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CHAPTER XVI.—(Continued.)

Thére was no mistaking the gleam
that lighted the old man's eyes.

*“Who's your purchaser? he asked,

“I think I've mentioned to you the
Patoks Land and Improvement Com-
pany. We've decided not to confine our-
selves Lo our flat scheme alone. We'ra
golng to handle blg real estate schemes
wherever we see anything good enough
and blg enough to make It worth whila.
That wasn't our intention at first, but
I've persuaded our people to see It that
way. All the blg fortunes in this coun-
try have been made In real estate, and
the possibliitles haven't been exhaust-
od yet. If we can hit a falr price, we'll
take your lots and work them off in
our own way; but I shouldn't bother
with the thing at all if it weren't that
I hope to get that creek strip from youw."

“Who are In your company? asked
the old man., His need for cash was
graat, but he tried to conceal his anx-
lety, and he was really curious to know
who were behind Balcomb.

The promoter reeled off a long list
of names, most of them unknown to
Dameron, but Balcomby's ready explan-
ation Imparted stablility to all of them
There were half a dozen country bank-
ers and a number of men who were or
had been State officers,

“You seem to have drawn largely on

the country,” remarked the old man,
daryly.

“You are quite right, I d4id. It's
easler. There's lots of money in these

country banks that's erying for Inveat-
ment. [ know a lot of business houses
right here In our jJobbing distriet that
g0 to the country for their loans. Theass
old Marlona bankers have never got
over the panie of '7T3. Every time they
make a loan they make an enemy. A
man whose credit Is Al doean’t llke to
have to go over hls past and the his-
tory of hls wife's relations even unto
the third and fourth generatlon

time he borrows a few thousand
lars. Not much!”

Dameron lanughed, a little uneasily,
but he laughed. Two years before
would have shuddered at such heresy

“Well," sald Balcomb, rising, *“you
think over the matter and let me know
whether you eare to sell. I'll glve you
one thousand dollars for an option on

every

dol-

he

the creek strip at sixty thousand. I'll
see you In a few days”

“No! No!" The old man's volce
rose querulously. Delays wera dan-

gerous. If Balcomb could do it he must
effect the sale at once

“The figure I named yesterday,” be-
gan Dameron.

“—Is out of the question, sald Bal-
comb, with finallty.

“Then nine hundred dollars aplece
for the block of lota™

“Perfectly absurd” And Balcomb
turned toward the door,

The old man rose and rested agalnst
his desk heavily. Hlis bent figure was
wholly pitiful; the claw-llke fingers on
which he leaned trembled so that his
thin, worn body shook .

“Suppose you name a figure, Mr, Bal-
eomb,” he sald, with a pathetle attempt
at jauntiness.

“I am authorized to close at twenty
thousand cash; and my commilssion
comes out of that We'll say fifteen
bundred commission. But I am not
anxious to buy at that price—Iit's qulite
fmmaterial to me. What I want is the
option.”

“l1 have better use for the money:
yes, 1 can use it to advantage,” sald
Dameron, as though he were pondering
the matter gravely and seeking to jus-
tity himself.

Dalcomb took a step toward him.

“In other real eastate, by the terms of
the trust” he sald, smiling In an In-
sinuating way.

“Yes: yves, of course,” sald Dameron,
hastily.

“And there's the order of court.”

“To be sure—there's an order of
gourt required by the terms of the
trust. 1 suppose youn wouldn't mind

walting a little for that The trust ex-
pires In a few weeks—I prefer to go to
the judge with the whole settlement at
onoce”

“But you prefer not to go to the
judge to ask his approval of this par-
tioular deed. All right. The abstract
needn’'t show these requirements—our
attorney will not be particular. I'll fix
that for you.™

“Yes, you can arrange that, I sup-
pose,” sald the old man, weakly. Ha
was trembling now, visibly, and his
volee ahook

“That will be worth five hundred
more—as special commlission and guar-
anty that you won't forget the court's
approval,” sald Balcomb, coolly,

“No, oh, no!" walled the old man.
“I'm giving it away. You are taking
unfair advantage. I am not well—I
am not quite myself to-day.”

