
brain gets numb; and then bo enllvd
upon to support what in the U
Btates are obont two million loafers!
They are a very dangerons class. Lot
the public authorities keep their eyes
on them.

Again, among the uprooting elawoes
I pluce the oppressed poor. Poverty
to & cortain extent is chinstenizg: bur
after that, when it drives a mua to the
wall, and ho hears his elifldren ery in
vain for bread, it sometimes makes
him desperate. 1 think that there are
thousands of honest men Incerated into
vagnbondism. There are men cruslied
under burdens for which they are not
half paid. While there is no excuso
for criminulity, even in opprossion, 1
state it asa simple faet that mach of the
scoundrelism of the community is con
sequent upon il treatment. Thoere are
many men and women battered and
bruised and stung untll the hour of de
spair has eome, and they stund with
the ferocity of n wild beast which, pur
sned until it van ran no longer, turns
ronnd, foaming and bleading, to fight
thie hounds,

LIFE IN THE CELLARS,

There s a vast undorground New
York and Brooklyn [ife that is appall
ing and shameful, It wallows
steams with putrefaction. You go down
the stairs, which are wot and decayved
with tith, and at the bottom you {lnd
the poor vietims on the ftloor, cold,
sick, three-fourths dead, slinking into
a still darker eormner under the gleam
of the lantorn of the police, There has
not boen o breath of fresh aly in that
rooms for five years, literally. 'The
broken sower empties its contents upon
them, and they le at night in the
swimming filth, There they are, men, ‘
women, children; blacks, whites; Mary
Mugdalene without hor repentancs
wnd Lazuros withont his God, Plese |
are “the dives” into which the plek
pockets and the thioves go, ns wel
agveat many who would like o ditffer |
ent life but eannot get it, Thew plnees
are the sores of the elty, which blesd
perpetual vorruption

They are the underlying
that t(hreatens us with a Carsccas |
earthquake. It rolls and roars and
sunges and heaves and rocks and blas
pheases and divs.  And there are only
two outlets for it—the police court and
the TPotter's tleld. In other wonds,
they must either goto prison or to hell
Ob, you never saw I, you say. You |
aever will seo it uatil on the day when
those stageerdng wrelohes shinll cowe
up in the light of the judgment throne, |
and while all hearts are belng revealed,
God will nsk you what yon did to help
tham, |

There bs another luyer of poverty and !
destitution, not s spualid, bt almost
as helples. You bLear the incessant
willing for bread and elothes and fise.
Their eyea are sunken. Their cheek
bonea stand out.  Thelr hands wre
danp with slow consumption.  Their
Heshi ks paffed ap with dropsles.  Thelr
breath bs like that of the charnel honse,
They lear the roar of the wheels of
fashion overhiend, and the gny laughter
of men and uumlvn- and wonder Wlly
God gave to others wo moch and
thean a0 litle. Bowe of them thrust
into an infidelity like that of the poor
German girl who, when told iy the
Ilih of her I'&'ll.ludm_ Ut (st

ml. “No, wo good Ged
al ma.  No good God. "

In this alaster of oltion, whioss ery ol
want | intenppot, thoro mre said to be
W far s 1 oan figare Ik np from reports
—about thee hundred thousand bonest
Poor who are dupondent upon ndivid

it cluss

lonfers

bt v I.t

il od

nnd

| ns

voleano

| hunger for a little while; s

| sheltored tols LY :

| Take we onee and forever,

lml city and Mdto charities. If n!l thﬁh
voioes could eome up at once it would
be a gronn that woull shake the foun-
dntions of the city, and Dbring all earth
and heaven to the reseqe.  Buat, for

[t sits in silence, gnashing its teeth and
sucking the blood of its own arteries,
waitlug for the judgment day.

0Oh, 1 should not “'l:?“f]!'?r if on that
day it would be found ont that some
of us lind some things (hat '+ longed to

them; some extragarmoent Jumnight |
i in eold
some bread thruast ioto the ash
| their |
o wasted
candle or gas jet that miglt have kin- |
dled np their darkness: some freseo on |
the eeiling that wonld have siven them
a roof; some jewel which, brought to
that orpban girl in time, might have
kept her from  being srowded off the
precipives of an anelsan Tife:
Testiment that would have told them
of him who “‘camne to seck and save
that which was lost,” |

Oh, this wave of vagraney aad hun- |
ger and nnkedness that danshes against |
our front doorstep! If the roofs of all
the hounses of destitution couald be Hited
so we could look down into them, just
as God looks, whose nerves would be
strong enough to stand it! And yet there |
thoy are. The fiffy thonsund sewing
wolnen In these three citics, some of
them in hunger and eold, working
night aftor night, until sometimes the
blood spurts fromn nostril and lips.

