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Origin of the Term '30' Is Credited 
To al Least 18 Sources, Article Says

At least 18 sources are credited with having originated the 
newspaper term “30,” according to an article in an issue of 
the American Press magazine. Any one of them has logical 
reasoning for explaining how the term came into being. The 
galaxy, as published in the magazine includes:

1. In the days before type-* '-------------------------------
writers, XXX (Roman for 30) 
on manuscript copy indicated 
the end of the story.

2. Thirty pica ems was the 
maximum length line used in 
early typesetting machines. Thus 
“30” was the end of a line.

3. “Eighty” means farewell in 
Bengali. An English officer used 
the figures at the end of a letter 
to the East India company in 
1785. Adopting the figures for 
brevity in dealing, the company 
mistakenly made them “30.”
Telegraphers Use "30”

4. The first message sent to the 
central press office during the 
Civil war totaled 30 words. The 
30, together with the words “good 
night,” were placed at the bottom 
of the sheet by the telegrapher.

5. In a wire service office in 
Los Angeles, a Western Union 
telegrapher recalls hearing that 
-30- symbols started with a W.U. 
operator in Morse code days. The 
operator’s name was “THURTY” 
and he signed this to his daily 
file of stories. Other telegraphers 
picked it up and made it “thirty” 
and finally “30.”

6. In the pre-typewriter days 
all newscopy was written in long- 
hand and to indicate clearly the 
end of their stories, writers adopt­
ed a numerical symbol which as 
legend has it was -30-,

7. Another reported source is 
that -30- stemmed from the fact 
that 30 words were just the right 
fit in a stick of type in the days 
when newspaper body type was 
also set by hand.
Add "0” for Neatness

8. The end mark in the early 
days of newspapering was space 
. . . The mark is still used. But 
when typewriters came along, re­
porters found it quicker to hit the 
space key without going to upper 
case. What came out was “3,” 
and to tie it up more neatly they 
added an “0” and -30- was born.

9. When newspaper stories 
were hand - written, “X” meant 
the end of a sentense, “XX” the 
end of a paragraph, “XXX” the 
end of the story.

10. A telegraph operator whose 
number was 30 once stayed at his 
key sending news of a disaster 
long after his assistants had fled 
and until death came to him.

11. Years ago in the West, dis­
patches were delivered by tele­
graph messenger to the newspap­
er office. The office closed at 3 
a.m. and the operator wrote 3 o’­
clock at the bottom of the sheet. 
This was abbreviated to “O,” 
then became “30.”
AP Telegrams Total 30

12. When the Associated Press 
was established each member pa­
per was entitled to 30 telegrams 
a day. Last of the day’s quota 
was labeled “30.”

13. Early telegraph operators 
had a code for conversation asides 
on the wire, such as 1 meaning 
“Wait a minute.” So “30” meant 
“end of item.’

14. The 30 magistrates appoint­
ed by Sparta over Athens at the 
end of the Peloponnesian war 
were called “the 30 tyrants” and 
were overthrown at the end of 
one year. The end of the tyrants 
was heralded as “30.”

15. When the New York Asso­
ciated Press began operations, its 
contract called for a night report 
of 3,000 words. When that amount 
was reached the figure “3000” 
showed. This was finally abbre­
viated to “30.”
Wires Close on Half Hour

16. The use of the term meant 
the end or “that’s all” because 
press wires closed at the half- 
hour mark, the “30” being used 
by operators to designate that 30 
minutes after the hour had been 
reached.

17. It got its start in a daily 
printing office where a certain 
number of pages was the usual 
issue. It took an average of 30 
galleys of type to make up the 
run and each typesetter took a 
galley slug in turn from the fore­
man’s desk. When the one who 
had No. 30 finished his galley, he 
called “Thirty.”

18. Use of “30” dates back to 
an old slug used by journeymen 
in hand-set days and means “fi­
nis” or “it is done.” When men 
worked “at the case, the copy 
was cut into takes and numbered. 
The man with the last take would 
place his “30” slug to indicate 
the article was complete.

There they are, so take your 
pick.

Ii the tick of a dock!

Insurance Institute for Highway Safety

Coming Events ...
Aug. 2, 1:30 p.m. — Oddfellow- 

Rebekah picnic at Owen Gann 
home.

Aug. 3, 9 a.m.—Registration for 
summer band.

Aug. 5, 2 to 6 p.m. — Blood 
drawing at Eagles hall.

Aug. 9, 1:30 p.m. — Nebraska 
picnic in Nyssa south park.

VISIT FROM CALIFORNIA
Mr. and Mrs. Don Eldredge, 

Lynette and Dale of Antioch, 
Calif., are visiting this week in 
the Tom Eldredge home.

