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Mrs. Raymond Osaenkop 
(Sherrill Jean), above left, 
lives in Independence, Ore­
gon and is visiting with her 
mother, Winona Robbins 
around the beautiful birch 
table with its matching 
monogramed chairs, made by 
her father. Merildean. The 
table was made ten years 
ago. has a matching china 
closet, and with additional 
leaves there is seating room 
for many people.

Merildean Robbins, lower 
left, stands by the lovely 
handcrafted, large size grand­
father clock that he made last 
year. It is constructed from 
walnut, has triple chimes and 
a moon dial. The clock took 
many hours to construct and 
is indeed a beautiful piece of 
furniture in the Robbins' 
home.

A House Is Just A House, 
But The Robbins' Is A Home
By Pal Savage

“Workable, livable. *f- 
fordable and lovable,“ are 
the most descriptive words 
that one can say about the 
home of Winona and Meril­
dean Robbins. Not a new 
house by any means, as it 
was buit in 1918 by Jacob 
Zittercob, and was purchased 
from John Hickey by the 
Robbins’ in 1956. But to them 
it is “OURS" and that is all 
that's important.

Into this house came the 
Robbins with their three 
children, Sherrill Jean. Clin­
ton and Craig. As they 
settled in, Winona and 
Merildean found a million 
and one ideas for remodeling 
dancing around in their 
minds. From these ideas 
emerged the different 
aspects of the couple. He 
being a mechanic, turned to 
home designer, planning all 
the remodeling projects. 
From planning, he turned to 
carpentering, remodeling the 
whole house. Not one to let 
only the inside look good, the 
landscape artist appeared 
and a beautiful job he did. He 
has % of an acre in lawn and 
lots of shrubs, thus cutting 
down on flowers because of 
lack of time.

But the first project in the 
early years was the remodel­
ing of the bathroom because 
even in those days bathroom 
space was essential. The 
other projects followed as the 
years progressed.

A back porch was turned 
into a bigger and more 
workable kitchen in 1966. 
Today in this fantastic 
kitchen you will find a built-in 
refrigerator, three ovens, 
(one electronic), a unique 
spice rack made from babv 
food jars, a towel drying rack 
that is vented so the furnace 
heat dries towels and a 
built-in clock lazy susan 
made from hay baler rollers.

To add a special mark of 
distinction to this homey 
room is the counter with the 
Robbins’ own monogram on 
its base. There is plenty of 
seating room to accommo­
date the whole family, grand­
children too. Gracing the end 
of this beautiful counter is a 
lovely wooden bowl and an 
interesting game both made 
by Merildean. To further 
enhance this kitchen of 
kitchens is the built-in 
telephone desk and cupboard

Apple Valley Hems
By Frances Smalley

APPLE VALLEY - Tracy 
and Rhonda Griffin of Baker, 
Oregon were weekend guests 
of their parents. Mr. and 
Mrs. Gary Griffin of Nyssa. 
On Saturday they visited in 
the George Griffin home and 
all were Saturday evening 
dinner guests. On Saturday 
afternoon Mrs. Leeland 
Dewey and children and 
Mary Honey visited with the 
Gary Griffin family at the 
George Griffin home.

Mrs. Mary Honey was an 
overnight guest on Thurs­
day of Mr. and Mrs. Albert 
Bowen at Payette. On Thurs­
day evening they celebrated 
a birthday anniversary for 
Mrs. Bowen with dinner at 
Maudie’s Cafe.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Jackson and family of Bend, 
Oregon came in Thursday at 
the Dwight Seward home. 
Mrs. Jackson and children 
visited there until Sunday 
while Mr. Jackson attended 
an Education meeting at 
Boise Friday and Saturday. 
They left for home on 
Sunday.

While Jacksons were at 
Sewards, Mr. and Mrs. Hugh 
Pierce and family of Boise 
were Saturday evening din­
ner guets, Mrs. Burton Smith 
was a Saturday visitor and 
Gary Seward and Ronda 
Downs of Nampa were Friday 
evening visitors.

Mr. and Mrs. Rex Wagner 
joined other family members 
on Sunday aftem<x>n in the 
Reed Wagner home to 
celebrate a First Birthday 
Anniversary for little Angela 
Wagner.

