"IN THE NIGER DELTA. 1

Horrlble Superstitions Prevailing
in that Part of Africa.
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the Royal Geographical Boelety,” London,

there is an unusually interesting article on | : wta taa 1 s = - sd e | v e ANT AW VS Ap i |
“he Niger Deltajn Africa,of whioh the | S0€Cialties in Table Luxuries, initian jormasnor cAr.
-, - -~ - - . 215 ot .
’;él‘;‘;.“;fk‘mzh“"?“ made tor te | i e Tea, and Coffee, Creamery | by ASpE | Bavs landing, lar L%
The Ljos representa to-day the ruling peo- | BLitter, Crearmnm Cheese, etc.
plo of the extreme lower Niger, of Brass, | AL18 | Wondburn, 12.00
f New Calabar, Bonoy aod Opobo. In | —_——— B o A ik & i
times pasttbey were fanatic adhorents of - 3 < e \ - ; ' - .
asavage type of animistio religion. Like | \\ l<; IJ*}_.\ I ) lh (“\ N ‘\ E [) ( ;( )( ) [ )H. - “ 550 | M1, Angel, w (I
the majority of the Africans, they did mnot - ’ ' - = s | Daw s, e
know or oconoéive of the existénce of one ] - “ i“: :lllll:.r';‘:tt:)‘::‘.u M :‘.‘::
supreme God, but embodied a number of | Remeimber t I 1€ I Ylace and (, all.] « L8 | Switzerland, “ i
nainral principles in ghe forms of certaln i 47 | EastSideSuner, = 1007
animals, of in & conorete representation of - L R U Y.
#{etislies" ar idola. { - = - = " 508 | Aumsville W18
i\ Ench little community had its *totem," or : “ 550 | West Stayion o
saored animal, in whose spocies the ances. 0
tral spirit—tbhe soul of tha tribe, so to ' Crossing i
speak—wns supposed to dwell, Thus In sy [ oY
Brass they worshiped the python snake;in 2 084 [ West Sclo, *OR=m
Bouoy the momitor lizard, Only nine or ' a3 | Coibtive " L
ton yedrs ago this animal worship was so 7.0 H;r:h'Jruln ' w
real that the British suthoritles in the Oil 7.4 | Tatman, 7.2
Rivors wore pompelled to afford 1t a cor- e
tain ?m?,u;ti of rlfli‘iagnmun. Eutropeans . 7 b S EaRTEY. et
wers forbldden to kill the sacred lizird of L 857 | Brownsville, 14
s L wectad et lmm|grants are Arriving and
Brass, nod wore heavily fined by their Con- T : -
sul if they infringed this prohibition.
On one occasion, in Brass, some ten or - 10:156 | Coburg. u 140
twelve yearsago, an agent of Messrs, Hat- Ar P AR L¥ily e
g [ ton & Cookson's firm found & large python N ton [THkota ot Lwolcents po
in his house and killed v When the mis- :n,i?c:'.':r:‘ nu.lr:- ul‘ ulﬁ';ln:in lru‘\ l'ug“ ngll‘n;s‘.
deed pecame known the Brass people made -
Connectioh st Ray's  snd  Fulguart

& descent on the factory, dragged the agont
ovut of the house onto the besch, tied him
p by his thumbs, spat in lus mouth, and
nflicted other indignitles on him. Then
they broke open the storw, and took out
0 worth of goods, which they conflscated.
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At Bonny the monitor lizaris became a
mickening nuisance. They devoured the
Europedns' fowls, turkeys, ducks and geese
pith impunity; they might lle across the
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$900. 2 sightly lots on proposed street railway line in North Salem.
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their whip-like serrated talls, and i you
wounded or killed one of them, there was
poond of a to-do. You were asssulted or
obbed by the natives, harangued by the
Consul on board of a man of war, and pos-
ibly fined into the bargain.

In other parts of the delta it might be tha
harlk, or the erocodile, or some wablar-bird
it was worshiped, but nowhere was this
joulatry carried to greater lengths than at
Bonny and Brass, Forits effectunl abolish-
pent, which hus been’of the greatest benefit
b the well-belng of Europeans and natives
ike, we owe our thanks not tothe inter-
pution of naval or consularofficlals, nor to
fie biuff remonstrances of traficrs, buttothe
iot, unosasing labors of the ogents of the
Phuroh Missionary Bociety, wno, by win.
ng the natives from these nbsurd prac-
cos, have brought about such u change of
Tairs that now the python is promptly

fliled at Brass whenever it makes its ap-
purance, and the monitor lizard is relo-
ated to the woods and swamps, Indead,
regards the [atter animal, thers was

| ther a curious revolution of feeling.
b About four years ago, when Bonny Town
as infested with numbers of these great,

ugeish lzards, the missionaries screwed

hen moeant almost the entire population of
ho place) Lo the stloking point. A grand
pughtor of lizards was arranged to take
e on Haster SBunday. As soon as the
porning bells of the mission church rung
ut a lbirge number of Bonny men and
pys armed themselves with matchets and
iticks and commenced the slaughter of the
jzards. By the end of the day therve was
oy one loft alive in the town, and so grooy |
era the numbora slaughtered that the
tonch alinost brought nbout a sichness, und |
pr four or five days the town was unap-|
achnbie !
DBut i slanghtoring the lizards muoh else
if the ¢'d superstition seemed to go, and
it eve tmarked the veal revolution, upd
turnir = towirds better things on tho part
i the Bunny people. A chnngo almost sith-
ely abrupt put an end Lo the prthon wor-
liip ul Brass. Before that time, if o
ython seleed o child in the streot in ils
pils and slavered it with its vicious saliva,
he iother—so far from interfenng to save
must stand by and call out her thanlks,
d summon her frionds and relatives to
e joicn with her that the god-python had so
pnored her family as to devour her chlld,
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