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MO B HON
ﬁis Senten-:e— Commuted
Late Last Night.

—

A MENTAL IMBECILE

—_—_—

The i’rllelpll Resson for Governor
Geer Baving the Murderer’s Life
-Iiln.fnl of the Crime.

{From Dalily, May 26th.)

discharged.

At 9:15 o'clock last evening, Governor

F. T. Geer commuted to life imprigon- |
ment the death semtence pronounced, |

on April ist, wpon Frank Lawrence
Smith, convieted of the murder of Peter
Nelson, and to have been executed st
Jacksonville, Jackson county, at 10
o'clock. this morning.

The following telegram was last night
seni by the governor 1o Sheriff Alex-
ander Orme, at Jacksonville: “You
are hereby notified that 1 have this day
commuted the sentgnce of death stand-
ing against Frank Lawrence Bmith, in
Jackson county, and who s now in
your charge, to be hanged on the 26th,
of this month, to a life sentence :n
state’s prison and you are hereby dir-
ected to with-hold the execution
sald death sentence. You will please

{rau:krmw.ledge the receipt of Lhis mes-
sage at once by wire."”

Governor Geer was Influenced, In or-

of Smith's

dering the commutation
sentence, by the receipt of mumerous
Jetters and petitions from Jackson

sounty residents, representing that tne
accused is a mental lmbecile and re-
commending that the death sentence
be comnmuted. Governor Geer received
letters from C. B. Watson, district at-
torney for Jackson county; Hop. E. V.
Carter, Wm. Colvig, A. E. ames,
Charles Nickel, and many others in be-
half of the young man. Numeraus

signed petftions from prominent busi- |
ness men &f Jacksonville ' and leading |

physicians were also recelved telling
of Smith's mental condition. Commun-
ications were: also received at the ex-
ecutive office, from authorities In New
Jersey, stating that Smith was consid-
ered a weak-minded boy ‘before leav-
ing that state,

The following letter written by Rev. .

Teliow, director of the St. Francis' In-
dustrial school, at Addington, Pennsyl-

vania, and addressed to Rev. L. P.
Desmaris, of Jacksonville, Oregon, 18
a fair sample of the numerous 'stiers

received by Governor Geer, in Smith's
behalf: “This Is to certify that Frank
Lawrence Smith, now a prisoner in the
county jail of Jacksonvlille, Oregon, and
under sentence of death for theé mur-
der of one Peter Nelson, was an' in-
mate of St. Francis' Industrial Schooi,
at Eddington, Pennsylvania, from July
17, 1888, to July 3, 1882. The aforesald
Frank Lawrence Smith whilst In the
institution proved to be a very weak-
minded boy, In fact one bordering on
craziness, and was dismissed on the 3d
of July, and handed over to his mother,
as not being a proper and safe subject
for the institution. I suppose this

same idiocy has brought him where he |

stands today."”

After considering these many letters
and petitions, representing Smith's pit-
jable condition mentally, Governaor Geer

' decided to save the man’s life, holding
that" his execution in his present con-
dition would be an exhibition of brut-
ality,

A review of the history of the crime
and the trial and sentence of Smith ‘s
as followsa:

On Sunday morning, February 13,
1898, thefe arrived in Ashland, Or., on
the north bound freight train of the
Southern Pacific Company, one Peter
Nelson, 4 Swede, aged 37 years, bomnd
for Partland, having tramped and beat-
en his way on the rallroad from the
Bacramento vailey, where he had been
working as a farm band. He had. in
his possession a small, new trunk con-
talning clothes and underwear, a pair
of blankets and about $110 In money on
his person. He remained iIn Ashland
until the following night,’ making =a
few acquaintances in the vicinity of
the depot, to whom he conveyed the

information that he was going to Port- |

land to sepk work and would hunt up
a coundryman of his there, named
Erickson, whom he thought would as-

_#ist him in obtaining employment in |

the city.

He had evidently been traveling In
company - with other tramps before
reaching Ashiand, for while here he
was accosted by an allan who was

* bound north and whom he had <een

before, but desired to have nothing to

do with. Nelson left town on Monday
" might's freight train. Somewhere be-
' tween Medford and Cemtral Point he
fell off the moving train and was bad-

1y stunned, but ‘'was able to walk to a

Bearby residence, where he appeared

about 2 o'clock Tuesday morning, Feb-

ruary 15th, and awoke the family, who

found Nelson with his skull fearfully

fractired and the scalp torn and bleed-

fag. The man talked rather Incoher-
ently, and after being taken to Med-
ford for medical treatment, died soon
&fterward.

