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Americans Need Offer No Apologies
This newspaper has frequently complained about 

apathv of the voting public and exerted numerous ef­
forts to help create more interest by being critical, by 
appealing to their patriotic duty and by attempting to 
publish news of general public interest.

Apparently most of these efforts have failed, just as 
they have been somewhat ineffective throughout the 
nation.

The reason? We’re not sure, but it could be that 
modern political philosophy does not appeal to rank 
and file American citizens.

Perhaps the American public is sick and tired of 
“special favors” being offered by candidates of both par­
ties. There may be more real Americanism left in the 
rank and file voter of both parties than the politicians 
realize, resulting in subconscious distaste for the prom­
ises, the special privileges and the government funds 
being offered from every quarter.

Both parties for several years have been attempting 
to divide America into two categories: “the poor m an” 
and “the rich man.” Each of those is being broken 
down into categories fitting the politicians’ presumed 
opinion of an area. The poor small business man, the 
poor farmer and the poor wage earner are in the first 
group Where that appeal is being made, the rich man 
is pictured as dishonest, ruthless and detrimental to the 
“poor people.”

We doubt if many farmers, small business men and 
wage earners are desirous of special funds, special tax 
relief, easy loans, ridiculously low' interest rates and 
exemption fmm law’s based on the difference between 
right and wrong.

Most of us want to be able to operate our own business, 
whether it’s a farm, a hamburger stand or our own af­
fairs as a wage earner. We would like to be able to take 
pride in making a fair profit, giving good service and 
observing, the moral integrity that made America the 
greatest nation on earth.

Whenever political leaders of either party ram 
through legislation “to get even” w'ith the big, bad busi­
ness tycoon, all three categories of their imagined “poor 
people” are caught in a tight squeeze. Whenever tax 
funds are made available for “that shot in the a rm ” or 
shifted from the shoulders of one group to another every­
one suffers.

Politicians should get closer to the people and realize 
that only a small minority will proclaim, “We don’t be­
lieve in all this spending and special legislation, hut we 
might as well get our share or someone else will take 
it from us.”

We believe the average person—and wo mean Mr. and 
Mrs. American- would like to get the government, state 
ai’d federal, off their backs. Oregon and the nation is 
becoming socialized more rapidly than you can imagine. 
Any farmer, any wage earner and any small business 
man, who will take the trouble to study his increased 
costs of staying alive, will soon learn the greatest in­
creases have come from hidden taxes, expense of book­
keeping and the task of compiling the proverbial seven 
copies of everything.

Much of the present so-called apathy would disappear 
overnight if one or the other of the tw’o major political 
parties could produce a candidate who had the guts to 
stand up and proclaim, "There'll not be a dime for your 
community Just because millions are being spent else­
where. I have no intention of giving you any special tax 
consideration over any other area or any other group of 
individuals. I will fight to make you proud once again 
that you are Americans and can make a profit, no matter 
what your vocation is, but I hope you will quit apologiz­
ing if you do make an honest profit.”

A wise statesman many years ago acknowledged that 
American public is from 18 months to two years 
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GATE CITY 
GLEANINGS

By Andy Nommu*

As a new member of the Gate 
City Jou rna l staff, my job is to 
w rite a column nothing clever, 
of course, just some jokes, com ­
m ents and rumor-, overheard, clip­
ped or stolen here and there The 
boss drove a hard bargain ' After 
I found out how -hurt my hours 
would be. how many coffee breaks 
I'd  get and how soon my paid 
vacation starts, he dem anded 
th a t I take full responsibility for 
every th ing  printed 

•  •
It may or may not b* a j o k e  

about the post office depart­
m ent com plaining about too 
m uch m ail and too little rev*, 
une. then prom oting National 
Letter W riting Week. Co*t of 
first class letters w ent up 33 1/3 
percent a taw  w eeks ago and 
volum e ot junk m ail— including  
politic ians speeches made in 
outer M ongolia—66 2 /3  percent, 

e •
Bob T hom pson is responsibU  

for th is Main S tree t new s tip  he 
handed m e M onday:

Hal H enigson “H ere's m y bill 
for services You can pay $400 
dow n and $50 a m onth for the

24

utomob 
H 11

months
"Sound

am

kc| buying

«
My first day on the job

(Continued on Page 5)
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By Johnny Birrel
Wall, it had to happen sooner 

or later. . . so later, here it is 
for better or for worse . • . un­
til readers (or lack there-of) do 
us part. In case you haven't a l­
ready guessed this is a column.

