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A Treasure Found in a Oloverly-
Made Wooden Leg. "
W
The Whale and the OClam—A Jonah-Like
Esoupe from Death—A Novel Combina-
tivn of Wine Cellar, Bank and
Bafely Depasit Vault,

An old man sat on the edge of the string-
plece of aiBotth street dock Ingeniwously
splicing & Hnwser, and his only companion
a short, black clay pipe, from which ho
puffed apasmodically clouds of raak plug
bbiooo smake with much euergy and sat-
sfaction. His age, says the New York
FI'mbune, was about sixty { his bair long and
gy, and about his witherod but lindly
countenance thers were many signs of the
hardships and privations he had experi-
encedduring Yo life on the ocosn wave."
Yot his appearance was nob particularly
mauticnl, aside from a sou'western and &
fow bross buttons whioh adorned nn an-
cient “reefer.” Nor would be have attrast-
‘ed much sttention had it pot bean for an
old-fashioned wooden leg which was de-id
of all external covering below the knee ex-
cept & cont of white paint, It wus, more-
ovar, his right leg or a nocessary aubstic
tute for thuat useful member, and consistad
seomingly of o straght plece of timber
which tapered very awkwirdly down from

buttom,

' Thore was no erutch beside him, and the
roporter was curious to know how he inan-
nged Lo got about the deck of o vessel with
suoh a primivivedooking limb, when lie rose
from his occupstion and hobbled vigorously
pyer a narrow plunik from the dock to the
eck of & rakish-looking little schooner,
ith a remarkable cat-like agility. Then
along the deck and down into thae BEliza
Anne's cabin the tall, angulsr and ecoen-
vio figure disappeared for n fow moments,
poturning to his work with a large jack-
Bcnife, with which he proceeded to trim off
be waste or raggod ends of a veat splice,
“Kindor spry, for an old foliow with a
mber leg—ain't 11" he obsoerved, noticing
ho writer had been watehing him.

ponded the astonished roportor, taking n
pab by s sule,

“Yeos, nud fow onem's smarter nor moe
0 this day nt sen—as 1 always says to my
pidest san, Bill, who owns part of that there
houner.  But, of *course, I ain't up o
much senling & riggin' or golng aloft nown-
ys—which wis tlie causaof iy losing my
]ght log, and nubs:quuut udupun ol this
ore a.p]’l\rlth..l.I!E

“How long hnve yon worn g™
WThirty—yes, thirty-two yeurs ago last |
Dotober, I wons Dlowd off the yardarm of
ap’'n SBamuol's pearioss vllmkr ship, the
Dreudnnught—going to the east'ard. There
a8 a gale, and all bands were piped np’ to
ef and shorten sall, when the Fast thing I
wew I kinder lost meo footing on tho ‘stir-
ps' of the lower foretopsail yard and wos |
hrown on decle"

~And--*

SAnd this here Jeg that used to be was so
fadly broken that iv had to be amputated ay
e kuoe the next day by the ship's surgeon,
Ind when we arrived In Liverpool I was
et to the Seamen's Hospital and laid up
br repairs.

“Then," continued the ancient mariner,
ftor rogurding this wooden extremity with
chadmyrution for several moments, “I
onme foquuinted with nnother corippled
or who died of consumption. . “Tuke
8, Joo,’ says he, pointing to this here log,
in't much, 1 kuow,' saya ho, *but muy ba
uful when you get well’ and with thut he

“Dld igfivn Eaatl L ——
“Yes, toaT, and ono dey 1 was examin
ig of its wonderful mechanical eonstruc-
pn Inside, when I found beneath o seeret
ug In the hollow part of tholeg here a
pd of bunk notes that took my breath
way. Two htindred and fifty pounds, sir,
true na I'm Cpp'n Joseph Baltus, of
p'ster.'
SWhat did I do with ’em! Why, bless
pur heart, put ‘em back againand never
it on to nobody T'd found "em for fear (inn
pufidentinl whisper) his poor relations 'd
of th: discovery and expect me W sel-
sup, Then, afler 1had been in the hos-
ital two nionrhs, ‘Cap'n Bam' visited me
rsonplly, kind soul! and insisted on my
pturnin’ to his ship and wocepting. of & job
p the gglloy. My crulse as pssistant cook
hoard the old Dreadnsught cume mighty
ar ending in a watery grave.'*
HHow was that®"
*You see wo were bound for Now Yorl,
nd just off the bunks gotinto a calm, and I
jought I'd try my luck fishing. So 1 toalk a
g cod hook and line and sat on the fortard
1, buiting tbe ook with a whols olam,
pd, aftertying tho line to this: wooden np-
nidage for & Ashing pole, cast outto star-
pard for s bita. I sut thers forn whole
pur and was almost agléep, when all of g
dden there ctme suoh ntog thist I went
rerbonard, Tt wos i whale,  Just when 1
apected to be swallowed whole like Jondh
himething gave way and 1 was pleked up on
e port side of the ship. The worst of it
s thero wasn'l but one man sboard who
plloved & whale bud pulled me overboard.
"You sco most of the crew waora asleep,
nd to mulie matters worse,me and themute,
iman who refused to eat my apple duzips
n's, wasn't extra friendly, and #e swore
hat I was drunic at the tima, which nsser.
on most on ‘em belleved until we artived
Sandy Hook and discovered a dead
hale.
HAngthor " murmured the nstonishiod re-
prier, propuring to hoar a fresh whale
ory.
YNo,"” Interrupted the Captain, with an
tful winl, “the same whale that I hooked
i the Banks."
‘But how did you kaow 11"
“Why, by tho lino that was Banging out
its mouth with this here leg attiohed to
of courdo."”
*'What, you lost your log, thea!”
“Yes, for the time being, and k was
ghity lucky I hud one to lose, for I might
ve lost wmy lfe if 1 hadn't parted with my
"

“True! But what killed the whala!"
“The clam,'v insisted the Cap'n, “which
5 the biggeast and toughest clawm Iever
w bafore oraivce I balted thay hoolr in the
pring of '58 on board the Dreadnsught.
jut the thought of thut whale alwnys mukes
0 dry, concluded the Cap'n, braclng bis
k sgainft 8 mooring spile, and twisting
i wooden lag until that eccentrio member
dh;alutod at the knee,

[Then, alter peering into its internal mys-
¢a with ove oye shut, us if looking
pugth o telescope, hio extricated o bag of
invas, which, when tenderly umfolded, |
ntained » lerste black bottls, which ho
at with unmistaiable reverence, and |
ning to his amused eom!au wlth Ul
twinkle in bhis starboard eye, said

“(ireat scheme, aln't ) A wine ulm

nie, wod safo deposit veull all in one, snd |
jobody, not even my old womay, able to got |
{14 valuable contents. Tako u pip,"

Ga to tho Eel, Ye Lazy Hana,
The Popular Beionce Mouthly nssorts that
eol lays 8,000,000 om This is 8 good
al W swallow., Those nolsy baroyard
packlors, the hens, should go sod lewn
wdom from thelr alippary rivals,
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