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Salem Scene
With the sound of tine die 

gavel* still echoing faintly in 
Capitol corridor*, prepara­
tion* already have begun for 
the 59th biennial session of 
the State Legislature In 
Salem.

Although it won’t convene 
until the morning of Monday 
Jan. 10, groundwork i* being 
laid and two recent develop­
ment* highlight prepara­
tion*.

The first was announce­
ment of interim committee 
assignment* those special 
legislative panels that study 
problem area* between ses­
sion* and recommend legisla­
tion intended to provide 

by Jack 7lmmarm*n 

bents should also serve to 
make legislative hopeful* 
painfully aware of what lie* 
ahead in the event they are 
elected to serve.

Any new candidate figur­
ing all he ha* to do is spend 
four or five month* in Salem 
during a regular session 
every two years Io fulfill hi* 
legislative duty should re­
consider hi* candidacy.

Oregon lawmaker* spend 
closer to five or six months at 
regular session* these day* 
and nearly half of their time 
on legislative duties during 
interim period*.

They become ombudsmen 

for their constituent* before, 
during and after regular 
session*. Because no state 
agency wants to run afoul of a 
lawmaker, there is a marked 
tendency to comply with a 
Legislator’s request for 

action In behalf of a consti­
tuent. And even the tiniest 
favor makes an avid support 
er of the constituent on the 
receiving end.

Of course, there are 
requests to speak before 
Chambers of Commerce, 
civic and fraternal organiza­
tions, Invitations to attend 
social event* and so on. 
These are difficult to avoid 
because they too provide 
between-session exposure 
and enhance chance* of 
success at the polls

And then there’» alway* 
the possibility of having to 
attend a special session to 

solve some emergency prob 
lem.

Bui interim committee 
activity is likely the most 
taxing on a lawmaker’s time 
between sessions. During the 
current interim some 25 
special panel* of one type or 
another already have been 
announced. Every lawmaker 
has at least one assignment 
and many have several.

The Emergency Board, for 
example, meets monthly 
between sessions. These 
always are at least two-day 
meetings. Depending on the 
extent of investigatory busi­
ness any interim panel 
tackles, member* should 
count on at least two full days 
of work per month for each.

Kight now there are eight 
regular legislative interim 
committees created during 
the 58th session. There are a 

couple of Task Forces. There 
are six Statutory Committees 
and another nine Statutory 
Committees with legislative 
participation and some lay 
members.

Senate President and 
House Speaker have some 
official or ex-officio capacity 
on almost every committee 
and some Legislators serve 
on as many as eight or nine 
individual study panels.

Two thing* become ob­
vious. First, there isn’t really 
much time for an Oregon 
lawmaker to spend on a 
fulltime job or even with his 
family. And second, all this 
activity feeds on itself to 
produce more laws, more 
state-finance programs of 
one sort or another, a 
burgeoning bureaucracy to 
administer all of these 
government functions - and 

in the long run more taxes, 
licenses, fees and special 
charges to run the show.

Expenses of each succeed­
ing Oregon Legislature grow 
apace with an expanding 
biennial budget. Costs for 
recent legislative sessions 
have run about one per cent 
of the General Fund budget. 
That would put the cost of the 
current Legislature some­
where near $11 or 12 million.

And the more programs 
undertaken, the greater the 
pressure for annual sessions. 
Only the Governor can now 
call a special session of the 
Legislature but voters next 
year will again have an 
opportunity to change the 
Constitution to permit law­
makers to call themselves 
into session.

Critics say such a step 
likely would produce annual 

sessions and the next step 
would be a continuous 
session -- operating like the 
U.S. Congress. And cost* 
would zoom upward in a 
similar manner.

In 1954 Congress employ­
ed 4.500 people with a 
budget of M2 million. In 1975 
Congress employed 16,000 
individuals and had a budget 
of $328 million. That’s a 
boost of 256 per cent in staff 
and 681 percent in budget.

Ten years ago the Presi­
dent of the Oregon Senate 
employed two secretaries 
during the session and an 
administrative assistant for 
part of the session. When the 
session ended, he closed the 
office.

Today the offices of leader­
ship of both Houses bustle 
with activity year-round.

Special administrative. 

legal, research and fiscal 
offices of the Legislature find 
their workload diminishes 
little during the interim.

The U.S. Senate recently 
passed a resolution authoriz­
ing each Senator to hire a 
maximum of three committee 
assistants at a salary not to 
exceed 133,975. Oregon Sen­
ators and Representatives 
aren't authorized to be that 
spendy yet. But as their work 
increase* the pressure for 
additional assistance will 
grow apace.

Where all this leads isn’t 
guesswork. The trend toward 
more legislation creates more 
government More govern­
ment means more work for 
lawmakers and more pres­
sure for fulltime, professional 
legislators, who can afford to 
spend all their time on the 
job.
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