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Surprising Changes, Advancements 
iloled By Census Bureau In 1954 
neporl About Rural Malheur County

Malheur county had 16 more fj*rms in 1S54 than it did in 
1950 and there were 187,300 more acres of land in fi ms. ac­
cording to the U. S. Department of Commerce. The 1954 
census of agriculture report was issued this week by the de­
partment.

The number of farms increased from 2.480 in 1950 to 2.446
-----------------  --------  »last year. Ma ntj rated

as one of the largest in area in the

Grown Up Classes Water Problem 
To Begin « C ity  fc Naiionwid0 
Hi School Monday Moss Tells C.C.

Ctjou-Nouljenjer• j ' j i i i i - :

Debate on Dam
riera tl by Mar.

Rep. Sam Coon's proposed John 
Day dam project cam e up i n ­
spirited discussion Tuesday night 
when C’oon and Sen. Richard

iutx ger debated the question  
in the Ontar.o high school audi- 
$jr:um.

A large group of Nyssans at­
tended to add to an audience of 
about 650 Attorney Tony Yturri, 
of Ontario, acted as moderator.

Coon took the stand that there 
> assurance that the govern­

m ent w ill supply funds for a 
■‘partnership b ill” in construction 
of the dam, in an argument la- 
labelled: “Resolved: That the
John Day Dam Project Would be 
Beneficial to the People.”

Neubcrger talked instead for a 
"comprehensive plan” w hich  
would incorporate all possible 
river develpom ent under public 
control.

“This sort of plan would be 
greatly beneficial to the North­
west by bringing the markets to 
us, instead of our shipping to 
other m arkets,” he said.

The audience generally agreed 
that the debate was one of the 
finest and fairest heard in these 
parts in many a year. Republicans 
and Democrats alike had praise 
for both of the speakers and for 
Yturri, the moderator.

HOME FROM COLLEGE
Jane Pruin, Jack W inchell and 

Rex N eiger w ere in Nyssa over 
the weekend. They attend Oregon 
State College.

BATESM ANS HUNT
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Bateman j 

and a party of deer hunters had 
a very successful hunting trip 
over the weekend.

I nation, has a total of 6.316,BOO' 
acres of which 22.3 percent is in 
farms The increase in farm land 
was shown at 1,406.915 last year

'. t •
1950. Average sire of the farms 
in 1954 was 576 acres.

Average value of farms jumped 
from $21.085 to $33,291 during the; 
five year period. Average per' 
acre value increased from $43 25 
to $61.32. Of the total number of 
farm in the county, 2,303 are irri­
gated, as of 1954 reports, while  
2.318 w ere reported to have been 
irrigated back in 1949
Many Tenant Owned

It is interesting to note that 
1.591 of the farms ate operated 
by their owner and 380 are ope­
rated by part owner- Only 18.6 
are operated by tenants.

Malheur farms outdid the na­
tional average for modern con­
veniences back in 1950. but even  
more advancem ents w ere made 
during the five-yen - intervening  
period. During that time, te le­
phones increased from 582 to 1,- 
729; farms with electricity increas­
ed from 2.254 to 2,369; homes with 
home freezers jumped from 407 
to 1.114 and in 1954 there were

Two adult evening classes ha*»* 
been definitely scheduled for the 
high school, it was announced 
W ednesday by Richard V. Wilson, 
superintend "it of ->hool*.

One w ill be for beginners in 
typewriting and the otru . w ill h« 
in conversational Spanish.

The two courses w ill last 16 
weeks, Wilson said.

Those expecting to join the 
classes w ill be expected to meet 
at the high school at 7 pm . Mon­
day. with the Spanish le-.-ons be­
ing given in room 3. and typing in 
room 4 Wilson said that cost of 
the full course will be from $19 
to $20, w hich should be pa.d in 
advance.

Two other courses w ill be of­
fered, if more adults apply, he 
said. These are bookkeeping and 
shorthand, in which interest has 
been indicated, with not quite 
enough students yet to warrant 
em ploym ent of a teacher. A ppli­
cations should be made im m edi­
ately, Wilson said.

