
Home Rule Charter Committee 
To Be Named; Nine to Serve

The Board of Commissioners of
Columbia County has filed a re­
solution with the county clerk's of­
fice for the appointment of mem 
berg to a Columbia County Home 
Rule Charter Committee under an 
Oregon statue which provides for 
the formation of a charter com­
mittee.

The nine member committee will 
stuot a new form of government 
ft. Columbia County, with the 
group to be made up of individuals 
from throughout the county, ap­
pointed by commissioners, state 
representatives and the state sen 
ator.

According to the Board of Com 
missioners, with the county grow­
ing and developing, and with the 
continually increasing demands be 
ing placed on government services, 
they deemed it feasible to have a 
committee study the needs of the 
government for the foreseeable fu­
ture.

After filing the resolution, not­
ice was sent out to participants

D IA R M U ID  O 'SCANNLAIN — fen- 
wred ^ en h ar fa r October 14 West 
Oregon Electric Co-op's a n n u l  
meeting.

Commissioner to 
Give Address at 
Co-op's Meeting

Diarmuid F O'Scannlain (pro­
nounced Deer-mod O-Scnn-lan). 
Public Utility Commissioner of the 
State of Oregon, will be the guest 
speaker for Vernonia-baaed West 
Oregon Electric’s annual meeting 
October 14, it has bean announced 
by Guy I. Thomas, manager TTio 
mas further stated that all who 
possibly can attend should hear the 
message that Commissioner O Ses  
nnlain will bring Cotnmismoner 
O’Scannlam naw appointed to his 
post July 1, 1971 by Governor Tom 
McCall.

Commiaaioner O'Scannlain repre­
sents customers and the public ge­
nerally in regard to electric, gas. 
telephone and water utilities, rail­
roads and motor earners in the 
State of Oregon in such matters 
as rates, valuations and service 
Because Oregon alone among the 
states bolds a single commission, 
er responsible for public utility and 
transportation regulation, hie posi­
tion is unique. His headquarters 
are in the Public Service Building 
at Salem.

Commissioner O'Scannlain is a 
graduate of the Harvard Law 
School and is a member of the 
Oregon and New York B an . Prior 
to his appointment he was the De­
puty Attorney General of Oregon. 
Prior to this he was with the Port­
land law firm of Davies, Biggs, 
Strayer, Stoel 4  Boley.

By virtue of his office. Commis­
sioner O'Scannlain serves as a 
member of Oregon's Nuclear and 
Thermal Energy Council, which 
was created by the 1971 Legisla­
ture to regulate siting and opera­
tion of nuclear power plants. 
Commissioner O'Scannlain is a 
member of the National Associa­
tion of Regulatory Utility Commis­
sioners (NARUC) and of the Pub­
lic Utility Law Section of the 
American Bar Association. He ser­
ves on NARUC’s  committee on 
United States-Canads Energy Sup­
ply, and the Thermal Plant Siting 
Committee of the Western Inter 
state Nuclear Board.

Among his civic endeavors, he 
serves as vice-chairman of the 
City of Portland Pittock Mansion 
Advisory Commission, and he is 
active in the City Club of Port 
land, where he served on the Sign 
Code Revision Committee The 
commissioner also is a major in 
the Army Reserve and serves as 
the Staff Judge Advocate of the 
364th Civil Affairs Area (B) Head 
quarters in Portland

The commissioner resides in 
Portland with his wife, the form­
er Maura Nolan of Tacoma, Wash 
ington, and his five children nam­
ed Sean, Jane Fortune, Brendan, 
Kevin, and Megan.

