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After a While 'Officers Start to Look Human'

Trainee’s View of Army Life:
You Get a Little Lonely a

(This article was written by Mac Bowe of the Mercury staff at ¢
San Jose, Calif.. and is reprinted in the Journal as it appeared in
the March 15, 1966, issue of the Mercury. The item concerns Nys-
san Michael (Mike) McGinnis, son of Glenn and Faye Mettlen Mc-
ginnis, and as told to Bowe it gives the youth's impression of a re-
cruit's beginning days in the U.S, Army. Mike is now a corporal.

Rurc;l Reporter
Tells Recent News
In Oregon Trail

By Alberta Tyner

in 3aker.) .
FORT ORD — “When
get in the Army you think officers
are beasts—inhuman.”
Tall Michael McGinnis smiled
The 21-year-old buckaroo from
Nyssa, Ore., has completed his
basic training and is assigned to
the reception center of the Army’s
big West Coast training center
“By the time you finish basic
(eight weeks basic training) you
realize those officers are people

vou first

just like you and me,” McGin-
nis drawled.
McGinnis finished the “long,

long” basic training, coping with
the usual problems of a civilian

thrown suddenly into military
life. He faced some unusual prob-
lems too.

“My biggest problem was learn-
ing how to communicate. I'm a
loner. I spend all of my summers
on the range alone . breaking
horses and herding cattle. T didn't
know how to talk to people when
I first got here.

McGinnis’ first impression of
the Army when he stepped off
the bus at the reception center
here was a drill sergeant, the
soldier with the old-fashioned
campaign hat who took charge
immediately.

It is an impression which is still
with McGinnis. Everywhere he
goes he sees drill sergeants — by
his own admission — “the best
soldiers there are.”

McGinnis’ first four days in the
Army were taken up with “recep-
tion" or processing the new re-
cruits.

The first thing was a 15-

minute lecture telling the re-

Toward the end of the story it tells of his being engaged to a girl
near his home town. She is Darlene Dowdry, whose mother resides

cruits what to expect during
those first days.

Then came masses of tests, pre-
liminary clothing and
bedding, shots, pills, assignment
to a 48-man platoon and talks on
the various phases of military life

These include regulations per-
taining to visitors, military cour-
tesv, facilities offered by the Red

I issues of

Cross and a talk by the station
chaplain. Lectures on recogniz-
ing wvarious diseases, including

meningitis follow

On the third day of process-
ing the recruits receive a par-
tial pay of $25 for cigarettes,
toilet articles and other neces-
sities.

More tests and tentative classi-
fication into jobs to which re-
cruits will be assigned after train- ,
ing complete the final day

Finally, on the fourth or fifth
day, recruits are taken to their
company areas.

Training starts almost imme-

MIKE McGINNIS
« « « Interviewed by Newsman

diately with drills, lectures on . *

military courtesy and physical “It took me days, however, to
training. learn how to run. I've spent most
“It's hard at first to get used o©of my life on horseback. I had to

work for days to get Into condi-
tion to run.”

Running
the

to the discipline,” McGinnis zaid
“Especially if been used

to making your own decisions.”

_\'UL&"\'('

15 important, too

By the end of his first week, Take gruelling bayonet
McGinnis was getting his intro- |course where recruits scamper
duction to basic rifle marksman- | over walls, leap ditches and run

ship. Ultimately he reached the on log time

“marksman” category th [ ts at
McGinnis had a headstart in

many categories of training. Qualifving time is 3 minutes

Overnight hikes for a man used
to spending his time on the
range were no problem.

15 seconds
“That’s the longest time and
the longest course there is,”

McGinnis said.

. OREGON TRAIL David and
t lrst Marilyn Smith of Halfway arrived
March 15 to spend Spring vaca
. tion with Mr. and Mrs. Frank
. ; F Byers. The children’s parents, M
TR Sy s and Mrs. Howard Smith, arrived
" Friday and were weekend guests
Sunday dinner guests in the Byers
residence were Mr. and Mrs. Joh
Sommers of Caldwell, Mr. and

Mrs, Jim Farmer
March 17 evening guests in the

Klaas Hart home were
and Mmes Kl.l..l\ Laan
and Minard Hart

Dorothy Shaw and Nina Lowe

Messrs
Luit Stam

called Monday on Mrs. Minard
Hart The Hart couple visited
Sunday afternoon at the Blaine

Hooper home in Boise
Scouts Take Fishing Trip

Nathaniel Ashby took members
of Boy Scout Troop 438 to Owy

hee reservoir on a fishing trip
They left Friday and returned
Saturday.

