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CAPTAIN HOBSON.

When several silly women offered to
Kiss the hero, Righmond Pearson Hob-
son, the yéung man, who was chival-
rous and young and a Southerner, very
promptly put up his lips to be kissed:
and soon the newspapers began to joke
about it. Tsen began the undoing of
Hobson, the hero. P

The people very soon forgot the hero
of the Merrimae, in the “hero of the
merry smack.” From this simple lit-
tle piece of foolishness sprang all of
Aaptain Hobson's trouble. Very unjust-
1y, the people ¢ondemned the little epi-
gode, and refused to forget it, even af-
ter the young haval officer realized his
mistake and peformed, Because ‘the
young man is a Southerner, perhaps,
the Northern press has ridiculed him
so that public opinion has changed
entirely toward him; and the people of
the SBouth—many of them—have allew»
ed themselves to thoughtlessly follow
the general trend in joking about Cap-
tain Hobson too much. =3

The Savannah Press hag a few words
to say In defense of the young hero,
which every lover of justice and ad-
mirer of a heroic act should second.
The article refered to clearly explains
how Captain Hobson had repeatedly
declared that his eyes were bad and
how thé naval examining beard sald
that his orbs were as goad as a search-
light. There was nothing left for him
but to resign and take his place in pri-
vate life. Hobson deserved a better
reward.
his intention to retire from the service,
but If he was determined to do so ,he]
had earned a place upon the retired list
and deserved a pension. It seems, af-
ter all, republics are ungrateful. The
careers of the men who achieved dis-
tinction In the North American squad-
ron duaring the late war have been
clouded. Sampson died with a broken
heart. Schley’s record was . mufidied
with & court of inguiryy and Hebson is
denied the privilege of retiring on ac-
count of disability.

Of all the men who served on Amer-
fean ships Hobson is rated as the brav-
e84t and best. As one of his eunlogists
declares, “he did perform a brilliant ex-
Dbll." and his name stands for noble
darln‘ and personal bravery. Such an
example should be honored by the de-
martment and by public men.—Macon,
COn., News.

“The Alabama newspapers have re-
cently pald a good deal of attentlon to
o controversy between Captain Hobs
#6m and the private secretary of John

H. Bankhead, Congressman from the

~ Sixth Alabama district. The friends of

Captalty Hobson, as well as Mr. Hob-
son himself, have accused Mr. Bank-
head of using his Influence as a mem-
ber of the committee having the matter

in charge to prevent the, retirement of L

the herp of the Merrimee, on account
of political jealousy, as it Is generally
understood there that Captain Hobson
is a candidate for Bankhead's place,
and with véry good chances of wresting
it from him. Captain Hobson is a
Democrst, and he is very popular with
the members of that party in Alabama,
and with the people of that state.

Congressman Bankhead's private sec-
retary has denied the charges, but the
record seems {0 b against him.

Bankhead is serving his seventh term
in Congress, and he was Warden of
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popularity with them, that he is not

but that he is a genuine

be excused for being a Democrat, be-
hndunhednsmmoum
family, and having his home In the

state of Alabama,
e

preminm rates s justified by Jow
earnings or actual losses in operazion
a most significant answer was made by
the writer of a communication that ap~
peared in a recent issue of the New
York Commercial. Quoting from the
Spectator Chart, he showed that one
company—whose president had pub-
licly declared that there ig little or no
money in the business and no encour-
agement in it for the Investment of
independent capital—has actually paid
out in dividends $2,116,557 during the
past ten years; and these years include
the
ly referred to by numerous fire insur-
ance officials and agents. These divi-
dends represent an average of Z1 jper
cent on the company’'s capital and over
25 per cent for the past five years. In
addition, the earnings of the company
have meanwhile permitted an increase
in its surplus of from $1,500,000 L0 $§5,-

with those of the other compamies in
the “combine” that premium _ rates
must be doubled and more Iin order
that the companies may live and
main solvent,

1e-

A correspondent in another column
makes a plea for Willson avenue. That
is right. Don’t neglect the avenue.
Why do not the good ladies in that
part of town organize a Wililson Ave-
nue Improvement League? Witness
the growing success of the women of
the . Marion Square Improvement
+ The men don’t seem (o, be
:ood M snything: excepting in_ the
way o; giving subscriptions when the
good ladies ask them. Organizeé some

The whole Nation regretied | more, and go at them  ¥pu will never

know what you can do until you organ-

"l.u-amltry.

