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An old Spanish
L.egend! San Frollan

of thhe YWilderness

Many years ago a pilgrim
monk, Brother Froilan,
came to live in the wilder-
ness. With him he brought
an old rug for protection
against the elements, some
packets of healing herbs
and seeds for growing
Around his waist hung his
crucifix, and a short-bladed
Damascan sword

His neighbors were the
remnants of the Germanic
tribes, all pagans, believing

in gods of wood, stone and
sacrifice

With one of the few gold
pieces he had brought he
purchased a small gray
donkey, which became his
companion and friend, as
well as his beast of burden
This was his only friend
among the hostile families
nearby with whom he could
not communicate by the
spoken word
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goodies galore and everything nice
all in the happy spirit of Christmas.
thanks for

Sincere vour patronage.
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Only the children treated
him kindly. They loved to
watch him sit by the fire
take his knife and carve
some small animal which
they knew — a goat, a calf,
a shéep, even a wolf or fox,
traditional enemies

As the months went by,
the older pedple began to
trust him; they began to
share language, and he read
to them the story of Christ-
mas and some of the teach-
ings of Jesus from the bre-
viary he carried at all
times. Even in Latin the
stories had a rhythm and
cadence they could enjoy
Put the monk knew that the
tribesmen did not really
identify with the meaning
of his stories. The children
seemed to be the only hu-
mans who warmed to his
spirit

Brother Froilan pondered
how he could reach the
minds and souls of the older
foik. Out of a quiet mind he
summoned what might be
the answer: through the
wooden figures he made -
things these people could
see, louch, feel

The little animals he
carved represented that
first Christmas. Perhaps he
could also carve angels,
shepherds, kings from the
East perchance even
the Holy Family' Then he
could indeed bring a Christ-
mas to his neighbors which
they could truly take to
their hearts

Thus the monk began
fashioning the other figures
of the first Christmas, and
he told the story to the
children as he carved the
figures. The children, de-
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The figure of Santa thal
Nast drew in 1863, and per
haps earlier, has proved Lo be
the definitive one, and even
today the figure as drawn by
Nast appears occasionally on
Chnristmas greelings

‘“‘strange’’ stories to tell.

Even in the rain they came
He was weaving the threads
of truth

The children made a
small spread for the tiny
Jesus figure. The older peo-
ple brought offerings of
food to the monk for his
evening meal

Nast's image of Santa was
extraordinary says Mrs
Jeannette Lee, director of
deslgn at Hallmark

“He gave Santa many of
the qualities that have en-
deared him to children ever
since, and we wouldn't dream
of tampering very much with
them today

Nast first credited Santa
with keeping books on good
and bad children, having a
Christmas toy workshop and
reading letters sent to him
by children

Brother Froilan was
deeply grateful to the heav-
enly Father for showing
him a way to these people’s
hearts and perhaps to
a better way of life, through
Christmas
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Across the ages shines the wonder of a
Holy Night. May the true meaning
of Christmas make your holiday bright.
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On this joyous day, may ‘

you be blessed with ]
love, peace and
happiness.
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This earliest Santa was
different from any artist's

creations up till then. He was
shown wearing and
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A later moving
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Nast illustration featured a
soldier's Christmas home-
coming

Born in 1840 in the tiny
hamlet of Landau, Bavaria

Nast probably pictured Santa
as the long-imagined Saint
Nicholas of his childhood

Albert Bigelow Paine, a
friend and admirer of Nast
sald the artist often revealed
to him his love of the Santa
illustrations. He later wrote
in his biography of the car
toonist

‘His own childhood in far-
off Bavaria has been meas-
ured by the yearly visits of

St. Nicholas and the

girlhood of the woman who
was to become his wife
iSarah Edwards of New York)
was intimately associated
with brilliant and
celebrations

‘Nast’s children later re-
called there was always a
multitude of paper dolls
marvelously big and elabo-
rate, a race long since be-
come extinct

‘And these the artistic
father more than half a
child himself at the Christ
mMAas season arranged In
processions and cavalcades
gay pageants that marched

Joyous

<'merry Christmas

Throughout the land. the season
spreads its warmth and happiness
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us — your good friendship and loyal patronage.
And among your gifts, please count our renewed
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pledge to serve you faithfully in time to come,
I'he crunch ol snow beneath vour teet .

and our heartiest Christmas wishes. happy taces around the hearth .. voung
votces singing Christmas carols these

are the jovs of the season we wish to vou!
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