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SYNOPSIS
CHAPTER I—Jasper Halg and Has
brouck Rutherford
A YOoung woma

waere Sear
who r

Adelaide enough
as her do Halg
of the great sixty-milllon-<
gAm trust-penefit reated -
lel Gorgam In his will for the ent
daughter Adelalde K her
: Ru rford, the | s of
Adelalde, shared her great weilth
And—Adelalde Rutherford was dylng
was already unconscious
CHAPTER 11—They found the young
woman—Mary Mar rutler " work-
weary but stlll besutiful young shop
girl who was thoroughly discouraged
with life, and arrunged for a ng
—ti e fe mecaand i = [
CHAPTER 1ll—Mary llved with &
drunken stepfather who hnd no Iinterest
in her, mo It happened that when Halg
—after expla K that Adelanide and
her huaban ¥ lived npart for some
yeara—offered her gEreat W th he
found her Iin & receptive mood, bul
she demanded to see things for her

sall.

CHAPTER IV—Finding conditions as

they had been described 1o her. she

accepted the proposition and on that

night the real Adeinl Rutherford
died

ER V—To the new servants

who re the old ones In the Huth

erford wsechold It becomes appar

ent that thelr mistress was rapldiy Im

vir ugh they, ke yune

e tand that

elan confded fo G a
counin of Adelanlde and Ha r L4
Rutherford, and s personal enemy of
the latter, that his patient was nol In
sune

CITATTER Vi tanford promptly
went to see his cou and was denied
admittance by & new doormin Huapl-
elous, he employed & latch-key v a
private entrance, & key once glven him
by elder Gorgam Canfronting
“Adel e he recognized her for an
Impostor “And yeot,” hes Ineredulously
sald to himwself afterward, “murder
with that face!™

CHAPTER VIil—Ignorant of BStan-

ford's 1dentity, Adelalde assumed from

his posscssion of the key that he was
her supposed husband and sent for
Hasbrouck—who came, found her plens-
Ing and inwisted that when he came
mext ahe be kind to him, otherwise he
would have her confined as Insane

CHAPTER VIilI—Btanford Gorgam
In & second Interview all butl accused
bher of being a murderess

CHAPTER [IX—Deaperate Adelnids
tried to ewcape and was prevented

CHAPTER X
from Uorgam under her
effering to come and tak
By the same mull carrler she
“Tonight at elght-thirty.”

found a note
dog's collar
her away,
unswered;

Then ahe

CHAPTER X1—Thsa nots Is Intercapt-
ed by a maid, a spy In the employ of
Halg. Halg and Rutherford a panie
at the fear of exposure, p to kill
young CGorgam and fix the blame on
Adelnlde The plot goes wrong and
Jasper Hulg in killed by Hutherford

CHAPTER XII

F -

Was It pure aceldent which at the

Mus touched Tt

last moment held back Stanford Gor-
gam from the appointment for whleh
he had walted lmpatiently all Jday—a
prisoner first of a broken crank-shaft
in the Inflrm old taxicab he had sum
moned, and agaln of the luw In the
second cab, which he had finnlly ob
tulned and In which he wuited, de
tulned lpexorably a mlle wway from |

his destination by the Inflexible ma)

esty of a traffic ofMeer affronted by
apeeding? He thought so certalnly at
the time. He thought so nguin, with
sharp regret and apprehension, as he
stood turning the key o the Inside
door of the passagewny to his dead
uncle’'s study,

The sound of & womnn screaming
warning, pounding upon the opposite
slde of a door ls—In & of It obvl
ous purpose—not really calculuted to
stay for long Its opening—especially
with the sudiden ceusing of the out
cries Immediately following the other
most suggestive sound of a  body
thrown vielently upon the floor The
door opened gulckly, and through the
entrance came Stanford Gorgam

“Stand stlll!"™ sald a volee which

though strained to an unnatural piteh, |

he still recognized
He stood still

the muzele of the r

of his old H1l-wisher

rigldly staring Into
ver in the hands
Hushrouck Rother

ford. HBehind the Intter, nt one side
upon the fAoor, lay the hody of the
young woman he had come o meet
—apparently unconscions

“What |s this? usked Stanford Gor

Eam sharply

He had noticed with hope & certaln
unsteadiness in the weapon almed at
such close range nt his own body, He
caught, he the ht T ondition of
ihe mun's a He was
not a bad wrest i Cre Are OB
taln advantages, oas v knew, before
a physical struggle any kind, In
the catehing and diverting of atten
tlon—the holding of eves of your op
ponent. If the other man did wot shoot
at first, that was something |

“What I= this? betnanded Stanford
Gorgnm—and walted

“The end " sald Hashrouck Rother
ford rather slowly e end of the
Oorgam Trust. [t will stop bere
pnd everything that ls In t—or that

|
|

|

clde,” he added jocularly, “tonight!

