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THE TRAGEDY OF
THOMAS HEARNE

sad underworld of

useful to you
Henderson ?*

There waa a smile all
face as he sald the words, and he
chuckled softly to himself with a
sound ke water coming out of a bot
tle. It seemed an offer of e to me

a promise of everything the iack of
which makes each day a torment to
the man who has kpnown clean com-
fort

“Is it murder?”’ | asked him

“Oh, my dear sir, you surprise me'
he cried, lifting his flabby
“SWhat a horrible suggestion!
me to explain at once
heard of Julius Cralg?”

“The company promoter,
ganized the Spanish mine
Of course [ have.”

“IMd you know bim by sight?"

these days—eh, Mr

hands
Allow
Have you ever

who or
swindle?

“He used to come racing. A tall,
thin, melancholy-looking fellow with
& black beard—wasn't he?"

“Yes, that 18 Jullus Cralg, He 18
now in Princetown prison with six
more years to run. The climate of

Dartmoor {8 not suited to his health.

He 1s anxious to change -his resi-
dence; nor do 1 blame him, Mr, Hen-
[ derson, for it is the most desolate

He chuckled untll the carriage |
shook. It was llke driving with l:
| Bood-tempered blanc mange

| Spot In all England

I am In & posi
tion to offer you the sum [ have men
tioned if you will arrange his escape
Do you agree?”

“Yes," I told him

“Abh, that Is most satisfactory. To-
morrow | will send you half thel
money with some little suggestions

of my own as to your plan of cam-
palgn. The second half you will re-
celve when Mr, Craig Is free. By the

way, there are some curlous relles of |
Perhaps |
| You might read up the subject and ap- |

the @tone age on the moors

Pear at Princetown as a student;

yes,
Mr. Henderson,

that will sult you well
—a student of prehistorie man.”

“I shall be glad of any advice you
can glve me,” 1 saild.
He pulled a cord,
carriage
walting,

Good night and good luck to you,”

and
stopped [ got

when the
out and stood

| he satd his great white face shining
| upon me from the window as he
shook my hand ‘l have your ad-
dress. Drive on, Willlams."

| tle

crime 1Ir nl Yyou move sometimes
drive a cynical disbellef in
all ma: 1id ¥ 1 suggested.

it » 1 hittear night and tha in
spector and | were blowing our to-|
bacco frox ts confronting befcere a |
roaring » wind rattling at the |
hasp of w added the luxury |
of & reminde it must be ex
tremely unplens in the sleet-awepl
Blreels «

“Not how bad men are; It is how
B th that {8 surprising,
Quoted with a mod of his
head

we s 1 gllence for & while belfore
he spoke |

I ha !
Eo 1T n o time—perhaps more
th ¢, he continued “The law

I i) izunce of all the
1 t F plays on man."”

I tiale, and remained silent
& d

Y you have driven me
into st Mog?" he sald

‘l am a our mercy; but 1 hope |
eo,” 1 told |

He ant ward, tapping the ashes
from his pl aguinst the brass of the
fer Then he began—

out a year Bago 1 recelved a
€ ge I ‘s hospital that

¢ vary il who

| known as the

i ea e recognized him |
in the ward—a
gentler bred 10 had

running

nollce
police

WAas "

*lever to

Hender-
wrong-—Ilet
it comes to

Jack

sald, ‘what's

|
swWarea
alk

WAaSs

r me this side
wanted
the call
llke that, |
looking pretty
You on your legs
You can bet on

to

d

nut

way
neas

he sald; ‘and
like to
I may have
my time, In
Hmits, and

I should
ut it
lot In

my
of them.'
Elve

hls exact
fellow spoke very

you

wor

sl

|
either way

he had

You had
it | understand, '.u
llus Cralg Iast spring.’

lonest to be |

I might have been an old and trust-
ed frlend from the warmth of his
manner Yet as the carrlage rolled
aw2y | noticed that he ralsed the lit-
flap at the back to see that 1
didn't try to follow him

The packet arrived
The notes I stowed away In an Inside
pocket. The typewritten instructions
were unsigned and undated

According to them Cralg was
member of gang “D,” employed
convict farm, In draining and
ing a portion of moor by & stream
Black brook Above
a emall hill on which
lent calrn and stone circle

next morning

a
on a
ineclos-

the stresam ros

WAS AL

o

that In character as & student
would offer an excuse for my pres
ence

Though communication with Cralg

conld not be regularly established, he

| knew that an attempt was Iln prepara-

| waterproof

ce, he whispered ‘

tion. The sight of & man In & white

loitering on the

“NOT HOW

over his fat |

Princetown Arms as of Memphis Uni-

versity, U. 8, A, was sitting on the
cairn bill above the prison that bheld
Jullus Cralg

To the far horizon there stretched
the melancholy moors, deserted
washes of rush marshes and stunted
heather, broken here and there by
wterops of granite, that ¢crowned the
olling ground llke the rulns of a hun-
ired Teudal casties r'or Dartmoor is
i huge anite tableland, and on Its
barren surface no corn will grow nor
ree Nourish

Beneath the rampart of Its contain-
g la les the garden of Devon, &

land of orchards and pleasant woods,
of cornflelds and pasture farms; but
the moors have defled the farmer and
sad willderness that

the same

e
prehistoric man inhabited four thou-
sand years ago You can see where
he buiit his hut circles, and set up hils
great stone avenues to the bhonor of
dead chleftains