Water, agriculture and taxes 
and their relationship to the fu 
ture and to the economy of < 
one in this area were < ,is-i d 

i W ednesday noon by Fred M o ­
at the Nyssa chamber of com ­
merce m eeting. Moss, manager of 
the Idah v anning Co -a h . h h a , 
its headquarters in Payette and 
canneries m N yssa and Home- 
dale. said that there is n w a pro- 

! blem in this area and that plans 
must now be made for the future.

Citing the importance of agri­
culture and the fact that no one 
in this area could live without 
the farmer. Mrmg called attention 
to the w ater shortage experienced  
this summer The main body of 
water for irrigation hen  is the 
O w yhee reservoir and thi pro­
blem can be corrected 1 saving, 
he said A lc-snn have been

891 televisions sets where there 
were none in 1950. The back yard 
pump is almost unheard of since 
piped running water is in 2.165 of 
the farm homes.

That farms in this county are 
highly mechanized is shown by 
the number of motor trucks and 
tractors for the two reporting 
periods. In 1954 there were 2.804 
trucks as compared with only 1- 
888 five years bi fore. There were 
even more tractors, or a total of 
3,723 as compared with 2.575 in 
1950. Number of autom obiles in­
creased from 2,366 in 1950 to 2.- 
799 last year.

Dairy farms w ere grouped as 
the greatest in number of various 
types and a terrific increase was 

(Continued on Page 12)

Ontario Elks 
Honor Press At 
Banquet Tuesday

National Newspaper Week Oct 
1 to 8 was observed in the valley  
Tuesday by Ontario Elk- lodge 
which sponsored a special pro­
gram and banquet Tuesday night 
at the East Sine Cafe in Ontario 
for w eekly publishers and then- 
w ives of the valley.

In keeping w.th the 1955 slogan  
"Your Newspaper Fights For 
Your Right To K now.” Oregon 
Senate Pit suit nt Elmo E Smith 
John Day publisher, spoke to the 
guests and Ontario Elks about his 
experiences as a w eekly publish­
er. Sm ith was founder and pub- 
1 is her of the Eastern Oregon Ob­
server in Ontario

Hugh Sm ith, Ontario exalted  
ruler of the lodge, said that event 
is sponsored annually throughout 
the nation by the Elks to recog­
nize the part the press plays in 
m aintaining all freedoms.

Editors and their w ives were 
present from the Ontario Argus- 
Observer. Payette Valley Sen­
tinel, Payette Independent-Enter­
prise, Gate City Journal and 
KSRV.
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learned this year and it 
the people w ill regulat 
selves for efficiency, NL 
mented.

Nysga had a domesti 
problem, but that is now 
ed Mthough the new w<
become depleted if t h 
tab!« di | . the peakei

Moss stated that the 
dam has pa d for itself by 
dessert land productive 
will have 1 1 think of mor 
sification and encourag- 
crop rotation w ith  more farm 
products to be manfactured here.

There are two kinds of taxes— 
education and common, M - said.
Wo have to hav edu 
cause com m unities are growing I 
and there ar> many oth , things, i Sept 
such a the YMCA of th> aid da s i Sept 
that go in w aves and are -non 
unneeded, Moss pointed out.

First things should come first 
and water is first, the speaker 
said. One of the greatest things 
a city can offer is w ater and since 
there is no m ining and no log-

Elks Gleemen, 
Educator Slated 
For PTA Program

Ontario Elk Gleem en will pre­
sent the musical portion of the 

t
I of the Nyssa PTA. it was an­

nounced by Mrs Lester Cleaver, 
v
scheduled for Thursday, Oct 13. 
at the high school. Speaker for 
the evening w ill be A Wayne 

¡DurrtH, director of adm ission at 
the University of Portland and 
juvenile protection chairman for 

ii Oregon state < ongri ss of 1 l 
Durrell as juvenile protection  

chairman is chiefly interested in 
maintaining community services 
that w ill protect children from  
abuse and neglect, elim inating  
morale hazards and unw hole­
some infinenct that prevent the 
developm ent of healthy personal- 
ltu s and improving procedure 
for han lling juvenih delinquents 

( and their rehabilitation
i Members of all PTA* in Mal- 
1 hour county have been invited as 
1 w ell anyone else interested in 

hearing this speaker.