“Keep out I" he broke off to cry. “If
you know what's good for you!"™ For
now the servants—or whoever was In
the hall—evidently had decided it was
time to do pomething 1o break o

“Yes," sald Stanford Gorgam, second-
ing him, “keep oul”™ For he felt
by Instinct as well as by reason—
that he would bave a longer and
hetter chance to manlpulate this thing
it left alone.

“What Is It you want” he asked
the man whose eye he held. And he
saw with growing satisfaction the hand
holding the revolver now somewhat
lowered—held for support more closely
to the body of the other. “A littie
more ! he thought, as the other was
diser arglng

“You!" replled Hasbrouck Huther
ford slmply, with a gleam of high sat-
isfaction In his eye. “You first! You
thought you'd get It, didn't you? You
thought by this move now you'd toke
over all the Gorgam money as resido-
ary legntee? You won't., Not pow—
or ever!"

It was soom clear to Stanford Gor
gnm that it was not his old acquain-
tance's purpose to act before he talked

aind ut conslderable length, He could
s, he thought, that the pleasure to
which this man looked forward Im
settling old scores by murdering him

wonld lose a great part of its plquaney
It he could oot discuss It beforehand
with the man he proposed finally to
expcute,

Rutherford dld so pow—ventilsting

Is woul, discussing at length his griev-
ances of all kinde—Afirst agalnst Stan-
ford Gorgum, and his uncle, and Jas
per Halg; and then at still greater
length againgt that lmmaterial thing.
now grown more real than flesh and
blood itself In his mind—the Gorgam
Trust. It was a curlous thing to watch
and hear; he seemned both to hate the
Trust and to be In terror of It as &
great, lmplacable, lving enemy,

“Neither you nor I nor this thing on
the fAoor,” he sald, agaln Indicating
Jusper Halg, "nor all the other men
and women It has managed were a
mateh for . The thing™ he ex-
pinined, “is cunning Cunning!™ he
repeated  with an unpleasant smlile,
“As cunning as it Is powerful! It's
thut—really that paper devil that's te
blame, that's brought us here together
now, and ls golng to kill us,

“Did 1 think,” he Inguired, “when |
came here that I'd kill Halg? Or this
girl here? No. Not for a minute!
You—but not them! It wasn't 1 that
did this thing, or planned It Nor
Hulg elther! It's thils thing—thils ink-
and-paper devil—that planned It wll,
and Is doing It now, [ can see that
~—fnybody can bhut a fool,

“It's as shmple as can be, [ thought
for yenrs,” he explalned, “that I could
fool It. This thing here,” he sald of
Jasper Halg agaln, “thought Lo
Nothing dolng! We dld always what
It planned for us to do—in the end—
Hke nowl

“Like now! I'm not doing this"” he
protested with a touch of self-pity In

80,

his volee, “not myself! Nor this
thing here,” he sald, indicating Halg
once more, “nor anybody 1o the world.
This is the dolng—the act of this
thing that's got us all, It's big-—-it's
ecunning. It's got us all, ending us!'

It's aAlways done exactly what It want
ed. T've overheard It too, plotting and
planning several times lately,” he stat-
“plotting, planning! Coming
around, speaking to ltself—In my bed
room nights—when It thought I
nsleep |

“Tnt,” he sald, now rather
Ingly—speaking In the manner of a
mian who talks a great and terrible
secret finally out loud, In spite of who

e,

It's committing sul-

was

hoast- |

or what may hear It, “there’'s some- |

thing else In this now, It's had us,

nlways, But now I've got It, too!
When we're gone,"” he cried out bold
ly, “when this s all over—It will be
gone Itself! In fifteen seconds, now,
the Gorgam Trust will be dend—dend |
A8 we are!”