Mr. and Mrs. F. E. 
Williams who have been 
visiting her sister Mrs. Oscar 
Nichols the past ten days left 
Monday for their home at 
Greer. Idaho.

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Morgan 
were elk hunting near Elk

including storage space for 
card tables and a place o file 
things of importance, built-in 
too of course.

Having utilized the back 
porch for more space, the 
front porch was the next to 
go, as it became eight more 
feet of living room and entry 
way in 1969. Here Merildean 
put his furniture skills to 
work crafting table and 
chairs, china closet, four-foot 
walnut candleholders and a 
beautiful grandfather clock. 
He has also built the 
fireplace, block work in­
cluded, and laid the carpet in 
the front part of the house. 
This enviable fireplace is 
thermostatically controlled, 
has an ash dump and the 
woodbox fills from outside.

He also likes to work on 
metal sculpture and the ship 
which sets on the hearth, the 
fantastic wall hanging, the 
candle holders, light fixture 
and coat of arms, and the re­
upholstered daveno shows 
what a true craftsman he is.

When daughter Sherrill 
Jean married, her bedroom 
was made into a utility room 
that is like all homemakers 
dream of working in. It has a 
built-in ironing board, soap 
bin. sewing center, pantry 
with storage for several cases 
of canned goods. The special 
point of interest in this 
particular room is the spoon 
collection with spoons from 
this ambitious coupie's tra­
vels throughout the Western 
and Southern states. Meril­
dean made the beautiful 
spoon rack which holds 72 
spoons now, and has room for 
expansion.

The children are all grown 
and no longer live at home so 
rather than let the boy’s 
bedroom sit idle it was 
converted into a den. There 
are shelves to show off 
keepsakes, an antique lamp, 
dishes and tools. Gracing the 
wall is the bobcat that Ginton 
shot. Merildean also put 
together an eyecatching 
string picture of a ship for 
this room. When time per­
mits. the Robbins hope to 
build a large desk and finish 
the cupboards in this room. 

The master bedroom in 
this home is fantastic and is 
beautifully set off by the 
handsome solid walnut bed­
room set which was con­
structed by Merildean. The

City last Thursda thru Satur­
day. Rodney and Jill Morgan 
stayed with their grand­
mother. Mrs. Helen Wilson 
while their parents were 
gone.

Mrs. Laura Bale and Mrs. 
Mary Honey attended Tues­
day morning Bible study 
class at Tina Fox's in 
Nyssa.

Mrs. Laura Bale and Mrs. 
Mary Honey attended Senior 
Citizen meeting at Nyssa, 
Wednesday.

Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Bale 
moved from Rome, Oregon to 
Apple Valley on Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs. Phil Bale- 
visited Mrs. Laura Bale on 
Sunday afternoon.

Dwight Seward accom­
panied George Roth and 
Woodrow Seuell to Burley on 
Sunday evening, where they 
will attend a Co-op Directors 
meeting on Monday.

Mrs. Arlo Hamilton of 
Eugene, Oregon visited 
Thursday thru Sunday with 
her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
William Knox.

Mrs. William Knox and 
Mrs. Hamilton of Eugene, 
Oregon visited Saturday with 
Mrs. Nell Correll. Mrs. Ed 
Sells and her cousin from 
Portland also visited on 
Saturday with Mrs. Correll.

Mr. and Mrs. William 
Anders of Lakeview were 
Sunday afternoon visitors in 
the Waldo Smalley home.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Smalley of Hermiston, Ore­
gon were Saturday visitors in 
the Waldo Smalley home and 
other relatives and friends at 
Ontario.

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Barr of 
Nampa were Saturday eve­
ning dinner guests of Mr. 
and Mrs. David Bay.

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Ma­
thews of Auburn. Wash, 
were Thursday evening visi­
tors in the Lloyd Dibble 
home.

special feature is the jewelry 
closet with a place for 
everything and as Winona 
says. "Hopefully everything 
in its place.“ Lights go on in 
the closets when the doors 
are opened. The bedroom has 
two-way switches so you can 
go to bed. then turn out the 
lights. The beautiful drapes 
are electrically operated from 
this room, as are all the lights 
In the house. You can 
certainly detect the touch of 
Merildean's hand throughout 
the house as he did all the 
wiring, including the drapes 
and all of the wonderful 
special lighting.