There was every evidence that the
iBwede had been assaulted and robbed
3% his companions and then thrown off
the moving train,-for dead. His valise

A personal effecta were cut open aml

contents scatfered along the rall-

4
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road track and quantities of blood were
found on some of the clothing which
had been rolled up and placed in =
sack. His pocket book had been cut
open and was found empty. The car
in which the assault, robbery and mur-

der took place gave evidence of &
bloody struggle. -
The Talian, Joe Lasalle, alias

“Blackey,” was suspected and there
was evidence that several had been
implicated in the affair The =fTforts

of the officers t0 discover the criminals
was rewanded soon by the arrest at

Roseburg of Frank Lawrence Smith
and another man, who was afterwards
“Blackey,” however, who
had alwayas been suspected as the in-
stigator of the cfme, and Is thus
charged by Smith, was never appre-
hended. There has been a suspicion
that after Nelson had been beaten to
death with the iron coupling-pin, which
was used a8 a weapon, that Smith
made away with “Blackey,” but this
theory s not generally cradited.
Smith, who was 20 years of age on
the Zist of this month, and who is a
native of Pennsylvania, though his
relatives now reside et Tremton, N. J.,
and according to his own statements,
are not in good repute, themselves,
was tried in the circuit court of Jack-
son county at the April, (1898) term

and was convicted of murder in the

first degree. Smith was -Sentenced by
Judge Hanna to be hung, the date
being fixed for June 10th. A stay of
execution was secured and the case
was taken to the supreme court, where
the lower court’s ralings were affirme/l.
On the first day of the April, (18989,)
term of court Smith was again brought
before Judge Hanna who again passed
sentence upon him, fixing the date for
his execullon for May 26th.

No one has presumed in any way to
censure Governor Geer for commuting
to life lmpriscoment. the Jdealh sen-
tence of Frank Lawrence Smith, the
convicted murderer of Peter Nelson.
It s generally considered a justifiable
act. The reople of Jacrkson county
were practicelly a unit In r’mesllng
a Jommunition of the death Sentence.

Among the numerous communica-
tions recelved at the exeentive office
and which, probably, influenced Fov-
ernur Gees In crdering the commuta-
tion' of Smith's Fenténce, were letters
of three prominent physiclans reslling
in Jucksanville. The letters were all
addresscd to Governor Geer. .

Dr. Gearge De Bar wrote as follows:
"Frank Lawrenee Smith, now in the
Jackson county jall., is s-nilenced to be
hanged on the I6lh Inst. As a Joyal
citiren of old Jackron county, 1 ask
you to comnmute the sentence of Bmith,
in this case, ‘to that of life imprizon-
ment, Frank Loawrence Emith is a
meoral, antd nearly, an intellectoal fm-
becile; He is a degencrale destitute
of gratitude, and incapable of remorse
|—a beggar for notoriety even of his
own and of his family's shame. Please
spare us the humiliation of hanging
such a pitiful speeimen of humanity.™

The letter written by Charles Hines,
M. D, wax as follows: ™1 have beren
1ecnily asked to sign a retition re-
nuesting commutation of the semtence
¢f Frank Lawrence £mith to life Im-
prirsonment. 1 beMeve there is no
doubt of his guill and if I thought he
was other than an irresponxible, wedrk-
minded frezk, would oppcese any at-
tempt to =eot aside the senfence im-
posed. 1 attended him professiénalty
at the jail and bhad an opportusiity to
judge of his morkl and mental gquali-
ties and [ truly belleve 1t would not
be serving the ends of justive to inflict
the death penalty upon such a being."

Dr. J. W. Rotinson sent the"ollows-
ing eommunication: ‘I write you a
few lines in behalf of Frank Lawrence

S8mith, who was convietsvi of murder.

and senlenced to be hanged May 2§
1299, nt this place. I Fave swen Sinith,
and know he is a woak-minded boy.
' not responeihle to any great degree for
gny asts he may do. I understand his
defense in court was not what It would
have been had he had any friends or
money to help him. He had ne friends
no, money, and very little intclligener
of his own. I honestly brlieve it
would be right snd just to have his
senlence cnmmuted to Imprisonment
for life. Prusting you will give his
casa the attention needed, 1 amn,” ete

The-news that b'g =entence had been
commuted, was conveyed te Smith at
the Jackson couniy joil, about 2.o'clock
yesterday morning by Sheriff Alexan-
dér COrme. The prisoner was elated
and danced.about his cell with delight,
although he declared that he had con-
fidently expected a commutation of
his sentence. SBmith will prohably be

brovght to the state penitentiary this
morning, or possibly mot until Sunday
morning.

