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INBOER LAND

More Men Needed by the British
Commanders in Africa !

AWFUL LOSSES AT MODDER RIVER

. The Trunsvual Forces Eeported to Have
suffered us Much as the English
—The ﬁﬂd}ﬂt Larss.

LA

[
LONDON, Dec. 15.(Friday, 4:45 a.
m.).—The war office s still without
pews from Ladysmith! other than that

already reported. The general belief
fa that the large Boer forces Lord
Methuen encountered at Magersfonteln
wers party drawn from Natal and
that tiensral Buller will strike a blow
befors these have time to return. The

newsprapers are <alling upon the gov-
ernmerit o vmploy Cunarders as well
a3 White Star steamers as transports,

urgent necessity for getting

Becing ihe
mors  men [ the Cape as spo.,-!_-h.l“}"_a.ﬁ
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Forty thousand mem could still be
sent from England without calling up-
o the mmilitin for foreign service. The
effectivee mitlitla is 100,000, and from
20000, carefully selected,
concentrated easily and be
tof South Africa. Moreover,
again proffering thelr
greatest need, there-
tnsports

rivenn, Who fArrived at
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ker, at Cape
under date
th, Teporting & sKir-
kK n the morniag, with
UL LI ¥ yOWe advancing south
poori.  Ski.mishing
I snnurning, the Boe:rs fight-
Bt he fromt of fourteen miles,

otires] with the loss of
ind wonnded. (wir casu-
ane killed, seven wounded,

- officer, and two missing.”
ENORMOU'S LOSSES.

River, Dec, 13.—(Wednesday)
smhbulances startesd early yes-
morning, under a flag of truce,
to collivt the wounded and bury the
dend wha feo] at Magersfontein. Brig-
@l Wauchope, who led the
brigude, wa=s found dead
renches, shot in the chest
The skile of the hill and the
diate neighborhood of the Boer
hos =hawed dead bodies all about.
One woun-fed thu'r Informad the cor-
ryaponslent of T the Associated Press
that thelr loss was terrible. The whole
Beandinfhvian contidgent was destroy-
The Roer lisses muost exceed 700,
All comnfess that It was their greatest
Josa during the WHar, The British
troops have réturned to Modder river,
owing to Mok of water near the posi-
tiom held yvesterday.
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ARTILLERY DUEL
Frere Camp, Do, 13 —(Wednesday).
—Firing can bhe heard. this morning,
in the direction of Oolenss, and an ar-
gillery duel In exgppcted,

AN

DESTROYED A BRIDGE.
London, Dec. 14 —A special dispatch
from Weenen, Natal, dated Monday,
December 11th, says that Ladysmith
garrison hnas made n sortle amdd de-
®ifoyed Moderspruit bridge.

THE QUEEN GRIEVES.

New York, Dec. 14.—A dispatth to
the Herald from London says: It is
#tated that the queen’s mental anxiety
. ®lves the gravest alarm to the royal
household. The queen Insists on re-
celving the minutest information from
the war office as to the state of affairs,
y#t she k& completely overcome when
the particulars of each engdgement
mre related, Even when discussing
other matters and condacting ordinary
correspondence. the queen suddenly
bursts into a flood of tears and makes
pathetic reference to the misery and
hardships entailed upon ' her soldiers
as well a= upon the Boers themselves.

No matter where-one went last night
there was but one tonle of discussion—
Methuen's defeat and his probable loss-
o8 Later in the evening. when M be-
came known that General Wauchope
and the Marquis of Winochester were
among the killed, the tension was in-
creased. It ls nol an exaggeration to
Eay that almost every mansion in the
fashionable west end containsa anxious
and sleepless men and svomen today.

i TANIC l§ LONDON.

New York, Dec. 14.—A dispatch to
the World from London, says: '

The decided check to Genersl Me-
thuen and the heavy British loss have
added to the panic among the miltary
authorities and the jingo war experts
Lin Tondon.

The war office now is pushed to the
extremity of its resources. Lord Rob-
wrte  commander-imchief in Treland,
was hastily sumbnnned last night from
" Durhin to London. At ils extra ses-
sion, parliament ‘was told that $50 000 -
000 would cover the axpense of the wan
1t is now said by the best informed
that $200.000 000 will not pay the bilL

Eighty thousand British troops ure
in South.. Africa now, and 10000 more

t

[ arp 50 be McbiTined, or are de the e

while advance orders for a sixth div-
ision of 10,000 m¢n are being executed
and there are warnings that a seventh
division of{the same number will soon
be colleofed for _shlpment to the Cape.

