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)WWERNOR GEERE MESSAGE.
| |

; _Inaugural message of Godvernor
‘_t%:nvcred on 10th mst.. is a most
* stri and forceful state paper. It
“strikes out from the shoulder,” and

.~ strikes hard, in several places; but

-

. Wer

-~

Wwe belleve there are few words or

sentences In it that a great majority
. of the people will not thark Governor
- Geer for employirg. It is plain talk
- fronk a plain man of the péople, voic-

ing honest sentiments dnd demands.

. Geer says “there is no demand,
and| tkerefore nec necessity, for any
‘Erest amount of general legislation.”

correct. He- gives emphdsis to
. i remarks ir. words that cannot
be misunderstond. !
Me thinks a thirty-day session
l'?ﬂﬁcl-enl. It is amply suficient
He protesis against the employment
of useless’ comymittee clerks, and dies
it in a way to make the protest. setm
#ntirely justifiadle, which it is. -
M4 ‘tavors legisiation for the pro-
tectior of food fishes. :
"He is Inclined to think we should
have* a railrond commissioner, | ap-
pointed by the governor or elected by
the people—but he is not insistent on
"tl:ls] point. Y
He favors the rellef of the suprems
court - |

is

}«1[ hopes Jfor road legizlation that
willl give us permarent highways.
‘Vn.l] hope! There is only one way,
.ndli this legislature will not adopt it.
Mr. Geer recomnends, as Sendtor
McBride did when he was secrefury of
stute, that convicts. and insane pin-
l!t-nlts ke conveyed to the penitentiary
y tni]: asylum by reguler jemployes of
those imstitutions; and he gives good
Teeons, - 1
The message, as  a whole,, Is worthy
of 'x?uc-'q more extended cominent; but
rint It in full ain.-whe_i'e. and we
take occdslon to refer to It again

< and! again. i
: =—
fgon’s

Powiry | Wpeihoss

has

srojvn emormously In the phst few

Bug it ounght to double many
times yet.  With enough lncubators
and Yirooderns intdlligently atgended
#o, it will be ome of the biggest things
in the smte.

m—— __'-_
We hope the members of the next
logislagure, . 1301, will e ald tb ride
’ out thiroigh u..»‘mﬁ hard di<trict, onuth
of the city, on motor cars. They will
M the property holders alomg tle pro-
posed hue will do their part. '

The Soutbern Pacific Bas made [a
ot | in the freight rales on  easi-
- bovrpd tice from Pucitie coast poicts,
; ﬁ‘hl't is to zllow wnclsaped Jlapan rice
» brongidt into this eouniry, m Ml

, and sent to the Ka-tern statéds
nopete with that imporied  at
York. Thére are several nulls In
Francisco, amd at Teast one 14

ili The other trarseontiinentnl

, Will presumsibly  crant the
toncessich.  This  onght  t)

om pur cpast, and thus heélp to =il
srther décrease the agfregate bnpor

vy wife-
and ea-

ood
/7 R0

pable motherhood, A

new fangled prudery
its many girls from
rning things that they
ought to know before they
assumie the duties of mat-
rimony and maternity.
thietics alone will not
nake a woman thor-
oughly i‘lﬂlﬂg,’. , The wise
counsels of a good mother
gdnomh e o};lier woman are
pensable.
The best and noblest mis-
sion of a woman is bear

to do this, she must be he:llh{ and
in a womanly way. Both the intel.
i future of her children

rear heilthy, intelligent children. In -

s 4

The enuF is weak, unhealthy kid-

s (e o8 Sn SRt Whet (he
‘disease not find out what the
trouble is until it is almost to late, be-
cause tne first crmptmntm so like
mild sickness that they do rmot-think
they need a medicine or a doctor until |
they fird themselves sick in bed.