Crop Shipmenls on the Up and Up; 
Belween Spuds, Grain and Onions 
Figures Exceeding 1954 s Record

Cold fig u res showed a hot increase in crop  shipment, for 
the Nyssa area this past week.

Between potatoes, onions and grain, rad shipments of the 
 ̂ alley’s precious agricultural commodities showed a hand­

s''*nc rise in September, over the same period of 1954.
This September, a total of 993 carload movements were 

r* orded by t Union Pa< fie,4 
according to Tom Jones, agent 
here In Scptem bei of last yea:,; 
the figure was 817 cars

Potato growers didn’t 
badly after all, in spite

do so 
of the

start and the low price on 
potatoes.
the month of Septem ber, 
said that 537 carloads of 
were shipped out of Nyssa

Zip in the Air 
Gives Huntsmen 
An Added Zest

It w as just 
that hunters 

The a vera g

the sort of weather 
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was a mite over 
the nights chil 
average of 39.

Here are the da 
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Board of Control.
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!spuds
to market. During the corre spond­
ing period of 1954, just 405 rar- 

| loads were shipped, giving an in ­
crease of 132 carloads.

“That,” said Agent Jones, “Is a 
lot of spuds.”
Bigger M ovements Near

Wheat m ovem ent was begin­
ning to gi t into stride, w ith a 
bumper crop, the best in the pu-t 
hair years, already in the gran­
aries.

And onion grower ■ were look­
ing forward to one of the most 
successful years they have ever 
had, w ith drought and floods in 

i the ea t bringing big demand for 
! Oregon onions The price cur­

rently is around $1.50 per hun­
dred for field run onions, w ith  
prospects of a steadily advancing 
price.

So far, shipm ents have been 
lagging, as compared w ith last 
year’s movement. In Septem ber, 
81 refrigerator carloads were sent 

lou t, against 199 for the same 
i month of 1954, Agent Jones re­

ported.
But a large onion movement is 

expected during the coming week, 
(Continued on Page 12)

ging here, food process It
mem

Nyssa sail Adrian 4-H Girls Selected Te Attend 
State Meeting With Chances For National Contes*

to the econom y, chamber 
ber* were told.

Rapidly increasing numbers o 
people not only require more food, 
housing projects and business 
buildings in some areas such as 
California are replacing farms 
where food w as grown. Because 
of drastic w ater shortages e lse ­
where. this area is the bread bas­
ket to feed the m illions of people 
now in the congested areas.

Two Cleanup Weeks Designated With 
Free Hauling Service Being Offered

, ( ImU i| Wi k will
incorporated w ith  l ire Prevention  
week Oct. 9 to 15 and the sevtn- 
day period follow ing end ending  
on Oet. 22, it was announced W ed­
nesday by City Manager Jack 
Middaugh.

Stunz Lumber Co. 
Taken Over By 
Boise Payette

! f SI Co. of
Nyssa to Boise Payette Lumber 
Co . effective Oet. 1, was announ­
ced last Friday by Emil A Stunz, 
founder of the firm in 1938, and 
h - son. Gene Stunz.

E. A. “Gus” Liming assistant 
manager of Stunz, has been named 
manager of the combined opera 
tion and all Stunz personnel w ill 
continue as em ployees of the new 
owner it was announced. Liming 
i- a former Boise Payeete em ploy­
ee, having beer, manager at On 
tar:o before nomine to N> a with  
Stun / Company o ff / :/! announ­
ced that C M. “Cal" Roberts, 
manager of Boise Payette for more 
than a year, w ill remain in Nyssa  
with Liming to help exp. d*1r tee  
move and w ill be a -igr.ed to an­
other post in the company.

Lim ing said that the old loca­
tion of Boise Payette on North 
First street w ill be abandoned  
after all supplies and materials 
are moved to the former Stunz 
location at the intersection of 
Good Avenue and the Adrian 
highw ay and the real estate and 
im provem ents on North First w ill 
be offered for sale.

