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the legend of the woodman
and the little stranger

Once gpon & Lume. many
vears ago. thers bved a
wootman and his family o

a little cotitage deep in Lhe
forest
Whes Christmas FEve

came the family sat dowr
o &4 meagre meal DUl thelr
spirits were rich with grat
tuge that they had anvihing
o eal. and a roof over therr
beads against the snow
slormn raging outside Thes
were grateful too, for the
fire burnung brskiv n the
Erate

As they were partaking
of thelr thun soup there was
# pentie knock o

Whe WOnoe?
the wooudmar
o s8¢ uUSs O SUCT
ght But he opened
door letung the snowf
blow 1In There stood a child
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pale and Ured and stuvermg
i ragped ciothes The fam
thy guuckly brought hum n
put warm, ary ciothes on
um and gave hum some hot
soup and bread Then the
woodman § wile a Xindly
soul. penlly put um Lo bed
on the col where her son
usually siept

After 2 ume the whole
amily went 1o bed During
the nugnt they were awake
ened DV Lthe sound of sing
ing the most Deautitul
tal oR Morial ears jor
when hev ooked oul the
window Lhey Saw wWas
COmIng rom a choir M
dngels
cenler of
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Awed by the spectacle
the woodman and s family
knew at once that the little
visitor was the Christ Child
anc bowed In reverence

Breaking a branch from a
fir tree the Child set it o
the ground saying “Be
Cause of vour goodness lo
thes branch will be-
come 2 tree It will always
be green and will bear frust
at Christmas and vou will
alwavs biessed with
Vv 4l tha! season
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And so every Christmas
after that. the woodman
and hus family enjoved dels-
cious runl heaped hugh on
thelr tabie, the gift of the
‘hrist Child

Why the
Christmas

Tree Wears

most Deloved
tories s about the little
Jer:s and now Uhev belped
 § N+ L
rding to the old tale
e Christmas morming af-
ter the tree had been
nmed. it reposed there
n a £ gy awaiung the
1l
- -r - use g'ﬂ
Mma a4 NEw Das spigers
Uriou reatures that thev
€. they wanted Lo see the
VEely Lree, Lox not just
- ¢ r hut e rle
e oy Jutl up 1ose
b they rept al over it
uni iney nad atisfied
5t - ompietely that

arr . .

It's that time of year when homes are aglow with
festive decorations and sounds of Noel fill the

a time to pause and think of our

many wonderful friends. Merry Christmas to everyone!

Nyssa Co-op Supply

When the Christ Child
rame to bless the tree, he
realized that the mother of
the household would be dis-
maved So He touched the

e and thev all turned
Suiver
Ever since that time

Christmas trees are hung
with shining tinsel

Shining icicles are also
part of the pretty Christmas
pacture Another old story
gIves a reason -

One wintry night the | mas
Christ Child was wandering ican boyvs and girls
through a forest. It was xing of
cold and he knew he must _—

find shelter for the night
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The trees were bare But a
4dla mav DC acar
pine tree with low-hanging | o = "
oD 4nima 1
branches offered some pro !
The pehats sus-
lection from the wind \ |
pended by 2 rope tha
When the pine tree. with can ruise or lower o

iis prescience that is known Each child
nly to God, realized it was
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caring for the Christ Child | eon three chances 1
tears of joy fell from jts |* POKe & the piata wih
branches As they fell they | —
roze 1mo icicles Wher oroRes
: the pmnata cicases a2 |
in the morning the pine Baasne o _", icious \
tree had been transformed ‘ fruits. sweets. nuts _,-,;
into a wvision of dazzling “‘ tovs |
hril . ' ] ]
brilliance ) The children scrab- J
And that is why at Christ bie 10 claim as many ]

with ic icles
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Jov to the world, it is the
season of Christ’s birth, rich
in love and peace. We wish you a
full share of holiday joy.

Grateful thanks to all.

HOME DAIRIES
OF OREGON, INC.

a Spanish Sndian miracle play

Los Pastores. a Spanish
Indian play. s given In
Texas each year It is given
by every-day people who
work for a living, and find
time to act at odd hours

The rehearsals take place
secretly in someone § back
vard and the play 1s
performed in someone s
back vard unpublicized
unheraided The objective
15 that no one shall see the
miracle play just from
mere curiosity . spirituality
1s the ramson d etre

Introduced into Mexico
by Spanish monks it is
given from Christmas to
Candiemas by an amateur
group gathered by invita
tion from house to house

The scene at one end of
the vard an altar of wood
covered with black sateen
the background for the
manger scene On the steps
the family's prize posses
sions., while above ceilings
are decked with rose
entwined crepe paper In
the center of the lowest
step s the Christ Child, a
life-size doll. placed on a
platier of colorful candies
nearby are creatures of the
Manger, of odd sizes and
shapes

Opposite this scene. at
the other end of the vard is
a tent with volcanoes, dev

s, fire From it “live dev
ils" emerge
S
{0}
40§
"
"
| \
1',’ = i)

=
“'f‘_‘-’l'

-

When the play begins. a
girl comes out, dressed as
an angel, and reciles Then
come shepherds, in pink
coats with tinsel braud, a
beaded valise over the
shoulder, hung on broac red
ribbon. The shepherds car-

ry gaily ornate staffs and
chant a song which goes on
and on_ Behind them, Ermi
tano, which as his name
suggests, is a hermil he 15
a comic character, and
represents the good of the
world. the soul on Iis
earthly journey Sometimes
the Archangel Gabriel ac
companies him

Behind hun come seven

devils, six in sequinned
black and masks of ani
mals, and

then Satan in

bright red; all wear spark.
lers in their caps

There is no formal end to
the performance The dev.
ils are vanguished, and the
shepherds kiss the Child A
wild Indian enters and 3
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fight ensues. He iy over.

come
Child Then all
and slowly
altar and pay respects (o
the Child Candy and food
are offered

solemnly

and he kisses the

approach the -

Good friends, good times - all
the bounty of the Season to you!
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As this year comes to a
close, we want to express our
thanks for your loyal patronage

and our wish that your Christmas

will be the most joyous you

have ever known . .
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