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An appalling  c rash  of th u n d er 

cau sed  W allace Gordon to  pull up his 
re s t le s s  team  sharp ly  and tak e  stock  
of th e  situation . He had been con­
sc ious, in a  way, for th e  previous 
h o u r  th a t a heavy dow npour of ra in  
w as beating  on the  top and sides of 
h is  snugly closed vehicle, but up to  
th a t  m om ent he had no t realized  the  
serio u s side of It.

"By G eorge!” he exclaim ed. “T his 
looks bad—deuced bad. A little  m ore 
of it and th e re  will be all so rts  of 
tro u b le !"

He pulled back th e  team  to a sem ­
b lan ce  of o rder and w ent on under 
th e  whip, lu rching th rough  broad 
pools and m uddy riv u le ts which w ere 
b re ak in g  across th e  highw ay In m any 
p laces. H e had been on a 40-mlle 
d r iv e  th a t day and was re tu rn in g  with 
a  m ind 111 a t rest. T he even ing  before 
h e  had called  on th e  w insom e, bu t old- 
fa sh ioned  N ellie S tew art for a final 
a n sw e r to  his petition  of love. Miss 
£ lellie  was not old-fashioned In ap­
p e a ra n c e  by any m eans, but she had 
nggravatlng ly  old-fashioned ideas 
ab o u t the  con tinuation  of love when 
once  plighted, as he r Im petuous young 
lo v er had put it a hundred  tim es In 
h is  so lita ry  drive.

"W allace, dear,” she had said on 
p a rtin g , “give me ju s t  24 hours more. 
I  m u st be Sbsolutely su re  on every  
p o in t. If we do m arry  It m u st no t be 
fo r  a  m onth, a y ear or h a lf a  lifetim e, 
b u t  for all tim e. Now, aw ay  down In 
y o u r  h eart, dear,"  looking s tead ily  Into 
h is  eyes, “do you th in k  th a t  you could 
c o n tin u e  to  love me when I am old, 
faded , w ith ered —love me as you do 
n o w —as I know you do?”

“ I do.”
“ I know It Is ex trem ely  selfish of

m e  to  be so ex ac ting  when I can do no 
m o re  m yself th an  give you my sacred  
■word th a t I sha ll be loving and fa ith ­
fu l to  th e  end as I req u ire  of you; 
som ehow  I th in k  I know m yself— 
b u t—” she broke off w ith a quaver.

In a m om ent she had recovered  and

T h e re  W as a Renew al of the 
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w as sm iling  up a t him. “Come back 
th is  tim e tom orrow  evening," she 
sa id , "and then  I will be able to give 
you my an sw er one way or th e  o ther."

Gordon was on his n a y  back when 
th e  c rash in g  sto rm  had in te rru p ted  
h is  tra in  of thought. He w as w ithin 
tw o  m iles of hom e now and th e  girl 
o f his affections lived a  m ile off, a t 
r ig h t  ang les on a beau tifu l country  
lane .

"H eaven  help  m e!” he m utte red , 
saw in g  a t the  lines In an  a tte m p t to 
k e e p  the  ho rses ' heads poin ted  In a 
hom ew ard  d irection . "T h is  is a  cloud­
b u r s t  and the  b ridge will not stand  an ­
o th e r  five m inu tes.”

He a ttem p ted  to  send th e  horses 
a h ea d  w ith lash and harsh  com m ands, 
b u t  th e  poor bensts knew th e  danger 
ah ea d  b e tte r  th an  did th e ir  d is trac ted  
m a s te r  and they dashed from  th e  road 
to w ard  h ig h er g round . In an open 
field. As the  team  cam e around, fa­
c in g  th e  rag ing  w aters, Gordon caught 
a  g lim pse of a  figure a t  th e  extrem e 
e n tra n c e  to  the  bridge. T he horses 
w e re  still plunging, but In a m om ent 
he  had them  n e are r  th e  bridge and 
cou ld  m ake ou t th a t  th e  person  w as a 
w om an. She was s tan d in g  on the 
g u a rd  ra il clinging to  an u p rig h t post 
w hile  th e  angry  w a ters  leaped and 
bounded hungrily  a t h e r  feet. She 
w as calling  for help, bu t th e  ro a r of 
th e  w a ters  drow ned h e r w ords to a 
m ere  Jumble.