THE NEXT CONVENTION.

Many Cities Ask for the Honor of En-
tertaining Republicans,

Washington, Dec. 14.—Representa-
tives of the rival «ities which seek the
honor of entertaining the next repub-
Hean natona!l convention are actively
at work. Chicago, Philadelphia, New
York and St .Louis are represented by
blg dslegations.

The FPhiladelphians r’epdrt hat the
most serfous obstacle they have met
is= the charge that Pennsyivania (s in
favor of My. Payne's resolution basing
the repre tation in the national con-
vention on the republican votes cast,

DAI[-:IS FIXED

Natiesal Republican -Convention
10 Meet in Phitadelphia

- ——

ON THIRD TUESDAY OF NEXT JUNE

A Spirited Contest by the Vartous Cltles In-
terested —FPuayne's Reapportionment
Resplution to e Withdrawn.

which wodld cut down the Southern
representation.
gates, they say, have an Iidea
Pennsyivania 1Is for the proposad
change and they have started out to-
night to counterdet this impression.
The -statement (2 made that the
Sguthern natlonal commjtieemen pro-
pose to act as a unit and cast their
votes on the subjeot of the selection of
the pace of meeting in such, a way as
will win for them meost support in their
fight against reapportlonmem..

MANY SPANIARDS FREED

—

FROM /REBEL PRIS-
PHILIPPINES.

RELEASED
ONS IN THE

They Are Shipped Home by General—
A Mountain Stronghold Captured
by Americans.

WASHINGTON, Dee. 14 —General
Otis cabled todlay that 1800 Spandsh
prizoneras were received in Manila; aver
2000 more were en route, and 13 had
teen shipped to Spain on the 6th inst
These prigsoners are in much better
«ondition than. the Spanish prisoners
captured when Manila capitulated.

THE MOUNTAINS,

IN

Manila, Dec. 14.—A detachment of
‘olonel Hayes' cavalry, under Lieu-
tenant Arna/d, has captured Blecana-

bota, the maountain stronghold where

the last insurrection was ended with
A peace treaty. A large quantity of
ammunition and arms was captured.
Major Batchelor's battallon eof the

progress In the Aparri valley. The
viMlagers are giving the colored troops
banquets and balls everywhere.

IN CONGRESS.

McRBride Is Named for Chairman
on the Canal Commilttee,
WASHINGTON, Dec. 14.—The repub-

licans of the senate today adopted the

changes made by the committee on
committees, The members from Ore-
gon, Washington and Idaho. who are

Mr.

Agriculture—Foster,

Coast and insular survey (new)—Fos-
ter, chalrman; Hawley, McMillan. Per-
kine, Wellington. -

Forest reservations—McBride.

* Fisherles—Foster,

Indian depredations—>McBride,

Interoceanic canals—McBride,

Irrigation—Simaon.

Philippines (new)—Lodge, chﬁlrman
Allison Hale, Davis Proctor McBride,
Beveridge.

Potomae river front—Foster.

Waoman suffrage—Foster.

It i observed the Kyle, of Indiana
and Stewart (silver) are considered in
the majority list of the committees,

NEW BILLS.

Washington, Dec. M.—Among the
house measures introduced today were
these:

By Wilsan, of Arizona. admitting
that territory to statehood and
to give two months' extra
pay to those serving in the war

with Spain without limitations of the
present law.

By Jones of Washington, to extend
the homestear law to the Philippines, so
that soldiers serving in the wars with
Spain or the Philippines shall have the
benefit of homestead settlements in
the new possessions.

THE WASHINGTON CENTENNIBEL.
Washington. Dec. 14.—Today's cere-
monies on the centennial of the death
of George Washington were elaborately
planned and successfully carrled to a
fruition. They were conducted by the
Masonie bodies, and the Red Men of
the United States. The movement for
the day’'s observance originated in 1892,
with the grand lodge of Masons of the
state of Colorado the proposition being
made by Most Worshipfu! William D.
Wright, grand master of Colorado, who
was present to witneas the carryi
into effeat of his long cherished idea.
The charge of the ceremonies neid-
ent 40 today's commemorstion was
placed in the hands of the Masons of
Virginla, it being In the Old Dominion
that ' Washington was obligated as =
Master Mason, and there that he par-
ticipated enthusiastically in the Mason-
ic work and observances Officers of
the grand lodge of Virginia and the
membership of Fredericksburg lodge
in which Washington was!made a Ma-
son, andw Washington-Alexandrin
lodge, over which he presided as wor-
shipful master, had the chief part in
the duty of seeing that today's ohser-
Vances were appropriate. usands

parts of the country.