Stanford Gorgam, standing rigldly
llke u soldier at attention, could see

quite clearly that the end had come—
whatever It was to be, The end of the
lecture on his own shortcomings, the
spenker's wrongs and the dinbollcal
machinations of the Gorgam Trust was
now @t hand—In action. And still the

uncertalnty In the muasle of the re
viulver which he had hoped and
watched for had vel appeared

There was nothing now but action !
But at that tlme an unexpected hnp
pening Intervened Suddenly, without
any Intlmation of life, the body
girl behind his oppoledit ruised (tself
from the floor and staggered, uncer
talnly, but with a surprising rupidity,
toward the hall door from behind
which still eame the whispers of peo
ple and the growllng of the dog.

An acute change In the situation
had been created by this act

“Stop!" called Hasbrouck Ruther
ford

It was a confusing development to
A mind not exactly In condition for
qulck decislon—after twenty-four honrs
of peraistent drinking. 1If he turned to

fAre at her, he exposed himself to the
enemiy In front

“Stop " be cried, but stlll the oh
stinate lwtle fool of a girl went on
townrd the locked door regardless-- fi
let In that crowd outslde and the dog
She staggered but did not fulter It
was pecessury to do something. Has
hroock Rutherford Ared one shot
missing For before he turned, the
other man was on him, He had only
tle to turn ageln and shoot him saon
where In the body when the door was
epvncd and that crowd and thut 4 4
log was In! The situation wus now
wlirely reversed

It had been the Intention of Has

rvuck Rutherford at least to tarn to

of the |

» him on the floor. But
would be lmpos

lying just hefor

this, he now saw
wihle,

Like n brown projectile the dog was

on him., It was un ugly thing—rvicious,
wiry; It must have welghed peventy-
five pounds. He fAred and missed It
Fortunately, though, the brute itself
missed its nlm In a way. It eaught
instead of fesh the breadth of the

coat upon his shounlder, too lightly to
hold—and confused for s sec-
ond, aguninst the wall,

He started to fire aganin at the beast,

struck,

but hefoure he really could recover
himself to do so, the thing was up
sguin, Tt tore at his extended hand,
unfortunately. and he lost his weapon
—It fell clattering on the floor

There was nothing to do now but te

escupe from this thing, for that crowd

on the o slde of the roowm could
never Interfers In time to save him
from It, probably—even If they tried
to. The wnnmangled hand of Has-
brouck HRutherford was on the knob
of the outside door mto old Danlel
Corgam's pr PlissEEEwWRY. He
opened It w what quickness he
ecould, manmged to start through It
But unfortunstely the dog came with
him The gpring lock eclicked behind
he found himself at the head of those

long white stalrs, that bhare, smpty
spiral stalrease, with nothing but one
hand for defense—and that half-mad
dog upon him. Caught llke a rat with

s weasel at the entrunce of a stone
rat-hole!

No wonder Hashrouck Rutherford
eried out so hoarsely that they heard
him through the thick door, with that

Ereat beast his throat!

They found him when they eame In,
far down the of the shiny
stalrs, & great, the
tdowr

bottom
bulk against
dog standing

unt
GOSe
outslile the over
him
“They're

servant

snld the English
conaent-

that way,"
had lifted him,
8 "those dogs!

ey never

I've seen

huve fullen backward

when the beast jumped at him—from
Just near the rop znld the other to
whomn he spoke, dlscussing the prob
abllitles of what no man actoally saw

“What could vou expect? asked the

other, “A heavy mun ke that—strik
ing bhackwurd on his bneck.”