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Dail and
!’.m1.l_\' visited Wednesday evening
of last week with Mr. and Mrs
Jim Farmer,

Billie Viers
March 17 with
Mrs. Glenn Brown and Eugene at
tended the Reece-Corak wedding
and reception Saturday evening

Ethel Lay of Pavette and Fran
Kratzburg are residing
at the former L. G. Holmes place

Mrs. Alfred Adams and Richard
visited March 17 at the Wayne
Adams home in Payette

of Coos

Colleen

ces now

Guests in Seuell Home

Mr. and Mrs. M. C. Seuell of
Connell, Wash., Mr. and Mrs. Er-
nest Seuell and Lois of Big Bend
ind Mrs. Edith Whipple were Sat-
irday dinner guests in the Wood-
row Seuell The M. C
Seuells were overnight guests

Jeanie Seuell, who is attending
college at Corvallis, and Peggy
Seuell, a student at Monmouth

are spending spring vacation with

home

their parents, Mr. and Mrs. Wood
row Seuell and family

Mrs. Allen Benoit and Brian
were Saturday guests in the Ed

Tyner home

\
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' stricted
areas

Go ahead.

Call now.
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\/ S IATABLES

to

spread of

the militar

Since then. by medical treat-
ment and a restricting move-
ment of men, the Army has
practically eliminated menin-
gitis at Ft. Ord. make buck

There are no leaves during the
first eight weeks

“You get a little lonely,” said

WEEDS FOR

That's because
to company and training
reduce

meningitis

Y.

Then there's learning how to ‘Mrs. Marvin Udlinek and chil-
crawl under low -strung barbed dren called March 15 on Karen
When you can’t wire, infiltration courses and drill,
drill, drill McGinnis, who is engaged to a
m “The Army?" McGinnis asked. girl near his home town. ‘“My
hug hi ’you Can ‘Oh, it's a good life. Sometimes people are a little far away to
I think s just one big j.lr:'.h]v-! isit."”
Wl‘ap yOllI' heat‘t s of confusion but t \ Eventually, vears and years af-
t's just me who's confused some- ' ter those first days at the recep
arollnd hiS VOiCC times and doesn't und tand.” tion enter raduation dav ar-
Recreation is pretty restricted | rives
. . 2 during basic training and consists Companvy after comp 18
. 1 - ool a ning and pa I npany |1
"lt“] a In)“g DIBKCIch‘.G generally of television, games, massed on the battalion parade
i | books or whatever can be devised | grounds. Many of the recruits are
(*;11_', in the company area wearing their “greens” for the

first time

Here awards are passed out.
McGinnis received highest over-
all training score award for his

‘basics” are re-

the possible

Two years

ago the disease swept through| company.
the base, striking 95 soldiers or Then, to the tune of marches,
p{.{sp}g- ;')rr‘.".?'}l_'»' connected with | the “graduates” pass in T("'-'il'\'-'

battalion commanders and
the post’s commanding

past
usually
general

McGinnis?

“Oh, I might ‘re-up’ if I can
) ! sergeant by the time
my two years are over. The
Army's a pretty good life if you
can get some rank.”

SALE?

(That's $100.00 a ton)

What do they cost in alfaifa?

Eliminate costly weeds with BUTOXONE post-
emergence weed killer. Butoxone controls broadleaf weeds
—even Canada Thistle, Bindweed and Lambsquarters —in
alfalfa and other forage legumes. It allows you to produce
more tons of hay from established stands. .. permits first
year stands to yield a good crop of hay the first year!
BUTOXONE eliminates need for a nurse crop. BUTOXONE
Is a wise investment in greater production, greater profit.

