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Enthusiastic

COMMITTE ON DALLAS-
SALEM LINE MAKES
AN ENCOURAGING

REPORT

1
o

A 32000 STAKE FOR STATE FAIR.

Commerxcial Club Goes on Becord Fav-
~oring . Municipal Ownershdp of
Electric Light Plapt.’
FEIER T 1

If Railroad Proposition Is Accepted the
Business Men of Salem Must Furnish
Terminal Grounds, Right of 'Wi§

~ Through West Salem and Muast Meet

Other Concessions. ¥
-

A more important meeting was never
held in Salem by any body for the best
interpgsts of the ecity, than the special
meeting of the Greater Saledi Commer-
cial Club last evening, when the propo-
sition submitted by Mr. J. W, Coovert,
engineer of the Dalas-Falle City.: rail-
road, to build a line to Salem, was ac-
cepted, and eommittees appointed to
posh arrapgements. Mr. Coovert prom-
ised before leaving to Iu"gin work ]'n:-
fore July 15, and to have the line com-
pleted and trains running over it by
the time the rainy sénson sbts in next
faull. Mr. Coovert was present in per-
son, having eome from Duallas to atteml
the meeting sand state his proposition,
that there might - be no misanderstand-
ing.

Other important matters to come up
were the I.r:.pnﬁil'l--n of -‘iﬂ'vl‘.‘ng H
guarantee {o the State-Fair Board to
ouner another stake of $2000 for a race
to be run at the next State Fair. A
committee was appointed to solieit
funids,

The e¢lub went on reecord as being in
favor of the city owning its ewn elee-
trie lighting plant, and adopted a res-
olution ealling om the ecity eonuneil to
considler the project and investigute the
enst,

The meeting was precidede over hy

President !:' lll'lrl r, and there was a
Iarge attendanee of business men, who
were enthugiastic over the guestion of
building a railroad, and thoese who
spoke in favor of the pr iposition  re-

eeivinl liberal applause,
As it now gtands, the business men of
Salem are tol furnish terminal grounds

in West Sulem, 500 by 800 feet, and

#ilso 4 right of way from the statiomn te
the Da Holmes farm, or just outside
West Salem, and also to loan the eom-
pany $72,000 at 5 per cent interest per
ansum on three years” time, with a
privilege of paving them off sooner if
desired, to be seenred by a first mort-
gage on the line. This proposition was
furnished in writing by Mr. Coovert,
and after being altéred to muit the ideas
of the members, was adopted unani-
mousiy.

Committee Makes Report

Mr. Ford, chairman of the committes
on promoting a Dallas-Salem railroad,
was called uwpon to makefhis report of
the work done. He stated the proposi
tion offercd, that Mr. Coovert was will-
ing to pat $60,000 into the road, and
asked that the eitizens of Salem float
bhonds and loan him $72,000, He thought
this feasible, and worthy of being work-
ed out.

The committee had taken up the mat.
ter of securing 3 terminal point of 500
by 800 feet, as desired by Mr, Coovert,
and the most desirable land was ewned
by Mre. J. J. Murphy, who bad as yet
given no decision as to whether or not
the plot eould be secured. Mr. Coovert
also desired the elub to farnish a right
of way as far west as the David Holmes
place near Eola, and thought there
would be no difficulty in securing this
right of way. The owner of the land
adjoining the Murphy place had already
offered to donate a right of way.

Plan is Feasible.

Mr. Ford gave it as his opinion that
the proposition was entirely feasible,
and if Mr, Coovert would put $60,000
of his own moncy inte the road, There
would bBe no diffienlty m securing the
remainder of the money, as the loan
would be perfeetly safe, and a good in-
vestment. Mr. Coovert only desired
‘Nu‘ loan for three years at 5 per ecnt
interest per annum, with a privilege of
repaying it within one year.

One week ago - committee eonsisting

iof D. J. Fry, E. T. Barnes and Clarence
.}lumiitun went to Dallasand in his re-
port Mr. Fry expressed himself as ln‘.'ing
| much pleased and favorably impresse
with the resources of the Falis City
, eountry. Onme item of intqrest mention-
ed wns that the holdings of a single
man at Falls City was 12,000 aeres of
timber land, and of this 31 per cent
could be shipped over this road to the
river and shipped to the Uregon City
mills for paper pulp.

Mr. Fry thought the idea perfectly
feasible in every way, both to Salem
anil'to the company, as the Falls City
road was now paying a profit of #2000
per month,

Mr. E. T. Barnes was ealled upon and
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told of what had been seen um the trip.
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Of the exeellent condition of the Dallas
railroad, and the possibility of deing

busigess with that rouu12 thﬂ‘ the |
proposed Dallas-Salem roa \

Falls City Greatly Benefitted.