Dr. Kilmer's Swamp-Reut will bulld
‘up and strengthen their weak and dis-
cased kidneys, purify thelr diseased,
ki Iney-polsoned blood, clear
complexion and soon they will enjoy
belter health.
*Yuu can get the regular sizes at tha
drug st*, at fifty cents end one dol-

-

‘lar, or u mnay first prove for your-
self the wonderfu' virtuesof this great
dischvery, Swamp-Root. by sending
yoeur address to Dr. silmer & Co.,
Binghamton, N. Y. for a samplé bot-
tle and a book that tells all about it,
botk rent tp you absolutely free by
m#il., When| writing kindly mention
that zou redd this liberal cfter In the
Oregon Statesman.

tations at New York, as conpared
w!th the rest of the connmry—by mak-
ing an increase bere. The duty on un-
cleaned rice is appropriately three-
Lourths of a ¢ent.a pornd lower than
cn the clenned article, the farmer be-
irg one and onequarter cents, and
the Latter two fents—affording protec-
tion to our labor engazed in prevar-
irg it for market, coruing in <¢om-
petition with Japs and Chiese mak-
ing at 10 to 25 cents a day.

=
LET WELL ENOUGH ALONE.

“FORTUNATELY, A8 T  SEEMS
TO ME, THERE I8 NO DEMAND
AND, THEREFORE, NG NECESSI-
TY FORR ANY GREAT AMOUNT OF
CENERAL LEGISLATION. THE
CONDITION OF THE STATE DOFES,
NOT REQUIRE IT. N7 RADICAL
CHANGES AKE NEEDED' ANY-
WHERE, . AND DURING THE
PENDINi; SESSIOYN I ADVISE EV-
ERY LEGISLATOP. TO BE CARF-
FUL . AS TU WHAT IUBLIC OR
PL.IVATE INTERESTS ME UNDER-
TAKES TO EFFECT BY HIS PRO-
POSED LESISLATION. THE MOST
FEAETHING INVEf TIGATION
WOULD FIND 1T, DIFFICULT TO
HECALL A PFRIOD DURING THE
PAST - TWENTY-FIVE  YEARS
WHEN THERE WAS S0 LITTLE
ADVERSE CRITICISM OF EXIST-
ING CONDITIONS BY THE PEOPLE
OR.THE PRESS, OR WHEN, THERE
WAS SO LITTLE TEMAND FOR
ANY KIND OF NEW LEGISLA-
TION:" “From Governor Geer's Ales-
Enge.

Our friend, Represeatative Mc@ul-
loch, of Maripn, has introduced a bill
in the legislature proposing a sort of
co-operative fire insurance scheme by
tne scheol digtrictss We are opposed
tc thls bill, for two reascns. First, it
wouald prove ia failure. Second, it
wculd not be & good thing If it proved
» suceess as  to its  operations. Wa
w'H suppore the bill now a law. Then
suppose one of the public school build-
Salemn were burned down.
the directors of this school
district set about to colieet 1the in-
surance. Each ' district heareabouts
would he obliged-to make- a epecial
levy 1o meet its proportion of the loas -
Eut suppose some of themr should re-
Frfuse. uUr suppose the warrants of
many of the disiricts were not worth
.par. Can the reader anéd legislator
not see that thers would be’ints:rmin-
' ahle muddles and confusion In case of
wiestructive firen? The welghtier rea<
son, It appears to us, is the one in-
volved in the truism: W That govern-
.r'rnfnt governs best that ghwerns least.”
It Is not the business of state to
undertake to do anything thit can be
done as well or better by | citizens
in their private capacities. ore is
no dearth- of reliable insurante com-
1anies, ‘old line™ and co-0 tive.
Fchoel districts ecan now insurd their
property if they want to, or ve it
uninsured if that is their wish, f Here
is another case, e pluribus unum,
% here the proper thing is to let well
énough slone. :

——

Ccvernor Geer gave some fatherly
advice ta the new members of the leg-
islature—speaking from ripe experi-
ence. Hig advice ought (b be
clated—and followed.

ings in
Then let

. | L
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" to the position which has
been assigned me and profoundly
grateful for the expression of confi-
dence in me, which has been so gen-