He sank Into his chalr, breathing
hard: but he recovered Instantly and
smiled at Balcomb with an effort

“I'm not & man to back out when I
have pledged my word,” he sald, grand-
Iy. “A trade's a trade™ And Balcomb
grinned

“Now, one other thing, Me., Damer-
on. I'l be square with you and tell
the truth. I've got to have the option
on the creek strip, My peaple are not
& bit erazy to buy lots like these, but
our apartment schemes s a big thing,
and to get your strip of ground out
theres on the creek bank we're willlng
to buy these lots of yours—just, as the
fellow sald, to show there's no hard
feeling.”

=At seventy-five thousand for *he
greek atrip. Not a cent less, Tt's a
part of the lrust. IU's my daughter's
I shall not give It away. Thers are
only a few weaks more In which I shall
have any right to sell—and—and |
have had another offer,” he ended,
weakly.

“Quite lkely; but It Isn't so eany lo
get 80 much cash on ahert notice. And
there's the difMculty of Anding other
real estate to reinvest the money In
and the order of court and all that”

Baleomb stroked his beard and eyesd
his prey. He dropped the suggestion
shout the reinvestment of the pro-

ceeds In real estate merely to show
his scquaintance with the terms of the
trust. It amused him to remember Ez-
ra Dameron's old reputation as & hard
customer. He was proving, In Bal-
comb’'s own phrase, nlmost too easy.

“We'll call It twenty thousand, then,
for the block of lots,” sald the old man,
smiling and rubbing his hands,

“Very well,” sald Balecomb, “with
two thousand as my fee in the matter;
and an option to buy the creek strip at
slxty thousand."

The old man stared at him with a
sudden malevolent light In his eyes,
but. he sald with exaggerated dignity

“Very well, Mr. Balcoml
Dameron drew fromn his desk an
stract of title covering the Roger Mer-
rlam addition. It was In due form, the

ab-

work of a well-known title company
Balcomb took It and ran hils eye
through Its crisp pageas.

Bo the next afternoon a deed was
filed with the county recorder, convey-
Ing the block of lots to the Pdtoka

Land and Improvement Company, Ezra
Dameron recelving ¢ iteen thousand
dollars us conslderat! and J. Arthur
Balcomb two thousand dollars as com-
mission. Opportunities to make two
thousand so easlly were not to be put

aslde, and Balcomb's consclence trou-
bled him not at all over the transac-
tion. Van Cleve, + vice presldent and
attorney, dld exactly what Balcomb,
the treasurer, told him to do without

Dalecomb expressed
it the court's ap-
woming shortly
wnos settled, and

question; and when
himself as satisfied
proval would
when the whole es
that weanwhlile the deed should be re-
corded, Van Cleve readlily acqulesced,
Balecomb told hils assoclates that it was
the only way In which Dameron would
glve the optlion,

Balecomb dld not, of course, tell his
associates that he was accepting a
commission from Dumeron; for there

were times when J. Arthur Balcomb's
volubllity gave way to reticence of the
austerest kind., He plumed himself
upon at last having secured at sixty

thousand dollars an option on the creak
strip, where the 1d apartment housa
was to be bullt; and he sent notices to
his directors of a meeting to conalder
plana for bullding. The fact that the
company had just bought, through his
shrewd agency, something ffty
thousand dollars’ worth of lots for
thousand would, told Van
“look good to the and it

ke
twenty @
Cleve,

h
Jays,”

CHAPTER
f'l'l{\"].lnf!, the I.\'.\'_'\' r
practiced, reached the Tipp«
avery week-day at exactly thirty
utes past twelve o'clock. A good fig-
ure of a man was Copeland. He had
steady brown eyes In which a keen hu-
mor lurke 1d his halr that had once
been black was now white; but he was
still young and the cap
his dark features was becoming.
frock coat Copeland would hav
the Senate or the President's cabinet
table. He had telephoned lLelghton (2
meet him one day near the end of Sep-
tember
“Nothing? Yo
asked Copeland.
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reject my offer?
“*It's better so at your

age. When I was in the practice—
“That was in the day,"” sald Morria
“when a law lbrary In these parts

meant the State declslons and a few
text-books."