SUNDAY EVENING GUESTS
Mr. and Mrs. Klair Simpson 

were Sunday evening guests at 
the Wayne Simpson home where 
they were served homemade ice 
cream.

TRAVEL TO NEW MEXICO
Harold Wilson of Homedale and 

Wilton Jackson traveled to New 
Mexico earlier this week to drive 
back three trucks purchased by 
Ideal Gas and Appliance.

IT'S YOUR LAW

_________________________

FARM BUREAU 
FURROW 
By SCOTT LAMB 

Information Director

Sagebrush Web worm Declared Aid,
Hindrance io Management of Ranges

You No Longer
... go to a barber to have your teeth 

pulled, or cut wheat with a hand sickle

So Get Modern
... shop where tires are a "Specialty" 
not a side line business . ..

Tarter’s Offer You
. . . experience and training in all of 
the latest methods . . .
THE LATEST — in a complete line of 
the ultra modem "High Speed," wrap­
around passenger recaps.
THE LATEST — in truck tire recapping 
... featuring the "full cap" throughout 
the line.

----------- o-----------

WE DON'T HAVE
the cheapest tires in town

BUT WE DO HAVE 
THE FINEST PRODUCTS

MONEY CAN BUY!
----------- o

Stop Soon at—
TARTER’S

NYSSA . . . OREGON

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

AND BENEFICIARIES 
Of the Estate of 

Elizabeth Catherine Moore, 
Deceased.

The First National Bank of 
Portland is indebted upon Sav­
ings Account No. 491 of the dece­
dent above named in the total 
amount of $4,815.37, and is in­
debted upon a checking account 
of the decedent above named in 
the total amount of $3,012.51.

The undersigned was appoint­
ed by the Probate Court of Shaw­
nee County, Kansas, the Execu­
trix of the Estate of said dece­
dent, has qualified, and is acting 
in that capacity. After 90 days 
from the date of first publication 
hereof, the undersigned will re­
quest payment of the said sums.

Any person objecting to such 
payments is directed to give no­
tice in writing to said bank at 
Nyssa, Oregon, that he objects 
thereto.

Helen Ann Mulligan Martin, 
Executrix of the Estate of 
Elizabeth Catherine Moore, 
Deceased.

Date of first publication: July 
30, 1964.

Date of last publication: Aug. 
20, 1964.

THE TRAVELING SALESMAN
Joe Greenriver had been trav­

eling to various towns selling 
magazine subscriptions. At each 
new town he would go from 
house to house selling subscrip­
tions.

He had been selling in Pleas­
antville for a couple of days when 
he was arrested and fined for 
violating a city ordinance which 
prohibited such door to door so­
liciting.

"You can't do this to me," 
screamed Joe. "This ordinance 
violates my rights of free 
speech, free press and my right 
to work. It's unconstitutional!"
Can a city pass an ordinance 

prohibiting uninvited peddlers or 
solicitors from going onto pri­
vate property to sell goods or 
solicit orders?

Yes, said the U. S. Supreme 
Court. Persons seeking private 
gain cannot be permitted, under 
the guise of free speech or right 
to work, to infringe upon the 
rights of others. Such a case calls 
for an adjustment ef*constitution- 
al rights in the light of the par­
ticular living conditions of the 
time and place.

Different communities may 
well call for different laws and 
regulations as to methods and 
manners of doing business. Ev­
eryone cannot have his own 
way but each must yield some­
thing to the reasonable satis­
faction of the needs of all.
Communities can control such 

practices by ordinance. The court 
ruled that this ordinance was 
constitutional.

Joe lost the case.
(Oregon lawyers offer this 

column as a public service.)

SUPPLY-MANAGEMENT 
BY GOVERNMENT CONTROL 
FAILS IN SUGAR INDUSTRY

What has happened in the su­
gar industry is another example 
of bungling bureaucracy in the 
area of supply-management pro­
grams.

Supply-management of the su­
gar industry calls for dividing 
the U. S. market between domes­
tic and foreign producers and 
fixing prices.

Domestic growers are subject 
to acreage allotments and there 
are marketing quotas for pro­
cessors. When the United States 
quit buying sugar from Cuba's 
Castro in 1960, domestic acre­
age restrictions were eased.

Then late in 1962 world sugar 
stocks ran low because of crop 
failures in Cuba and Western 
Europe. In 1963 sugar prices 
doubled.

So in March of that year the 
USDA announced there would be 
no acreage restrictions on sugar 
beets in 1964 and two months 
later they extended the non-re- 
stricted period through 1965. 
Also in May the mainland sugar 
cane crop restrictions were drop­
ped through the remainder of 
1963 and all of 1964.