City Filings

Line Nears
As of Wednesday morning, only 

two petitions had been filed by 
mayorality candidates, three had 
filed for the two vacating council 
posts, and a single petition was in 
for the treasurer’s post

Those filing to date, reports Re­
corder Bill Nelson, include:

Mayor Pat Goodman. Sherman 
Fisher

Council: Joe Batty, C.E. “Ed” 
Miller. Ralph Keasey 
Treasurer: Peggy Brunsman

Fisher, Keasey and Mrs Bruns 
man all are incumbents seeking re- 
election, Miller is  a former coun­
cilman making a bid for return 
to that post, and Mrs. Goodman 
and Batty are the newcomers on 
the political scene in Vernonia.

Several other petitions have been 
taken out, Nelson states, but had 
not yet been filed by press time.

Deadline for candidates to file 
petitions with the recorder — bear­
ing the required minimum of 22 
qualified signatures — is today. 
Thursday, October 5, 5 p.m.

Voter Deadline
This Saturday

Only one prospective voter in the 
Vernonia area took advantage last 
Saturday of tHe specially schedul­
ed open hours at City Hall by Re- 
corder/Registrar Bill Nelson

Nelson reports that he waited out 
the four hours that morning, but 
had only the one person in to 
register to vote. He adds, however, 
that a number of persons have 
registered this week.

This Saturday, October 7, is the 
final day that persons may regis­
ter—or re-register if they have 
moved, or had a change of name 
or address—for the November 7 
General Election.

Nelson will be available at City 
Hall Saturday between the hours 
of 8 a m . and 12 noon for persons 
wishing to validate their franchise
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v l b lk t o  ALLEGRE, Vernonia High’s foreign exchange student, 
is surrounded by host family on evening of his first day in new 
home. Alberto, via photographs, explains how—in a seemingly 
suicidal manner of bulldogging steers by their tails—he came to

be hurt, delaying his arrival in the United States. Host father 
Bill Nelson is at left, then on Alberto’s right are Carol, and Mrs. 
Nelson. (Story Timberline page.)

in the appointment process that 
they are to begin selecting mem 
bers for the committee.

Commissioners N.W. Barmeier, 
Jack Minkoff, and Jay Ahlboni 
are to appoint, collectively, four 
members of the committee; State 
Representatives, Dick Magruder 
and George F. Cole, and State Sen­
ator William Holmstrom will ap­
point four additional, members. A 
majority of at least five of the 
eight members of the committee 
will then appoint an additional 
member to complete the charter 
committee

The committee is to determine 
what type of government would be 
best for Columbia County. In as­
certaining this, they are to study 
whether or not a charter would 
be a better form of government, 
conduct hearings, make investiga­
tions and take testimony.

It will be the duty of the newly 
formed charter committee to study 
and consider all previous sugges­
tions including charter-type govern­
ments in other areas, and to make 
a determination as to whether or 

not one form—or a modification of 
one of the forms—would be better 
suited to Columbia County.

If the committee should so de­
cide, then they would have the 
power to place the measure on the 
ballot for the residents of Colum­
bia County to make the final de­
cision.

Word was received Wednesday 
that the earlier appointment of Re 
presentative George Cole to the 
committee had been rescinded. Ex­
plains County Clerk Roy Nelson:

“I wasn't aware of and I sup­
pose he didn't think of the apparent 
fact that because of the Secre­
tary of States redistricting the 
State of Oregon you are running 
to represent legislative district 
two which includes a portion of Co­
lumbia County, but you do not yet 
repiesent your new district areas 
until taking office for a new term 
in January.

“I have just talked with Jack 
Thompson, Assistant Secretary of 
State, concerning thia and he has 
advised me that at present you 
would not be eligible to appoint 
members to the Columbia County 
Home Rule Charter Committee. 
The only officials presently eligi­
ble to make appointments would 
be State Representative Dick Ma- 
gruder and State Senator Bill 
Holmstrom. They would be the on­
ly two eligible to appoint the four 
members to the Columbia County 
Home Rule Charter Committee by 
our State Legislators”

Council, Owner Come to Agreement
Prior to the opening of the re - d a te  the . .  ...............................................Prior to the opening of the re 

gular City Council session Monday 
evening, the city officials adopted 
a supplemental budget, trantoer- 
ring water department fund». No 
one was present—outside of coun­
cil members—for the hearing.