G ordon's first Im pulse w as to  spring  
from  the  buggy, b reas t th e  w ater, a l­
read y  shoulder high, and runn ing  like 
a  sea  across th e  space a t  th e  approach  
to  th e  bridge, and lend w h a tev er aid 
h e  could to  th e  w om an; bu t before  he 
cou ld  get his feet c lea r of th e  robes 
a n d  trap p in g s and sp ring  out. th ere  
w as a  c rash , followed by a scVeam. and 
th e  old bridge toppled from  Its founda­
tio n s  and floated away, a t  first h esi­
ta tin g ly  and then  sw inging to  m id­
s tre a m  gained m om entum  and In a 
m om ent was ra rin g  w ith th e  raging 
to rren t. An Im mense pile of drift- 
wood had s tn ick  It n e a r th e  middle 
and  It was gone before Gordon could 
rea lize  w hat had happened. For a 
aecond he rem ained strick en  Into In­
a c tio n  W hen the s tru c tu re  had fa l­
len  from  Its supports and buoyantly  
com e to  the  surface  a f te r  th e  first 
p lunge, he saw the  woman still c ling­
in g  to  th e  post. She seem ed to have

rem ained  on th e  top  side of the  de­
stroyed  s tru c tu re  and as ye t had not 
suffered greatly .

T he team  was sen t flying down a 
side road p a ra lle l w ith the  s tream  In 
five m inutes G ordon was ab rea s t of 
the  sw iftly  floating bridge. He leaned 
ou t and called  a t th e  top of bis voice; 
"H old fa s t; I'll g e t you ofT som ehow."

T he wom an feebly waved a hand to 
signify  th a t she  had heard  him. Tho 
team  w ent on a t  th e  speed of the  
wind H alf a m ile down stream  he 
Jerked his h o rses to  a sudden stop  and 
sp ran g  ou t on the  spongy sod. A

The afte rnoon  tea  w as over, and the
, widow C halm ers sat down to th ink  

hundred  yards above the  bridge had T here  had been pregent Mr c h a r les
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becom e en tan g led  in a tree  top  and 
was sw inging ou t of th e  m ain c u rre n t 
tow ard  shore. It paused dizzily In an 
eddying circ le . Gordon could see th e  
wom an In th e  sam e position  th a t she 
had a t first occupied. He looked 
about for m a te ria l for an im provised 
ra ft. N othing w as In sigh t and he 
was abou t to  pull off his co at and 
sw im  to  the  rescu e  when th e  bridge 
again  sw ung out and w ent on.

Gordon sp ran g  back to  his vehicle 
and followed In p u rsu it, calling  as he 
w en t; "K eep up your courage; th e re  
is still h o p e !”

M ontague. He 'oved to be called 
Charlie. He spoke with a draw l. He 
was alw ays bored. He hadn’t am bi­
tion enough to throw  one of h is nu­
m erous c red ito rs dow nstairs.

And th e re  was Philip  M anchester. 
He had a  studio  used for sm oking 
alone, and he was w aiting  for his au n t 
to die and leave him a hundred thous­
and dollars. He was a langulsher.

And Capt. Noble had put his hand 
on his h eart and s ta r te d  to propose to 
her, and was stopped only by a second 
cup of tea. He belonged to the  H orse 
M arines, o r som e o th er m ilita ry  body.

A half m ile fa r th e r  on, the  bridge and w as ex trem ely  proud of his droop- 
g ro u rd ed  a g a in s t an  Island of bushes : jng  m ustache.
on a s lig h t e levation . In a  m om ent It | Also, th e re  was Reggy P en d erg ast, 
sw ung shorew ard  and cam e to  a dead j (be society  pet. H e w rote sonnets and 
stop. Gordon could see the  wom an sto le  poems. He cu ltivated  a lisp and 
lying face dow nw ard across th e  rough J g blush. He alw ays held som e one’s 
tim bers. He p lunged in to  th e  see th in g  poodle dog In his lap  when he sa t
w a ters  a  hundred  y a rd s above w ith 
th e  d e te rm in a tio n  to reach  the  w reck­
age. He had g iven h im self th a t  dis­
tance  as a leew ay ag a in s t being  
bea ten  down by th e  cu rren t. W ading

down, and th e  ladies spoke adm iringly  
of h is eccen tricity .

