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. We see accumulating evidence that we

THAT WAY.

**Now, who ecan explain why Washing

 ton eounty should ge against loeal op-

tion, while Clackamas on the other side
of Multnomah, and most other eounties,
gave local option a very large majority?
This is one of the little mysteries of

1 : the election.”’—Portland Journal.

This is no more unaccountable than

& thousand other things we see every

day. - It is no more singular than that
the editor of the Journal is 'a Demoerat
—if he is—and the editor of the Ore-
gonian js a Republican, nor than the
fact that Dr. Hill is a Preshyterian and

. ..Dr. Driver is a Methodist. There is

‘mothing more remarkalile about it than
that the Journal should believe Binger
Hermann a dishonest official —if it real-
‘ly did—while & majority of 7000
people in his distriet did not believe
any such thing.

And yet there are a great many
things connected with what we zall peo-

~ ple’s idiosyneracies, that are unexplain-

_ able, as, indeed, life itself is. The
question raised by the Joursal refers
so direetly 40 conditions that confront
us every day that it should soften the
disposition to judge harshly in instances
where our own judgment seems to ve
#0 clear as to leave no room for an hon-

est contrary opinion.

Why . should Marion be so over-
whelmingly Republican while, Linn,
just Dby its side, should be so
uniformly Democratic? The same

eonditions exist in both, as fo national

policies, and the same resuits follow,

yet Bryan's peeuliar notions on finan-

eial questions foilnd a favorable res

" ponse in the minds of a vast majority
“of Linn county’s people while the re-
verse result obtained in Marion county.

The same evidence will conviet a man

of murder in the first degree in the

mind of one juror that will aequit him

in the mind of another. One precinet

of honest men of equal intelligence will

pronounce overwheélmingly in favor of
absolute prohibition while an adjom-

& .ing one of the same kind of men will

take ‘the position that such questions
should be left to the influences of mor-

_ al suasion.

4 " The fact is that no henest man shounld
be blamed for his opinion since he is
not responsible for it. No Methodist
believes he is wrong in his belief, for if
he did, he would change it and cease to
be a Methodist, A man is a Methodist
because he believes that way and ean-
not help it. The same may be said of
men of all beliefs in religion, polities,
or other questions that divide us into
parties, churches or kindreu orgsaiza-
tions,

The myntery of the election which
discovered Washington county to be
largely against local option while Clack-

- amas is largely in its favor, is of a

piece which surprises us every day as

we take note of the different opinions
entertained by those who have equal
opportunities for studying every detail
of the questions concerned. From the

- famous ‘‘eight to seven'’ decision that

made and unmade a President .of the

L4 " United Btates, to the smallest precinet

_eontests on more unimportant problems,

‘be dome with Sueperintendent Potter

which also builds up the system that has
puffered from them.
It is the Dest medicine for all humors

have a government by chance, in large
measure, after all. .
—e————

AT CHEMAWA.

———

8o far as the public has been inform-
ed it has not been determined what will

as to his eonnection with the Imndian
School at Chemawa. The furore start-
ed a few weeks ago by a dispateh from
Washington that affairs at the Indian
Sebool were in a very bad shape and
that Mr. Potter would probably be re-
moved, proved to be based largely on
‘‘hot air,”’ am investigation proving
that the little irregularities which
had failed to eonform to the require-
ments of red tape exactions, were too
frivolous to specifieally mention.

It was telegraphed here from Wash-
ington that the Salem bankers had
complained that Superintendent Potter
was lax in his business transactions
with them. This report our bankers
promptly denied. In 4 ecase of this
kind what ean be said of the originator
of such reports? Anything that ean
be said of a publie officiabin the way
of tarnishing his record appears in ¢the
eyes of somie people to be the first
duty resting upon them. It establishes
them as guardians of the publie weal
In the case of Mr. Potter it may be
said that he has easily made the most
efficient Superintendent the Chemawa
Sehool has ever had and that he has the
eonfidence of every businéss man in
Salem and elsewhere where his official
relations have taken him.