I sincerely hope you'll find it 
interesting, and I'll tell you  
what I'll do. Every tim e som e­
thing is said in this colum n that 
you disagree w ith or if you 
come across som ething that you 
think would be interesting to 
exploit (note the use of that 
word rather than explore) in 
this column, drop us a line or 
come in and see us.

The Prim ary purpose of this 
usage of newspaper space (re­
gardless of what you may think  
as we go along) w ill be to enter­
tain. W e'll try to present little  
bits of interesting inform ation  
that m ight not warrant a news 
story but that m ay be of in ter­
est. We might even try to be a 
little funny from tim e to time. 
W hether we can m ake it or not 
w ill rem ain to be seen. Of 
course we'll use id le (but not 
m alicious) gossip. And. w e l l  
try to poke a little  fun at som e­
one from tim e to time.

T here’s bound to be some so- 
called editorial opinion or d isser­
tation from tim e to time, too, but, 
honestly, we’ll try  not to  over­
burden you w ith  our solutions to 
all the w orld’s problems.

Here are a few sam ples of w hat 
you may come to expect as the 
weeks roll by, if we can keep 
m eeting tha t back shop deadline 
that stares us in the face every 
week. (Incidentally  if a blank 
space appears on the editorial 
page some week, you’ll know we 
missed i t—perhaps some of the 
readers would prefer it that 
way??).

FISHING on the opening days 
of deer season, that's what one 
Nyssa high school teacher (fe ­
m ale. of course) has been ac­
cused of. And what's more, she 
and her friends all made lim it 
catches (she insists there were 
none over the lim it) of big. fat, 
long trout. Bet there were some 
returning, deerless hunters that 
w ished they'd gone fishing, too.

SPEAKING OF FISHING. I've 
heard of the "green thum b”, but 
a local fisherwom an came up with 
a fish hook thum b this summer. 
Seems as though Mrs. Walt (Fay- 
etta) Looney was fishing on Lake 
Owyhee one Sunday this sum m er 
(like so m any others), and in the 
< xcitem ent of catching a three- 
pound. 19 inch rainbow  trout 
(who w ouldn’t have been excit­
ed). she hooked her own thum b 
alonj. w ith the fish. We under­
stand that with the aid of a doc­
tor, a km fe and a tetanus shot, she 
recovered nicely.

LAST CHRISTMAS SEASON  
(that'll show you how long w e'­
ve been thinking about a col­
umn like this) a local coffee  
emporium was displaying var­
ious sire boxes of Corona cigars 
for Christmas presents. The 
sign with the display proudly 
proclaimed you could buy a box 
of 25 for $3.69. w hile a box of 
58 cost only $7 45. This is sav­
ings by volum e buying??
YOU CAN’T SAY high school 

principal Jack Jen k in s’ office has 
gone to the dogs, or cats, but . . . 
along about that sam e time when 
yours truly was in his office to 
gather a little news, quiet, but 
strange noises kept issuing forth

an
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from som ewhere w ithin those 
four walls. While w aiting for 
Jack to re tu rn  to his desk (and 
with nothing else to do) I tried to 
localize the d .sturbar.ee After a 
great deal of sighting by ear I 
found the culprit—a healthy and 
very m uch alive mouse racing 
around and around the bottom  of 
the high school principal’s nearly 
em pty w astepaper basket.