In compliance with a -

provision hich requi the legisia-
ture to meet’every two years, you are
now assembled for the purpose of can-
sidering the wants of the people and
of improving their condifion wherever
it is possible by legislative enactment.
By virtue of another uirement of
the same Instrument. it [is made the
duty of the executive to give an out-
line ‘of the measures hich, in his
judgment, should e the atten-
tion of the legislature. [In oebedience
to this mandate, I will §

sideration of a few &

heeding of ,which it is thought will
subserve the best intérests of the peo-
ple. Your biennial assemblage is not
to be regarded as a peripd of recrea-
tion, but rather as one of work and ap--
plication. Your ecoming together is
simply a plain business pmpﬂalllon.!
Yau are ninety men bearing the great |
distinction of having been

chosen Lo |
transact important business for 500000 |
peaple, and. the same adherence to the

prineiples of economy that governs
you in your private matters should |
guide you with double force in the |
care and expenditure of publfe money.

While ours is helievaed to be one of the §
most ‘economically administered state |
governments® in the union, the fact
‘furnishes no reason why still further

reductions should not be made wher-

ever possible. )

Fortunately, as it seems to me, there
is. no demand ‘and, ‘therefore, no ne-
cessity for any great amount of gen-
eral legislation. Thg condition of the
slate does not require it. No radical
changes needed Anywhere, and
during the pending session I advise
every legislator to be careful as to
what public or private Interest he un-
dertakes to affect by his proposed leg-
islation. The most searching. investi-
gation would find it difficult to recall
‘a period during the past twenty-five
years when there was so little adverse
eriticism of existing conditions by, the
pedple or the press, or when there was
so littld demand for any kind of new
legislation. The general trend eof our
law-making efforts during the ldst
few years seems to have been in the
interest of the people, and singe the
world is gove too much anyway,
you can, perh pursue no saféfr pol-
fcy than to accomplish what Ittlg leg-
islation: seems necessary within the
next thirty days and “adjourn without
further expense to the state or your-
selves. i : s i

"This consummation. i{s not only de-
sirable, but feasible, in view of the
work already done by your honorable
bodiea during. the special session In
October last. The same Industry
shown during the next thirty days
would easily meet all the demands of
the people, and It 1s, therefore, earn-
estly hoped that yvou will give them a
shorter session than the constitution-
al limit of forty days. Each day you
are at the capital, whether in session
or not, costs the state more than $1.000,
and since your. own compensation is
too small to offer any inducement to
remain longer than the public inter-
est -actually quires, it is hoped that
the general wish for an early adjourn-
ment will be grantéd.” Durihg the
special session In October you appro-
priated $28,000 for your own expenses
besides $40,000 for a legislative abor-
tion two years before for which the
people did not receive so much as one
cent in return. In view of this. it is
hoped that we are not now confront-
ed by -anotheér appropriation of 840.-
000 for a full forty days’ session. The
various committees appointed to pur-
sue certain lined of Investigation dur-
ing your vacatlion have worked dil-
gently and their reéports, beihg mnow
ready, will materially advanece your
work at the outset. As a rule, the
best legislative results are secured
during the first few weeks of a ses-
siod, and If any. scheme, job or ill-
advigsed measure succeeds it Is al-
wayvs the product of the leisure time
which the longer session affords. T
am extremely anxious that this legis-
lature shall-rhake a record that will
mect the approbation of the people,
and theére is not a taxpayer in the
state who would ndét speak approv-
ingly of an adjournment at the end of
a thirty <days’ session. .

It will not be possible to do so, how-
ever, if the usual custom of intreduc-
ing a flood of bills on all conceivable
subjects Is to be perpetufated. The
number of bills introduced at the av-
erage regular session almost, if not
quite, equals the whole number of
laws on our statute books; and since
few of them are of an original nature
it follows that, as & rule, they are’|
simply. attacks, in one fofm or anoth-
er, on existing laws. No sooner -does
the ‘'common citizen become acguaint-
ed with what the law is, than a sub-
sequent legislature changes it, and he
finds himself in trouble before he
knows it. Even the practicing law-
yer, with the aid of a large Nbrary
wand the help of the courts, finds it Jif-
ficult to fathom the of the’
average legislature, and w! this is
50 what Is to become of the working
mian in the foothills of a distant coun-
ty who no assistance in the matter
but his weekly newspaper? 5