Copeland continued
characteristic erispness.

“l have a customer up In the coun-
try who has made the acquaintanca of
your particular friend, Mr. Jack Bal-
comb., Do ¥ w me?"

“Your customer must be a man of
parts, Balcomb does not cultlvate peo-
ple unless he sees something pretty
good in them."

“1 belleve that ls correct. Well, my
customer, whose name s Jennings, has
bought some stock In what 1s known
as the Patoka Land and Improvement
Company, of which Balcomb ls treas-
urer and one thing and another. There's
a lawyer up there In his bullding o

“van Cleve,” suggested Lelghton.

“That's the chap. HIis eyea look llke
a bow! of clam broth. He's the attor-
ney for the company, The reason he
holds the job ls not difficult to deter-
mine. His father Is a banker down
here on the river somewhere and Is
well-to-do. Balcomb, I understand, s
teaching Van Cleve how things are
done In large cltiea”

“He's & competent teacher. Go on”

“A cllent of your office s also In the
game to a certaln extent. [ refer to
Ezra Dameron, that genlal, warm-
hearted, impulsive old [fossll They
tell me on the qulet that he's been
monkeying with options. He's selling
this company the old Roger Merriam
property south of town at half Its
ue and he's given them an
his strip of land out here on the «

to speak with

vil-

n

il
optl

You know Bale He's go-
Ing to bulld an t here at the
edge of town—fountains playlng ev-
erywhere, roof gard native forest
trees—It's a delightful prospect. Dam

eron's corner is a great place for It It

makes no difference whether the
scheme is practicable or not. Balcomb
makes It sound awfully good, It's been

written up In the newspapurs most se-
ductively. It's so good that only the
elect can get In"

*“1 know HBalcomb and his habits
thought. How much is he paying
Dameron for that property ™

“Balcomb has an option at sixty
thousand. Jennings told me that tha
stockholders had already pald In most
of H
could be made at once. The price Is
amazingly low. He must ba hard up
Balcomb tells Jennings and the rest of
them that he bought these lota mersly
to be able to get that creek strip; but
Is’s a bargain and they'll make a good
thing out of the lots. But what's the
matter with Ezra? [ thought perhaps
Carr's relatlions with Dameron were
such that this Information would In-
terest you. The property ls part of the
Margaret Dameron trusteeshlp and 1
hope Miss Dameron will set All ahe's

thelr money #0 that thi purchase

entitied to, [ belleve that's the most
curigus will that was ever probated n
our county,” Copeland continued, with
the exaggerated gravity with which he

tilked of legal matters. “But that
woman certainly had an extraordinary
faith In her husband. Nolody else In
this township would trust Ezra Diumer-
on round the corner with a hot base-
burner. But Mrs. Dunmeron was ns
proud as Lucifer. She was a Merriam
and she must have thought that by
leaving her property to Egra In trust
for their daughter she would put a |
corner-stone under his honor. But the |

trusteeship expires on tha first of Ooto-
ber and the man Is selling property
It

at a ridiculous figure to a crook.
looks rather gueer, doesn’t It?™ |

*Dameron must have had something |
of his own; he had his wife's property
to play with and if he sn't done well
with It it's his own {ault I'm sorry |
that he has fallen Into ltn'u-nmh’all
hands."

“Oh, well; you can't make a silk

e's tall,” observed
“And I fear that

purse out of a sar
Copeland, reflect]
Ezra 1s sardine"

When Morris reached his office, he
t of Margaret Damer-
lead pencil on a

a s

found a first dr

on's will, written in

fuded plece of manila paper, ln Carr's
small regular hand Lelighton had
comeé upon it once In cleaning out an

old desk, and he had put It among hls

own papers as an Interesting specimen
of Carr's handiwork. He unfolded the
sheets now and examined Intently the
form of will, T rms were clear

and unequis 1; he ted the change
of word and phrase he nd there, In
every case an Ilmprovement in the .n-
terest of directness und elarity. There
WAS No (ues meaning ot
the will. Real estate was not to be
s0ld except by pe slon of the court;
and proceeds we » be relnvested In
sther renlty. There was good sense In
the ldea, but had Dameron sold the
Roger Merriam additlon entire to the