CONGRATULATIONS to both 
a group of Nyssa businessm en  
and to the city and state police 
for tw o recent services som e­
w hat “above and beyond the 
call of duly." Concerned w ith  
the total lack of petitions filed  
for candidacy to four expiring  
city council posts on the day b e­
fore the deadline for such f i l ­
ings. a group of businessm en  
look it upon them selves to lake  
lim e from their businesses, 
meet, approach a number of 
possible candidates on their 
w illingness to run. and then  
circulate petitions in their be­
half. Nom ination by caucus?? 
Perhaps. But because of the 
civic - minded efforts of this 
group. Nyssa voters now w ill 
have a slate of eight candidates 
from which to pick four new  
councilm en.

CITY AND STATE police e f­
forts in last m onth’s investiga­
tion and arrest of the shoplift­
ing ring  working throughout the 
Snake River Valley and selling 
their stolen m erchandise in labor 
camps in the area w'as Herculean, 
to say the least. S tate police of­
ficer Andy Barry and police chief 
Lee Hansen spent as much as 17 
hours in a single day, for several 
days, questioning the suspects, 
searching the Nyssa camp for sto­
len goods, etc. They even had the 
full cooperation and help of the

VJ'.4Y ST'R PAINT?

Ti! f f e * .
Ou r  2 m in u te  R o c k  'n  R o l l” t r e a tm e n t  
in h v f k a l W t -  P a i n t  C o n d i t i o n e r  i t  
F R E E  w hen  you  b u y  p a in t  here. J u a t  
open th e  c m  an d  s t a r t  to  p a in t !

Headquarters for 
ALLIED PAINTS 

N Y ^ A
CO-OP SUPPLY

18 N. 2nd St. Phone 2548

Canyon county. Idaho, sheriffs  
office. The resu lts—the complete
dissolution of the ring, prosecu­
tion of th ree when they are re ­
turned from a Baker conviction, 
the recovery of a stack of stolen

goods, and the peace of mind of 
m erchants in about 13 towns and 
cities in the valley.

UNOFFICIAL FLAG LOW­
ERING cerem onies took place 
at the city hall the other night

about m idnight under the d i­
rection of Fred Bennett and 
Rex Voeller. They cerem onious­
ly lowered the flag and left it 
inside the city hall, properly 

(Continued on Page 7)
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People Have Seen It 
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INVITED TO

OPEN HOUSE at BROWNLEE
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, OCT. 18-19 

C e le b ra tin g  the Birth of Brow nlee  Power

Come see mighty Brownlee Dam — second highest rock-filled dam in 
the world — now producing power from its first and second huge generators.

See the Oxbow project in the making. And visit the unique fish net, a 
multi-million dollar installaton in Brownlee reservoir — first of its kind to 
protect migratory fish in their downstream passage See the fish trap at Ox­
bow, where salmon and steelhead moving upstream are given a "taxi-ride ' 
around the dams.

This year marks a milestone of hydroelectric progress in Hells canyon. 
Already Brownlee — less than three years from the start of construction — 
is turning out twice as much power as is produced by the C J. Strike project. 
B\ the end of the year, four Brownlee generators will be in place Their output 
of electricity will be nearly as great as from all other Idaho Power system plants 
combined

Our OPEN HOUSE will provide an opportunity for everyone to see 
Brownlee at its virtual completion and Oxbow at an interesting stage We
hope you'll come

Opees House hour*— 9 am . to 5 p m. . . . 
Coftee, ice cream and pop will be served 
tree of charge to supplement your picnic 
ba*ket. . . . "He man" sandwiches can 
be purchased at the Brownlee parking 
area. . . . Enter project area from the 
Idaho side via Cambridge- -from the 
Oregon tide *<a Richland and Halfway.

CO-HOSTS

I D A H O  V  P OWER
¿jlatZW-f.T '  "h lem  So u T T l t ’ *

AND

Morrison-Knudsen Company, Inc.