Th¥ - interminable of

laws is the curse of our

1 necessity, but it

which we are all hoping to realize In
the near future, but his interests are
not represented here save as they find
expression in. _vour"vot_ea in ‘these two
chambers. He is néver represented
by the professional 16bbyist and any
kind of crooked legislation always re-.
sults in his injury. = | i, Ol s
It would be difficult to find better
proof of the excellent condition of our
‘state, even without' ‘any additional
legislation, than is furnished in a pub-
lic statement made by the distin-
guished retiring secretary of state |
only last year. Among other things

he said:. “There are fewer state of- |.

ficers in Oregon than in most other
states and expanses are on a very
économical scale. Most of the taxes
rollected are  to carry. on municipal
and county government® The rate of
taxation for gll purposes, municipsal,
county and state, Is lower than the av-
‘erage in other states, and the assessed
valuition of property Is not more than
one-third of its real wvalue, while in
nearly all other states prosperty Is as-
sessed for taxation at about ifs full
value. For this reason. a 3 per cent
tax in Oregon s only about one-third
ns costly to the owners of real
personal property as Is a similar tax
to owners of property in neighboring
states. The assesséd- valuation of all
property in Oregon for taxation is
about $150,000,000, or little if any more
than one-third of its real value, so a
3 per cent tax on that amount Is, in
fact, no more than about 1 per cent
on the actual value.” ! .

This is a strong - statement, and
true, save that as to the tax levy the
outgoing board has been compelled to
almost double the rate for the ensu
ing year.. This has been found nec
sary partly because the tax levy last
Fear was too low to supply the neads
of the state government, and deficien-
cles must always be met by an addi-
tional tax. Besides, the expendifures
authorized by a session of the legis-
lature one year must be charged to
the next year. These levies and ap-
propriations necessarily.” vary from
year to year, but s Increaséd tax
levy is brought to r ‘attention as
a deterrent force In the matter of
making appropriations that can, with-
out crippling . the state " service, - be
avolded.

It is to be hoped that you will give
the peaple. the minimum quantity of
legiglation at this session. I am dis-
posed to speak with some nness
on thisisubject foi.the feason ‘that I
have h a somewhat extended serv-
ice In ybur ranks and have seen an
felt and even been contraolied by the
tendency to be over-industrious in the
matter of new legislation. It I8 a
mistaken idea to suppose thai to meet
the approbation of your constituents,
you must necessarily be conspicuous-
ly active; sometimes a man's activity
results in his own undoing. One. of
the greatest dangers that confronts:
yvou, gentlethen, is the “fact that you
have forty days at your disposal in
which to do less than  thirty days’
work: The state’'s prison is not the
only placte where an abundance of idle
time is a sure progenitor of, mischief;
it is seen In all walks of life:

Assuming; as 1 belleve I have a
right to dd, that scores of meastres
are introduged in every. session more
from the dggire to appear industrious
than from ‘a sincere wish that they
should become laws, the conclusion
that it is all wrong Is justified by tha
fact that it goes to swell the expenses
of the state printing,—a source of pub-
lc expenditure that already amounts
to vastly more than it should. Not
only so, but it needléssly occuples the
otherwise wvaluable time of the varis
ous gommnfittees. This thought natur-
ally leads to the further consideration
that this buncomb. Introduction of
bills adds greatly to the grievous bur-
den which already bears heavily on
the army of committee clerks who are
dragged here during every session
from their homesg in the various parts
of the state.

' THE COMMITTEE CLERKS.