Mr. Hamilton told of the great im-
provement which had been wronght in
the cities of Dallas and Falls City sinee
the rond was construeted, amnd thought
there was mo doubt of the benefit which
would result fram the road. One great
source of profit to the road would be
the vast quantifies of cord wood which
is now going to waste eould be shipped
out, and fill the existing demand and
deficiency in the wood supply. He also
thonght the country wou.rd tly de-
velop in the produetion of all kinds of
farm produce, and the resourees of the
eountry to furnish business to the road
woitld be coustantly on the inerease.

Mr. Webstier Holmes, attorney Jsor
Mr. Coovert, made a statement of the
gituation. Mr Coovert desired to be-
ain work not later than July 15, in or-
der to eomplete the projeet before the
rainy season arrived, as work would
thus be suspended for mearly a year.

Ready For Business.
Mr. Coovert took the floor and ex-
pressed his dissatisfaction of the

methods being followed by the commit-
tee . He said the line is practical and
feasible, at least 30 per cent less im
grade tham the Falls City road. There
were but few bridges, and while the
grade between Salem and Eola would
be conmsiderable, it was feasible. His
proposition was that ke would build
and equip one half the road, and would
then ask the committee to advanee
one-half of $72,000, and in the mean-
time he would be compelled to go ahead
with the trestle building and grading.
When the remainder of the road was
ecompletod, the remainder of the Joan
would be due. He wanted the commit-
tee to get onto a broader basis than it
had been acting, as fhe cost of the
rosd would be mueh larger than was
being estimated. It would be necessary
for him to spend at least $90,000 in
addition to the $72,000 to be loaned by
S8alem, and he wanted to disabuse the
minds of the members of the elub of
the impression that he was only to put
$60,000 into the road. He asked the
elub to get down to business, and if his
propogition was aecepted, to get a eom-
mittee to work soliciting the loan and
sceuring the right of way.
Mr. Hughes Objects.

Mr. Geo, Hughes raised objeetion to
accepting Mr. Coovert’s plan, saying
he did mot believe it would be profit-
able to Salem, and henee should be re
jeetedl. He thought a general system
of roads leading from Salem should be
ontlined, and work done along that
line. Mr. Iughes was alone in his
objection, and when the measure eame
to a vote was unanimously adopfled.

Mr. Fry stated that be thought it
was nof generally known, but the little
city of Dallas rais&@d $7,500 and gave
to Mr. Gerlinger to build that road fto
Falls City, and now it was time the
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sented by J. W. Coovert, who proposes
to build the Dallas-Salem Railroad. It
is signed by Mr, UCoovert, and was

adopted by a vote of the club:
_Btatement with reférénce to pro-
posed, Dallas-Balem Railroad:
Steel—88 tons of 56 Ib, steel

per mile, at $3250 £. o. h.

at Portland, Oregon, ples

$2.50 per ton frei Port-

Iand to Dallas, eq $35 '
3,080.00

per ton, equals per mile. .$
Spikes —30 kegs per mile,
OPRRIE e siil e whse 240.00
Track bolts—10 kegs per

mile, equals . ..... 100.00

Ties—cost at' mill per tie,
- 28¢, freight rate per tie
on foreign cars, 8 cents,
unloading, reloading, haul-
ing to fromt, and distrib-
uting, 4 cents, equals per
tie 40 gents under -traek,
requiring 2, ties per
mile, at 40 cents per tie,
equals ...... ...... coye
Track laying—per mile ...,
Surfacing track—per mile..
Ballasting—30 yds. per sta-
tion, &52.8 stations per
mile, river gravel at §0
eents per yard, to laoail,
hanl =and distribute, * 40
cenis, per yard put under
track, total, $1.00, equals,
Dol 2 L, e s S da -
Normal grade, 200 yards pet
station, 52.8 stations r
mile, at 15 cents per miile,
52.8 stations per mile,
equals per mile ..
Right of way ...... ......
Termini grounds ... .... ..
Clearing right of way, aver-
age per mile ..... . ....
Bridges, onc truss bridge
across  Rickreal  river
(cost $2,800.00) average
ave per mile .....
Trestles, 2,000
$5,040.00) average per
mila ..... e woXET AR 360.00
Side tracks and tracks in
termini (total cost $7,000)
average per mile ........
Cattle guards ...... .. ...
Road erossings ($10.00 each,
number unknown) .... ..
Depotd ...... si.. is issace
Rolling stoek (total  cost,
$25,200.00) average per
T P e v .« sscase
Engineering for' five months
(total cost  $1,400.00)
avertage per mile ........
Abnormal grade, one mile

$4,000, two miles $5,200,
one mile $2,200, one mile
2,500, total, $13,900 ...
excess over average grade
per mile .......
Total cost, per mile .......
Total cost of fourteen miles,
distance of track ....... 167,034.00