A friend of Willamette University
who became the happy father of a girl
baby donated $500 to the school in hon-
or of the event. If it had been a boy,
probably he would have ﬁ\‘en $1000.
This is & very good example for friends
of the (.Lru rsity. who live, o r its
shadows. © It “foliowed B, | idea
ought to yield an imménse endowmem
fund.

It is said Bryan wants to be chalrman
of the National Democratic Committee.
This prompts an exchange to remark:
“Bryan would be a more interesting
Democatic National Chairman than
Jones, of Arkansas, and could not pos-
sibly make a worse score in election
prophecies.” .

It is reported that H. W. Scott, of
the-Oregonidn, is to be the president of
the 190§ Fair, to succeed Hon. H., W.
Corbett, deceased. A better selection
could not be made. Mr. Scott ia a big
m-n,andubl‘mnisneeﬂed for such
a great undertaking.

up, Portland is having its annua) lu'ute
of carpenters, and the painters and oth-
nmd!wlenmllhdf'wnt mixed up
ingthe trouble, These warring brethren
should come up here to Salem and learn
the ways of peace and pleasantness.
|

The world's stock of wars iz the
smallest ever known, not only in num-
bers, but in importance. There is no
great war in progress anywhere, and
the total number of little wars Is elev-

en. The meost of ua;e are revolutions.
—_———

marrfed) says: “The sverage woman
is pricing hats and dress gpods at such

To the plea of the fire insurance &
companies that the recent advance in|

“period of disaster” po lugubrious- §

700,000. Still, its officials insist, along §

i hopes than ever befure, and with more to be grateful for from an ind}tl;’?nt
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An alarmed paragrapher (probably|
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ery and facilities for publishing and printing. From 1893 until about three
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; has continued to the present time, and which is still geing on. In that time
the -qu.lpnnmt hns been more than doubled i value, and the mm
quadrapled. 3 NG o
3 mmtﬂy cash business of the tesman Publishing Company now

ka'merg‘. ;ahout $4,000 per month, and it i« growing steadily. There are

| published from the Statesman affice the I'dllom

i~ Paily Oregon Statesman.

Weekly Oregon Statesman, issued in two sections, Tuesdays and Fridays.

a Pacific Homestead.

Northwest Poultry Journal.

Oregon Teachers Monthly.

The Homestead has a circulation of 10,000, the Northwest Poultry Jour-
nal 5,000, and the Twice-a-week Statesman over 4,000,

Up to a year ago last September the business of the Statesman Publish-
ing Company had been conducted for some time at a loss, and for a number
of months at a heavy expenditure for new machinery and equipment. Since
that time the business in every department has been on a profitable basis.
Naturally during the time of building up and spreading out, a great deal of
assistance in a fimancial wa!‘ was needed from outside sources. There are a
number of men here in Salem to whom themnament of'themtmn is
under deep and lasting obligations on this account, and some in Portland and
elsewhere in Qregom. Some day we propose to publish the names of some or
all of these. No one has lost anything by the ammnmuom extended, but
the gratitude is none the less deeply feit. Without the lulp of some -public
spirited men this institution—for it has come BOW ‘to assume the proportions
of an institution—could not have been built up, The Statesman is now paying
' out in . wages zlone In Salem'over $20,000 a yesr, and mere than halr its in-
| come lu derived from sources outside of this conannmt‘y

'I"IIC ow‘nemhlp of the Statesman is In the Stntesman Publishing Com-
pany, uui all of the stock exceplins 125 shares is held by persons actively
temployed oi! the paper and engaged in its management and editorial direc-
| tion., There are in all fifteen ‘hundred shares of stock.

But this is a public institution, and the real credit for the possibility of
its upbuilding is due to the loyal patronage of the people here and thmulﬁ-
out its field,.and to the faithful labors of those employed in its various de-
partments.