CHIPMAN CHEMICAL CO., INC.

Aok youn dealer

or contact

pCONTROL

WEED

3

6200 N.W. St. Helens Road . . . Portland, Oregon
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College Students Arrive 1o Spend o
Spring Vacation With Area Relatives

By Helen Hoffman ® Mr. and M 0, E. Cheldelin
HUENA VISTA Miss Evelvn visited Sunday evening at the
/ Cleaves a tudant at Minman Sherman Wilson home in Apple
Isiness university in Spokane, Valley
“The lines actors like best rived Sunday morning to visit Returns From California
. " M V i AT \ onle v
are the ones in frond of L - 1 nt ' ,\“ . b i ! ’ M1 Lester Cleaver recently
(L 1AY I'"l(‘- - e I.I_I At Al ihe Cieaver returned home from San f"l.lll
’ vere Sunday dinner guests at the isco wher he attended a work-
T r Phillip .‘.--'r-. near Parma hop ot ivenile protection. While
ATTEND FUNERAL RITES Evelyn returned Monday morning | in the Bay area, Mrs, Cleaver
A Chet Bown A nd M to Spokane Iso visited her brother, 1'.||-T.|II\
Jim  Malloy cturned Saturday Nathan Orr and family at Beal
evening from Canvonville where Vi Mary Jo VanZelf recently Air Force base
they attended funeral services fo irrived home from Eastern Ors Mr., and Mrs. Donald Knowles
the latter’'s brother, Guy MoeGet 11l in La Grande to spend | and family of Oakridge arrived
ng vacation with her parent March 14 to visit his parents, Mr
VISIT IN BEAVERTON Mr. and Mt William VanZelf ind M1 Alonzo Knowles, other
Mr. and Mrs. Vie Haburchak elative ind friend They re
ind family visited several davs Mr. and Mrs. Leon Besendorfer | turned home Sunday, March 20
last week with a niece, Mr. and | and infant son of Portland and ,
M ind M Willn it anc
Mrs. Michael Weber and family | Mi Ann Cleaver who attends 'n ]I-\ II.( “”: awrio I. ::Hlih._‘,:” Ir‘:
at Beaverton OSU in Corvallis, arrived Friday afternoon with Mr. and Mz Man
maorning to visit the women's cel Bi hop and famiiy
VISIT NYSSA PARENTS parents, Mr. and Mrs, Lloyd Clea > e M a4
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Rhodes| ver and family. The Besendorfers | 'k." iy Tanner and Mrs. Al
ind Susan and John Beckham left | returned home Monday morning J!“ alter of -.\Il“““. ok L
Sunday for their home in Milton-  while Ann plans to return to ‘;,':'rii"' "_\II d ( "": vell  Friday
Freewater after several days’ visit | Corvallis today (Thursday) NSRRI, S % "“II.'I hey called on
with M Rhodes' parents, Mi Mrs. Lyvdia Ricks., a former resi
and Mrs. A. H Boydell and other Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Hoffman dent of Adrian
latives drove to La Grande on March 164 Mrs, Sillonis Honored
to get their daughter, Glenda, n M Edith Whipple was co-ho
| Wiggins at Ontario. Mrs. Eugene Student at BOC. The Hoffmans |t for a pink and blue shower
| Orr and children were March 16 were accompanied to Baker by  given Friday at the Woodrow
guests of Mrs. Udlinek M Guy Tanner who visited an  Seuell home in honor of Mrs
! el nd aunt Mr and M ke Sillon I Whipple was
Girls Attend Youth Rally v o Wy s rs. | Mike Sillonis. M Vhipple was
Dudley Wright. The foursome re dso a Saturd evening dinner
Jeannie and Patty Neely left turned home that afternoon guest of the Seuell family
Friday afternoon to attend a : . Woighd ’
vouth rally in Garden Valley Party Honors Kim Cleaver Rick, Ronnie and Kathy Nor.
Idaho. The rally was to promote A birthday party honoring Kim | land of Caldwell stayed with
the Pioneers for Christ club. The | Cleaver on his fifth anniversary their nele ind aunt, Mr. and
irls spent Friday ever ing in the v held Monday at the home of 1 |3 i (L] n and fan !\-.
Charles Hartrick home and re- | his parents, Mr. and Mrs. LaVern ;HI”I g oo i
| J 10 Norland, travel o i
turned Saturday afternoon Cleaver - I' e po 'lT \\T" !
Mr. and Mrs. Lovd Adams wers Sunday afternoon guests at the <. vl ey ’ v
. ' . Auam ' . g . tha Norland, who had been visit
Sunday dinner guests at the home of Mrs. Edith Whipple were a5 S R R B iay Sians
Thurman Hill home in Apple Val M Virginia Rookstool, Jeanie : ; . ," -
ley Mrs. John Reffett _;‘"‘“t Sat Kathy, Marvin and Patti Seuell '”n- 'I “f \'.!.l.'.-{ family,
arday in the Adims residense Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Neshitt \;r r\._.r-r..‘ vorland, Mr. and
y lew Plvmouth ere Sundns Mrs. Joe Stepha nd family were
Mr. and Mrs. Rolland Holmes|°f New Plymouth were Sunday | /0 = 0¢ ST EFIRE GUC B8 .
" T afternoon callers at the home of 9Unday evening kUt i at the
took their son, Jerry, to the Don % . Fugene Steph residence
Rovse home Friday to attend their niece and and her husband Fen te e . .
Brad's ninth ann "II'T"\"I" party Mr. and M1 Alva Goodell Jr Mr. and M Claude Day of
Jerry spent the weekend with ™ d family Adrian were Saturday « I(.l.|1:1.f
v Dean Sappe was a recent . linner guest f M Blanche
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Udlinek | night guest at the Alva Goodell Hoffman. M George Folkman
visited Saturday evening with Mr. residence Mied last week on Mrs. Hoffman
aind Mrs Bernard Gammel at Mr. and Mr Bill Richesin and
Parma. Mrs. Udlinek was a March  family isited Friday evening Iournal Classitieds
17 caller in the David Savage with Mr. and Mr Ben Ekanger "
residence ind family Caldwell Brlnq Besults[