And th ere  was— But w hat was the  
use? T h ere  was only one gen tlem an  
p resen t w orth rem em bering , and he

obliquely w ith th e  c u rre n t he was had yexed b<jr a ,u t le  by h „  a t t l tu de. 
soon w aist deep, th en  shoulder deep  in He had gcarcely pald he r a Pompu
th  ; tum bling , d rift-laden  w aters. He m ent. He h a d n 't com e and daw dled
k ep t his feet w ith difficulty and was and d ep arted  bu t had rem ained  less 
in the  a c t of tak in g  a long b rea th  for tb an  b a jf an bour He h a d n 't chum m ed 
th e  final plunge when a sec tion  of wlth the  daw dlera . He had be trayed  
board fence floated ag a in st him. He , no e rc gn t r lclty. She couldn’t  rem em - 
grasped  It w ith both hands and braced  ber who had brought h lm , but she  had 
h im self to  sto p  It. I t  sw ung In be- ,,ked hla face and the  , lttle  be 9ald . 
low him  and bobbed lightly  in th e  less p ranklln  wa8 the  nam e he had g i v e n -  
ag ita ted  w ater. C linging to  th e  ra f t  W orth m n k U n .
w ith one hand and holding onto som e __ , . ., , . . . . .  T here  w ere a dozen chaps whobushes w ith th e  o th e r he looked about.
He had his ra ft bu t he lacked m eans would have given a do lla r o r tw o to

of propelling  It. L ooking up and be assu red  th a t th e  widow C halm ers

down, he saw  a long fence-stake float- rem em bered them  a f te r  th e ir  depart-
_____  , „  .. ,. | ure from  one of he r teas. She wasIng n e a re r  shore. Pu lling  th e  ra f t  to .. , . . . . . .  . .. .. . , .. , on th e  r ig h t side of th ir ty , handsom e,w here th e  w a te r  w as less th a n  kn ee! . . . “ . .  ̂ , . J

deep, he secured  the  s tak e, stepped  “ 1  “ ?*.J *
on th e  ra ft and pushed out. poling w ith by 8° c ' et3]  , S o c l e P ' ^ e d  ° u t  th is

one and th a t  one for h e r to m arry .all his m ight. T he ra ft  c a rried  him 
safely  enough b u t w as being  sw ept 
down by the  c u rre n t  so rap id ly  th a t 
he feared  he  would m iss th e  bridge. 
S e ttin g  th e  end of th e  pole In th e  soft

and he w as a daw dler. He w as a la 
d ies ' tea  m an. He w as a talked  of 
sm all talk . He had eccen tric itie s  and 
a  draw l. She w as given c red it for a

ened ea rth , he b raced  h im self and fat bank accvou" t ' * ° ° d looks and ” 
se n t th e  fra il c ra f t fo rw ard  a t good Rood figure, bu t he r n a tu re  was sup
speed. He w as w ith in  a few y ard s of P086^ * ?  bie ifrl_voloua: ,  S he_c_0ul1d 
th e  end of th e  b ridge  and w as float- j 
ing by a t  an  a la rm in g  ra te  of speed
Once m ore he th ru s t  th e  pole down. 
H is h e a r t  a lm o st stopped  fo r he could 
no t reach  bottom . At th a t  In stan t 
th e re  w as a  sc rap in g  sound a t  h ts feet 
and he saw  th e  top  b ran ch es of a 
sap ling  rak in g  by. D ropping th e  pole 
he c lu tched  one of th e  b ran ch es and 
lying flat on th e  ra f t  he held on w ith i 
se t tee th . T he shock  of th e  sudden 
stop  a lm o st to re  th e  flesh from  his 
hands. G radually  th e  s tra in  slackened  
and th e  ra ft  sw ung ag a in st th e  bridge. 
He sh ifted  h is position  quickly and 
g rasped  one of th e  bridge tim bers. 
T he n ex t m om ent he was s tan d in g  on 
th e  bridge. T he ra f t  was pulled up j 
sufficiently  to  p rev en t It from  w ash- | 
Ing aw ay.

Gordon th en  sp ran g  tow ard  the  
wom an. "P o o r old soul,” h e  ex­
claim ed, stooping  over her. She w ore | 
a  sunbonnet, w hich had becom e w et 
and hung over h e r face, h id ing  he r 
featu res . A faded shou lder shaw l had 
slipped up ab o u t h e r neck, w hile  a 
cheap  calico  d re ss  clung ab o u t he r 
d renched  form . All th is  Gordon saw  
a t a  g lance as he  stooped to  ra ise  
the  lim p body.