At the time Charles S. Mur­
phy, undersecretary of agricul­
ture, said, "One of the major 
objectives of the USDA in an­
nouncing that restrictions would 
not be imposed on sugar beet 
production in 1964-65 was to 
encourage the modernization 
and expansion of existing fac­
tories and the enlargement of 
factories now under construc­
tion.”
With domestic growers given 

the green light to produce, the 
response was great. The 1963 
production exceeded by far the 
quotas now applicable to current 
marketings.

While one Murphy expressed 
hope for the expansion of the 
industry, another Murphy said 
the USDA didn’t expect such an 
increase. Said Tom O. Murphy, 
director of the ASCS sugar policy 
staff, “. . . The desire of farmers 
in the U. S. to grow sugar beets 
is startling, even to those in the 
Department of Agriculture who 
felt that they were pretty well 
up on this sort of thing. . . .”

Th» real question, however, 
is whether the administration 
will permit the marketing of 
sugar that domestic producers 
were encouraged to produce 
under a government supply­
management program.
President Johnson has recom­

mended that marketing restric­
tions be suspended for both beet 
and cane sugar for 1964. This will 
take care of production from the
1963 crop, but what about the
1964 and 1965 crops?

President Johnson finds him­
self in an embarrassing position. 
Foreign producers are increasing 
production and he is apparently

LEVI’S
Large Stock of Sizes

Wilson Bros. Dept. Store
NYSSA . . . OREGON

Sometimes a friend, sometimes an enemy, the sagebrush 
webworm (Aroga websteri) has definitely made an impact on 
Oregon range management since its population explosion 
last summer. Ideal environmental conditions in 1963 spurred 
an almost epidemic spread of the insect, said Howard DeLano, 
Bureau of Land Management range specialist.

Field observation this year,* 
however, indicates that the so- 
called webworm—actually the 
larvae stage of the Aroga 
moth — is showing very little 
activity. Aroga larvae has been 
reported in only a few isolated 
areas of eastern Oregon.. These 
recent reports further state that 
much of the affected sagebrush, 
classified as heavily attacked last 
fall, is beginning to show some 
sign of recovery.
Nine Million Acres Infested

DeLano, chief of BLM’s Divi­
sion of Range Management, listed 
some nine million acres in Oregon 
as having been infested by the 
webworm, one million of which 
have a sagebrush mortality rate 
of over 70 percent. Of the latter 
figure, probably more than one- 
half the acreage lies in areas con­
sidered favorable to sagebrush 
eradication.

But, he warned, “in the remain­
ing 500,000 acres the webworm is 
a problem.”

Distinguishing between areas in 
which the insect would be wel­
come and those in which it would 
not, DeLano explained, “In many 
places, the elimination of sage­
brush results in an increase of 
the perennial grasses— valuable 
forage for livestock.
Sagebrush Benefits Some Areas

“In other areas, however, the 
land may be susceptible to inva­
sion by low value or poisonous

plants, which not only yield less 
or possibly harmful forage for 
livestock but also contribute to 
high hazard fire conditions. In 
still other areas sagebrush needs 
protection as it is an important 
part of the diet for deer and ante­
lope.”

Programmed funds will allow 
only limited treatment of areas 
in which the webworm has de­
stroyed most of the sagebrush and 
on which the establishment of 
good perennial grass cover must 
be obtained by cultural means. 
Approximately 169,000 acres of 
BLM lands are in this category 
in Oregon.

DeLano doubts, however, that 
present funds will permit a truly 
significant portion of this land to 
be treated. Cultural and protec- 
t i o n practices needed include 
seeding alone, plowing and seed­
ing. and fencing.

RRACKEN'S 
DEPT. 
STORE
Has the

VISITS FROM COLORADO
Mrs. David iShutts of Colorado 

Springs, Colo., spent a recent 
two weeks visiting her son-in-law 
and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. 
House.

VISIT IN BOISE
Mr. and Mrs. ,Emil Stunz 

ed Friday and Saturday 
relatives in Boise.

Paul

visit- 
with

GUESTS IN CALDWELL
Mrs. Charles Eichelberger, Mrs. 

L. A. Hoalst and Mrs. Frances 
Bates were Tuesday dinner guests 
at the Gary Knight home in Cald­
well.

reluctant to give domestic pro­
ducers a permanent increase in 
their quotas at the expense of 
foreign suppliers.

Largest 
Selection

In the Valley
of

LEVI 
STRETCH 

PANTS
207 Main Street 
Nyssa, Oregon

Nyssa Merc 
Dept. Store 

. . . HAS.. .
MEN'S and WOMEN'S

LEVI’S
■F- STRONG ENOUGH 

For Heavy Work
■F* DRESSY ENOUGH 

For Casual Wear

Here's the
S-T-R-E-T-C-H LEVI’S give when you stoop—sit—twist—bend...

In 75% cotton-25% nylon stretch denim so you never lose it! 
then return to perfect shape every time! 

And how they wear! Only
II