The Southern dele- |
that '

WASHINGTON, Dec. 15.—The na-
tional republican convention will con-
vens at Philadelphia, on Tuesday, June |
15th next. The place and date were

¢an committee Loday, after a
contest_for the honer of en
the convention
legted, Chicago,
York

The meeting of the committee was
heid at the Arlingtem hotel, and was
presided over by Senator Hanna, chair-
man of the committee. Forty-three of
the forty-five states and each of the
six territories were represented, Sen-
ator Foraker, proxy for Charles L.
Kurtz, national committeeman from
©Ohio, and Senator Woleott, proxy for
J. F. Saunders, of (‘olorado, being the
only absentees, In addition to the
commiftee there were many of the big
wigs of the repubHcan party in at-
tendance, The proceedings through-
out were enthusastic and harmonlious,

riendly
taining
ity se-
and New

iderlded upon by the national republi-
1
|

between the
St. Loais,

Twenty-fourth infantry is making slow |

added. to the committees, are as fol- |
lows=:
Judickary—Simon.

|

of Masons were in attendance from all . hought 25 eents worth of vitriol

every speech that was made emphasiz-
ing the fact that Preshkient McKinley
would be repominated, and that the
convention wiil be Iin effect simply a
ratification meeting. -
The c¢laims of rival cities were pre-
sented by distinguished citizens of
!tu.ch in open sessipn. The balloting
occurred in  the —alternoon, behind
]vlns--d dosors, I"pon the first ballot
FPhiladelphba recelved 13 votes, Chl-
cago 20) New York 7. and St. Louis 9.
;On the second ballot the chntest nar-
y rowed down to Philadelphia and Chi-

cagn, the New Yeork voles golng to
Philadelphia. and the 8t. lLouls wvote
was spit between Philallelphia and
("hicago, An amusing incident oe-

curred in connection with this ballot
: After it was concluded and announced
- as Philadelphia 25, and Chicago 23,
T. N. Jamiron, national committeeman
from Illinols, suddenly discoversd that
in the excitement he had forgotten to
vote. He demanded lhat the wvote
should be recast and this was accord-
!ingly done, but it Jdid not change the
y reault, Chicago gaining only the vote
of the committeeman from Illinols.
Philaslelphia won by the ‘marrow mar-
gin of one wvote. As the bhallot was
secret there I8, no record of the city
for which each’ committeeman voted.

It Wwas the desire of the leaders at
! the meeting todsy, that th: convention
should be held on June 12th, and that
date woukl have been selected had it
not been that it conflicted with the
date of the Rhade [Island electiuns.
June 5th was selected, but that date
was reconsidered and changed to the
19th, in the hope ami belief that, be-
fore that date, congress will have ad-
journed. The committes considered
briefly the request from Delaware, to
e committee, to take some actlon to
prevent two contesting delegations
from appearing from that 'state. The
committee decided that it had no jur-
isdiction. 8everal committees were
appointed. and adjournment taken un-
til tomorrow. when the Payne resolu-
tion for changing the system of repre-
sentation wiil be brought up for con-
sideration.

RESOLUTION WITHDRAWN.
Washington, Dec. 15.—The Payne res-
olution for the roapportlonment of del-

egates to the nauonnl republican con-
vention, on the sis of the republican

vote cast in the states and territories,
will not be pres at this neeting of |
the national committee, Payne had'

fully intended to offer the resolution
tomorrow and to urge Its adoption, '
but after a conference with the presi-
dent tonight., decided ta abamdon the
effort to have it acted on at this meet-’
ing. Much opposition had: developed '
to the proposed change and the con®
clusion was reached that it was ‘neéex-
pediemt to pmlll the matter at this

time.
it |

WMESALE HIJI'IIII

A TACOMA MAN'S AWFUL DEED,
CAUSED BY JEALOUSY. |

Mortally Wounds His Wife and Baby |

Boy, Kills Another Son and
Commits Sulcide.
TACOMA, Wash. Dee. 15.—Adam |

Crist deliberately shot his wife fatal-’
ly, killed hi= f.year old son, seriously
wounded a sscond son, aged 5 years, |
and then ended the tragedy by putting
a bullet through his own brain. Jeal-
ousy is the only motive assigned for l.he
crime. -

Crist is the proprietor of the Chicago
lodging house and returned this morn- |
ing from a six-months business trip to
Epokane. He was at the hotel during
‘the morning, and apparently in the
best of health and spirits.