“She’s p robably  som e poor o'.d 
g ran d m o th er,"  Gordon said ha lf aloud 
as he stag g ered  a long  with th e  body 
In his a rm s to w ard  th e  ra ft. P lacing  
h e r on one of th e  p lanks w ith he r 
head lying on one of th e  posts which 
served a s  a  cross-section  to th e  ra ft,

to have h eard  of th e  ta riff o r cold s to r­
age.

And th e  widow reca lled  the  face of 
W orth F ran k lin  and som ehow fe lt glad 
th a t he had called  In and tow ered over

It W as Furious.

the  o th er m en. And when she thought 
of the  silliness and th e  foppery and 
the  hypocrisy of It all she  w rote out a 

he  pushed off, g ra sp in g  th e  tops of I teleg ram  to  he r d ear friend, Mrs. Lee. 
bushes h ere  and th e re  to s ta r t  him  down In th e  country , and said she was
shorew ard . T hen  g rasp in g  h is pole 
he w orked fran tica lly  un til th e  ra ft 
was safe, in shallow  w ater,. Jum ping  
Into th e  w a te r w aist-deep, he picked 
up th e  wom an and waded ashore

coming to v isit her, and would be 
there  on th e  evening tra in  next day.

Mr. W orth  F ran k lin  w as an arehl 
tec t Just g e tting  a foothold. He had 
am bition, e a rn es tn ess  and persever-

R eachlng  a  g ra ssy  plot he gen tly  low- | ance, bu t noth ing In bank and no old 
e red  h e r to the  ground, and pu lling  au n ts  to  leave him  a legacy. A citl 
back th e  w et folds of th e  bonnet, zen down a t G lendale w anted  a m odest 
which had concealed  her fa re  up to little  skyscraper, and som e one told
th a t tim e, he looked a t th e  still face 
S tag g erin g  back  w ith blanched face, 
he c ried ; "My God, It Is N ellie !"

him of Mr. F rank lin , and he w rote to 
him  to  come down. The a rch itec t te le ­
graphed  In reply, and so It was elec-

At first he fell to  chafing he r hands , tr lc lty  as well as steam  th a t landed
and calling  he r nam e Im ploringly, him  and the  widow at the  village de
then  sp ring ing  to  his feet he re.n to  pot together. They did not occupy 
th e -b u g g y  for th e  lap  robes. W rap th e  sam e car com ing down, and as 
p ing  h e r In them  he h u rried  with he r both w ere bundled up for storm y 
to the  buggy and lifted  h e r In th e  best j w eath er they  did not recognize each 
he could He grasped  th e  lines with o th er when they got off. 
one hand and stead ied  her w ith the  And j be WCath e r, w hich had been 
o ther. T he head s of the  horses w ere [ th rea te n in g  all day to play high Jinks 
tu rn ed  tow ard  th e  S tew art home. j broke w lth a  blizzard and th ings be'

T hey had no t gone a hundred yards gap to howl. T here  was no carriage  
b efo re  th e  g irl shuddered  and other- from Mrs. I ^ e 's ;  no m an who wanted 
w ise m anifested  sym ptom s of re tu rn  ,  sk yscraper! The o th er passengers 
ing consc iousness in response  to th e  Btruck 0u t for th e |r  hom es and were 
lo v er 's  agonizing  appeals to  h e r to log, to gtghti and the  arch1tect and
speak.

"Oh W allace, can  you over fergivt. 
m e?” sh e  w h ispered  when she could 
speak. “Oh, w h a t a  foolish, foolish 
th in g  I d id !”

H e pressed  h e r  closer.
"I w as going to  te s t  your resp ec t for 

old age.
”1 com e ou t In th ese  poor c lo thes to

th e  widow found them selves In a box 
At least the depot agen t looked at 
them  and grinned and Bald:

"No hacks for th e  hotel tonight. No 
hacks for anyw here. T elephone has 
gone dead. It's  going to snow all n ight, 
and you will have to sit h ere  by th e  
stove till m orning.''

m eet you and I expected  som ehow to  [ T b* a?en t waa w orking for 945 per 
And a way In th e  guise of a  poor, old ™°n ,h - w l,h  00 chance to  m ake any- 
worn an to  te a t you w ithout being  ,b nK on *be outside, and had lost }5

at poker the n ight before, and he took 
p leasure  In m aking th e  announce­
m en t

It was when the  widow exclaim ed. 
“Oh, dear, bu t w hat shall I d o !” th a t

____the a rch itec t recognized he r voice and
Now, I doubt only m yself." ! rein troduced  him self. She was glad to

see him and shook hands heartily . She

found o u t  T hen  th e  storm  cam e and 
I was caugh t In th e  bridge."