The tw o Stunz fam ilies retain 
ownership of the property and 
buildings which arc» being leased  
to Boise Payette w ith  an option  
to purchase.

Both Stunz fam ilies expect to 
ontinue making their homes in 

Nyssa Emil Stunz is Malheur

Caldwell Man Is 
New Eder Employee

Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Cassing- 
ham and children have moved to. 
Nvssa where he will have charge

Four Nyssa and Adrian com ­
m unity 4-H club members are 
among the group of youngsters 
chosen two weeks ago for county 
awards and medals in various 
projects. A com m ittee of 4-H lead­
ers met Sept. 20 w ith  E. M. Haus­
er, county extension agent and 
4-H leader, to choose the out­
standing boys and girls.

The winners are eligible to 
com pete in the state contests and 
state winners w ill go to the na­
tional 4 H Congress to be held 
Nov. 27 to Dec. 1, in Chicago.

Among county wirpiers announ­
ced this w eek are Barbara Hick- 
rum and Sherri! Si son of the 
Nyssa community.: Shirley S k in - !( 
ner and Margaret Butler of A d­
rian; Margaret Burke. Joe Payne 
and Sharon Anderson of Yale, 
and Sharon Anderson of Harper.

I. i t  y< ar « d • rv.-r will b< 
avi n . ; hon.’r < f «1 county w .li­

ners an l awards and m edals w ill 
be presented. A  special fea tu re , 
of the program w ill be the an­
nouncem ent of the project in 
whi< h • ach boy oi g 1 1 w as cl

There arz £9 projects sponsored 
by individuals and companies on 
ne list for 1953 awards T hese, 

projec' range from entom ology  
and forestry to achievem ent and 
leadership — almost any field 
req uring knowledge, skill and 
trv ice to others.

U.S. G ives Ite OK 
Foi a Diversion 
Oi Spuds to Feed

Official governm ent approval 
for diversion of No. 2 potatoes to 
livestock feed and starch has been 
given by the Departm ent of A g­
riculture, it is announced by Roy 
Hirai, Nyssa shipper.

The action was taken by the 
Market Control com m ittee as a

county representative and he and 
Mrs. Stunz have other interests 
here. Gene Stunz, 1955 president 
of the Nyssa chamber of com m er­
ce, said that he rhay return to col­
lege after the first of the year to 
complete his credits for a degree

During that time all residents of the Eder Hardware sheet metal in business administration “B o­
ot Nyssa are asked to clear their and heating shop The Cassing-I yond that plans are indefinite,
property of all weeds and trash ( hams hove been making their but it is likely that Nyssa will be
and pile it in convenient places | home in Caldwell and he has our home for a long time to
near the curb where city trucks been employed in Boise. came,” the younger Stunz corn-
can pick up and haul it to a dis- Cassingham succeeds Joe Cham- 
posal area. There will be no berlain, who with his family,

moved Tuesday to Vancouver,
Wash.

charge for the service.
Middaugh said that a special 

appeal is being made for property 
owners to voluntarily clean their 
lots during the tw o-w eek period. 
After Oct. 22, if no action has 
been taken by owners, the lots 
will be cleared by city-hired crews 
and the cost of clearing away
weeds and trash and hauling it

m eans of tabilizing Oregon spud!^rom a m i w l" ‘‘barged
prices, with Lauren King, of Or.- JR^inst the property, 
tario and Jim  Watson, of Parma, 
spearheading the m ovem ent for

FHA To Hold 
Dist. Convention

FHA district eon- 
held at Union Sat-

SHIPLEY SKINNER, 15, has 
been in 4-H work for five 
years. Her projects have bten  
sewing, cooking and health. 
She v «  1955 grand champion 
in the county and dress revue 
for sew ing III.

SHEKRIL SISSON, 1G. has 
been in 4-H work for eight 
years. She has carried projects 
in clothing, cooking, pou’l-y , 
dairying, sw ine and entom o­
logy. She was w inner c l  the 
county sw ine trophy for 1954.

