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Secretary of Agriculture 
To Visit Tussock Area

Secretary of Agriculture Earl 
L. Butz will take a personal 
look at the tussock moth infes­
tation in northeastern Oregon 
and southeastern W ashington on 
Friday, August 31.

This is the first time a Ca­
binet officer will have visited the 
area where many thousands of 
acres of forest have been ra­
vaged by the insect.

Regional Forester Theodore 
A. Schlapfer, Forest Service- 
USDA, said Secretary Butz will 
go by helicopter from La Grande 
into the tree-killed area for an 
on-the-ground inspection. Ear­
lier this month, AssistandSec- 
retary of Agriculture Robert 
W, Long visited the region.

Woman Veterans 
Reminded of Th«ir 
G.l. Bill Rights

Portland, Ore. (August 25, 
1973)--Henry G. Helmstetter, 
acting director of the Veterans 
Administration regional office 
in Portland, reminded women 
veterans today that they are en­
titled to the same benefits as 
their male counterparts under 
the G.l. Bill.

Helmstetter estimated that 
there are more than 2,000 wo­
men from the state of Oregon 
who have served with 
med forces since the 
the Korean Conflict.

“The new ’bill of
equalizes VA benefits for wo­
men veterans, allowing them to 
receive additional G. 1. Bill 
payment for their husbands and 
making VA dependents’ educa­
tional assistance, death pen­
sion, and G. I. home loans avai­
lable to widowers of women ve­
terans on the same basis as 
for widows of men who served 
in the military,” the VA di­
rector explained.

Helmstetter added that hus­
bands of women veterans totally 
and permanently disabled by 
service-connected 
are eligible 
assistance.

Nationwide 
more than a
men veterans. They comprise 
nearly two percent of the na­
tion’s total veteran population. 
More than half served during 
World War n.

Of the 537,000 total, 16,000 
served during the Spanish- 
American War and World W ar 
I, 307,000 during World War 
II; 74,000 during the Korean 
Conflict; 57,000 between the Ko­
rean Conflict and the beginning 
of the Vietnam Era on August 
5, 1964, and 83,000 during the 
Vietnam Era.

the ar- 
end of

rights’

The trip to La Grande is part 
of a ten-day visit to Western 
states by Secretary Butz and 
his top assistants. Secretary 
Butz has moved Department of 
Agriculture office operations 
to the University of California 
at Davis until September 2 in 
order for him and other USDA 
officials to make visits to Ari­
zona, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, 
Nevada, Texas, Utah. Wash­
ington, and Wyoming in addition 
to California and Oregon.

On August 30, the Secretary 
and his party will make visits 
to Spokane, Wenatchee, Seat 
tie, and Olympia, before goin; 
to La Grande and Portland

Purposes of USDA-West an 
(1) to examine Department pro. 
grams and activities, (2)repor 
to the people, and (3) discus; 
with farmers, consumers, ant 
the general public wavs to im­
prove Department of Agricul­
ture services.

Agriculture Secretary Butz 
will hold news conferences al 
La Grande airport at 9 45 a.m. 
August 31, immediately after 
viewing the tussock moth in­
festation, and at Portland In­
ternational Airport at 11:15a.m 
the same morning. Approximate 
time for the news conferences 
will be 20 minutes in La Grand, 
and 25 minutes in Portland. The 
La Grande session will be in 
the parachute loft at the Fo­
rest Service smokejumper cen­
ter. In Portland, the news meet­
ing will be in the press confe­
rence room just above the ter­
minal lobby.

HOUSEWIFE LEAGUE
Housewife Bowling League 

will organize Wednesday, Sep­
tember 5, at 130 p.m at the 
Sugar Bowl. All women interes­
ted please be present or call, 
Marion Danford 372-3525orlala 
Miner 372-3496

Sports Boosters
Meet Tonight

The first fall meeting of the 
Nyssa Sports Boosters Club 
will be held tonight, Thursday, 
August 30 at 7 30 p.m. at the 
high school. All boosters of high 
school sports areencourageat > 
attend this first meeting.

Anterless Deer Permits Drawn
Lady luck selected some 

40,000 lucky hunters from 59,- 
786 who sent applications to the 
Game Commission for antler­
less deer permits. The public 
drawing was held Friday, Au­
gust 17, at Game Commission 
headquarters in Portland A 
fair turnout of sportsmen were 
present to witness and help 
with the drawing.

Staff biologist Don Wilt says 
mailing of permits and unsuc­
cessful applications began im­
mediately following the drawing 
and hunters should soon be re­
ceiving them in the mail

Although competition was hot 
for the Alsea. McKenzie, and

other popular units with permit 
applications far exceeding the 
permits available, there still 
remain five areas which were 
undersubscribed. Hunters still 
have an opportunity to obtain 
an antlerless permit forCala- 
pooya Creek(late),Crow,Sixes, 
or 
The 
also 
mils 
with 
are still available.