Patoka Compur without referring the
sale to the court?
The questlon must be answered, and

he went to the court house and asked
permlssion of the recorder to look at
the deed from Ezra Dameron, trustee,
to the Patoka Land and Improvement
Company It was In the hands of a
clerk for transeribing, but Morrla was
allowed to examine it. It was written
in Dameron's hand, and had been
sopled from a printed form of trustea's
feed. The conslderation was twenly
thousand dollars, the recelpt of which
was duly acknowledged. Lelghton was
a lawyer and he felt o lawyer's disgust

with the ition that the case pre-
sented was clearly In serl-
ous need of ready money or he wouild
not be selllng al estate at a ridieu-
lous figure, It was also patent that in
118 necessity he had turned to Balecomb
as a man who would not scruple at

oblique practices.

REV. THOMAS 1. GASSON,
HEADS BOSTON COLLEGE
— With the recent

development of
plans for a new

Heights,
the name
president,

of
Hev
been

8. J. has

» brought

promi
[1[![!1.!1‘. says Hu-
man Life.

He is a recog

pized authority In all that makes for |

true progress, genlal and easy of ap
proach in his personality, and stern
in his principles of right and wrong
His sense of humor {8 very keen, and
he has many an opportunity of exer
cising it. He tells a story of some
little boys in a sodality, several
yenrs ago, who, when they found he

was to be thelr director, lald down
the law In no mistaken terms regard-
ing the sermons they wanted. “Don’t

preach more than ten minutes, they
enld;: “we don't Uke long germons.”
This to a man to hold
his listeners Interested for long dis
courses.

Even when the joke Is against him
he enjoys it, and his friends have
many A& laugh over Incldents droll
enough in themselves, but droller still

accustomed

from his way of telling them. Intel
lectual though he s, he lovea little
ones dearly, no matter what their

areed or color. At the clos

to Oldtown, Me., recently, he brought |
a little Indian lad back to Boston)|
with him to see the sights. The lad's|

wonder grew with everything
he saw, and the elevated rallway ex
cited his Intense eadmiration. He

| wanted samples of everything to bring

| wall

back with him, but when the sam
ples included such trivial thinga ns
rallways and typewrlters, kind and

generous though Father Gasson was
he had to refuse

People from every walk of 1ife come
to him for advice, from the day labor

er In his overalls to the polished pro- |

fessor with hig “Ologies” and "lsms.”

As a lecturer Father Gasson is also
known, and of late years espe
clally, he hag attracted large audl
ences at varlous lterary
tlons. He 18 always to the fore when

|'here is a question of the uplifting of

Morris went the next day to the of- |

fice of a title company where he was
acqualinted and walte d while the sec-
retary made up a lst of the property
held by E Dameron, trustes. He
found that » sale of the Roger Mer-
y wddit ich had just been re-
ed, left the creek property, The

o8 and the old Marriam home-

stead the only realty remalning In the
trust.
“I thought Mr. Dameron was a heavy

real estate owner,” remarked Morris.

“That's a popular su
the secretary; "“but he's s
idly during the past two years. Hea
owns nothing personally, and he has |
been converting his daughter's prop-
erty very fast, I hope there's nothing
wrong about it"

“1 don't know. Are you sure he
hasn't been buylng other real estato?
Something of the kind is required by
the terms of his wife's will."

“Not in this county at least”™ The

gecretary was sllent for a moment *It
would be a deliclous lrony If Ezra were
to turn up broke, wouldn't 1t7" he sald,
ing.
at depends on the point of view,”
remarked Morris

(To be continued.)
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Hommock for the Baby,

substitute for baby's cradle has
fnvented by a Tennessea man
In the form of a hammock, adapted
to be hung over parents’ bed.
This hammock I8 so designed that it
combines perfect comfort for the occu-
pant with perfect safety and ls with-
in easy reach of the mother If baby

A
been

the

BABY'S HAMMOCK.

needs attention
the hammock
of some flex

"he body portion of
a boat-shaped affalr
material and laces
together at the end. A hood shelters
the head of the device and a belt
passes around it and serves the dou-
ble purpose of keeping the Infant from
falling out and keeping his covers on.
Ropes are attached to each end of the
hammock and thelr other extream-
Ities fastened to hooks In the oppo-
site walls. Thus suspended the hame
mock swings over the bed In full view
of the chiid's parents, who can
rock it as they lle abed and with
much less trouble than it takes to rock
the ordinary cradlee. When not ia
uge the hammock takes up no mere
room than the space required to hang
it on a hook In the closet.