The foregoifig statement inecludes
the items and legitimate cost of the
fourteen miles of propesed railroal be-
tween Dallas and West Salem, and is
based upon the legitimate eost of conm-
strueting a standard railroad. To go
into some of the details of what econ-
stitutes a standard railroad, for the
benefit of the Balem Commercial Claub
and its committee, T will state that a
standard., gailroad in its’ éonstruction
requires, first: Not less than forty
pound steel. Fourteen feet road bed,
trestle bents not over sixteen feet, un-
wess trussed. Slopes and embank-
méents, one and one-half fo one; exea-
vation slopes, one and one-half to one,
eéxcept in solid rock or cement; lemgth
of ties, eight feet long, mot less than
six by eight; bridge ties, not less Than
ten feet long, six by eight; ties shall
not be more than two feet from eenter
to center. Ties on bridges shall not
be more than one foot from center to
eenter. Truss bridgts shall be so com-
structed as to stand a dead load of two
thousand pounds, per lineal foot.

1 will agree to construct nothing but
& standard road, defined as above.
For terminal facilities it will require;
a tract of.land in West Balem, e
bundred feet in length By five hindred
feet in width, and more space if it can
be obtiained.
I will also require a2 right of way
gixty feet in width between the fer-
minin of said read, The Yerminal
grounds in West SaleT and the right of
way between the termini of-the propes-
ed road have not yet been acquired.
T make this proposition. that 1 will
build the road from Dallag to West
Salem, afd equip it ‘according to the
specifieations  herein
vided thé business men and eapitalists
will procure for me the terminal
grounds in West Sa and the right
of way from said terminal rouldl to
bon

1,056,00
400,00
300.00

1,584.00

1,584.00

200.00

200.C0

Ssew e

(cost

500.00

1,800.00

100.00

427.00
11,931.00

the . J. Holmes place, and float ds
to the amount of sevenly-twg ! nd
dollars, or five thousand, ere-hundred

and forty: ($5,140.00) per mile, due in

privilege of paying same at Any fime
after ome year, bearing interest at the

bonds to be a first 1 upon t
mini grounds, right of way and eatire
property of the road.

b
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contained, preo-|Pre

three years from date thereof, with the}.

rate of five cent per annufs, thése];
N ll:‘ he “ter-

I also that I will mot requite
nndn-mnduy ropre- ||
pented by flie bonds issned until I have
completed a section of seven miles of

Four dﬂd'ot;dpar ¥,
8t $7.50 per ear ... .. raresen 3000
30.00

Mail and wa t, Salem to
Inillas, Falls Ty and way
points, per day ........ ve.. 10.00

Ul-'anfmpnd,putpwoodnd
w ----- " SFseel B SR “.M
Total earnings per day .....$160.00

Contra Expenses.

Interest on bonds as propesed,
per-day ..... LA AR Pl # 11.00

Operation ...... ..... seress 25.00

Mnintenande of tra..ek ..... . 25,00

Taxes, coulX not excead per day 1.90
Total_ ....... . wrmp cvssszsl S.08

Net earnings per day .... ....5100.00

Respeetfully submitted,
4. W, COOVERT.

T0 BUY PLANT

COMMERCTAL CLUB GOES ON REC-
ORD FAVORING CITY OWNER-
' SHIP OF LIGHTING PLANT

Resolutions Adopted Calling om City
Council to Take Action Toward Buy-
ing Présemt Fiant or to Buy Water
Power and Build a New Plant.

One of the most important matters
which were acted upén at the meeting
of the Commercial Club last night was
the adoption of the resolution offered
by Hon. Tilmon Ford for the eity to

own aud operate its own electric light
plant, In offering the resolution Mr.
Ford said: **The ecity of Salem had
ought to arrangé to aequire and run a
plant of its own, either the present one
or another plant. There is plenty of
water power within reach of the eity
which may be had at a reasonable fig-
ure. 1 have an idea in my head that
we ought to have better serviee and
more of it.’”’ The proposition was re-
ceived with cheering by the members,
and pronounced it ome of the most im-

rtant ever brought before the club

some of the speakers. Mr. Ford
ealled attemtion to- the faet that the
present contraet between the city and
the Citizens Light & Traction Co. was
about to expire, and that now was the
epportune time to take meagures for
seeuring the ownership of the plant by
the eity. '

Following is the complete resolution
as adopted:
“‘Be it resolved, That it the sense of
the Greater Sdlem Chmnfereial Club,
that it would be to the best interests
of the people of this cily for SBalem to
own and operate an electric light
plant tq supply the city and its inhab-
itants with light, and we would re-
spoetfully ask the Salem eity ecouneil
to appoint a ecomittee to investigate
the matter of Salem purchasing or
construeting and operating such a
plant.
“‘Resolved, That the eity eouncil re-
¢eive propositions from persons or cor.