It was an uncanny sort of place al-
together, and | shivered as [ sat in
that lonely cemetery of the forgotten
dead

I'he huge prison was bullt on the
opposite slope of the shallow wvalley,

and the farm which the convicts had

won Held by fleld stretched down
from its walls to a brook at the foot
of the calrn hill where | was. On the

further edge of the brook a gang was

at work inclpsing some new ground,
and through my glasses 1 soon made
out the man | was after. The Iast
tUme | had seen him was on his own
coach at Ascot, with the girls buzzing
round him lke w a{ter sugar, and
there he was digging tr es with a
spade. It's a funny world!
About twenty men were In the
| gang. On the outer side a couple of
warders strolled up and down with
rifles under thelr arms I'here was
nothing but a low hedge to stop the
convicts If they knocked down the
guards with thelr spades and made 8
run for it But when 1 looked back
ncross the wastes of the moor 1 un-
derstood In a city a man may van-
is a crowd, but on Dartmoor he
tramp a dozen miles before he
find even a bush to hide him. In
clenr weather the mounted warders
of the ult would ride him down
in half
T town Arms, a gray,

calrn hill |
would be his signal that all was ready, '

GOOD THLTY ARE

wly, pa in between. |
But this s close upon the story as be |
told It to me |
S |
I expect you know the Blue Shield |
in Percher street Take them one
with another, the customers are about
the worst « In all London. One
: ht, towards the end of |
year—| had jolned the
hoping to meet some |
the price of a drink upon
# broke to the wide, wide ¥
Redman, who was after i
for bank note forgeries A
er, had Just ordered me a | Sudden fogs were frequeént upon the |
I w sitting A& stool | moor, and when they came while the
barman reach down the | convicts were at work Iin the flelds,
when 1n wanlked a: the chance of escape was excellent:
1-1F W, very fat and pros | for the authorities did not chaln their |
}erous, w \ dark blue overcoat and | men, and the warders rarely used
a diar { hi Ktle He I-.-rdiu-1| their rifles I'hey trusted to the huge |
about 1€ up his eyes as a | moors upon which men who escaped
ed will  d then | were easlly retaken, half dead from |
CcAme over to whe | wa fatigue and starvation
Mr. Hend I he Cralg would r for the
| ecalrn hill F WAs my
I I told W won duty to convey n L rquay, thirty
ering wt miles away on the coast OUnece there
“1 hav nded to you| he would know where to go, and r:ry‘
by a—by a tual friend,” be sald; 1 responsibility e d. A letter to the
but 1 an L I*8 my businesa | Torquay post ofMce, under the namea |
here My car is walting, If you | of W, Siade, would be forwarded [ui
will glve me your company for tan the writer If | required further as
minutes.” | slstance or had any questions of real
I hesitated & moment, until Redman, | importance |
who eeemed 1t know him, leant That was all; but it was enough for |
across, whispering at 1 should be a | me. Here was & scheme Into which ||
fool to refuse I'ho stranger pushed | could put my bheart There was no |
me Into igham that was stand w-down swindilng, no dirty work|
ing by the pavement opposite the door | about It. [ felt as gay as a schoolboy |
and we started off & smart pace. | off for a hollday |
Once In Regent's park, however, the And so In three days' tlme that|
driver lled his borse to a walk, | ragged rascal Jack Henderson disap-
and my companfon began to do his | peared from London and the well
talking | dressed Mr. Abel Kingsley, vaguely
“Five hundred sovereigns would be | described In the visitors’ book of the

ier-beaten square of granite, was

a pl Aint o ntry inn standing near
the center of the village. It was too
early In the year for tourlsts. Indeed
ag | discovered, there was only one
man beslde mysell sta g In the
house, a Mr, Thomas Hearne, whose
address In the visitors' book was
briefly London When | came down
to dinner that night 1 found bim al-
ready seated at a little table with my
knife and fork lald opposite. I wasn't
anxlous to make new acqualntances,
but I couldn't very well ask them to
lay another table for my benefit. BSo
I took my chalr, and wished him good
evening as politely as possible.

He was a small, gray-bearded man
of over sixty, as [ re ed, and he
seemed as dist ] for conversa-

tion as ever | For that | thanked
my luck, and worked through the din-
ner with my braln busy with one plan
after another., It was Just as coffee
wns served that he asked the ques
tlon which startled me.

wh

BAD MEN ARE; IT 13 HOW

THAT IS SURPRISING .

“The landlord tells me you ars
studying the st on tha
oor,” he sald your opinlon
that they're Neolithle or Druldical?
I cursed the landlord under my
breath. 1 had told hi my story, but
I had forgotten he might pass it on
to others
I latter, ndoubt ¥, 1 sald;
though, If the truth be id, 1 had no
| n s Ate
At ¢ o wi They
were here before ever the Drulds
came Over the sen. May I ask what
Arguments 1 adduce In support of
your theory
ng | had read ut thoma
Atone ipped out of my
in An Instant WAS ho
f trying to bluff he probs
ably had the subjed fingers’
ends. BSo | nodded winaly,
and suggested It wa 0o big a
aubiact t start after er
CHRONICLES TO INTINUED.)
Unable to Appreciate It
To some men popularity Is always
ausplelon ying none thamselves,
they are prone to suspect the validity
of those attalnments which command
it.—George Ha nry Lew