About 2 o'clock this aftermoon he
went to a pawnbroker and purchased
two revolvers. At a drug store he

must have proceeded directly home.

tho, on the Spokans-Lewistan Northern

for the shooting occurred o-l" a few
moments later. Crist was in the hotel
kitchen on. the second floor when his
wife was called to the head of the
stalrs 2o talk to a peddler. Aftér an
interval of a few moments he sent the
younger ild to ask her to eame to
khe kitobpn Immediately afterivard
four shots were fired, all of which were
found to have taken effect im her body.
He then turned the revolver on the
little boy and wounded him in the leg,
but the child managed to crawl downu
the stairs and escape.

The woman staggered to the side-
walk and Crist went into a hall whers
he caught his S-year-old boy. Thers
are no witnesses %o this part of the
tragedy. but from the position of the
bodies, he must have held the lad close
to him while he put a bullet through
his heart. A 41 calibre bullet through
his own head followed and both bodies
fell to the foor, still clasped im each
others arms.

A FRIGHTFUL WRECK

FOUR MEN KILLED ON A RAIL-
ROAD IN IDAHO,

Heavi\ Freight, - Drawn .by Two En-
gines, Made.a Mad Rum on a
Down Grade to Destruetion.

LEWISTON,
eers A. E.

lda., Dec. 15.—Engin-
Bainpe and J. A. Ogden,

Head Brakeman J. Budge, and Fireman |

Ear! Bradshaw are dead as the result]
of a frightful gpailroad wreck, which,

occurred at T o'¢lock this evening, one

quarter of a mile from Kendrick, lda.--tI

Pacific branch. J. E. Peterman, a fire-
man, who was taken from the mass
with a broken leg, is partially paralyzed
anada will die.

The freight train, drawn by two en-
gines, ami loaded with railroad iron,
started down grade. The point of dis-

aster is at the foot of the Kendrick

grade, which is very steep. The con-
trol of the train was lost at the head
of the grade, and theén the engines
started on thelr mad five-mile run in
the dark. None of the ill-fated crew
‘have lived to tell the story of their
awful sensation, while being swept on
to death. The condiuctor cut the ca-
boose loose before the train got under
full, headway and thus saved his life
and that of the rear brakeman. The
dead are residents of Spokane.

INSURGENTS SCATTER

AMERICAN FORCES ARE PURSU-
ING SMALL BANDS.
General Young Is on the Trail of a
Remgant of the Army Holding
Twenty-three Prisoners.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 15—The war
department today received a cablegram
from General Otis giving the latest
davelopments in the situation In the
Philippines. The cablegram follows:

“Bajtchelder, of the Twenty#fourth
infantry, reports he had on the 1l4th,
an engagement at the junction of the
Magat and Rio Grande rivers, Isabella
province, the enemy leaving four dead
and five mortally wounded In the
trenches. Our loas was one drowned
and four wounded. He says he Is in
need of clothing, provisions and money.

“Four hundred and severty-five
Spanish prisoners arrived {this morning.
Young, at Banqui, Northwestern Lauz.
on, reports that his troops are still
pursuing the remnant of the insur-
gents who have btwenty-three Ameri-
can prisoners In their poesessjon,
Negrosa reports that Sergeant Roeder,
of the Sixth Infantry, with twenty
soldiers and eighteen natives police,
attacked 4 insurgents at Madrigal
this morning. No casualties. The ene-
my's loss was twenty-eight killed and
many wounded.”

Isolated bande of bushwacking In-
| surgents, who are caught by our forces
‘in the Philippines are llkely 1o be
summarily dealt with. At a cabinet
meeting today the matter was discuss-
ed, and it was the general sentiment
that the situstion demanded v‘l’xorou.l
treatment.

RAILROAD EARNENGS.