IT.&iO)Iibors Scui:y \o 
Me5 oi family Burned 

in Sudden Blaze
The Donald Brewer family was 

burned out of house and home 
last fuesday evening, but there 
was considerable solace in the 
sort of fr.ir.ds and neighbon 
they have.

The ashes had hardly cooled at 1 
their abode near Owyhee Corners 
w';*n members of the Owyhee 
church came rushing to their aid.

On Monday night, the church’s
W orthwhile club wtn have a
fh jw \r  for the Brewers --  a “fire
show er” was t he way Mi ' Frank
Perko put it. sinv item meedful to
a fam ily whi*:h has los t all its

In addir . /fi. a ¿p^cial collection
w ill be taksD at » hiirrh this
Sunday n w te n g .

The famito consists of Mr. and 
Mr* Brewer and their four sons, 
ranging in age from 5 to 11.

a

MARGARET BUTLER, 16. is 
a seven year worker in 4-H  
Her projects have been sewin^u 
cooking, homemaking, health 
and junior !>ad«xship. She was 
1955 county grand champion in 
the sponge cake baking con­
test. A 1955 state l>lue ribbon 

awarded for her best dress.

GO
o

BARBARA HICKM*J.'. 16. 
and during her six years of 
4-H work has had projects in 
sewing, cooking, homemaking, 
canning and livesieck . She was 
awarded the 1955 grand champ- about the "am 
ion ribbon in the county style  
revue of sew ing IV and the 
county achievem ent^irophy for 
being the outstanding 4-H club  
member. Her best dress won a 
1955 s ta te ^ lu e  ribbon.

controls sought by most of the 
V alley’s growers.

Many of the e growers had 
it i e |

inferior potatoes, and the govern­
mental action wag generally cori­

n' ' ■ V
f inner - in nt l intuming  crier 

■

3oy Scoui Fund 
Drive Lagging

The Boy Scout fund drive is 
progrr mg somewhat slow ly. Joe 
Hr lion, Nyssa area drive chair­
man. announced Tuesday ev en ­
ing. Only about $800, not includ­
ing special gifts, have been con­
tributed and the goal for the 
com m unity has been set at $2500.

^/ilon a d that ..rryone not yet 
solicited ft r a contribution could 
leave his money at the Bob 
Thompson Agenry. If any home 
in Nyssa or in the rural commun­
ity has been mi ed by solicitors, 
a telephone call to Joe Hi \t n or 
to Mrs. Wayne Chesnut will bring 
someone to the home.

No Increase Seen  
For Rail Freight

Because of repeated inquiries 
regarding the possibility of in­
creased rail freight rates on less 
than carload shipments, shipping 
patrons of the Union Pacific 
should be informed that no rate 
increases are contem plated at the 
present time, Thomas G. .Jones, 
Ny agent, -aid thi weelf.

Rpr< r/tly common carrier truck 
lines in-iwo ed th' ir charges six  
percent w ithin the state and 

time inc/«evcd  
o#,/ shipm ents 

to $1.50. A similar in- 
,x percent 4r.ll take 
14 on all truck line 
originating on the

FIRST GRADE VISITS FARM
The tudents of Mrs Alcon’s 

first grade visited the farm of 
little l.m ir.da Bratton Fi d.iy af 
to: noon to see the animal 

1 • , - - » 1 I
fore th" childrn left.

The annual 
vention will b< 
urday.

N yssa’s nom inee for district | 
chairman is Ellen Sheer and for 
district secretary, Dorothy Hoi 
comb Th< e girl were nominated 1 
by the < xecutive council and e lec­
ted at the FHA general m eeting  
held in the home making room j 

Last year district convention  
was hi Id in Nv sa w ith Jorettai 
Moeller as district chairman.

merited.
Emil Stunz has been semi-re­

tired for the past year and a half, 
having turned a large part of the 
business responsibility over to hi» 
son and devoted much of his time 
to public affairs and community 
activities.