Allow me to say a® word here about
this matter of clerk hire. My legisia-
tive experience reaches back to the

-regular session 18 years ago and In
the meantime I have seen the most
meager employment of clerk hire grow
into an absolute public evil whose
tenacity of life seems to successfully
defy the opposifion of campalgn
pledges, platform denunciation and
evén the public wrath {itself. The.
abuse of this privilege has developed E
into a public wrong the continuancé

of which is absolutely without justi-
fieation, and its abatement, not at
some future session, but at this one,
invelves your reputation and mine for

can go no further, however,

call your sttention to the necessity
for its discontinuance in the interests
of public economy and the fair treat-

their fam-

e be forgot-
ten whén voting - money ouf of the
treasury for any purpose, and ‘when

willing to pay a failr.end even a
eral compensation to officers who per
form duties for w

and again that

y to say that while the char-
dcter and quantity of your® work in
the special session was very ¢ommen-
dable,  you employed in both houses
110 clerks to .take care qf 162 bills, or
only one blll and a half to each clerk,
The cost of tthis service was $7.457 or
$61 for each clerk and $48 for each bill

Now, admitting that a nomber of
these clerks were emplo
tiFating co'mamittves, the fact will still
remain that the average tlask of each
clerk wus tc k after not more than
two bills, and most of these failed to
tecowe laws. We would be compellal
to . go a long way before finding =«
tuxpayver who wonld grow enthuslastic
in support of this sort of business. '

The  entire reformation of ihis
abuse can be accomplshed by a con-
turrent resolution provlding for the
ppointment of a chief elerk; under
Vhose direction’a force of committes
clerks could be detalled for serview
Som commitiee 1o committes, as ap-
plication might be made te him by
the chairmen of the diflerent commit-
tces. There can be no! douvt that 5o
clerks employed steadily’ ror elght
hours each dey could eas'ly do all the
clerical work required at any s sgion
of the legiriatuvre. ' '

REVISING THE JOURNALS

But ther: is another abuse  which
has been growing from yesr to year,
&#nd which has still less busis for jus-

tification from any point of view I

refer to the appointment of couenit-
tees tc  “revise the journals” of thes
two houses after adjournment I

Jhave served on two such comiiftees

ad knew from experfence that they
are .absolutely worthléess as a 1néans
of securing the object for which they
are ostensibly jintended. How 8 a
commitiee 1o know when a mistabe is
found ir the proceed'ngs on 'a cemain
day, when rerhaps six weéks lave
elapsed since the proceedings Vere;
had? And when it 'is thooght a his-
te ke has been discovernd, what right
has any member of the committet Or
the committee {tself té Interposa its
recollection as against the record it-
relf 1 have never knowd ap instance
wrere this has been done in a ¢ise
wkhere the correction wes of any ¢on-
sevuence whateyer., The power ghan
to such a commiftes by the resoluiion
avthoriring s jp]mlnlmenl 15 ol -
hte, witheoot any quslificatlon-of apy
kind. The legisiatuee simply delegn ies
to a eommittee the power o changs
the record, and the right ‘to chaugs
the yecord is the righy to  legising.
There is po legilation asidys from the
record. T tnink it safe to sny that b
sttch committee has ever exercisel the
right tf alter the recard, betause it
has no right’ to such a sright, This be-
f1s true thyre is no use for such com-
mittee. Even the work of presaring
the journals for pwblication by [(he
sivte printer i= dire by compeiint
stenogragphers en.ployed by the segre-
tiry- of /siate. ' '

The cost of this work his been in-
crrasing: from scssion to session with
the rame comfortalle retlo that has
attended the expense of other kinds
of clerk hire. In 1839, ‘it cost 3711} in
103, §1300, .and' In 1595, $1489. For
correcting the jouwrnals of the late jes-
sty 3500 have already been pdld st
with some bills not yet presentod,

Extended comment on- the necessity
for an abatement of these Increasing
and mneedless expenditures would be
surperfinon«.  The blamé canmot be
specifically Jocated, but (he reforma-
tion car be accomplished by a firm
determination .on the part of sach
memiber to rMurn at once Lo the wio -
pler methods that governed leg - la-.
tive bodies in earller day:. The fact’
that we know it would please the peo-
ple to o sb Is a1l the incenfive we
should: peed- to Insure the effort being
crown with absolute success. ;

¥ BOARDS OF TRUSTEES, (
It is m scerce of constant regret that

se much turmoll exists in fmany of
the institutions located awsny frem th-

that the Institut]

be used as a of
benefiticg the town where it |
ed. This+perversion of intent
fu® in the extreme. Institut
Eren located in vs .
state. not with expectation

the insiitution would locality,
byt that the locality ‘would jaclp
irstitution, and In - some
this ‘Interference of Joesl in
cripples th4 institution, entess the