If the growth shall continue, it will not be long until the business of the
Statesman will double and treble. and it will thus become more and more
a benefit to the commaunity. There are few cities the size of Salem having a
printing establishment as complete as that of the Statesman, or as busy.

We enter upon the fifty-third yvear with bwighter prospects and higher

-

public.

THE BACILLUS OF CRIME.

Over' in England they are carrying on'a crusade against professional
criminals. The eminent soclologist, &ir Robert Anderson, is at the head
' of the campalign and his latest tontribution to the literature of the move-
11 ment s interesting and decided original. 'In this artlcle 8ir Robert con-
tends’ tha¥ ‘the crime problem 1s simplér than the disease problem 'amf
that cfindffial i¥ndencles in mah should be reated by the authorities’
much’ as‘dre Bacilll and Bacteria by the santitary retpnm.-r: :

Bir Robert contends further that the- yrknary ‘duty of the staté is not
to réfortn eriminals, but to protect soclety: nst thelir ¢ ¢rimes. This duty,
he saye, 8% fagrantly violated,when pmteulonal eriminals are set at“#ibd
erty. He'goes'on to cite numerous instanees i which thé police Have
turned’loose men of this plass when it was'knoWh that they would at once
return to thelr ¢riminal practices. In one cose thrée notoricus burglars,
released fmom in 1901, were detected in a bOM robbery in 1902.
When arrested they expressed their satisfaction and gratification that
they had been captured under circumstances- that would insure a short
term in prison. Under the law they could receive drily nine months” im-
prisonment and when they were again tre-a they were as determlned as
ever to return te their old calling.

In such cases as this, Sir Robert An&rnou would hn\e the courts con-
daet an inguiry before the release of the prisoners. If it should appear
that they are professional ¢riminals and are likely to return to thdir former
practices, the court, instead of releasing them, should commit them to in-
stitutions, where they can be prevented from further depredations. In de-
fining who shall be classed as professional criminals, Sir Robert asserts
that a felon, who is proved to be the associate of criminals and who has
no visible means of subsistence, shall be declared a professional criminal
- - ansl be tpeated as such unless he can satisfy the court to the contrary.
His argument is that this plan would reclaim such criminals as are
. reclaimable by adding to the penalties of impenitence. The expert crim-
inal would not be released to become aguin a leader in depredations
against society, but would be held under restraint until he would give his
parole to be decent. - This parole system has been adopted In some parts
of this country in the belief that it would lead criminals to forsake their
ol, habits and engage in legitimate business pursuits.

‘We have still, however, an increasing pumber of professional criminals

¥l there may be much in the suggested plan of indefinite detention that
isiworthy of consideration. When 2 man has smallpox he is shut up for
the protection of the community. Why should not a n infected with

the crime bacillas also be restrained uhtil it is certain that his liberty
will not endanger’ society ?.—Ammndn Standard:

r Robert is right in part nnd wrong in part.. The primary duty ol.’ the
h both to reform criminals lnd to protect soclety. Blackstone declared

,tbe luu has no right to deprive a man of his liberty except for twe
m to’ protect sadety and to reform (or cure) the one restralned. Sir
aot-rtmn is behind the times. If he will come over to America and
study the developing and partly perfected gystems in New York, Ohio, Min-
nesota, and a number of other states, and if he will read the reports of the
proceedings, of prison congresses and meetings of the highest medical author-
ities, he will find that they are committed to the policy of reformation If pos-
sible and permanent detention if found necessary, or, on the part of some,
sterilization where the ends of society would be best gerved in that way.

‘ The new, the coming American system of penclogy, aims at the ref§rma-
tion of the criminal and the final stamping out of crime, by rational and com-
mon-sense methods. It alms at reformatory and preventive treatment, in-
stead of retributive punishment. It takes the man as he is and treats him as
a rational being, giving him opportunities and facilities for improvement and
reformation, and if he is unwilling or incapable of becoming a law-abiding and
self-supporting citizen, he is detained for life, as an insane person would be,
and for better reasons in many cases, for the criminal is often possessed of
all his reasoning faculties and is therefore édpable of vastly more harm to }
f society than is the one who never had ranh.-nluwhuo.arhmm
‘veason has lost it and is insane.