Perhaps you are wondering 
if Merildean and Winona 
spend every minute working 
in the home. Well not every 
minute, because this “Jack 
of All Trades.'* is a school 
bus supervisor at the Nyssa 
High School bus garage 
during the day and some­
times early mornings and late 
into the evenings. Winona is 
administrative secretary at 
the Malheur County Mental 
Health and Counseling Cen­
ter in Ontario.

When she isn’t at her 
regular place of employment 
she is always right behind 
her successful husband, but 
really a step ahead thinking 
up another project for his 
“leisure*' time, or handing 
him his tools when he’s 
working on a project.

Her hobbies, besides her 
husband and family, includ­
ing five little grandsons, 
include painting ceramics 
and beautifully done they 
are. There are many on 
display in the home. She also 
makes yarn pictures which 
arc arranged on wood from 
the barn they tore down a few 
years ago. In the back yard is 
a quaint wishing well they 
built from this same barn 
material.

This interesting couple 
with their "Let’s see what we 
can do now" attitude are 
opening their doors during 
the Malheur Memorial Hos­
pital Auxiliary parade of 
Homes this Saturday and I’m 
sure that the old adage, 
“Jack of All Trades and 
Master of None," certainly 
doesn’t apply to these 
friendly people, because 
masters they are when it 
comes to making a house a 
home. Come and see for 
yourselves.

Events Around Adrian
B» M WM

ADRIAN * Those attend­
ing the District Auxiliary 
meeting of the American 
Legion of Vale Saturday 
evening were Mrs. Hilda 
Davis of Ridgeview, Mrs. 
Clara Holly. Mrs. Sue Ash­
craft and Mrs. Oliver Free) of 
Adrian and Mrs. Rosie 
Martinez of the Owyhee 
Junction. Vale hosted the 
State Representatives of the 
American Legion and the 
Auxiliary. The Vale Post also 
served the dinner.

Mrs. Mabie Piercy, Wayne 
and Louise Piercy of Parma, 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Troxel of 
Parma. Harold Byard of 
Boise, went fishing Wednes­
day at Sheep’s Creek, Nev. 
They had very good luck, 
bringing back eighteen big 
trout.

Mrs. Mabie Piercy and 
Mrs. Edna DeHaven at­
tended Womens Association, 
Thursday afternoon at the 
home of Mrs. Esther Bennett 
in Big Bend.

Mrs. Sue Ashcraft left 
October 21 and went to 
LaCross, Washington where 
she attended the 50th Wed­
ding Anniversary celebration 
for Mr. and Mrs. Earl 
McKee. The McKees ran the 
Adrian cafe a number of 
years ago. When Mrs. Ash­
craft left there, she went to 
Benton City, Wash, with 
Mrs. Keller Letsch and her 
husband and visited them a 
couple of days. They took 
her to Pasco, where she 
caught a buss to Portland. 
There she visited two grand­
daughters and their families. 
She spent a week there. Then 
she went to Madrass, Oregon 
and visited her daughter, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ira Richards and 
two granddaughters and fa­
milies, then returned home 
November 8.

Sunday, Mrs. Sue Ashcraft 
attended the LDS Conference 
at the Nyssa Stake House.

Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Van 
DeWatcr and son Kent of

OUT OF
THE PAST

10 YEARS AGO

Sam Hartley, a farmer in 
the Adrian Soil and Water 
Conservation district, was 
one of eleven outstanding co­
operator nominees to receive 
honors last Thursday evening 
at the awards banquet of the 
18th annual meeting of the 
Oregon Association Conser­
vation Districts. He received 
a walnut plaque, plated with 
gold and inscribed to read. 
“OACD—Oregon Asso­
ciation of Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts—1966 
—Outstanding SWCD Co­
operator—Area 11—Sam 
Hartley."

• • •
Elwin Francis McCrady, a 

1963 graduate of Nyssa High 
School and former National 
Guardsman, is now in train­
ing with the Green Beret 
Special Forces at Ft. Leonard 
Wood, Missouri. He is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. E.L. 
McCrady, enlisted in the 
U.S. Army and left by plane 
from Boise on August 28 this 
year. He recently completed 
basic training at Ft. Polk. 
Louisiana.