He has so successdfully managed and
built up this insticution that it would
be a positive wrong to remove him to
any other field, not only an injustice
to Wim as an officer, but to the best in-
terests of the wards of the govern-
ment who have for years been under
his eareful management.

This little blow at Chemawa is
doubtless an offshoot of Seeretary
Hiteheoek’'s herculean effort to “‘clean
up the state.’’ If Polter ean be re-
moved, Hermann's majority next time
should be 15,000,

AN EASY WINNER.

At the inter-state oratorical contest
at the State University on Saturdav
evening James Mott of Salem, won the
prize in sueh an uneertain manner that
even his econtestants ecould easily see
that they were outelassed as to the
manner and general effectiveness of de-
livery.

Although but a freshman he easily
excelled his opponents who have just
finished their graduating ecourses at the
Universities of Washington and Tdaho.
His subject was decidedly out of the
usual, he having taken the character
of Benedict Arnold and earefully delin-
eated his career in a manner that plae-
ed a different phase to his motives and
provoeation whieh finally led to his be-
trayal of the American eause,

Young Mott has the grace of a natur-
al orator, blended with a tendency to-
ward histronic talent that, if properly
eultivated, will make or him a speaker
of note. Salem has reascn to feel proud
of hisa achievements, and as he seems
disposed to take his success in a eom-
mon sense manner, we may expeet to
hear more of him. The State Univer-
sity has been having ill luck in these
contests, this being the first vietory
since 1806,

DEFINING MODERN DEMOCRACY.

The first installment of Oregon dele-
gates to the Democratic national ecom-
vention to appear from under the wreek
of the 6th of June is in evidemee in
Portland and a few or them are actu-
ally engaged in defining what, in their
[ judgment, Demoeracy . for this year is
going to be. Governor Chamberlain s
quite convineed that eertain ‘‘great
national primeciples,’’ (the guotations
are ours) for which the Democracy con-
tended for years with a persistency
that seemed certain proof of sinecerity,

are dead and should be burjed.

Of course, these ‘‘great and funda-
mental issues,’” upon tne. success of
which four asd eight years ago the
‘i perpetuity of free institutions'’ de-
pended, ‘are now dead as the result of
Repaublican successes before the people.
They are dead and ready for burial by
their erstwhile friends merely becsuse
their sponsors were wrong all the time.

to bury just mow, is a problem sbout
which the brethren themselves are not
agreed. Indeed, some of faithful are
not favorable to the proposal to inter
any of them. There is Brother Bryan,
the greatest man in the Demoeratic
party today, who is radically opposed
to the abandonment of amy principle
for which he has ever contended. * Onee
a Democrat, always s Demoersat,’” is a

good party ery, all right, but just what|

constitutes a Democrat-“is a questios
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of Bryan on the guestion of Imperial-
jsm, as against the belief of the Gov-
ernor that such questions should bs de

eoinage of silver and greenbackism.’’
This, of eourse, is a ““slap at Bryaun,’’
but this reference to greenbackism,
which most people had really forgotten
altogether, only serves to remind us of
the faet that any of the old and set-
tled questions which rested so near the
Demoeratic heart in times past are
likely to be resurreeted again.

In this dilemma, if the suggestion of
an outsider is deemed to be worth any-
thing, the Statesman would like to
hint that Delegate Butcher, of Baker
City, has a very lucid idea eoncerning
the Demoeratic situation, whieh, if ae-
cepted, will dispel the shadows that
promise a deal of trouble in the eamm
of the brethren when they meet in gen-
eral conclave in 8St. Louis. Butcher
says the mational eonvention shounld
make a strong and unequivocal declar-
ation “‘‘im favor of the time-homored
principles of the Demoeratic party.”’

This, it seems to us, would allay all
dissension, make a smooth pathway for
the assembled delegates and would at
last bring Cleveland, Bryan, Hill and
Parker together on a platform that
neither eould feel was a compromise of
great questions for which he has eon-
tended mobly in the past in the interest
of the Massos.