A CUEIOUS WORD SURVIVAL.

An Instance of the survival of old
words in country districts came under
the notice at Beaconsfield this we=k
In a tender to the urban councfl for
public lightming the contractor qt.ourl
terms for “Hghtning and douting” the
jamps. The word “deut™ feprdd“

being a contradiction of

uench.
T way that “dof™

“do out,” In the iame 3
and “don™ are comiractions of “do off”
ard *“do on.” The word is used Iw
¢ hakespeare (Hamlet, Act 1, 8Scene
il One dram of base
PDoth all the ncble substance Jout.

! ‘fhe word is still in common use i
the viliages of Buckinghamskire
among the laboring classcs, but It
rather unusual to find it vsed in con-
nection with a business tran=action of
a public hody.—Londcn News,

over 60 yrars
in any other

ireland comes

' There are more

of age In France than
country in Europe.
mexts

used in the semas

GIVERNNENT OF SLANDS

President McKinley Is-,
sued a Special Order.

—_—

A Military Govermor Will Have Full
Countrol Until Congress Pro-
vides Other Means,

OFFICES ARECREATED

LOEWIS REPORT.

—

The New York Price-Current, of the
Zih Inst, says: -

Receipts for week ... .....c00ues 789
143,6%)

Receipts from Sept. 1............

Exports to Europe for week.... 20N
Exports from Sept. 1............ 108370
Imports for week, .....cc.ova.nun 20
Imports from Sept. 1......... e, T

While the movement Is still on a very
limited scale there has seemed 10 be a
itle ‘m brewers’ trade this we-k,
anmd have been picking up some
jots that appeared to have good value.
Enough of this sort of business has
been going on to keep the tone fairly
steady, especlally on the best grade of
hers. Present stocks of choice Pacifics
are 20 light that holdess belleve that
they are worth all that is asked for
them, say 16@1%7c; hids of 15¢ have been

WASHINGTON, May 26.—Prasident
McKinley has issued an execulive or-
der, mot heretofore published, for the
government of the islands which came
under dhe control of the United

Spain.

The order directs that during  the
muintenance of the military govern-
ment by the United States on the is-
land of Cuba and all islands In the
West Indies, out of the seventy-fourth
degree west longitude,
Spain, there shall be created and main-
tained offices of the auditor of islands,

States |

government as & result of the war with |
| siderable lots of the older growths—

evacuatad by |that wintered well

réefused for certain growths, and an
occasional sale is reported at 16§17c.
We see ncthing in the ordering of
siates gcod enough tc exceed 1 and
but féew of that grade;11@l3e the
apparent value of most «f the holdings
with some poor lots (0 he had for less.
Of 1897 hops, either state or Pacilie
const, there are but few left, bul cvon-

‘92s and '94s—-are here and in the in-
terior, A summary of the reporis from
the hep growing sections of this coun-
try would seem io Iindicate an un-
changed condition of the crop. Yards
nre coming along
 finely, but In certain lccalities many
weak yards are reporied. The remain-

“GRANDPA” E. T.

Eben Taylor Albert Sr., known by all
as "Grandpa’ Albert, dled at his home
in this city, corner of Winter and Al
gtreets, at 1:20 o'clock this Saturday)
morning, aged 82 years, 8 months and
12 days. . General paralysis was the
cause of his death.

“Grandpa” Albert was In gvneral
good health until Mrs. Albert was
taken sick about a year ago, and the
carc and worry, incident thoretoe, was
mcre than he cculd stand and in De-
eeinber, when Mrs. Albert had recove
ered from her protracted sickness, he
collapsed physically. n  Decem ber
o9th, last, he suffered a stroke of par-
alysis und since then his health and
strength gradually falled him. Mrs.
Albert is conslderably improved
in health and is continually growing
sironger.

The dereased was born at Winches-
ter. Virginia, September 15, 1¥16 an-d
when a young man he went west, re-
siding for a brief time im Kentucky,
but subsequently scttled st Wheeling.
‘Virginia, where, on November 7%, 1837
he married Jane G.Gilchrist, the daugh-
ter of am old Virginia ploneer, who,
with eight of the ten children that
bleesed their unfon, sarvive him. The
children, all but two of wnom reside In
SBalem, and were présest at the dvath

(From Dally, May 27th.)