How well their grief wns voiced by
that despuiring woman who stood by
hor invalid hugband and invalid child,
and said to the eity missionarey: I am |
dowinthearted. Everything's ngainst ug;
and then thers are ofther things.”
“What other things!” said the city
missionary.  *“Ol," she replied, *‘ny
sl “What do yon mean by that?"

“Well," slie said, *'I never hear or see
angthing good, [t's % from Mon-
duy worning  thl '-mlrlu night, and
then when Sunday comes [ ean't go
out, and I walk the floor, n:ni it makes
me treaunble to think that T have got te
wmest Gogd,  Oh, sir, it's g0 haed for vs,
Wo Lave to work so, and thien wo have
s0 tneh trouble, and then we are got-
ting along so poorly; and see this wee
lictlodliing growing weaker nnd weaker;
and then to think we are not getting
neaver to Giod, but floating away from
hitn. Oy, sir, 1 do wish T was ready fo
die,”

DTy oF CHURCH AND SOCIETY.

I should not wonder if they had a
good denl better time than we in the
future, to make up for the fact that
they Ll smoh a bad time here, It
wonld be just like Jesus tosay: “Come
up and toke the highest seats, You

duys;
barrel that might have app

soe New

wirt

suflered with e on earth; now be glo-
riflod with mwe In heaven." O thouo
weeping One of Bethuny! O thou dy-
ing One of the eross!  lave merey on
thesa starving, freezing, howeless poor
of thiess groat cities)

I have preachad this sermon for four
or flve pra Becansa |
wint you to know who are the uproot- |
ing elasses of society. DBecause I want
you to be more diseriminating in your
Beeause 1 want yonr hearts |
open with generosity and yvour hands
open with charity. Beeause I want
you to be made the sworn friends of |
all city evangelizution, and sl news |
boys' Ii wlgring houses, and all l!!lilih‘t‘llb
nld socloties and Doreas socleties, un-
der the skillfnl manipulnation of wives
and mothers and sisters and davghitors. |
Let the spare garmenta of your ward- |
roles b mt. d to t}w limbs of the wan |
mwnd shivering. I should not wonder if |
that bat that von give should come
back n joweled coronet, or if that gar-
went that yon hand out from your
wardrobe should mysteriously be whit- !
enod und womehow wrought into the |
Baviours owin robe, 8o In the last day |
by wonld run his apd over it and say,

I wins nuked, and ye clothed me"
That would be patting your garments |

etlenl reasons:

charities,

| to plorions s

But wore than that, I have pn'm;‘llud
the serion becunse I thought In the
vontrost you would see how very kind- |
ly Uil .ul dealt with you, and I/
thomght thnt thonsands of you would
g0 Ly yuur comfortable hownes and sit
at your well filled tables and at the
warm reglsters, and look at the round
fuces of your children, and that then
you would burst into tears at the re.
view of God's goodness to you, and
that you would go to your room and |
|m‘|£ the door and kneel down and RAY 1

'O Lord, I have been an ingrate;
make me thy child, O Lord, there ars
s many hungry and unclad and un
I thank thee that all
my life thou hast taken such good care
|of me, O Lord, there are so many
sick and erippled ehildpen today; 1
thank thee mine are well, some of them |
on earth, some of thewn in heaven, Thy
goodiness, O Lord, breaks me down,
Bprmk_lul
as | was wany yoars ngo at die altur
while wy wother beld me, now 1 wu‘
seerute wy soul to thee in a holier bap
thamn ol r\qn'nling tears,

e slunees, Lord, thou cam't ta bleed,
Indasnd;

Aud 't & sbnner vile

Lord, | balieve thy
Erace ia [
Ul maguify that STave lo'uo:“"‘.

H (irues (‘..nlm_

s Hrovey —"That stat g

for us, Mr. Graver'—— A )
Umver—Ob, ses—the o .

Voous of Mile; do you like '1;:': of the |
Misa Breezy —Yea, but Bt it an-

lucky Mlts wrws have sunehow been

brakiet off. ——Iunu-) " W«-Hy

Hew tm I-Ihlaln Crwalit,
Ly | wonder what 1 most do to appear

rleh 1

"'Quite M .mmn
hllvulhnnnrm y
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