But whatever ny have been the
exact and unan ted cause of Hns
brouck Rutherford's own death, his
prophecies concerning the extinetio
of the Gorgnm Trust had not yvet been
fulfilledd, In fact, n very singular sito-
ation had been created by his Iast
ot The two chlef actlve asgents
the physieal braln and body, so to
speank, of that great legal person
had gone, PBut the Trust itself lived
on, And It stlll held In its Incorporeal
grasp the young ward around whose
person It had been constructed

CHAPTER XIII

To students of large financlal affalrs
It will he of more than ordinary Inter
est to know-—what has never been an
nounced so far ns vet—the Intimnte
and inside story of the steps leading
up to the finnl demise of that now
widely-fumons crenture of the Inw, the
Gorgnm Trust—and Inctdentally of the
termination of Its power over the
young woman with whom It had been
brought Into such a remarkable and
dominating relation. The end actual
ly came, it ¥y now he annonneed
—an 8o often In legal Intricacles of this

kind—hy means of & compro
The first Instinet of the Trust's ward
after that terrible nlght,
to get ar far away from
and Its infuences—from this great in
tangihle power which held h
sible. But a lttle reflection
her how Impossible thlis would be

Trust

wius to flee

this place

WIS

ahowes

wne stlll nllve, and she lts ward
And even If she could escape—which
she probably could not do—she would
be still In the eves of the Inw Ade
Inlde Rutherford, still alwavs Hiahle
to eapture and return as a legal ward,
mentally irresponsible e more she
consldered the situation,

realized that she was stll]

of the Trust, and wonld remaln so un

th she was released by the one per-
son who could do thia

He still remalned, that one person
who was able free her, ke the
voung dellverer omi the monster In
A Greek legend—bhoond fast hy his
wenkness his  wouned Desperately
hurt, he was slowly recovering., One
outeide ean prohably only faintly real
lze the susp ¢ and  apprehensglon
with which the ward of the Gorgsam
Trust heard each morming the dally
news whilch enme from bhebiln « high

dark door of the sick-room Into which
young Gorgam had been tnken

For naturnlly she was terribly con
cerned over what she had done and
caused 1o be done to others—tnking
the blame personally to an extent, It
seems, not helleved by other ohsery
ers Justited by the actual part she
had taken in the matter at the invi
tatlon of Jasper Halg And not un
naturally she wius more than all con
cerned over this young man for whose
langerous condition she felt especinl
ly responsible and gullty

A Stunford Gorgam grew gradun)
It o tter t was a time ntenss
indl re vus mingled emotions to
the girl; finn ifter a numher of re
jueats on hise irt, he was allowed to
LT f that lust eve
ning To
Mnry nil
shun men
tlon the r i ved
his life—as he sa Wi
not so, knowing what st L} really
lone 1o endanger his |lfe 5 wWas
an Intense stealn upon the g L1l
tloma, especially as she T Il ey
any discussion, or contradiction of the
patienL

|

——-— ——————e e e ————

|

She now felt an sdded sense of re-
spocsibiiity and gullt of which she |
could not rid herself, and beause of

which the idea came to her, ap- |
pears, that It was her duty to me |
personally for her acts In every pos

|

sible way. And when she was finally, |
at the end of & considerable number |
of Interviewn, allowed the possibility
of freer talk with the patient, she
broke Into a distinet and bitter veln
of self accusation

The young wman watching her from
his invalld’s chair Ioterrupted fAnally |
with a gleam of characteristic amuse- |
ment In his eye. He was of & humor
und quizzical tempernment, evi
dently

“All this Is pretty hard on me!™ he
Interjected with a smlle,

What?" she saked, surprised a It

tie

“tine part especlally—the part where
I come In, You take It rather lightly

“l,” she stammered, “take It 1lght
Iy For that certalnly was not true
“What do you wean?"

‘About my life being saved, by some

one we might mention In this room— |
at the risk of her own" ‘

“Yea,” she sald, her fuce fushing,
“ufter planning to rob you! ,\fl:-ri
brinsing you In where you were ll-l
most killed 1™

“Don't talk to me ke that!™ he |
sald laughingly. “It's bound to mnke |

my temperature rise!” For of cours:
be was Dot yet very strong.