ALBERT IS DEAD.

Ik

1bed, are: Jobkn H. Alhert, president of

the Capital National bank, Salem,
George W. Albert, Lancing, lowa;
'"Eben T. Albert Jr., Ctlumbus.

Chio; Thomas G. Albert, SBalem; Mm
Elizaheth Heolton, Mrs. SBarah Robin-
son, Mrs. Emma Rockwell, and MNirs
Anna Furdy, all of Salem.

He aftcrwards removed to Ohlo,
where he reside at a number of places
for several years, when hc went to
Towa, leating at Lansing. where he
lived for twenty-one ycars. The fam-
ily sebseguently resided for six years
at Keokuk in the same siate and came
te Oregon in 15881, settling in Salem,
where they have resided continnousiy.

The deceased nnited at an early age
with the Preshyterian church, in which
denominition he has held the office of
elder for Ofly-two consacullve years,
{ being at the time of his death senior
elder of the First Presbyterian church

: g it -
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Magers' Remark to s

Portland Petective

——

CAUSED A SURPRISE

The Statement Went to the Jury

Unquestioned —Progress
of the Trial.

DALLAS, Or., May 2. —The hearing
of the Magers' mwurder trial, resumed
6t the opening of court at § a. m. io-
day, created unusual Interest, by rea-
=cn of the important testimoay Intro-
duced by the state. Among the wii-
nesses appearing «n the stand were
Detectives Ford., Cordano and Berry,
and Chief of Police McLouchlin, of
Portland, and their testimony wus of
the gravest character.

Netective Ford, formerly sheriff of

Washingtion county. told the story of
the errest of Magers at the Depot hotal
in Portiand; of the actions of the de.
fendant, the presence of the two girls,
who have figured In the casa extvn-
sively,
Detective Bermry spruong a genuine
senrallon when he told of his converes.
tien with the prisoper while on the
way from the hotel (Lthe plare whepe
the larrest was ma“de) ta the pollce sta-
ton. The withess test:fled to having
made the following statement to the
defendant., “When you killed that
man near Salem, and tled h's hands
nnd weighted hini down, before throw-
ing him into the river, you did not do
A grod b, To this the defenuant
replied. “Why, has the body ecine up?
INd It ralse?” The detective told his
story Inm a straijhtforward manner,
and, while maost ¢f the witnesss had
been subjected to a critieal cross.-eéx
amination by the defense, Detective
Berry was not asrked a gquestion alter
the direct examirastion was concludel
and his testimony went to the Jury un-
questioned.

A warm fight was precipitated by

counsal for the defonse when Chief of
Police Mcl.ouchlin, of Pdrtland, began
giving his testimony regarding the in-
terview he had ir Fiz office, after Ma~
gers had been arresied and hrought
in Mr. Holmes, for defendant, ob-
jected ‘to the testimony om the ground |
that witness had refresh¢d his memory
from stenographic notes.  The testi-
meny was admitied, however, and the
defense took an exception,
Among the other witneages was Wm.
Eparr, the woedhsuler, who testified to
seeing Magers and Sink In Polk eounty
near the bridge on the fateful evening,
The delense cross-examined the wit-
ners closely, but the repeated assanlts
of counsael did not shake the testimony
a particle, i

Walter Willlams, -of Dallas, a former
deputy sheriff, stated that Magers had
rald, immediately after the preliminary
hearing, while walking from the ecurt
room in Independence to the hotel:
“They hold me, but won't try to catlch
the other fellow.”

The state hore closed its testimony,
and the defense called John Scott, of
| Salem, who testified to mecting the
defendant, and conversing with him
on the evening when the homicide is
said to have occurred, at a time when

Meoegers was alleged to have been seen
Isewhere.

Frank Magers, a bartender, was the
next witness; he had met the Jdefend-
ant about the time the homiclide was
committed, but could not give the day
and date.

Expert testimony, on the guestion of
ascertaining the identity of human
bleod, was glven by J. B. T. Tuthill, of
the Balemm Gas Company. His testi-
mony was claer and to the point, but
bencfitted the defense little.