Wilt rem.nds hunters who re­
ceive an unsuccessful applica­
tion back m the mail, or an ap- 
lication marked “received 
late”, that they mayscratehout

Tioga agricultural areas. 
High Cascades Area was 
undersubscribed and per- 
to hunt there for buck deer 
a forked horn or better

their previous unit choices and 
resubmit the application for any 
of the undersubscribed areas. 
These will be filled on a first 
come, first served basis until 
the permits are

Hunters who 
previously for 
permit may 
a buck tag and
cation that comes with it to 
apply for any of the open units.

gone.
did not apply 
an antler less 
still purchase 
use the appli-
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Caftl«m«n's Group M««ts In Portland
The Oregon Cattlemens Asso­

ciation Executive Committee 
will have a breakfast meeting 
7:45 a.m. Friday, August 31 at 
the Imperial Hotel at which 
time the Assistant Secretary of 
Agriculture, Clayten Yeutter, 
Washington D. C., will discuss 
several topics of importance to 
the beef cattle industry, inclu­
ding the beef price freeze. He 
will also discuss the potential 
of northwest agricultural pro­
ducts for exports, according to 
Donald Ostensoe, Executive 
Vice President, Oregon Cattle­
mens Association.

Assistant Secretary, Yeutter, 
was nominated to his position by 
President Nixon last January

and confirmed by the Senate. He 
heads up the Marketing And 
Consumer Division of the USDA. 
Under this division Is the Com­
modity Exchange, Agricultural 
Marketing Service; Food and 
Nutrition Service; Packers and 
Stockyard* Division, and Ani­
mal-Plant Health Inspection 
Service.

The general public is invited 
to this no-host breakfast meal« 
ing in Portland. There will site 
be an opportunity to have a 
question and answer period with 
the Assistant Secretary. Fol­
lowing this breakfast session 
Nm OCA Executive Committee 
will meet

conditions 
for educational

there are now 
half million »o-

Youths In Gun
Safety At Fair

Seven area youth left this 
past weekend to participate in 
the 4-H Gun Safety Marksman­
ship Contest at the Oregon State 
Fair. Dr. M. G. Carney, On­
tario optometrist and 4-H gun 
club leader accompanied Larry 
Zink, Nyssa. John Gunn, John 
Trueax, JoAnne Trueax, Roger 
Jacobs, Steve Garcia and Andy 
Ford all of Ontario; to Salem 
for the competition.

These contestants who are 
4-H gun safety club mem­
bers and have completed the 
Hunter Safety Course will be 
observed during the entire con­
test for unsafe practices and 
unsportsmanlike conduct.

The 4-H gun safety project 
is for boys and girls 11 years 
of age and older. It provides 
an opportunity for youth to de­
velop safe habits with firearms, 
improve their shooting skill, 
and learn about wildlife conser­
vation.

Legislation Extends VA Care
Wide ranging medical legis­

lation, to be effective September 
1, extends Veterans Ad­
ministration medical care to 
certain dependents. gives 
peacetime veterans the right 
to VA medical care and stream­
lines rules on health care de­
livery for the rest of the ve­
teran population.

Donald E. Johnson, Adminis­
trator of Veterans Affairs, said 
that the act (Public Law 93-S2), 
signed by the President this 
month, will upgrade medical 
care for hospitalized veterans 
as well as outpatients by per­
mitting VA the necessary fle­
xibility to deliver the appro­
priate type of care needed in 
each case.

Better staffing is assured by 
several provisions of the act, 
he said. Among them is autho­
rity to provide outpatient me­
dical care for non-service con­
nected conditions when it would 
avoid the need for hospitali­
zation.

In addition to a number of 
administrative provisions, the 
law
—extends eligibility for me­
dical care to the wife or child 
of a person who has a total 
disability, permanent in nature, 
resulting from a service-con­
nected condition, and to the 
widow or child of a person who 
has died at a service-connected 
condition. Care will be provided 
in a manner similar to that in 
which medical care is furnished 
by the armed forces under the 
so-called "CHAMPUS pro­
gram” to dependents and sur­
vivors of active duty and retired 
personnel.
—removes the requirement for 
wartime servioe as a condition 
of eligibility for VA medical 
care.

—liberalizes rules on providing 
VA outpatient or ambulatory 
care. Any veteran who is now 
eligible for VA hospitalization 
can be treated as an outpatient 
as necessary to preclude the 
need for hospital admission. 
—authorizes direct admission 
to nursing homes, at VA ex­
pense, of veterans requiring 
nursing home care for service- 
connected disabilities as stated 
by a VA physician.
—specifically authorizes VA 
outpatient care for all disa­
bilities for veterans with ser­
vice-connected 
ted 80 percent 
ling.
—extends until 
authority of VA to make grants 
assisting the states in construc­
ting nursinghomes for veterans, 
and increases the rate of VA 
participation in these programs 
from 50 to 65 percent.
—provides for the National Aca­
demy of Sciences to study the 
staffing of the VA hospitals and 
report on this subject.
—authorizes VA to carry out 
a more comprehensive program 
against sickle cell disease. The 
agency is currently screening 
patients for the sickle cell trait. 
—extends VA mental health 
service to the families of ve­
terans when it is related to the 
mental health or rehabilitation 
of an eligible veteran.
—provides for pay differentials 
for nurses working other than 
normal duty hours and over­
time.

The complex till, appropria­
tely called the ‘ Medical Om­
nibus Bill” in VA, contains ad­
ditional provisions having to do 
with clarifying authority for 
contracts, reimbursing loss of 
personal articles, performing 
professional services while 
working full time for Va and 
covering other facets of VA me­
dical care.

disabilities ra- 
or more disab-

June 30, 1979,

WE FIX FLATS 
FOR LADY DRIVERS

Bob
FREE

Elliott1—
NYSSA, OREGON

Tire Center