Is

il
iDie

A dog oan run as well on thres legn
as four, which 1s about all the credit
we are willing to give to a dog.

By recusing to listen to secrels eme
is saved unilmited trouble

the people, or ralsing the standard of
education. Questions, whether of men

tal or moral development, are each
and all of great Importance to him
and each and all are treated In a

masterly way.
England'a by nationality, but Amer

lea's by adoption, he has made him-
self the friend and adviser of thou
sands of men and women, both

learned and unlearned,

BARONESS VON SUTTNER
AN APOSTLE OF PEACE

All through her
Ife an advocats
and Inborer for
the cause of
peace, it 18 not
surprising that
Baroness Bertha
von Buttner
known throughout
Europae y es
throughout the
civilized world—
because of her
books and her ef
forts for universal
warfare, should agaln,

freedom from
this year, be one of the winners of the

Nobel This feminine
apostie of the splendid cause Is a most
graclous woman and a clever conver
satlonalist. The friend of everyone In
terested In arbitration, she met

peace prize,

hns

celebrated people of many ecountrles|

and 1s therefore a most Interesting
epeaker. She talks fluently In many
languages and Is a broad-minded, deep
thinking woman, free from prejudiecs

This devoted Austrian lady was born
67 years ago at Prague, daughter of
the late Flold Marshal Count Frane
von Kingky, 8 member of one of the
most anclent and famous houses of
Austrin.  One would hardly expect an
apostle of peace to arlse from the war
Itke house of Kinsky, or that a m
ber of that aristocratle family

would

| devote her entlre life to working for

the people, persuading them that the
only thing that can save the natlona s
a universal peace. The early lifa of
the countess was passed at Vienna
and, owing to her father's high posi
tion, It was very hrilllant, furnishing
her with much Information
been useful In her work
ous hooks she ha
great knowledge
aspocts

When quite a young gir! the Count

The numer
8 written show a
of Ufe In all Its

ess Kinsky was engaged to Prines
Wittgensteln, and It was his early
death In battle that brought to her

foreibly all the horrors of war, For
many years she mourned her lover
and she was no longer young when
she met and married Baron Gundaear
von SButtner. The baron sympathized
in all her views and with his help she
has accomplished much that she might
otherwise have been unable to fulfill
He also was a writer, and he 414 mneh
for the cause of peace,

The baroness has a thorough knowl
edge of Englleh lterature and her
pooks are e iesull of hei tensoming
and her wide reading. The baroness
s president of the Austrian Peace so
clety and s vice-president of the In
ternational Peace bureau at Berne.

One or "Tother.
“1 wish 1 were dead!”™
“Heavens! Can't you marry hey, or
did you?"—Cleveland Leader,

Hoston college, on |
University|
Newton, |
its |

- - PR
Thomas . Gasson, |

nently before tlwl

e of a visit |

organiza- |

that !m!l

$OUTH AMERICAN CITLES.

