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l Those were exciting days back in 1916! Snake River record. There has been no lack of power on the system in
' _ " bill Valley was growing up. There were flying machine exhi- 40 years. Total installed generating capacity in 1916 was
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enterprises engaged in furnishing electricity from 1887 to
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peting to serve the people. All were in critical financial
difficulties—3 of the 5 were in receivership.

In 1916, Idaho Power Company had 440 miles of rural

Back in the years of those early-day companies, elee-
tricity was as high as 25 cents per kilowatt hour. It cost
75¢ a month to operate a “16 candlepower” electric light.
Today the average household cost of electricity is 1.70
cents per kilowatt hour. Idaho Power domestic rates are
357, below the national average!

Ways and means had to be found to finance the inter- Forty years is an impressive milestone; but in terms
s X f growth and community service, the best is yet to come.

f lants, to link together the distribu- ol g y ’
SO e S - The people of the Snake River Valley are continuing to

Prompl Paymenl Builds d tion systems, to expand the service to farms, and to lower oeouress. Siving stenbindi o0 0.

st of electricity through efficient operation
S SR s ’ ' new homes and buildings are being

. Action was taken. Idaho Power Company was formed added constant

: 3 ¥, schools are hard-

% GOOd Cred“ RBCOTd from the five existing utility systems. It "““"d the job pressed to keep pace with the young-
of rehabilitation and expansion of the old systems, of er generation. Plentiful low-cost elec-

engineering new properties, and investing millions of tric power continues to be always
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