0DD FIRE ESCAPES

AT THE WHITE HOUSE "

pevices on Roof Look Like
Minlature Howitzers.

Milllons of visitors from all purts of
the world have u plligr iges o
the White House in Washingten, but
few of thew huve inspecied any of ils
mechanlcenl muarveis

Although nelther lghtning rods oor
fire escupes are vislble [rom the out
gide, they ure there Just the same,
but In such strange forms that they
hardly would be recognized, even If
seen. The fre escupes, for exnmple,
look for all the world llke minlature
how!tzers mounted on the rvof of the
executive muansion for the delense of

the edifice. Welghing two hundred
pounds aplece and anchored from @

balcony by menns of extenduble steel
wring, the metal drums would never
attruct the attention of unyoue hunt

ing for steel ludders, safely ropes or
axit elevators, Pulllng the chain at
the bottom of the cylinders causes
them to open and relense an endless
chaln that fastens around the walst
and then slowly lowers the load to the
ground.

Sclence also has armored the White
House agalnst the dangers of lght-
plng, approximately twenty-five hun-
dred feet of wire belng strung across
the chimupeys and guard wall on the
roof, The arrsugement ls such that
If any balls of fire are flung from the

skles the lightning wires deflect them |
lato the ground. Then there Is an ut- |
tractive, screened sieeping porch. This |

pkyline bedchamber, however, |8 Dot
for the use of the President. It Is
elghteen feet square und wus erected
exclusively for White House attend-
anis.

Another prominent accessory on the

roof Is known as the Presldent's flag: |

pole und is used wholly for the dis
play of “0Old Glory

A mammoth lumwp which ls six feet
high and two and one-half feet in di-
ameter—a large wan can stand erect
within It as he cleans the globe—Iis
the faithful beacun which llumioates
the maln entrance to the maosion—
Popular Mechunics.

Fifty-Fifty.

Tha late Btuyvesant Fish, the New
York capltallst, took a deep |nterest
in the farmer, who, he thought, sel-
dom got & square deal

“The farmer's square deal,” Mr. |
Fish once sald &t a farmers’' dinner |

ln Tarrytown, “reminds me of the rab-
bit ple.

“An American, you know, once or
|

dered rabbit ple In & cheap Purls res
taurant. The wulter brought him an
enormous portlon, and, inasmuch as
the price wus only 15 cents, the Amer
lean asked If the ple was really and
truly rabbit.

“'Oh, yes, sir’ sald the walter,
‘that's rabblit ple.’

“‘But does It contaln rabbit only?
persisted the American.

“‘Well, sir,’ sald the walter, I'll ad-
mit there's a trifling admixture of
horse meat.

“‘Aba| Horse meat! And what pro-
portion of horse meat?

*'Oh, Just Afty-fifty," sald the walt-
er—'one rubblt, one horse.’'"

Becret of Bevres Blue,

For a long time It was belleved that
the famous blue coler given to the
porcelaln manufactured at Sevres, In
France, was the result of a secret
process and there were many legends
in regard thereto. It has been proved,
however, that It Is an error to sap
pose that Bevres blue cannot be pro-
duced elsewhere. As a matter of fact,
It l& produced In many French pot-
teries where sufficlent care |s taken
and where pure oxide of cobalt la
employed. Formerly it was dificult
to procure this article free from cer
taln Impurities that Injured the color;
but chemical seclence has overcome
all the difficuities. The same s true
of the Chinese green known as cele
domn. It was Invented in China, but
it ean be perfectly reproduced eolme-
where.

“Fosall Ralndropa™

In slabs of Triussle rock little de
presslons are often seen that have
been called “fossll raindrops” the
Idea being that they were formed by
showers on muddy sem beaches, and
preserved by belng covered with a
layer of mud at the next high Hde

But lately It has been suggested, In |
view of observations on u flood plain
In the Dorn valley, that the supposed
Impressions of relndrops may really
be due to plttings formed by bubbles
in a Alm of mud at the bhottom of shal
low water, There have heen watehed
the formution of muny plttings, and It
has been found that after the mud had
dried they exuctly resemble “fossll
ralndropa”

Some Mistake, !

The telephone In a well-known sur
geon's office rang and the doctor an- |
swered It A volee lnguired: “Whe
s thia? |

The doctor readlly recognized the
volce of hia seven vear-old son. Al
though an exceedingly busy man, he
was always ready for a bit of fun:
8o he replled: |

“The smartest man in the world™ |

“I beg your pardon.” sald the boy;
*“I have the wrong nomber,"—Austin
(Tex.) Cumberiand.

Serfous.

“Your wife ls looking well I*

“Yea. Just fancy. When [ took her
to the sanatorinm she was so bad that

wounldn't risk bhuyving = returs

I
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