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Whatever Happened To
The Light BiN?

We used to refer to the

monthly charge from the
electric company as the
light bL"™" Lighting now

represents a relatively small
percentage of electrical use
Unfortunately in many arcas
the Light bill s no longer
“light.”" There is no good
short answer to the guestion
“why?

years  utility
companies had a record of

For many

the average unit price coming
of the reasons
being advancing technology
which made

down, one

converson of
basic fuels to electric power
more efficient. Because elec
inc energy has been known
as a Nexible, versatile form of
cCnergy increased use has
forced electnic utidity  com
panies to build larger and
larger power supply facilities
However, at the beginning of
the 1970°s inflationary pres
sures began to take their toll
Money is short for the utility
companies (as it is  for

consumers). Consequently
the rates must go up. At the
same time progress in
extracting more clectnc en
ergy from the basic fuels
difficult  as

technical limitatons showed

'\I'l‘lﬂl!'\ maore

advances in efliciency. There
must be a proper balance
between energy nesds and
environmental goals. The
result should be sound
cost/benefit ev

Evidence that greater and

aluatons

greater reliance on electncity
"h'll[ll’"‘ \H"\rrl?ll\ ciam
ples  of switches over
substitute
energy forms in
can be found
With substantial numbers of
new  homes,
new babies, more and more
families are improving their
through
electric  labor  savers and
conveniences. We watch this
growth in electnc use; adding
OO0 new customers in 1974

clectric power to
for other
short supply

new families

living standards

Yet we hear about people
who say no new power plants
are needed.

Meanwhile, the homeow
ner is concerned about her
Energy Dollar. ldaho Power
would hke to help you get the
greatest benefit of electri
('lll'l’“\
visor, | will be happy to visit

As residential ad

your home and discuss vour
heating and cooling systems
and how they might be
improved for efficiency (it
doesn’'t matter what kind of
energy you use). Perhaps we
can discuss vour insulation
and see if 1 is adeguate
Weather stripping and caul
king are
how valuable it is! Discussion
on the Wise Use of Energy in
heating, cooking, refrigera
tion and appliances are
always in
local ldaho Power office lor a
free appomtment with an
Energy Advisor. They are
happy to make your acquain
tance
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