QUALITY

FEATURES

and Manufacturing Techniques Make

PRESTOLITE

Your Best Battery Buy!

® Charge Acceptance

The materials and the manufacturing
processes used in the manufacture of
Prestolite Batteries are designed to
provide a high level of charge accept-
ance throughout normal service, to-
gether with high engine cranking abi-
lity.

The result is a battery deliberately
designed with the highest efficiency
both during discharge and while charg-
ing in the car, truck or tractor system

® Reinforced
Positive Plates

“DYNEL” reinforced positive plates
reduce shedding, resist vibration and
increase battery life. (Dynel, Trade-
mark of Union Carbide Company)

® Push-In Vents

A new type vent which is anti-splash
proof. Provides easier servicing of bat-
teries.

® Hard Rubber

Cases and Covers
Not affected by acid and cannot be
matched by any other material to re-
sist damage due to vibration and shock

® Interlocking Grids
Interlocking grid construction holds
active materials more firmly in place,
assuring longer plate life. Plate Past-
ing Machines at Prestolite factories
pack plates with controlled pressure

eliminate variations in plate den-
sity and assure more uniform plate
wear

® Plastic Separators

Plastic separators are one of the long
series of Prestolite modern develop-
ments which result in product im-
provement and increased customer sat-
isfaction. Plastic separators are more
porous and have the lowest resistance
of any commercial separator available
to the industry., This causes lower in-

ternal resistance to charge and dis-
charge, allows the battery to crank
modern high compression engines at

temperatures as low as 20 degrees

and 40 degrees I
® Lead Welded Post Seal
Posts are welded to lead bushings

molded in the battery covers. This
gives a more |ln-1|TI\'|' seal that pre
vents terminal corrosion from acid

eepage

From the Golf Cart and Garden Tractor to the

Biggest Farm Tr

actor . . . There's a

Prestolite Batiery to Fit Your Needs!

B&M EQUIPMENT (0.

1100 Adrian Blvd.
NYSSA .

Phone 372-2239
. . OREGON