“You've got to let me go now,” she
aald, aroused, seelpg he would never
tuke her periously, “1'm golng to leave

here—stop this farce of pretending to |
be what 1 am not—go away. And If
I've done this wrong,” she sald, for

that was almost her obsession now, "1

want to come out and take my punish- |

ment.” |
“And do what, then? he asked nerl

amliling “Go where? ‘-

“l don't know yet"

“I'hen how can you go?"

she insisted

*“1 shall. 1 must"
“Oh, what's the hurry?' he asked
her He refused entirely, It seemed

tiake her seriously
“There you go agnin,” he sald. “rals

|
Ing my tempersture—opposing me, You |
walt. 1 can't have you duing this |
yer." |
It was a surprise to her, In a \l'.:_\|
all very different from what she hnd |
expected, She saw very clearly now |
what must 0" by her She mus |
econfess publiely, shew whe she was
take whatever pun!'shment there was |
for her act; end this Trust and turr
the great fortune over to its fAghttn
owner All thi! wus Necessary wns |

for him to consent--to help her show

the sltuation, who she really was, And |
this she bha wisind e would e
most readily a1} = therefore mosl
surprised at his titugle,  He mighn
not care, It to her, to kev|
the Gorgam ilive, hut he cer
tuinly had no ihout ending It
*What do yon ke me for? hs
asked her th pronch to
ousness when sl wrging him, “Iw
vou think I'I let P whnt yon ars
talking abont? O i thing thro
courts—and incldentally yourself? G
smeared with publickey Hke a common
eriminal 7 '
“Why shouldn't 1 bhe?. 1 am one
“There seems to be” he suld
liference of oplaion upon that poing
hetween vou and me And besi
he sald with a rather masterful
peremptory way he seemed to b
ing with her at thines Iately, “1 '
propose you shall ! Yon are not stron
enoughi-—well enongh, for one thing
and you know It."
But she Insisted that she was, and
that she would go In some way. And

he must let her, Finally he mention
the possibliity of & compromise
“T'I rell you what 1T will do, though

he conceded ‘I helleve that between

U we can work out a cvmpromise
Tust walt., Be patient.”

It was some little thme—afrer
wie able finully to bhe driven out t
tuke care of business matters to some
extent—before he hbrought out, one
night when they were together In the
stnmllest and most homellke of the

grent downstulrs rooms, the comprm

| mise whieh he had bheen working

| legnlly

Lately she had been more and mors |
on having matters setthed |
more and more determined to get nwn
from her + position—and in & way
from him, the man whom she hod
consplred to Injure and keep from his
rights

Inslstent

“I'l tell It all to you In order,” he
sild. “«—my scheme for a compromise
I've been working on it for some litth
time.™

‘“so on, please” she sald,

“In the first place,” he told her, *|

have done this: It was necessary, you
see,” he sald, explaining, “that some
one be appointed to the position of

Inspwer Halg as active manager of the
Irust

“Yes," she sald, walting.

“So 11 myself appolnted. You
object 1™ | when she
not looking ar

¢ nsked her
but sat

lom™t
Hd
him

WiIswWer

“Ohject, no she
wiled 1% It's
Yet |

s

salad “Why
all yours, anyway
don't understnud " she
whint It
her that It might bhe another
idlelay on
her from doing what she

susplelously

! to
we of
ke
el s
“1 thought he sald, “that
tht thank me for It!
will—you™l understund It later
first point. Now
n my schewe I've

si'he evasion or fils

part—Ii

perhnps
Buat v

™
the second poim
srranged It now
that you are no
Rutherford=—that |=
have the unplessant
Pve fixed It 20 yon

ving "
s

the

what you wanted
Adelulde
net fen
tures of her! in
o longer ander that cloud of belng
insane.”