LDr. W, H Byrd, of Salem, was the
next witnesg, belug called to give ox-
pert testimony on the question of the
identification cof evidences of human
blood. His statements corroborated

of this eity, He was always active In
church work until his health Lecame
impaired, obliging him to abandon. to
an extent, his actlvity in religlnus work
tn the betterment of his fellow man.

Funeral services will be eonductel
at the Iate Rome at & o'clock Sunday
i aft=rnocon, by Rev. H. A. Ketcham, of
{ the Firnst Prestyterian church. The
remalns will be givem burial in the
family Jot in Rural cemctery.

—_— s ————————————

——————

one assistant suditor for auditing the
accounts of the department of customs

land one assistant auditor for auditing

thtmdmwmaldwt
offices who shall be appointed by the
gecretary of war. There is also creat-
ed the office of freasury of the island

the United States.
the islands shall receive and keep all
from the revemus ol
orders were issued

ing Teis of stale hops in mm hands
are mostly inferior and the few nales

of Admiral Dewey, The subscriptions
$10,000 from Claus Spreckels $5.000
each from Mayor Phelan, John W. Mc-

these of tne madical experts in the
main '

Guy M. Powers, of Salem, was #x-
lamln-d as 19 the currenta of the river
iand the passage of steamhoals, A
map, prepared by E. B. Herrick, the
Marion ccunty surveyor, showing the
currents of the river and the location
of the gravel har, was Introduced in
evidence, and the witness adjudged It
to be about correct. Upon croas-ex-
amination, after a close In=pection, he
aid not consider the map as showing
the locatinn of the bar quite correct,
the witness that he believed
the north end of the bar to b» nearer
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John H. Hall, bogan the argu'nent to
the Jury, which wili be continued In
the morning. As the attorneys had no
time limit placed on their «Torts at
this stage of the trial, it is expecied
that the case will not go 1o the Jury
before tomorrrow afternson.
Epeclators generally, who followed
the progress of both teials of the case,
make the assertion, thisevening, that
the state presented a much stronger
case atl this time than was done in De.
cember lust, and that the defense was
much veaker than at the former hear-
ing. and an early verdict, affirming the
decision of the former jury, s confi-
dertly sxpectad by all except the Jde-
fendant’'s immediate friends.™

AT WARDNER.

OVER THREEE HUNDRED OF THE
RIOTERS IN PRISON,

Some Startling Matters DNiscovered
Relative to the Unfons’ Hiack
Lists—~Mines Start. )

. -

WARDNER, May 26— There ne now
126 prisoners in the new prison The
sunitary regulatione ard good and new
vath tubs are now being put In. The
inguest will last ahout a weak longer;
304 witnessex have been examined and
some very damaging evidence, ‘1t s
eald, has been recured against the riot-
ers. An examinatioh of ithe records
of the unions, which were séized by
the military authivitios, it is sald, cho
the military authorities, it is said, show
the criminnl methods of the unions,
Black lists of men o be run out of the
country were freely cireulated, Only a
brief examination of the records has
go fTar been made.

General Merriam left today for Den-
ver, leaving Major Smith m command.
Four hundred and seventy permits for”
employment have been lssued in Ward-
ner. Tha last Chance started up with
a small force this morning. Nonz of
the mines above Wallace have started,
but many men am coming in and théy
will swon rFiart. All salocns In Mwui-
lan, Gem, and Burks, woere closed to-
tay.

The publication of the Mullan Mir-
ror has been stapped and its edilor
arrested,

FROM QUEEN VIC,

Washington, May 25.—President Me- -
Kinlcy, this evening, received the fol-
lowing cablegram from Queen Vietoria,
in response (o his message of congrat-
uiation: *I am deeply touched by the
words of your telegiam of congralu-
lation. From my heart I thank you
and the American peopke for, the sene
timents cf affection eond will
therein expressed. (€] y Y. B W

GAVE UP AN IBLAND.
Madrid, May 26—The minister of
war, General Polavieja. has recelved
a dispatch announncing thé evacuadion
of Zamboanga. on the Island of Min-
danao, by the Spanish garrison. The
dfspatch further says that as the Span-
jards had declined to assent to the Fil-
ipinbs demands, that the arms and
munitions of war should be surrender-
ed with the city, fighting ensued, the
Spaniards suffering some loss,

»

RECRUITS TO MANILA.
Washington, May 26.—The secrefary
the ordered 2,000 recrults

| regimeonts in dthe Phillppines to aail on
| the transport Sheridan. on June 7th for
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