F o r a  m om ent th e re  was s ilen c e  
Then. Oordon ask ed ; "Nellie, do you 
s till  doubt me?"

"N o.” was the  fa in t w hisper near 
hla ear

1 felt rig h t aw ay th a t som ething would
be doing.

“ Fill up th is  s to v e !” he com m anded, 
as he tu rn ed  to the  agent.

He was grudgingly  obeyed, but at 
! the  sam e tim e asked If he thought he 

was runn ing  th a t railroad.
“And now w hat’s the  m atte r  with 

| your telephone?  Ah, I see. A boy ten J  years old could flx It In five m inutes 
T h ere 's  a livery  stab le  In tow n ol 

i course. W h at's  the  num ber?"
" It 's  432, bu t you won’t get no hack 

The m an is d ru n k  and his d river has 
quit."

Ring! R ing! R ing! No answ er.
“But you w on’t  go ou t In this 

s to rm ?" said the  widow as the  a rch i­
tect tu rn ed  up his coat collar.

"Back In half an hour," he replied 
as he passed out.

Yes! the  ow ner of th e  only public 
stnblos In the  town was asleep  In his 
own barn . He was locked In, but the  
door was pried  open. He woke up and 
objected  and was flung Into a stall. A 
horse was led out, h a rnessed  to a cu t­
ter, and the  d runken m an objected  
again. T his tim e he was pitched Into 
th e  snow. In forty  m inu tes Mr. F rank  
lln drove up to the  depot. It was snow ­
ing and blowing, and It was the  horse 
who found th e  way.

"And now for Mrs. L e e ’s."
“B ut—bu t I don’t know th e  way. All 

I know Is th a t  It's about a m ile away."
T he agen t had gone across the  road 

to s tand  up to declare  th a t the  rich 
w ere grow ing richer and the  poor poor­
er, and th a t the  life blood was being 
ground ou t of him, when som e one 
en te red  and grabbed him by the  arm  
and dem anded to know w here Mrs. 
Lee lived.

"N ever heard  of he r,” he replied  as 
he saw  th a t  It w as th e  a rch itec t.

“T hen you’d b e tte r  get posted at
once. Come o n !"

And Mr. F rank lin  ran  him across 
the  s tre e t and Into th e  depot and up to  
Mrs. C halm ers, and said:

"T ell th e  lady w here Mrs. Lee lives, 
and tell he r qu ick!"

“ 'B out a m ile up the road, on th e  
rig h t hand side. Big tree s  In fron t.”

"T hanks. I can find it."
"B et you can 't, not in th is  storm , 

and if you ge t froze to d ea th —”
But th e  widow and the  a rch itec t 

w ere a lready  passing  out Into th e  
storm . It was furious. The horso 
m ust be left to tak e  h is own gait. He 
took it and brought up a t th e  livery 
stable. T he d runken  ow ner awoke 
and objected , bu t the  equine w as tu rn ­
ed around, the  gad applied. T his tim e I 
he s ta rte d  fo r som ew here. He w as | 
half way th ere , and he w as going along J 
with his eyes sh u t when he stum bled 
and fell.

“And now we are  surely  lo s t!” cried
the widow.

Mr. F ran k lin  jum ped ou t and had 
the old nag on his four legs In two ; 
m inutes. T w en ty  rods fa rth e r  on an 
abandoned wagon w as found across | 
th e  road, and th e  old horse  c rashed  j 
in to  It and sa t down. Mr. F ran k lin  
rolled It aside  Into th e  ditch , a ssisted  
the ho rse  to  stand, and in ten  m in­
u tes m ore he w as m aking th e  doorbell 
a t  th e  Lee m ansion rin g  all k inds of 
joyous sounds. W hen the  door w as 
opened he stood th ere  w ith a snow 
woman In his arm s, and hav ing  su r­
rendered  h e r to friends he called a 
good n igh t and re tu rn ed  to the  horse. 
Next day, while he w as ta lk in g  w ith I 
the  m an who w anted th e  p iodest sky-1 
scraper, a note was handed him. It 
asked the  m an of action If he would I 
kindly call som ew here and receive 
som ebody's thanks.