: 2E* £ i
j.,éi':.l??ﬂi

on Inves- .

cvt pay it will get better revults from
the émployment «f the smallest possi.
bl nun:ber t will serve the purs
pose. Where it is possible to p

dr keep the gement of a state
stitution under the contro! of i bos
of state offieers, who are Wear it
all times and wko have no other lines.
of busibess to demand their attention,
It fhould surely doge.  In examin-
ing the hisjory of the eentrol of our
d!fferent state Institutions, it' will be:

-

‘busird composed of & lmitéd numbsre
of stare officials, while
more or less trogble in th whose.
government iz vested in a rd of
trustees ‘living in different patis, of
the statdé and who. too often core ‘o=
-gether on a war footing for the trans-
action of public busiress :
f FIEHERIES
_At the special session you very wises
Iy passed an got fo -mbie thoroughly
protect the salmon Mdusary of the
s'ate. Accorrding o )8 provicions a
Flate fish-commivsion Is created wh
duty is to “seléct and - locgte » suitable
site or sites  for the construction of
fish - hateheries, and o - constraot
thereat -suih hatcheriés as i ther
udgment will be (o the bhest Inlerest
of the fishing Industry.”2 . The fulfih,
ment of the conlitions of | this pro-

L3 -

tion ¢f a suffecient sum to construct
the required number of  hatohéries,
The magnitude, Impoartance and ;
bikities of the fishing Industry can- -
not casily be overestiinated, and 3
trost there will be noe hesitancy In

make the new law effective. . During.

sulmon product has beén nearly $70,-
06¢ 000, and gives employment to thous
sands of deserving laborine men. Ro-
membering that th's Jdoes nat inter-
ferg with the amourt of the land pro-
dects of the sthte, but s confined to
the rivars and smaller streams, we ob-
ta'm a cledrer conception of iy Ime-
portance. Compated merely by the.
actual areasof surface pcevpled by oar,

¥

ar hundred fold, and since these ar-
teries pot only ‘of.‘commerce, but of
life-giving foed. are  distributed
throughout our state, lke many ‘other
Llessings, more generously than in any
other state in the union. we rhﬁ
rbow ougappreciation of them Ly
most careful and helpful legislation.
“To bring about the most satisfactory
vesults in this matter it Ik sbsolutely
neceskary that our laws on the ques-
tion should be as nearly as pe
identical with those, of the stste of
Washington For ‘this purpose your
should immediately appoint a com-
mittee 1o confer with a similar com-=
miittee from that state to adjust such

portance. " Such committes, 1 am In=
foimed, will be Auly appointed by ‘the
legipminture of that state. “You .
the fish ecmmissiongr a fund of  In-
formation- onp this cuestion that il
ald you very greatly In the work bes
fore you, i gy - ie B
T TRAILROAD LEGISLATION,

stunding, Yon repealed at vour special

of railroad commissioners,
I nves the stage without. and logislas
tion - whatever regulating the t
charges by raflroads. This, it' seems
Lo me, aves us In an anomalous cons
ditlon, nnd surely those of our
c.tizens who are disposed to lovk
alarm on the “pncroachments of
porations’™ - Snow .
ground for the most dismal
tions. If the various ra‘lroad com-
poarjes ‘of the state shouldyvonclude to
double thely : freight

there is no power in the state any
where to make any tangible
| &rce. Whether this is a safe
girable conditidn

you to determine.

means has been devised
latton of these

oL

fashs

2

il
;it{

Ja e, 8

fonnd that the best fesults have boen.
cHaired from those goverred. by a

here hae beon

supplying the necessary legislation to. -

differencep. az may be of groatest Im-

h T

L

rivers, their value exceeds any equal -
amount of land surface in tha stats = |

L)

: " o
In obedience t5 what semed to 'bs
a popular demand of several yemrs®

T - ‘
sesslon the act creating a2 state board =

L

vision will necessitate the appraorii- -

the last 20 years ‘the valne of our

-
]

find in the very exhaustivg report of

o4

b
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