20 YEARS AGO

Construction of approaches 
for the new bridge across the 
Snake River at Nyssa is 
expected to continue through 
this month with the weather 
being the determining factor 
for a definite shut-down date 
according to Tom Medford, 
superintendent.

All piers have been com­
pleted and crews are now 
working on the approach 
from the Idaho side which is 
expected to be completed this 
winter. If weather permits 
work will begin on the 
Oregon approach before 
operations are halted this 
winter.

Latest reports on the 
arrival of steel for the 
structure are still for March 
delivery and there have been 
no notice of further delays 
because of a recent steel 
strike. Medford said the 
bridge will be completed next 
summer if all materials are 
delivered.

• • •
Fannie Eaton of Williams­

burg, Michigan, and J. 
Maurice Corey of Nyssa were 
married November I at the 
home of the groom at 107 
Reece Avenue in Nyssa with 
the Rev. Paul Ludlow per­
forming the ceremony.

Mr. and Mrs. Corey are 
making their home in Nyssa. 
Mr. Corey was an employe at

Caldwell were Sunday eve­
ning visitors of Mr. and Mrs. 
Carl Begeman in Adrian.

Saturday evening, Mrs. 
Mabie Piercy, Mrs. Bill 
Toomb and Mrs. Jim Phifer 
had dinner at the new 
Country Kitchen in Ontario. 
They later attended a movie, 
“The Other Side of the 
Mountain.”

Last Monday, Mrs. Mabie 
Piercy and Mrs. Bill Toomb 
went to Weiser and attended 
the funeral of Virgil Raney. 
He was Jo Thomas' brother. 

This Christmas, give a Moen gift that will give years 
of pleasure. Choose Pulsation, the entirely different 
shower that envelopes you In cascades of pulsating 
water, in either hand shower or shower MORN 
head model. Or for the most comfortable 
standard shower, give the Moenflo De­
luxe Shower Head.

ZIMMERMAN
Plumbing & Heatfog

17 North 2nd. St. Nyaaa, Oregon 97913 Phone 372-3911

the Journal prior to his 
retiring.

30 YEARS AGO

An estimated kill of 50,000 
pheasants was made by 
hunters in Malheur County 
during the open season that 
extended from October 19 to 
November 3, with bag limit of 
eight cocks a day and a 
possession limit of eight 
allowed, the state game 
commission announces. An 
unprecedented number of 
transient hunters took advan­
tage of the good hunting 
available.

At 11 a.m., Saturday
morning, November 23, an 
unfamiliar hum will be heard 
at 1450 Kc on the radio sets 
of Nyssa. The hum will be 
then promptly substituted by 
the strains of the National 
Anthem and a few seconds 
later there will be a strange 
voice saying “good morning’ 
citizens of Snake River 
Valley, you are for the first 
time listening to the Voice of 
the Snake River Valley, 
KSRV. 1450 on your dial, 
located two miles north of 
Ontario. Oregon.”

Managed by Gordon Capps 
KSRV has at present serving 
as the nucleus of the staff; AI 
Corwin, head announcer; 
John Powell, assistant an­
nouncer; John Powell, assis­
tant announcer; Chuck Har­
land, chief engineer; Ted 
Loud, news reporter, and 
Velma Morton, secretary.

40 YEARS AGO

Nyssa has a new hospital 
with the establishment of a 
nursing home this week by 
Mks. Tom Dixon in the 
Herman Towne house. Mrs. 
Dixon has been doing nurs­
ing for Dr. J. J. Sarazin and 
is a competent nurse, it is 
said.

The Towne house has been 
fixed up to take care of 
several patients with three or 
four rooms on the first floor 
devoted to rooms for patients 
while the Dixon family have 
fixed living quarters in the 
basement.

• • a
Remodeling work at the 

Nyssa Pharmacy is now 
competed, with Mr. McCoy 
now having one of the nicest 
drug stores anywhere in the 
territory. Lon Root was in 
charge of the remodel work 
and was assisted by Mr. 
Neson.

• • •

The hay price in this 
vicinity was set at $6.50 per 
ton last week when over 600 
tons was sold in the 
Kingman Kolony district at 
this price.

• • •
Issues for 50 and 60 years 

ago are missing from our 
files.
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