tions bavibg water power or light-

! plants to sell and at what piice.”’
.ir. Geo. F, Rodgers raised objection
to the adoption of the resolution, as
he thought the eclub would be acting
without a proper knowledge of condi-
tions, as none of the members were
eleetriciana. He favored asking the
ecouncil to investigate, or better to ap-
int a committee of the elub to econ-
duet the investigation without the as-|
sistance of the council, that they might
have figures before them when they
took definite aetion, He said he did
not believe the present plant was a:
paying investment, or ever had been,}
and did not believe the eity eould af-
ford to fldat bonils for u _liglung Ehnt,
when railroad systems, were so y
needed_for the growth and prosperity
of the eity.
| Another Great Race For $2,000. |

President Downing, of the State

MIND IS

A sad ease of insanity was brought
to the asylum yesterday. The patient
is William H. Prather, . whose home iy
at Mitchell, in Wheeler county. He iy
a native of Virginia, ‘0 years of age,
and beeaunse of continued ill-health and
finanecial troubles he - has lost the ra-
tional use of Tfs Wmeatal powers,

The aged fan is a farmer, and his
mental infirmity maniTests itself in his
desire to be aldne mm his broodings.
When he is asked questions, he replies
in ineoherent, mumbling tones.

Goveriftk Chamberlain commuted the
sentence of Edward Eisel, gentenced to
one year imprisopement in the Multno-
mah county - jail by Police Judge
Hogue on the eharge of larceny. The
prisoner was in jail since the 9th of
last Jumuary. His release is based on
the fact that Inter developments show
that he may have been wrongly con-
vieted, and on the recommendation of
the police  judge.” He will be set at
liberty Jume 20.

Mark Horlburt, of Albany, has been
appointed by fiovernor Chamberlain an
a member of the State Board of Agri-
culture.

W. F. Btingley was licensed to prae-
tiee law in Oregon on recommendation
and A cortificate from -the Nevada su-
preme court,

The Porfland SBhow Case Company
took their first step yesterday toward
gaining legal standing as a corporation
by filing the neécessary papers. The
ineorporators are A. Segall, W. L.
Gray and O. W, Btapleton, of Portland,
where their business will alse be loeat-
ed. They have a capital stock uf
$2,500, and intend to manufacture and
sell show eases, wall eases and dressing
eases, bank, office, sehool and house-
hold furniture and fixtures as well as
do all kinds of cabinet work. p

The BSilverfield Company is amother
corporation prometed by Portland par-
ties, those appearing of record are 8.
Silverfield, Belle Silverfield and Milton
L. Gumbert. The amount of ecaptal
stock named is $75,000, and the ex-
pressed intentiom of the parties ie to
buy, sell and import all kinds of fur
skins, to manufacture fur skins inte
various kinds of garments, to deal in
all kinds of dry goods, fancy goods and:
earry on a general mercantile business
in Portland.

e
Thrown Trom a VWagon.

Mr. George K. Babeock was thrown
from his wagon and severely bruised.
He applied Chamberlain’s Pain Baln
freely and says it is the best liniment
he ever used. Mr. Babeoek is a well
known eitizen of North Plain, Conn.
There is nothing equal to Pain Balm
for sprains and irnuu. It will effect
a ecure in ome-third the time ired
:7 any other treatment. For sale by

1 druggists.
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PRUNE CEOP EMALL.

The asnual of the wtock-
holders of the Willamette Valley Prune

Board of Agricuiture, was present and
at the imvitatiom of President Hofer
stated the pr heing made for
viding horse races for the fair mext
all, "and gave it as his opinion that
the eity should take bold of the mat-
ter and raise”a’ tee fund for an-
other big race with a purse of $2,000.
Geo. Hughes thought the eity was
never before in suech good comdition 18
vide for this race and it would be-
hoove them to act ad soon as possible
béfore the fine horses were turned inm
other direetions. 7
On motion the
structed to appoint a tee of five
to solicit a guarantes fund, and Mr.
Downing agreed < to name  the event
HCommercial Club stake.’’
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Association was held yesterday, when
the board of directors made their re:
port of the business of the Lm
r ’ was aceepted and tc ness
ey a v Secrelary H. 8. Gile,
N, J, ; John Pem -
Cheste IIE?'I, who made u.t?.
Fast in _the interest of the asgoe

-

T ol 2

GONE|

UPHE/
OF

PIANO
PRICES

=y

SALEM
HAS
EVER
EXPERIENG

-

Alien & Gilber
Ramaker Cos

s 4 A -:“.

Oregon’s Oldest

sic House.

Sslem Branch |

= &

—— — ——

; “Xdjournm ;
til July 18, 1o énable tha ¢
PSR
at. that -the anntal &lse
oeeur, .'? R

1t in expoeted that ‘rrop
m_h l.'l.- *.

L s g

h i
ctien. _ California prices &

on & basis