Tt will be a slow process, for the law a.lrm are muv- and
hﬂ ‘it will uitimately work
itself ‘out, in the mdeterminate sentence, ﬂéMm and the
-nﬂ m which are complements of oné m
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joy -h-tlpn. As Rev. Mr. Jones sent
the church arose, snatched the plumes from their hats
stove. The service then proceeded, the women havi
heaven-barring ornaments.

It is not stated in the dispatches that any of t.he Boston women who list-
cngdtn?mt.ﬂ!nrpmﬂm -Mmhhdlh‘h‘!l‘oﬁe. The church
'was probably steam-heated, anyway. It's only in provincial communities like
Wabash that they use stoves. Then, too, the Boston women may have been
so profoyndly impressed by the professor's opening statement that they did-
n't comprehend what followed. l

There is an interesting contrast between the views of tﬁq-e two pulpit
orators. Prof. Sharp is not opposed to pretty bonnets set = ‘above pretty
faces. Plainly, it is not his motive to discourage what Mr. Jonu calls frivol-
ities. Like most men, the professor enjoys a little frivolity now and then,
especially when it takes the form of an attractive Easter hat becomingly
worn by an attractive Easter woman. His only qualification is just and rea-
mmbl&—thenmultbem-lnn‘htudhh feathered friends to provide the
Easter ornaments. Therefore, all men will say that the Sharp idea has
many features to commend it above tha Jones conception of immeortal happi-
ness, which makes the Easter bonnet a bar to everlasting bliss. Still, thers

S & v

» {was, it I8 reported by a writer in

cation.

ite purpose in view and that his school

more practical benefit in the study of

uities have even declared in favor of a

it is certain that these changes tend to

« rob the beloved sheepskin of much of ity significance,
all young men who enter college -have decided upon their

many are unable to do so. For such as
Eity.

Another oratorical contest has de-
veloped in the wlnmgl" of the prize an~
other rank plagiarist. The discredited
orator, E. A, Smith, 'of MecMinnville,
the
Portland Eveniog Telegram,  among
ihou who pressed the charges against
.)ounz Minchin of Newberg, but Smith's
Jpplagiarism appears to be far more fla-
grant and audacious than Minchin's;
afnd Smith, it is stajed, is & man of
middje age and a speaker of experience,
while Minchin was but & youth. Smith
has a defense, howevyer; it was one of
those frequent cases of unconscious pla-
‘glarism. You have read something
years ago, and when you sit down to
write an oration you use the language
you once read without knowing that
you ever read it but innocently sup-
posing it is your own. This is a re-
markable trick of the memory cells of
the brain. You remember, observe, not
merely the ideas, the thoughts, or a few
phrases, but whole sentences, and =a
series of sentences, word for word, and
yet are unconscious that you ever read
the language—only realize it when con-
fronted with the “deadly parallel.” This
remarkable aculeness of memory in one
direction, and paralysis in another,
with regard to the same subject mat-
ter, should furnish an interesting sub-
ject for study for pathologists. But in
Lorder to take precaution against any
unpleasantness hereafter in such cases
it would bé well for the judges in each
oratorical contest to withhold their de-
cision until they have examined care-
fully all compilations of literature, and

possible that the best orations are not
reproductions, through thig double-
acting trick of memory, of the words of
some orator whose voice is still but
whose language still speaks

Electricity generated thirty miles
away has been harnessed to pumpa of
Comstock lode, and it is expected that
the water will be taken out and kept
out down to the lowest levels. With
this comes the expression of hope that
e:unmemhodiuwﬂlbew
in the depths. Long distance transmis-
[ sfon of electricit has been carried 10
 its greatest perfection in California and
Nevads. The prospects are that the
wmmmmm.m
mdmmfdm
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looked for at mo distant day.
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w materials formed
mmm«mmmm
United States in the month of Febru-
ary. This is the first time in the his-
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than half of the total imports. In 1882
per cent of the total imports: in 1892,
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The tone of the current discussion of this important
very largely in favor of the so-called practical education.

years. The elective courses in most of our universities have
made much broader in their scope. A man who enters college with a clear
idea of what he wants to accomplish, can now obtain the bachelor degree in
three years by hard work. But, despite all of this argument, there are those,
and they are not few, who deplere the tendency to shorten the course,

assured themselves as thoroughly as|

1342 per cent; hnmwm.n
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is moderation in all things and Easter millinery comes high.