“That doss ROt chenes >

lonmger

v will

he

¥
uation sbout Adelalde Rutherford,” she | It was finally, through this com-
objected, “—the one thing that would | promise, it seems, long before the
be almost impossible to benr.” ‘fumm‘ of this matter into court,
“What? 3 :
: s rminuation
“Her reputation of having heen in- | that the widely famous te '_“
sane.” and dissclution of the Gorgan Tiust
“Her reputation,” ke sald, “—with | was brought about — eoncerning
whom ¥ | which the reader no doubt has long
Bhe of course did oot know directl }
“1 guess you don't,” he sald IrJKU learned the more familiar feat-
Innocent ! Do yeu lmagine tha! o | ures throught he put-lu' press,
Gurgam family ever let that be knows (END)
Is H customary to advertise f c
skeletons? Not half a dozen peoph i
the world know It: snd they, you m Changing fish to water of a dJif-
he sure, always huve been wil ferent temperature from that to
he strungely silent”
: -y s secustomed will, ae-
"Even If they are,” sald Mary Mun which they are accustomed
.‘fu’&h‘l’_ ‘1[.” l’!lﬂ'llll-li‘ "H-nr l.|! L 'Il’ildlng t(’ a bunisn ,‘:IEnllbl. .[Lﬂr
no difference In oy pluns I'mi wot | several generations, produce a new
Adelalde Rutherford. U'm Mary Mun . !
type, ified in {vim and struct-
chester and 1 won't be Adelnlde Ruth ype,mod d in Lo
efford much longer,” she sald, dush |vre, especially in the rays of the
ing, growing a lttle angry fins and the numbur of (uc verie-
“That's It," he sald, smiling. “that's |, .
just It The third polnt of our comn - — - - ——
promise i* FOR COUNTY TREASURER.
“Our compromise?” she echoed afte ;
him (Paid Advertisement.) r
“Don't you know? he asked. aml I hereby announce my t‘llldidut}f.
caught her hand—but not vet her #ves e
“Ne.* she satd with somewhat ques subject to the will of the volers at
tionable truthfulness the Republican Primary to be held
“I want you to be—let us say—Mrs. | a,y 16, 1024, for the nomination,
Gorgum,” he explained with his half- | _ Nekics - s o
mocking but now comparatively serl HOF Te-clon,
ous smile. “"WIl you agree—to my ' Lounty i heasurer ‘or fluheur
compromise ™ county.
He was greatly surprised by her : : T T
SRt Anttan C. C. MUELLER.,
*No," she sald, springing to her feet -
“No," ahe sald wvehemently No FOR COUNTY JUDGE
no! [ won't have It so I'm Mar - oy =1 ’
Manchester I've never heen Adelalde {Paid Advertisement.)
Rutherford, and | won I on't—I1 1 hereby anuounce my caud dacy
won'tl I'm going back te he declired | g0 the pomination for tha posit.ua
what ‘1 am lagally gt g
“Another thing she sall, still dng. | ¢f County Judge, subject tu lhe ex
ing oblections, “i= thal money It | pressed will of the republican pri-
doesn’t belong to me belongs 10 maries to be held on May 16, is
you Why keep " 8 tree,” e
3 1 " e t
saked, thts &% turce of n Trust | 3B muking this announcem:n
| for me, when you know just who | pledge to the voters a busin »
| am?™ ministration. J. F. WEA»
*1 thought he sald with a some- e — .
what less certaln smile, “that was one . o o
] FORN L
of the fine points of my scheme If FOR DISTRICT A1 .
I controlled that, the Trust, 1 would (Puid Advertisement.)
control all the money and incldentally I hereby announce my cadide
you I* subject to the will of the voters .
But she was hstinate, he fonund—
surprisingly s frull n creatuyre, the Republican FPrimary (o be
‘I've dons u e Insi=ted ‘I | May 16, 1924, for the nomin
cnow It And i -tl" punizhiment to the office of Distrietl A
I'm going to |} A I er ngnln
SO and then Pm i % far s Mulheur l.'u.unl}'. Uiegur
vway a8 | ecan—away from are Aand CHAS, k. vl
s nnd yon Anil ghe tried now des - PEmm—— -
ni her frea | .
ke oy romiserr | PROFESSIUNAL Cai.
3 \ Omise
h at | s '~\1"’. Al - =
He was clearly botl CHIROPRACTURS
0 | ————
| DKS. BRADFORD
ni n
he mald, catehing her hand Carver Methou
el he g her. He l« I down into | Consultation and examing ios
er fushe Listen,” he sald | y
Nyssa, Oregon
ernl Vol youn rir il | vant | e &
o tulk to s nd 1 shall. Let u : e
o ha *he progw o, anil take the OHTEOPA ™
I met I H lwayvs use
L I k out the theory of il s =
o e DR. HARRIKT SFA1s
JAoste anld, when she founi
erself unahle t t a v, but srip? Usteopathie Phy 1r's
| mol answer, “n P i youn Optario, Oresos
i whao Is entally, | may any
o ] anve's 8 man's @ Office; Wilsca Bldg ove:
nt very gredt rlgsk of her own'® e ——
<he tried to speak then, but he would L
not permit her W. B HOXIE
“And suppose she had a erazy ldea llonded Xeal Bstate [oaie
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