Status of the Stunz Lumber C 
yard at New Plymouth is not af­
fected by the transaction, it was 
reported. That firm is managed 
by Chet Council, half owner, with 
the remaning owned by the two 
Stunz families in Nyssa.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
HOLDS MEETING

The executive com m ittee of the 
Civic club met Thursday after- 
n io. at th- In m. f Mrs Dale 
Ci.u : on

Nyssa Merchanis Consider Local A spect In Views 
On Business Conditions; Optimism Being Expressed

, from Boise 
crease of ¡ 
effect Oct. 
sQpments

coast. Jones said.

©

Uoo”  prices for late potatoes 
i t

re* k» * r a < arlj potato* ha had 
a strange affect on business con- 
dition* in the Ny a com m unity. 
The Mighty Spud has had ex­
treme power this summer, even 
though some t it might be imag­
inary, and h as  been of more im­
portance insofar as controversy 
is concerned than the overall farm 
problem that is being heatedly 
discussed on a national basis.

A nationwide effort to v«dnt 
the general farm picture 
has been ineffective here simply 
because farmers them»cive refuse 
to take up the chant o i doom and 
despair. There are many, if not 
a majority, who are justifiably 
concerned about the spreading 
parallel between farm incotr t  
and general costs There are some 
actual dirt farmers in this highly 
diversified farming section who 
refuse to believe that there is 
much need to worry about future 
farm income.
Business Reports Vary

In Ny*M, retail business seem s 
to be affected more by rumors 
than by any actual difference  
from past years in farm incom e— 
with certain exceptions. Farmers 
them selves seem to be buying  
about as much as they have in 
the past, and if in a few  instances 
they are buying more here than 
they ffive when prices were a- 

normal. Some retail stores 
have been affected this summer 
because migrant workers w ere

o: i mpl ivcil n . un.-t >ntlv a. they 
have some other season.1«. Poor 
markets for early potatoes drast­
ically cut payrolls for packing 
house worker." and in turn the 
number of sales in traffic stores, 
such as dry goods and food mark­
ets.

Retail business firm in Nyssa 
have given different reports on 
business so far this summer to 
indicate that innumerable factors 
must affect the overall income. 
About two out of three reported 

black | business slightly less than a year 
ago, while one in three reported 
it better. None indicated that vol­
ume or gross profits were the 
same as last year.
Locei Conditions 

Thi strange part of all the re­
ports of slow business and past 
remarks of “lousy business”, 
when commenting on one partic­
ular day, local cc<LaRions and un-

harvt t Nyssa busim ss men are 
natural optim ists for two possible  
reasons: this com m unity is about 
the newest and one of the most 
highly productive in the Snake 
river valley with edds heavily in 
favor of future expansion; second 
is the fact that this is the home 
of the Amalgamated Sugar Co. 
for this part of the northwest. 
Not only i* the heaviest concent­
ration of sugar beet plantings in 
the Nyssa-Adrian areas, the fact- 

lory payroll amounts to about 
$40,000 a week during the cam p­
aign which starts next w eek and 

'continues through the slow  
winter months of January and 
tebruary.
Minimum Politics

Few, if any, of Nyssa's m er­
chants think along politi/*{ lines 
when they talk about current a;*i 
future business conditions. T h «
“  strange, too. in v iew  of the 

avoidable circum stances a r e  fact that unlike many farm towns 
blamed. It i t. he generally a- in the lo w «  Snake river val ley.

Democrats just about eqifcj Re­
publicans among bu Q i*> men

True, there's a lot of discussion  
about national polities, the 1956 

| campaign and the issues to be 
discussed and even  speculation  

Ion the yiiyi ts of the President’s 
recen( Jfwf'ss might have on bus- 

| mess. "Even at that there’s none 
of the soap-box oratory here a- 

; bout "all is lost” and "the farm ­
ers are sinking fast.”

I The rural towns are too close

greed that the :4bw or “lousy” 
periods are no different than at 
other periods in the immediate 
p. if. There also is general agree­
ment that the weak spots will 
correct themselves within a short 
time.
Good Factors Here

Even those two out of three 
who state sales were down, were 
far from pessimistic. Almost with­
out exception they predicted a 
betteç^ÿiQ-iverage fall business 
b e c a u se o f  better prices for late «  the farms for that kind of prop- 
spuds and tty| coming sugar beet | aganda to ring true.
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