Mayor Sherman Fisher presided 
over the session, with «11 council- 
men, Dave Banta, Deri Roberts, 
Lucille Tomlin and Ralph Keasey, 
as well as Recorder Bill Nelson, 
and Attorney Robert Vagt, present

date the city’s  water system plan 
for a fee of 82,500. The offer was 
accepted by council vote.

Next was a motion by Roberts 
to write the Burlington Northern 
Railroad requesting that right-of- 
way within the city limits to be 
abandoned soon be deeded to the 
city. Burlington has stated plans 
to pick up the rails on the Vernonia 
line.

The bid of $1683 for a tractor- 
mounted street sweeper from Co­
lumbia Equipment Co. was accept­
ed.

The recorder was instructed to 
forward a request to Robert E. 
Meyer, Engineers, Inc., request­
ing that pre-assessments in the 
East Vernonia Sewer District be 
completed by November 1.

The council also requested that 
Nelson write the Department of 
Environmental Quality requesting 
a meeting of that agency, the coun­
cil and the garbage franchise hold­
er in regards to operation of the 
city dump.

Public Invited 
To C of C Meet

Frank Deckebach, recently ap­
pointed manager of the E.P. 
Stamm Managed Forest, will be 
guest speaker at the Vernonia 
Chamber of Commerce meeting 
Monday evening. The public is in­
vited to attend. The meeting will 
be held at West Oregon Eelectric,
8 p.m. All Chamber meetings are 
open to the public, they remind.

The chamber has been alerted 
by the Consumer Services Divi­
sion of the State Department of 
Commerce to be on the lookout 
for an itinerant house painter us­
ing the name of Rex M. Clemens. 
After receiving a down payment 
for painting a house he will paint 
for a few hours and then disappear, 
never to be seen again.

Attention is called to a confer­
ence, "Mobiles and Modulars: Po­
tentials and Problem»," to be held 
at the State Fairgrounds in Salem 
October 12, 13. More information 
can be secured from the chamber 
secretary.

From the floor, first order of 
business, came a request by Mrs. 
Ralph McKee for city aid in alle­
viating problems of water standing 
along Knott Street. The matter was 
referred to the street department 
for study.

Mr. and Mrs. George Wella.^dd 
J.D. Price and his attorney, Ralph 
Ballinger, aext were given thei 
floor for discussion of easements 
through their properties on River­
side Drive for the new sewer line 
from the East Vernonia district.

Apparently all problems were re­
solved with the attorneys, proper­
ty owner» and council coming to 
agreement on terms of the ease­
ments, and work was to commence 
on the line immediately.

The Wells couple was advised 
that plans were to stay a safe 
distance from trees on their pro­
perty about which they felt con­
cern, and Price’s request» regard­
ing present and future sewer hook­
ups on his property were met.

In addition to a change of line 
location. Price had asked for the 
following: A fee of $700 each for 
future hook-ups; 81,000 for ease­
ment through his property; no as­
sessment at this time; an agree­
ment be drawn up that he not be 
required to annex to city; and that 
an old access road to his property 
be returned to a condition "as 
good as it is now” following con­
struction work.

A look into obtaining state funds 
for street repair—other than main 
streets—was requested by Banta, 
following a report from Whitely, 
Jacobsen 4  Assoc. at an earlier 
meeting with the council. Another 
meeting is planned to study the 
matter further.

Also on the meeting with White­
ly, Keasey advised that the en­
gineering firm had offered to up-

King's Mkt. 
Closure Set 
October 7
A span of nearly 36 unbroken 

years in one location will be broken 
this Saturday, October 7, when 
King’s Grocery in Riverview will 
close its doors for business.