Clearly, ‘‘Buteh’’ has the situation
well in hand and his pereeption of the
real diffieulty and the only way out eof
it should lead to his seleetion as chair-
man of*the Oregon delegation and the
Chief Counsellor im the national econ-
vention.

THE CIVIL SERVICE HUMBUG.

The little tempest now raging in
Portland between A. A. Courteney, one
of the loecal board of civil serviee com-
missioners, and B. L. 8Btowell, the re-
cently removed secretary of the board,
serves to call attention again to the
absurdity which lies at the bottom of
the entire eivil service idea. -

That the element of favoritism en-
ters largely into the system, cannot be
denied. It will always be 8o, even
with the best intentions o fany commis-
sion, But this is not the chief objee-
tion to the rele that requires applicants
for position in the public service to
satisfactorily answer a Jlot of cateh
ques{ions which frequently have nc
bearing whatever, on their fitness,
which, alone, should be the test of effi-
ciency.

Under the eivil service rules there is
no adequate method of discovering the
honesty of an applicant. - In faet, this
attribute, while not altogether negleet-
ed, is one of minor i'mportsnce, and the
pert fellow who is *“up’’ in his answers
to the different conundrums propound-
ed to him, is the successful applicant.
If a young man ecan glibly answer a
dozen or so guestions that prove noth-
ings as to his actual qualifications for
the work applied for, bhe ean depend
dpon getting the position, though it
may be his intention to steal every-
thing in sight that he can get away
with and conceal.

The troable these times is not that
s0 many in the publie employ are in-
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competent but that they are dishonest.
The civil servite examination pretenda
to establish the competency of the ap-
plicant while the more important eon-
mined by any examination that ean be
mdde by a commission appointed to
pass upon a lot of questions prepared
largely to test the degree to which the
guessing ability has beem developed.

The old system embodied in the dee-
laration that *“to the vietors belong the
spoils,”” is not a bad ome to follow,
after all, and though it be Demoeratie
as to its origin, it is an idea that should
not be too deeply ‘‘buried’” as a dead
one. Heads of departments should
have a larger latitude in the matier of
their suberdinate appointees. No doubt
better service would be the result and
it would Be muel fairer to those who,
though in authority, have little to say
as to whom tliey may trust with the
details of the business with which is
confided to their hands.

A man may be able to aceurately
measure the altitude of a distant moun-
tain by gedmetfTeal ealeulation, or to
tell you imstantly the very day of the
week, and the hour, upon which Cicero
first saw the light of day, and yet be
the slickest pilferer that ever wielded
a pen. The public serviee js mot at
this time suffering for a lack of effi-
ciency among its employees, but a sir-
feit of grafters. It is a eondition that
has grown np under the eivil service
system, and though mnot altogether, yet
it is largely responsible for it.

————

i
FINALLY SETTLED.

There is no kind of contest which
comes before the people that equals in
persistent refusal to be side-tracked or
in its bitterness, the one involving the
changing of the loeation of a county
seat. Of all efforts of this eharacter,
that which has been before the people
of Union eounty for over thirty years
has been the most noted and tenacious.

At length, however, it has been set-
tled, perhaps for all time, by the very
decisive vofe of 2546 for La Grande to
1003 for Union:. There will be no legal
contest over the rosult, as Union is
showing a commendable spirit and is
disposed to gracefully bow to the in-
evitable. And wby not? It is beauti-
fully situated in ome of the best see-
tions of the Grand Ronde valley, sur-
rounded by fertile lands and with a
splendid water power. The mere com-
mercial advantage of having the coun-
ty seat, while of some importance, to
be sure, is not indispensable to a town
that has the many elements.leading to
a successful growth that characterize
the location of Union, and its conrage-;
ous attitude sinee the election has been
known is itsel iadieative of that per-
rmanent growth which will no doubt
fmark its future eareer.