| dedern Spirit Seen Argeuntinn,
Brasil, Chile and Peru,

The muoicipality of !hln-nrna.AIn:n
will have its own exhibit, but this wil'
pot take into account the indescribabla
attractiveness of (re largest city In
the Southern Hemlsphere. Hers alone
{s an object lesson of the Progress and
America. The

accomplishment of South
| business and social life there 18
equaled only by that of London, Paris
or New York. The luxury and display
Iuru exceeded not even by these capl-
tals. But what is seen In the metrop-
olis of Argentina by no means ex
| hausts the astonishment of the individ-
ual who for the first time becomes
really Ioterested In our slster contl
pent, says Albert Hale in the Amerlk
| oan Review of Reviews. There {s no
place in the exhibition for tllustration
of the development of genulne elviliza-
tion in these citles of South America,
| but in thelr way they express even bet-
tor perhaps than raliways and trans
portation all that is to the credit of
these ten republlcs celebrating a natal
day. Manaos, 1,0/ 0 miles up the Ama
zon, 18 as modern as Kansas Clity. Rlo
de Janelro, which the traveler on the
with its magnifi

way down must Dass,
| cent Evenida Central, its beautiful har
bor just nearing con lotlon at a cost
of $50,000,000, can it to the blush
many & city of the Old or New Worl
for r'hu excellence of 1t clvie progrers
't this traveler is wise he will not be
content with the exhibitlon alone, but
will cross the Andes and learn further
cltles as Santingo
l¢ and Lima In

lessons from such
| and Valparalso in Cl
| Peru. Thaey all manifest the splrit o
| the twentloth with as much
vigor as our clties display and, as &
| rule, they are far more beautiful, sar
prising aa the state nant may Aappear
to the uptraveled North American

century

| BETTER HEALTH
1 WILL RESULT

'l To the thousands of per-
| dsons who suffer from ail-
' Iments of the Stomach, Kid-
| neys, Liver or Bowels, and
who therefore feel half-
sick all the time, we want
to urge an immediate trial
of Hostetter’s Stomach Bit-
ters. We know from past
experience that it will be
of great benefit to you and

bring about an improve-
ment in your health. It is
for Indigestion, Dyspepsia,
Constipation and Malarial
| fFever. Try it today.
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Old-Time Espousal Ring.

A particularly beautiful form of es
pousal rlug was known as Lie "glme
mel” or linked ring, which was madae
in parts, which, when brought to
gether, assumed the appearance of
the ring shown with clasped hands.

Baves Hdge of Ple,
A wire contrivance, patented by an
Nlinols man to Uft a ple from an oven
Is deslgned to oparate so that the edge

of the crust will vot he broken.
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RELIABLE DENTISTRY

REASONABLE RATES
ofl St o Torth aaly. . $5.00
Fridge-wark ar Toeth with.
et Flates . 5350 1o $5.00
R Rubbar Platon snly . $7.50
(ood Rubber Mutes snly, $5.00
& 4w Porcrlain Crowm
1150w 55,00
bold o Porcsinin Fillegs, §1
Wiver Mg anly . $0¢ 1 §1

S peaial

i Sur Worx OUARANTEED PearecT

el avampion e enrof
:.,f ron el for appe ‘...u:m::,r
- J ! im « day o betier
fngs, Modern guaioor: Hej i

Siecialist.  Ladr strendani i

' THE nﬂ'E.W YORK DENTISTS |

A STURDITANT, Mgr

.I-rh--h- Smi, fommwlinm
| R o Fourd id W, Fartiond. Grecna
—ee e ———

TAKE A DOSE OF

PISO°

s P O:: Mll‘:cm:

I

| Thon [ was ready t

Y H e ——
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Ahe late General Gordop “

fleved the Coco de Mer 1o be
bidden frult, and the Seyche
lands to be the site of e o

-y 10

Eden. This idea was &
In bis mind that he causeq fere:
to be taken of the "‘""""l'lllli
for the purpose of true 12 e
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firmed him In his bellot
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His Mysterions Galn of Tw,
utes Made Clear to iy
“I am, I have been all my |y

l{r Iitli.nxom. according to 1
York Sun, “a v
I rise at a c hour, ¢

breakfast at a certaln timas AZ
downtown dally always at g
minute by the clock; bot this
some unaccountable reason
myself starting min

| and really It quite disturbed

two

ged at their
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Resume of Import
ted in Condense
Our Busy Read

Clay, of Georgia,

peart failure,

is endeavoring to
Alasks conl land

40,366 testimonials recelye .
count In two years. be \Llf:) ] Rrpu’hll('ﬂﬂl! 'i'rhl
- o the legislature of t
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Angeles cobbler
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