Southern Pacific Company’a Statement
of the Year's Profits. —

San Francieco, Dec. 15.—C. P Hunt-
Ington, president of the Southern Pa-
cific Company. has issued a statement
of the eafnings of the company for

h-r last and for the first four
of lhe present * year.
earnings in Ootober
-mounted to $6,089.8%1. This Is an in-
orme of $1 2,382 over the correspond-
"ing momnth of the year before. The
figures constitute the largest gross rev-
enue in any one month in the com-
ipany's history. The operating expens-
es in October were $2,602611, an In-
crease of $585626. The earnings over
aperating expenses were §$2,167.230, or
an increase of $486.758 over October
1898,

For the months fh\ July, August,
Beptember and October iast the gross
earnings of the Bouthern Pacific Com-
pany aggremted §22,324.375. This ie
an increase of 33.183.“1 over the cor
Tesponding period-; ‘of last year. The
operating expenses amounting to $13,-
401 238, an increase of $2023020. The
total earnings over operating expenses
were $8.823 136, representing an increase

- of $1.665.,531 over the same four months
‘ofethe year before.

THE WHEAT CROP.

Washington, Dec. 15.—The govern-

He ment report shows the total wheat crop ' tory. The reaction 12 all the more

to be 547,300,000 bhushels.

A HEAVY BRITISI[
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LONDON, Dec. 18.—(Saturiay, 47 It had hardly been mwﬁl now,
a. m.).—The war office has recelved a even after the experience- of the ;
dispatch, announcing that General Bui- that General Buller ¢ould fail. Virte-

_J

ler . has met with a serious reverse. al notihi ha allowed “ Ly
Bulier was attempting to cross the Tu- u:r’::uh r'::nrdl‘:g h Sy
gela river. Flnd.ln; it impossible to but the pubiie waltaj patiently in.the .
effect his object, he ardered a retire- confident bellef - ‘he  was tak

¢nt in order to avaoid greater losses. such time and p fons as would #h-"

¢ leM eleven guns behind. sure success. No t ‘Teports

g _ of the engagement yet been sl
“London, Dec. 16.—The following is lowed to come t . but Gemeral
the text of Genmeral Buller's dispatch Buller’s own dispat tell the sad
announcing his reverse: tale In lnﬂlrieﬂt outline to show that

“Buller to Lamdsdowne: Chievelry the Britlsh have beem entrapped i‘ﬂl
Camp, December 15, 6:20 p. m.—I re- by, the astute Boers. K R Is -
EBret to report a serious reverse. 1 that he will renew the attack
moved in full strength from our camp Immediately on recelving m
near Chievelry at 4 o'clock this morn- the war offices deciffed to mobilize m
ing. There are two forlable places in another division, and to
the Tugela river and It was my inten- losses of artillery:
mt: to force a passage through at one forcements will be barried off as speed-

(hem. They are aboumt two miles ily as possible. Fifteen transports are

art. My intention was to force one due to arrive- a1 Cape Town between
or the other with one brigade support- December 17th and January $th, with
ed by a central brigade., General Hart about 15000 troops of all arms, but un-
was to attack Uhe left drift, General less General Bullar-is able (o renew the -
Hilyard the right road, and General attack, which is exceedingly doubtful, .
Littleton was to lnﬁe the center and the British generals will-be compelled,
to support either. Early in the day I for another fortnight or more, 40 re<
saw that Ganeral Hart would not be maln on the defensive. -
able to, force a passage and I directed
him to withdraw. He had, however,
attacked with great gallantry and his !

$

AN ARTILLERY .DUEL. | :
from.

leading babttalion, the Connaught rang- London, Dec. 15—A special

ers. 1 fear, suffered a great deal | Frere camp says that, dmhm‘ﬂr .
Colonel 1. G. Brooke was seriousy ! with the bombaniment of -
wounded. ¥ furtous artillery duel comm Dt- T

tween the garrison at Ladysmithdand <
the Boers on Umbulawan hill. The
following pamed officers of the Hltﬁ:
land brigade, who were reported fo bea ~
missing afver the battle of ﬂl‘!m