If the people of Union will live up to
the spirit shown by the Republican,
published there, it will scarecely have
reason to miss whatever of advantage
the county  seat has been to its busi-
ness. The Republican says:

““Don’'t get frightemed over this
county seat matter. Union ean get
along without it, if necessary, and

thrive and prosper. Our soil will be
just as good, our timber areas as great,
oar water as pure, our fruit yield just/
as heavy, our skies just as blue as if wq
had the county seat (and we have it
yet), so keep eool and look pleasant.
There will be emough of us left here to
do business yet.’’
: —
Whatever may be said of Mr. Bry-
an’s continued popularity, or the re-
verse, it eannot be denied that he re-
tains his hold on the Nebraska Demoe-
ragy. At no time in the past has he
been more supremely ia eontrol of the
party organization tham now. At the
Ilate state comventiom, though consist-
ing of a thousand delegntes, not a seore
could be found who were willing to pro-
ceed until the judgment of the prephet
himself could be obtained. He will go.
to 8t. Louis with his stete solidly at his
back, with the Kansas City platform
re-endorsed and with such prestige that
those who are clamoring for fitting ob-
sequies over a job lot of dead issuves
will find the Defender of the Brow of

the claim, no matter by whom present-
ed, that death has overtaken amy sin-
gle *‘principle’’ for which the fathers

IR

block, on the esast side of the street.
The fountain with all ite appurtenances
is now on the road and is expeeted to
afrive within a week. The Statesman
desires to sugyest that the city should
take steps at once to grade this street
and build a permanent cement walk
from State street to Court, including
the erossings of both streets, before the
location of the fountain is begum. It
will be a beautiful work of art, an or-
nament to the city and whatever steps
may be necessary to provide for it
should be cheerfully taken and at once,
When fhe grounds are made ready the
erection of the fountain will be a mat-
ter of but X few days and we should
have the benefit of its presence during
the summer months of this year.

Some wags with a sense of humor
abnormally developed draped the office
of the Tillamook Headlight in mourn-
ing the mnight after the eleetion, eom-
menting upon which, the Headlight
makes the declfarafion that the result
of the electidn is ‘“a direct blow to the
county and those who have interested
themselves in its development.”’ Bat
‘these spells do not, as a rule, last long.
It will not be a month unfil the Head-
light will be telling the outside world
that Tillamook is the best couniry on
earth for mew comers to settle in and
that its dairying industry eannot be
excelled, ete., ete. And mnobedy will
dispute it. )

—

———

““A Tillamook man has eured several
eows of milk fever by the following
process: Milk the cow dry and ‘then
pump the udder fuf of air, leaving it
there for eight houfs. He used a bicy-
ele pump and a glyss tube to inject the
mir. He says in  fhirty minufes the
cow was relieved and ready to eall”’—
Tillamook paper. This is interesting,
if true,”’ bt the publie would like to
know what became of the man who eon-
ceived the idea—whether he Jdied of
appendieitis or spinal meningitis. This
is evidently but half the story.

e

A Portland woman who is the mother
of fifteen children has sned the father
of them for divorce. Probably upon the
ground of inhuman treatment, but she
was a long time finding it out.

SKIN HUMORS ~
BLOOD HUMORS
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RADGLIFF

Room 11, over Red Front
Drug Store.

Corner of Commerc’al and State
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Cascara or Chittim Bark and
Oregon Grape Root

Bought by
A. B, Lothrop, Albany, Oregon
Represanting Guggenhime & Co,, San Francisco

‘L. BRANCHERS' ¥
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and more people are ‘talking piano’

f‘ﬂﬂhdc;ﬂmneverdidblﬁu '
|Salem people are not only TALK-

ING about our piano bhargains,
buat the wise ones are taking ad-
vantage of our unprecedented of-

Some

People

are coming around.

AFTER the pianos are sold..

These are the people who are al-
ways going to do things “next
year” and it is these same “next
year” people who are always won-
dering why their next door neigh-
bors are doi;rg so much hel.tu
than they. '

Wake

you ‘next year” people; you will
never own a piano until you get
one, and now is your chance;
Your Life-time Chance.

—_——

These
Pianos
Must
g
Sold

You help us in this emergency
and we will help you many dol-
lars worth and give youn the easi-
est way to do your part.

— s 4y 2

About

This
Piano
Wanters?
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