He called and he was thanked , and 
if such little  rom ances don’t lead to 
adm iration , love and engagem ents 
what  does becom e of them ?

Q G
KATE’S WHITE 

ELEPHANT

□=
By OS WAL D E A S T W O O D

□
As a rem ark ab le  v a rian t from  the  

type to  which he actually  belonged, 
David M lnturn stood in re fresh ing  
prom inence. T he founder of the  fam ­
ily had secured  m illions by m ethods 
w hich sub jected  him to m ore or less 
c riticism  In his generation , but which 
would be regarded  as highly conserva­
tive  a t the  p re sen t tim e. The in­
te rm ed ia te  M lnturns had revised the  
m ethods to su it th e  tim es and had 
added to the m illions. To fulfill the  
trad ition , David should have been a 
spend th rift.

He was not. On the  con trary , he 
was about as sa tisfac to ry  a specim en 
of th e  congenially  rich young m an as 
could be found anyw here, and even 
those who w ere no t friendly to  the 
c lass had to ad m it It. So fa r as he 
knew, he had n 't an  enem y In the 
world, which, considering  the b read th  
of his acquain tance, was ra th e r  a 
no tew orthy  condition. D espite the  
fai t th a t he had never done a day 's 
w ork in his life, and never expected 
to, his patrim ony had not dim inished 
ten  years a f te r  it had come in to  his 
possession. He was still the richest 
bachelor in his native  city. W hy he 
was a bachelor a t all had been d is­
cussed from every point of view save 
his own. It had not even occurred  to 
him  to  have a point of view on the 
subject.

But th a t very m orning he had begun 
fa w onder how It was th a t he had 
never asked K atherine  Sewell to 
m arry  him. By a curious m ental 
tw ist, which he did no t a tte m p t to 
analyze, hts fa ilu re  to have done so 
took the form of a sin of om ission. 
He even convinced h im self th a t he 
had been guilty  of the m ost g igantic  
p lunder of his life. The new-born 
consciousness th a t for a t least half 
a dozen y ears he had kep t s ilen t in 
the  alm ost dally  p resence of th e  m ost 
charm ing  wom an In the world alm ost 
overw helm ed him. The idea w as so 
an tagon istic  to bis notion of the  fit-

m
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'T h is Is About My B ravest Deed.1

VERY MODEST SCHOOL MA’AM

No Doubt She M eant Well, but Super­
in tenden t O verruled H er Ideas 

as “ Bosh.”

Miss Anna Sayre, principal of the  
Lincoln prim ary  school of N ew ark, N. 
J., believes th a t m odesty Is the  crow n­
ing v irtu e  of woman and th a t 
its  p rincip les cannot be inculcated  too 
early. T herefore, she forbade little  
g ir’.s to  come to school during  the  hot 
w eather w ithout gulm pes in th e ir 
d resses, and would not allow the  little  
boys to a tten d  w ithout collars.

"I have tried  to teach  m odesty In the  
schoolroom ," she says. "I deem ed 
d resses cut six Inches low front and 
back decidedly im m odest and Indecent. 
We cannot s ta r t  too early  to teach  mod­
esty  in d ress nowadays. My ideas may 
seem  old fashioned, but if It is old fash ­
ioned to teach  m orals I am glad to be 
so term ed .”

Miss S ay re 's  o rder ag a in st low 
d resses on her six and seven-year-old 
charges caused m uch Indignation 
am ong N ew ark m others. The o rder 
was disobeyed by m any, and the Insub­
o rd in ate  ones were kept a f te r  school 
and m ade to w rite  "gulm pe” on the 
blackboard  un til th e ir little  hands 
w ere tired . Then the  m others appeared  
to S u p erin ten d en t of Schools Poland. 
Being a m an, he took a m an 's view 
of the  subject.

“B osh!” he rem arked  tersely . "L et 
'em  w ear gulm pes or not, as they  like. 
W hat difference dot.« i t  m ake, any 
way ?”

The boys had practically  the sam e 
experience. Seeing how com fortable 
the  l ittle  g irls  looked In th e ir  low- 
necked d resses, the  boys doffed th e ir 
co llars for all. A nother appeal to Mr. 
Poland rcsu ltod  In the sam e ru ling  as 
In the  case of th e  girls.