“I then ‘ordered General Hilyvard to
advanee, which he did, and his lead-
ing regiment, the East Surrey, occu-
pied Colenso station: and houses near
the bridge. At that moment I heard
that the whole artillery 1 had sent to|tein, were killea?
support the attack—the Fourteenth Captain, the Hon, Cummings m
and Sixty-sixth flehl batterics and six- Captain MacFarlane, Lieutenent- Ram-
naval i12-pounder quick firers under say and Capt*in Brodie, and the fol- -
l.ong—had advan close to the river lowing sulbseqrventls ‘f‘d ~f their
in Long's desire be within an ef- wounds: Colonel DO“ml_l and w '.'
fective range, It proved to be full of tenant Campbell.
the epemy, who #uddenly opened with ' .J:lut dispatches llldlcﬂl the
a galling fire at close range, killing all contin bombardment of % :-
the horses and the gunnérs were com-: Whose position Is now perflous, ‘s
pslled to -atard to thelr guns. Eame'"lt of casualties among the
of the wagon teams got shelter In a missioned officers and men In the
donga and desperste efforts were be-at Magersfontein, just Issued. ]
ing made to bring out the field guns. t55 killed, 253 wounded and 76 missing. '

“The fire, however, was too severe This, howuver. is ‘M“’M . =

and only twe were saved, by Captain <complete list. .
Scholfield and some drivers whose
names I will furnish.

Another most gallant attempt with |
three- teams was made by an officer '
whase name I will obtain. Of eighteen '
horses thirteen were killed 2pnll, as
several drivers were wounded,, 1 would
not allow another attempt, as It seem-
ed that they would be a shell mark
sacrificing thelr llves in a gallant at-
tempt to force a passage. Unsupport-
ed by artMlery. I directed that the
troopa withdraw, which they did In
gootl order,

“PThroughout the day a considerable
force of the enemy was pressing on my
right - flank, but was kept back by
mounted men under Lard Dundonald
and part of General Barton’s brigade,

‘““The day was most intensely hot and
| most trying on the troops, whose con-
duct was excellent. *

“We thave abandone] ten guns and
lost by shell fire ope. The losses in
Genaral Hunt's brigade are, 1 [fear, |
very heavy, although the proportion of |
severely wounded, I hope, |s not large.

“The Fourteenth and Simty-ninth
field batteries a.ho san'e-rod severe
wosses,

“We have retired to onr camp
Chlevelry.’

q
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GREAT lllV[llithlE B
BETWEEN TRADING AND PRODUCs
TIVE INDUSTRIES .

’JI

And the Country's Muhﬂou-—l(o‘ﬂm

of Stocks Suffer

Others Reallze Mll.

NBEW YORK Dee. 1s.—R. G. l}u
Co.'s Weekly Review of

! s3ay tomorrow:

i The unusual depression In nlmh “
week has displayed a great divergence
between the trading and

greater, or tho.pmhr of hands em-
ployed larger;+the wages distributed
higher{or the lemm
upon eamings, greater than -t _ g
time, and never havethe condition o
: irade or the returns of earnings and
trafic given & certainty of

ot

E

business for the trahAporterd.
{ the earnings of the rallways and manu-
wumw

thelr stocks decline as If it were dldc =~
astrous for a road to double It earn-
icgs and ruinous for a mill to ;
an  unprecedented prosperity. -
The inflated capitalisation has, of
course done harm,  and specula-
tive excitement profils
they

o

-

ENGLAND I8 SHOCKED

London, Dec. 16.—(S8aturday, 4:40 a.
m.).—The mews of General Buller's re-
verse was recelved so late that many
newspaper comments today are con-
finéd to a perfunctory ezpmﬂon of ex-’
treme regret and disappolntment, and
of the necessity of calmness and re-
doubled efforts ¢o retrieve dhe, position.
This latest check I8 regarded as the
mest serious event In Greagy Britain's
military history since the . mu-
tiny. The Standard says:

“Genersl Buller's dispatch & deplor-
able reading. It is now a familiar
story of concealed Boers and British |
troops marching up blindly almost to |
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the very muzzles of the enemy’'s ri __
It cannot be dowbted that the (e s
effect will be to aggravate our diffieul- | DOSE OF POISON,
ties over the whiole field of operations. | —_—
*“The country has discoversd, with | Ended a = Life at Thief Cresk
annoyance and surprise, that subduing in Southern ‘

the Boer farmers is about the hardest
work we have entered upon since the
Indian mutiny. Thelr commandants
have shown themselves able (o give
our generals useful but expensive les-
sons in modern tacties™

Depression over the defeat of Gmt
Britainfs trusted and (d§ized dom-
mander is 811 the greater as, during
the last forty-eight hours there had
been reporis-of the rellef of Lalysmith.
Yesterday the war office allowed It to
be understood that the position of af-
fairs 'n Natal was entirely lﬂ.ﬁ
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{ nounced on this account. l
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