
faraday, December 9, 1977

May this Christmas 
find you at peace 

with the world and 
yourself.

' THE CHRISTMAS CRADLEI
One crisp December night 

when snow had wrapped the 
mountains in their winter 
blankets, the grandfather

• pines tell this old. proud 
story to the sleepy cones

, waiting for Christmas... 
, Near the crest of the hill 

above the City of David stood 
a grove of cedar. Their leaves 
were shining snd sbundant. 
their branches stretched in 
praise toward the heavens. 
To the side and a little apart 
stood a stunted, gnarled tree 
upon whom the others looked 
with scorn and pity. The rain 
seemed to drive hardest at 
him and the sun seemed 
determined to sear his leaves 
as it journeyed westward.

Men from the town came 
and took many of his neigh­
bors and he watched them 
become sturdy beams of the 
fine houses and the strong 
sure masts for the ships that 
rode the Galilean Sea. Men 
paused to look at him--to 
laugh or shake their heads. 
One summer day. an inn­
keeper came to the hill and 
felled the finest trees and 
placed them in his cart. Then 
to the surprise of the little 
tree, the as sounded on his 
bark and within a few sure 
strokes he lay with the 
others.

“Oh. Oh." they laughed, 
“and what will they do with 
you. small one?”

“Perhaps I shall become a 
door through which the 
merry people pass," he 
smiled

“A door? How could 
anyone ever close you with 
your wrinkled bark and 
twisted trunk?" asked the 
other trees

“Perhaps a table then on 
; which there will be good 

food- and a candle to burn?" 
; But he knew thia could not 
; be. for he was not fair and no 
; amount of polish would make
• him shine.

The small tree lay forgot 
t tenfor a time. The inn was 

soon completed and the 
cedars stood tall and held the 
roof proudly above their 
beads. The small tree lay 
alone and forgotten, and the 
rain became harsh and 
drenched him. The snow 
covered him then.

One day the inn keeper 
came and carelessly split him 
into unsmoothed planks and 
pounded some nails into his 
sides snd stood him in a dark 
musty barn. He sadly reali­
sed that he had become a 
feeding trough and his only 
companions were the animals 
that lowed during the night

“Oh" he sighed. “Am I 
never to see the beautiful
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