Those Questions.
W adsw orth  (a t th e  te lep h o n e)— 

Hello, Is th is m ain 3967?
Voice a t  th e  O th er E nd—Yes, who 

a rq  you?
W sdsw orth— Is H sm m ersley  th sre ?  
Voice s t  th e  o th e r End— Yee. Do 

you w ant to ta lk  to him ?
W adsw orth—No. I w ant to  k iss n™

ness of th ings th a t  he seized his hat 
and s tick  and covered the tw o blocks 
betw een his house and th a t of the  Se­
wells in an Incredib ly  sh o rt tim e. Half 
an  hour la te r  he had done his best to 
re p a ir  his sin  of om ission, and had 
found h im self Involved In a sea  of 
unexpected difficulties.

“It Is such a perfectly  undream ed­
of su rp rise ,” she  said, and her m an­
ner seem ed to  confirm  th e  s ta tem en t. 
"W e have been acquain ted  so m any 
y ears th a t It Is very hard  for me to 
believe th a t—th a t It Is possible.”

It would have been an easy way, 
perhaps a lover’s way, to plead lack 
of courage as an excuse for his si­
lence, but he was too honest for that.

"I m ust have loved you all the  
tim e," he said, “bu t I w as too stupid 
to discover It. How could I have 
helped It?” he asked, w ith an  earn ­
estn ess  th a t  b rough t a flush to he r 
face.

“I suppose th e  possib ility  of—of my 
Inability  to do as you w ish—never oc­
curred  to you, did it?"  she stam ­
m ered.

"No. it d idn’t," he confessed, bluntly.
“I don 't see how you could have 

been so su re ,” she said, w ith a little  
laugh th a t was akin  to a sob. Then 
she m ade a brave effort to contro l he r­
self and w ent on slowly: "W hat will
vou say when I tell you th a t I m ade 
up my mind long ago never to m arry  
a man who had not done som ething 
very difficult of ach ievem ent?  Have 
you ever done any th ing  no tew orthy?"

"T his Is about my b rav est deed,” 
he adm itted , gravely. "T here  Isn 't a 
g re a t deal left for me to do. The 
n o rth  pole Is discovered and the 
sou th  pole will be before I could get 
th e re .”

‘P lease  don’t m ake fun of me. I 
know It Is only a  left-over whom of my 
.em lm en tM  days, b a t j r e a ;;y mean 
It,” she said.

"Do you m ean It now ?” he dem and­
ed brusquely, looking he r full in the 
eyes.

•Oh, I suppose I do,” she  re tu rned , 
ra th e r  confusedly.

"T he nail you have to do is to tell 
me w hat It shall be," he declared , 
rising  w ith a display of energy  th a t 
was new to him. "O ut with It! Don’t 
sp s re  me. I deserve It all, and more,
too.'

She knew  th a t she had no t succeed­
ed In her effort to convince him  th a t 
she  was really  uncerta in  of h e r own 
feeling for him. and the  know ledge 
wae so d isqu ieting  th a t  ehe was led 
in to  fu rth e r ex travagances by he r oon-

| fusion Any absurd ity  werJ 
w a n  th a t he should think he] 
to fall Into his arm s without j 
cen t Investigation .

"Oh. well— " she said, with 
heroic e ffort to keep her voicJ 
"If you in sis t, I will tell you! 1 
a w hite  e lep h an t."

He w as equally  determined 
cept h e r  conditions and to puj 
self of h is sin  of omission. 1 
th a t K a th arin e  Sewell had ta 
uge in  a b su rd ity  was an actui 
He fe lt th a t he was getting! 
m arkably  well under the 
stances.

‘A m ere  trifle ,” he said, md 
w ith cheerfu l a lacrity . "H(1 
tim e do you give me to go oud 
or A frica  o r w herever It Is] 
one?”

“Oh—about a —a—week," J 
piled, w ishing for nothing bo ] 
to  have  him  leave her to her o] 
tlons.

"G ee! A w eek from todJ 
a. m ." he  sa id , as If It were d 
word In th e  m ost commonpla] 
ness ag reem en t.

Not u n til he reached home J 
full ex trav ag an ce  of the p J  
unfold Itself to his unders] 
W hat m iracle  had he elected 
form ? He knew perfectly wJ 
e lep h an t o r no elephant, Kata 
was his bu t how should he 1 
th is one o pportun ity  she ha] 
him to  show him self a man? 
ized It w as no t a chance to b] 
hero, bu t It was som ething. T| 
he th o u g h t of It the  less ta 
seem ed. W hite elephant, Inda 
could no t rem em b er th a t he ta 
seen such  a  thing . W asn't It a 
a fabulous b eas t?  The posslblj 
so d is trac tin g  th a t he resolved 
11 to  the  counsel of Stacy, wtj 
every th ing .

