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s0 there’s plenty of room. Never mind
about bringing the rest In now; sup
per's ready.”

Shelby put his bundles down with
out a word, his eyes quick to perceive
the chalrs cleared of thelr debris, the
floor swept, the ashes back In the
stove. He could hardly comprehend
the miracie.

She led the way gayly, leaving her
hroomn in # corner, and earrying the
lnmp. The lean-to kitchen had been
transfigured, and actually presented a
homelike appearance. The dirty dighes
were shoved out of sight, the floor
swept, the fire In the stove blazed
cheerfully, and the table was covered
with the essentinls of a truly appetiz-
ing menl. She set the lamp down in
the center, fully rewarded by the ex-
pression on the faces of the two.

“You boys wash up there in the
sink," she commanded ; “use that plece
of sacking for a towel; it was all I
could find, 'Then we'll get busy.”

If Shelby was to llve a thousand
vears he would never lose memory of
that meal. The grateful warmth of
the stove, the neatness of the table,
the good fellowship with which she
served, all coupled with the wonder-
ful surprise, left upon him an im-
pression never afterward to be blotted

ot She talked about what she was
going to do; about what he had pur-
chased In town; about anything which
came into her mind that she could

manufacture conversation from, He
told of their adventures outside, and
made her laugh heartily over the
struggle of getting the Kid's pony
safely into the corral. The Kid him-
self sald little, eating heartily but in
silence, only ocensionally Hifting his

eyes from the plate, This pretense at

modesty did not seem like the Kid,
und Shelhy found himself observing

the fellow with some wonderment. His

ks were not at all prepossessing,

now that he saw him more plainly re-

ledd in the lnmplight, and he wnas

some years older than he had suap
wisedl, The fellow had a hard, dissi
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down, as though his skull was crushed
by the savage hlow.

etirred once more, and, with eyes enly
partially open, stared In hewllderment
at the pale arch of sky., Slowly mem
ory came back, and he managed to 1ift
one hand to his head, his sumb fno
gers touching a ghastly scalp wound,
the riatted hlood matting his halr, He
had been struck a despergie blow, and
was doubtiess left lying (Bere in the
bellef that he was dead, yet apparent
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by had intended putting the man
in that in the front room, buat
now the stable was good
enough for his use,

soon as they were through he
ul up a second lantern,

st of that stuff off the
buckboard, Macklin,” he said shortly,
“and stow It away In the cellar-cave
t to the right of the house ' be
out presently, an' we'll fix things up
for the r

A the fellow disappeared Shelhy's

eneounti ] those of his wife

neross the tahle
“And what are you going to do?
she nsked directly,

help you with these things

nd then elean the shack up a bit: it
2 In worse shape than I realized.”
She shook her head positively.

“Oh, no, mister man. This Is my
house, and T am going to take care of
it—all alone. T have seen your style
of housekeeping, and T prefer my own
You go on, and finish the work out-
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hetter in here,
Iby went out. Macklin was seem-

ingly busy at the task assigned him,
the lantern hung to the broken branch
of a convenlent tree, lighting his path
Without even speaki the ranchman
pas=ed by down the steep path leading

"toward the stream below, He was

gome time In completing his task, and
when he finally emerged once more
from the stable, the only gleam of
light he could percelve above came
through the log chinks of the ecabin
He wondered what had become of
Macklin, yet gave the matter no spe
cinl thought as he tolled slowly up the
path, his mind more deeply Interested
in the reception awalting him within
He passed close enough to the huck
hoard to assure himself that his or
ders hnd been executed, and, belley
ing the fellow had probably re-entered
the house for some purpose, passed on
i"FPl"‘\' to the rrl‘”' "'N'r .\'" one
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chamber behind. They remalned eox-
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startled him, and he sdvanced swiftly
toward the kitchen, where the light
still burned, visihle through the o
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meaning of this? What had occurred?
The outer door stood ajar, and he
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sprang anxlously forward, peering In
to the blacniess, There was no sonnd
no movement : the blaze of light had
blinded him, and he stepped outside
g0 ax to see better. He had taken hat
one step beyond the protection of the
partially open door, when something
struck him, and he went staggering
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ing at the door for support he attained
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Before asking a faver of a man a
wise woman gives him a good dianes—
with & UMitle fGattery va the side
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