The business climate—in which 
it is difficult for a small indepen­
dent operator to survive—is cited 
as the main reason for suspension 
of operations Also, the store’s pro­
duce supplier has discontinued ser­
vice to Vernonia, after 40 years 
of making calls here.

Mrs Emily King, and her son, 
Bob, have operated the store in 
recent years, following a number 
of years as a family operation, 
with Mr King and another son, 
Earl, all taking an active part in 
the store’s operation.

An ordinance providing for dis­
posal of abandoned vehicles was 
given its first and second reading, 
and is to be read again and adopt­
ed at the next council session.

Discussion of the proposed char­
ter for the city was held, with Vagt 
advising that all voters would have 
to be notified by mail of the pro­
posed document. A “voter’s pamph­
let”—in the form of a letter—will 
be prepared and circulated to all 
registered voters of the city.

The charter proposal will be 
submitted to voters at the Novem­
ber 7 election. The city will pro­
vide the “pro” side of the issue, 
and anyone wishing to take the 
“con” side may contact the city 
about the possibility of getting 
their comments incorporated into 
the pamphlet.

One of the provisions to be 
changed from the original propo­
sal in the new charter was the 
matter of a vote for the mayor. 
By a three to one majority, the 
council amended the proposed cha­
rter to provide the mayor with full 
voting powers.

A canvass of the votes on the 
recent rural/city fire services mer­
ger was made, with Keasey re­
porting the measure was defeated 
by a vote of 162 to 90.

Another item of business was to 
increase insurance coverage for 
city property after an appraisal of 
the new facilities raised the city’s

Richard Banzer 
Takes Own Life

Richard Banzer, 53-year-old re­
sident of the Mist area, died Wed 
nesday morning, apparently of a 
self-infWcted gunshot wound Ban­
zer reportedly had been despond­
ent in recent weeks.

According to the investigating 
officer, Deoutv Earl Ray, Banzer's 
wife stated he had left the house 
at approximately 8 a m. to feed 
the cattle. When he failed to re­
turn to the house, she went to in­
vestigate at about 10 a m., and 
discovered his body in the barn

The body was taken to Fuitem 
Mortuary in Vernonia.

PRESENTATION OF a 10 fool by 10 foot American 
flag to the City of Vernonia was made Monday ev­
ening by Sea Scout Ship No. 649. The ship’s crew, 
headed by James Goodman, turned the flag over to

Mayor Sherman Fisher. Now, the city faces a double 
problem—“what to do with the flag,’’ both because 
of its size and because the NEW City Hail does not 
sport a flag pole.

holdings to a total of $169,250,000. 
The additional premium, which 
was approved, was $239 per year.

Closing the session was a discus­
sion on two applications for wa­
ter service to persons residing 
outside the city limits. The ap­
plications of J.D. Price and Frank 
Enyart were tabled pending a 
recommendation from the city’s 
water engineer.

The next regular meeting night 
for the council will be Monday 
evening, October 16, 8 p.m. at the 
new City Hall.

Enrollment Up
At 47J Schools

The enrollment figures of School 
District 47J have grown by eight 
students since the opening week 
of school.

Vernonia High School opened 
with 239 students and now has 241 
students; 68 Freshmen, 63 Soph«, 
mores, 62 Juniors, and 48 Seniors. 
In the elementary schools enroll­
ment has climbed from 566 to 514, 
since the start of classes.

Enrollments by schools and grad­
es are as follows:

Washington
Kindergarten ............. 37
First ......................... 20
Second .......................  21
Third ........................... 19
Fourth ......................... 45
Fifth ........................... 62
Sixth .........................  62
Seventh ....................... 80
Eighth .........................  59

Total 406
Lincoln

Level 1 ...................  23
Level 2 .......................  13
Level 3 .....................  24
Level 4 .......................  20

Ttoal 81
Mist

First
Second
Third
Fourth
Fifth
Sixth

I
5

.. •
. .  4 
..  9
. 3
.. 9
Total 28


