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Property Tax
Levies Go Up

In an almost unprecendented in-
crease, 1964-65 property tax levies
for all taxing units in Oregon (cities,
school districts, etc.) rose $27,134,892,
or 11.3 percent, over the comparable
levies for the 1963-64 fiscal year. The
aggregate levy for 1964-65 is $268,029,-
807, including per acre assessment.

Of the total levy, $181.3 million, 68
percent, is accounted for by school
levies; $39.4 million, or 15 percent,
by city levies; and the remaining
$47.3 million (17 percent), by county
and special district levies,

Sharpest Increase in any of the
36 counties occurred in Lincoln coun-
ty, where the 1964-65 levy for all tax-
ing units is up 22.6 percent. Second
highest rate of increase is in Sher-
man county, 20.7 percent; followed
by Deschutes, 19.8 percent ;Washing-
ton, 18.5 percent ;and Marion, 18.4
percent. Other sharp increases were
in Union county, 17.8 percent; Polk,
17.3 percent; Lane, 159 percent;
Clackamas, 15.5 percent ;and Linn,
13.6 percent,

Only six of Oregon’s counties were
able to effect a reduction in their
1964-65 levies. These were Gilliam,
Grant, Josephine, Tillamook, Wal-
lowa ,and Wheeler. Largest decrease,
percentage-wise, was in Wallowa,
down 8.6 percent.

The sharp increase in property
taxes is mainly attributable to mount.
ing school taxes. Total school levies
rose from $158,392,502 for 1963-64 to
$181,359,368 for 1964-65, an increase
of $23 million, or 14.5 percent. A
rapidly growing item in school taxes
are the levies imposed by community

Agent Explains
Whiteness Loss

One of the common laundering pro-
blems is the loss of whiteness in
white cottons after repeated launder-
ings. This undoubtedly, is due to fail-
ure te remove soil of various types,
says Columbia County Extension
Agent Margaret Allyn.

There is the oily soil, which is dif-
ficult to remove. Dry heat causes
oils to change color. If the oily soil,
which comes from body oil, is not
completely removed from garments
it easily turns yellow from the heat
of the sun, the iron or the dryer.

The first requirement in removing
this oily type of soil is hot water —
140°F. water. This temperature is so
hot that you cannot stand to hold
your hand in it.

An all-purpose detergent is recom-
mended. A good motto is, “Deon't
guess, measure.” In order to do a
good job in soil removal we need 1-
1% cups of detergent in the wash
water.

Another requirement to remove
oily soil is to agitate long enough, a
least 10 minutes. Margaret Allyn
points out that failure to remove oily
soil is one big cause of yellowness in
garments

Another cause for yellowness is
failure to rinse all the soap out of
garments. If soap remains, dry heat
will turn garments yellow. This heat
may come from the iron or dryer.

Still another reason for yellowness
may be due to the fact that there has
not been proper turn over of clothes
because there are too many or too
bulky clothes in the washer.

IT'S YOUR LAW

Respect for Law Makes Democracy Live

PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT

Sam and Fred had been friends
quite some time. Sam, who had ex-
perience in the clothing business,
wanted to open a store of his own but
did not have enough capital. He
therefore approached Fred, who
agreed to match the amount of mon-
ey Sam was able to raise. The bus-
iness was to be located in a building
which Fred owned. Sam was to run
the business, Fred receiving one-
half the profits.

After the store had been in opera-
tion for some time, Fred learned that
Sam had been having a difficult
time and was heavily in debt. Fred
had previously taken no notice of
Sam's difficulties umtil creditors
started to press Fred for payment
of the bills Sam had incurred. Sam
being hopelessly in debt finally
closed the store and started looking
for a job.

Fred refused to pay the bills Sam
had incurred since he had no part
in the operation of the business but
only put up part of the money which
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had already been lost. Was Fred's
refusal on good ground

The answer is no. Sam and Fred
by their informal agreement became
partners even though Fred had no
part in the operation of the store.
All partners are liable for everything
chargeable to the partnership and
therefore Fred was liable for the bills
incurred.

Through a written limited partner-
ship agreement that was properly
drawn, executed, and filed, however,
Fred could have limited his liability
to the amount of money he original-
ly invested in the partnership.

(Oregon lawyers offer this column
as a public service. No person should
2pply or interpret any law without
the aid of an attorney who is com-
pletely advised of the facts involved.
Even a slight variance in facts may
change the application of the law.)

UNCONSTITUTIONALITY
Sometimes laws enacted by the
U. S. Congress or by state legisla-
tures are declared ‘“‘unconstitution-
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al” by the courts.

When a law is declared unconsti-
tutional by the supreme court of a
state, in the case of state laws, or
the supreme court of the U. S. in
the case of either federal or state
laws, the law is, in effect, nullified
or wiped out.

Why are some laws declared un-
constitutional?

To understand why some laws are
stricken down as unconstitutional, or
in other words, in violation of the
constitution, one must realize that
the Constitution of the United States
is the supreme law of the land and
the Constitution of a state is the
fundamental law for that state. The
Constitution represents the will of
the people, from whom all power
springs in our form of government,
and only the people have the right
to change the Constitution.

Sometimes the members of con-
gress or of a legislature enact a law
which provides for some procedure
prohibited by the Constitution. In
that case, if the validity of the law
is challenged it is the duty of the
court to declare that the law is un-
constitutional.

When a law is held void it is not
because the courts have or exercise
any control over the legislative pow-
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er, but because the will of the peo-
ple as expressed in the Constitution
is paramount to that of their elected
representatives expressed in a mere
law. It is the duty of the judges
under their oaths of office to give ef-
fect to the will of the people as ex-
pressed in the Constitution.

If new laws could ignore funda-
mental concepts on which our govern-
ment is founded, a majority of con-
gress or of a state legislature could
radically change our form of gov-
ernment simply by passing new laws
which do away with constitutional
rights, such as freedom of speech,
freedom of press, or freedom of re-
ligion.

(Oregon lawyers offer this column
as a public service. No person should
apply or interpret amy law without
the aid of an attorney who is com-
pletely advised of the facts. Even a
slight variance in facts may change
the application of the law.)

The island of Kanuai, Hawaii gets
as much as 615 inches of rainfall in
most years. (Louisiana, our wettest
state, averages 55 inches).
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The man who has complete con-
trol of his own conduct won't try
to control that of others.

READ ADVERTISING — IT PAYS!