H alf an hour la te r  he was sj 
the p riv a te  office of the Juniq 
ber of the  Arm of Stacy & Co] 
sal p rov iders . Tom Stacy hi 
his c lass m ate  a t  college and j 
longed to  th e  sam e fraternity! 
was ns gen ia l as he was shre] 
David had a lw ays liked hi 
m ensely.

"1 w an t to  consu lt you on J  
of b u sin ess,” M lnturn  said, al 
custom ary  greetings.

“Com m and m e," Bald Stacy, 
b est b u sin ess  m anners.

"I believe you supply any di 
David observed , as an enterln 

"U n iv ersa l providers," Total 
ted, w ith  a  large  smile.

"Suppose one should ask fi 
th ing  very u n u su a l—somethin 
say no t to  be found on the m 

T h ere  was ev ery th in g  In Tot 
ne r to  Ind ica te  th a t  he regard' 
a condition  of th ings as extren 
probable. "If we w ere asked 
n ish  any a r tic le  w hatever,’ 
w ith g re a t  d ign ity , "we shoi 
obliged to  m ake good. Our 
he u n iv e rsa l p ro v id ers would 
It.”

"Do you happen to  have 
th ing  as a  w hite  e lephant?” 

S tacy  saw  In an Instant 
friend was not guying him, thi 
ery  b rough t w ith  It a tempon 
b a rra ssm e n t w hich was a 
novelty  In th e  young merchan 
rlence.

"I don’t  believe we have tl 
cle—In sto ck ,” he said, heslta 

"B ut of course  you can obt 
said th e  o th e r, w ith a grim si 

“Oh, yes— w ith sufficient noi 
d a re d  th e  u n iv ersal provide; 

"H ow  long would you requlr 
"W ell—” rep lied  Stacy, coc! 

eye m ed ita tiv ely , "I should si 
two y ears  would be about tl 
e r  w rin k le .”

”1 m u st have  a  w hite elepl 
w eek from  today—at ten o'cloi 
m orn ing ,” sa id  David, with gri 
tln c tn ess  of u tte ran ce . And 
told S tacy  a ll abou t It.

B efore he had finished To 
had grow n ra d ia n t and he sei 
have been m ade ¿ h e  happy 
place of a Joyous Inspiration, 
up, old fe llo w !” he cried, 
M lnturn  on the  back with a 
th a t  w as unm istakab le . “It's tl 
est, e a s ie s t  cinch I've strucl 
age. All you have to do 1 
in to  hid ing . L et It be kno' 
you have gone for a week’s 
and S tacy  & Co. will do the rei 
w hite  e le p h an t will make his 
ance In fro n t of the  Sewell 
the  hour p rescribed . Go awa; 
feet peace.”

It seem ed incredible, but 
knew  his m an, and went his wj 
th is  a ssu ra n ce  th a t he should 
com pelled to go back to K 
w ith a  reco rd  of humiliating 
to fulfill h e r  condition, ri 
though i t  was.

As th e  clock was striking 
th a t a b su rd ly  specified day Ki 
Sew ell looked out of her wlndj 
saw. In fro n t of her fa thers 
fashioned house, a strange sl| 
c en tra l figure of the  exblbltioi 
little , d ingy, Ivory-colored elep 
m ost concealed  beneath his 
and gold trap p in g s. On either 
th e  g ro tesq u e  little  pachyderm, 
figures In th e  garb  of Siamese 
w ere b end ing  low In adoratli 
two or th re e  o th ers  were beat 
orously  on n a tiv e  drums.

T he s tre e t  was fast becomingj 
w ith a  crow d of delighted on 

"T h is Is your w hite elephant, 
said M ln turn . coming up beh 
and tak in g  h e r hands.

“If you love me take It out 
s tre e t ,” she  said, without h" 
him.

"E as ie s t ever,” declared Stac 
w ards. "I rem em bered that the 
waa expected  dally by a firm o j 
m en t p u rveyors—customers o 
and I m et It a t  the  steamer. » 
th o u san d  do llars, but Stacy 
w orked I t ”

"And I’ve had It proved to w 
waa born  un d er a  lucky •tar' 
M lnturn  as be w rote a check
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