THE NEW nmig.uﬂou.

-

Out of the current discussion of the length of the coliege course of study
it is more than likely that there will come some radical changes in the curri-
culum of most American institutions of Jearning. Already there have heen
many decided departures from the traditions of our American schools,
tendency of all these changes being toward what is termed the practical eduy-
Among the advocates of the new system are numbered many of the
most prominent college and university presidents of the country.

President Jordan, of Stanford University, in a recerit address, spoke em-
phatically and directly against the form of education that forces men 1o
(study that which they do not intend to use. He inciuded in his denunciation
the student who 'attends college solely for the purpose of shining in soclety or
in athletics, contending that a young man should enter college with a defin-

the

work should be ammd #80 a8 to besi

zid him In carrying out this plan. This seéms to De the idea of all those who
sre working for the proposed changes in the college course.

K is not to be denied that the classical course of study with its four years
of Greek and Latin is a splendid mental training,
new system say that the same cultivation and trzining can be secured by the
substitution of practical work for the dead languages. They urge mare Ger-
man and French and less Greek and Latin.

but these advocates of the

Their contention is that there Is
the modern languages.

topic seems to be
Many college fac-
reduction of the college course to three
Intely been

and
bacenlaurents degree and
hiore. than that, not
life work and

is A neces-

cheapen the

these a prescribed course

year which ends thive months hence to
reach for the first time the billion-dollar
llne.  Yet the growth In manufactir-
ers’ materials has been even 'more ra-
pid than UIF geneml qrdw(h of Imperts,
us ba dndicated by _the above figures,

‘manufacturers’ materials form of this/
{pergased total has growh from 3.9 per

cent in 1882 to 51.3 per cent in February,

190f. These facts are disclosed by the

advarice gsheets from the monthly Sum-

mary of Commerce and Finance, just’
issued by the Treasury Bureau of Sta-

fisties.

——

One of the Interesting results of the
work of the anthracite strike commis-
sion is the fact that one of Its members,
an aceount of hls excellent service, is
slated #8 assistanl 10 Segretary Cortely
you, of the new Department ot Crme
merce and Labor, This Is another re-
cognition of organized labor that I3
deeply significant. Mr. Clark s prosl-
dent of the Order of Rallway Conduct-
ors and In that capacity has for yeurs
been prominent in labor circles, He
has long been refognized as represent-
ative of the conservativg element of
unionism, careful, just and considerate
of the rights of others. 3r. Clark's
services as a member of the strike com-
mission gave him new prominence and
revealed anew his sound judgment. His
course 'was shaped so wisely that Judge
|Gray took occaslon to especially com-
mend him to the President and Vo urge
his appointment as Assistant Becrotary
to the mew cabinet member. It Is said
that several prominent Senators Who
had recommended other men for the po-
sition have, after consultation with
President Roosevelt, agreed that Mr.
Clark |s the proper man for the place,
This will be the second appointment in
the new department to fall to organised
labor. Frank P, Sargent, so long pres-
jdent of the Brotherhood of Locomotive
Firemen, having been named as Com-

missioner of Immigration.
—

‘The people of Salem and the sur-
rounding country will go to hear and
see Hobson, the dude, and they will go
away having heard and seen Hobson,
the hero. - They will be pleased with
him. He s one of the most maligned
men of the coumtry, llowllllulll'l
on Saturday. the 18th.
!’um-.“ ' to wear something
new Easter Sunday-—next Sunday. If

plenty of :
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creased, and seem likely In the Ascal

which show that the percentage which

| you cannot afford anything else, Wear
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