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and may sell and dispose of the
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wit
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Pacifying
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Talks Over Their Troubles
With Them and Straight-
ens Out the Tangles---
Criticizes Engineers.

Secretary Lane of the depart-
ment of the interior has already
an illvstration of what he means

by applying common s :nse to his

problems — of “sitting around a
table and talking things over.”
mom .n.]\n”\ A ‘ql.r!u- .\!ﬁn.? '!-:._\
found a “situation™ in the recla-

mation. In many ways this is
one of the most splendid activi-
ties of the government. For ten
years the United States has been
engaged in tha business of re-
claiming arid soil. It has ad-
vanced the money for these pro-
jects—derived from the sale of
public land; built storuge reser-
voirs which, such as the Roose-
velt and the Shoshone dams, are
among the world’s most magnifi-
cent engineering feats, Accord-
ing to the financial scheme laid
down by congress, actual settlers
on the reclaimed lands are to pay
back the cost of these improve-
ments in a series of annual install-
ments, So far the roclamation
serviee has spent $70.000,000 on
these works; settlers
upon them in large nowmbers, and
the time has arrived to begin pay-
ing back the But all
kinds of trouble has been brewing
the settlers.

have moved

money.

A committee
of congress has investigated the
reclgmation service. It has been
extravagant, its work badly done,
the interests of settlers have been
ignored in favor of land specula-
tors—so usations,
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to talk over,” said Mr. Lane. He
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