
..„■■»inift-u n»-.grnr<m-v--U*uul" <t5j
IT 'S  Y O U R  L A W

Kttftti fat law Main DntMtnty Lin

AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENTS

Now th a t m illions of n 'H 'le  arv 
taking liu 'ir vacations and driving 
about th*' country, automobile acci­
dents a re  ixx’un n g  with increasing 
frequency When involved in an  acci­
dent, it is hard  to keep jo u r  wits 
about you and know just what to do.

It is the re fo re  a  good idea to plan 
in advance just what you would do 
in event ,»f a  sm ash-up. H ere a re  
a few sim ple rub 's that every driver 
should com m it to memory

1 Stop! F ailu re  to stop can result 
in serious crim inal consequences.

2 R ender Aid If anyone ls in jur­
ed: I R ender first aid <2> Stop 
bleeding 3 1 Call a doctor o r an am ­
bulance or both -I Do txx move an 
injured person in any way that could 
possibly add to his injury.

3 P ro tect the Scene from  F urther 
D am age You may be liable for 
dam ages to  approaching drivers. un­
less they a re  properly warned If 
the highway is obstructed  at night, 
have som eone tu rn  his headlight 
beam s on th e  w recked vehicles.

4 Call an Officer. Highway P atro l­
men. Policem en, Sheriffs anti their 
Deputies a re  tra in ed  accident investi, 
gators w hose testim ony m ay be in­
valuable in estabishing your civil 
claim  for dam ages

5. G ather inform ation Write
it down. D on't trust your memory. 
Don't guess — be specific. M easure 
skid m arks. Step off distances. Be 
sure to obtain nam es anti addresses 
of w itnesses. You a re  required  by­
law to exhibit your d riv e r 's  license 
to the other d riv e r — anti he must do 
the sam e

6 Be C areful What You Say Even 
if you feel you probably a re  to 
blam e, it is best to m ake no adm is­
sion You may learn  la te r  that the 
other d river w as equally at fault, or 
m ore so. Em otional com m ents can 
be m isconstrued by others, or may­
be m isquoted W hatever you say. 
m ake it factual.

7. See Your Doctor if there is the 
sightest chance you m ay be injured

Serious injuries do not always re­
sult in im m ediate pain or blood- 
-Ixxl

8 Consult Your L iw yer Inuixxl 
lately Th«* sooner your lawyer is 
brought into the m atter, th»' better 
he can advise you ami protect ycur 
rights He can obtain statem ents 
from the witnesses while their mem­
ories an* fresh, ami do many other 
things to insure that the true facts 
a re  preserved Get your lawyer's ad­
vice Ix-fore giving any interviews or 
statem ents to investigators or ad ­
justers f i r  the other side

9 Inform Your Insurance Conqvuiy 
Promptly Failure to do may void 
y cur policy

10. Report the accident to the slier 
iff. or the Police Deportment. or to 
the D epartm ent of Motor Vehicle-

An official accident report may be 
procured from any of the above-list 
ed agencies.

Oregon lawyers offer this column 
■ls a public service No person should 
apply or interpret any law without 
the aid of an attorney who is com­
pletely advised of the facts involved 
Even a slight variance in facts may 
change the application of tlx- law
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Heard About 
Savings on 

QUALITY AUTO 
INSURMCE?

N ow  it's  possib le  for you  to  
reduce y o u r a u to  insurance 
prem ium s an d  still have top  
quality  in su rance. Safe drivers, 
ow ners o f  tw o o r m ore  cars, 
those  with young  tra ined  driv­
ers in the ir fam ilies, ow ners of 
co m p ac ts— all may qualify for 
low er ra te s . D o n ’t miss this 
chance to  save on au to  insu r­
ance. ( all us today  fo r full 
in fo rm ation .
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S U M .  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T

"The sovereign can do no wrong'
.still m eans that no one can six* the
United States, the sta te  or tlx- gov 
emnu-nt agencies or their employee - 
without consent

But the law has given up much of 
the governm ent's "sovereign im m un­
ity” to allow one to sue an agency 
for injuries or dam ages suffered

But as  a  citizen you m ay have 
claim s against your governm ent for 
dam ages, overpaid taxes, license re­
newal or anything else If so. be sure 
to follow strictly  all th»' legal pro­
cedures and conditions like filing 
your claim  in the city council or w ith 
a governm ent agency

The F ederal Tort Claim s Act a l­
lows one to sue the United States for 
injuries such a s  when an arm y or 
postal truck runs into you. or you get 
hurt in a national park or in a federal 
building, or a  military plane falls on 
your house, etc

This law m akes the Unit«! States 
liable in m any cases where a fed­
eral employee harm s you by lack of 
due ca re  or negligence while he is 
on the job The act does not allow 
suits for certain  intentional miscon­
duct such as  assault, battery , false 
im prisonm ent and the like

The law allows any federal agency 
to settle cases involving less than a 
thousand dollars If your claim  ls for 
more, you can sue in a federal court 
Bring claim s or suits within two 
years afte r injury

Some agencies have you make 
your claim  on a proper form
which you s ta te  facts about your in 
jury  or dam age. Some agencies may 
pay the sm aller claim s from  funds 
on hand

If the agency people do not think 
the harm  Ls their fault, they m ay 
turn down your claim , and then it is 
up to  you — if you wish to  go fur 
ther — to prove y our case.

Sometimes a just claim  does not 
fall under any provision of the law 
In that case as a  last resort, you as 
a losing claim ant, m ay have Con 
gross itself pass a  p rivate bill to pay 
for your injuries o r dam ages

The Federal Tort Act w as passed 
to keep down the num ber of private 
bills going through Congress. So if 
you have a claim  not covered, you 
should m ake sure it ls otherwise a 
fair and just claim

Oregon law yers offer this column 
as a public service. No person should 
apply or in terpret any law without 
the aid of an attorney who Ls oom 
pletely advised of the facts involved 
Even a slight variance in facLs may 
change the application of the law )
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Vows Exchanged
In Reno Rites
TI.MBF.lt — Word has been re ­

ceived of the- m arriage of Chris Mid 
dlcfon to Harold Hammock at Reno 
N evada recently At one tim e Mi s 
Middleton was boiler station a t­
tendant at the round house In re, and 
Mr Hammock was a m ortician at 
Hillsboro They will m ake their home 
a t Brownsville

(X-tobcr 18 another feast was held 
at tin- John Bino home when 13 
cousins of Mr Bino, all from Port 
land, dropped in for a |x4 look din 
n»-r and visit

Mrs Mae Tallman and Mrs John 
Bina attended the meeting at th<- 
Manning hall last Tuenday of th.- 
Work and Win d u b  Mrs. Roy May 
was a guest of Mrs Tallman After 
the usual ,x4 luck lunch, birthday 
cards and gifts from secret pain were 
presented to the m em bers having 
birthdays during th<- current month

Mr. and Mrs Gene Adams who 
were recent guents at th»- John Alviso 
borne have returned to their home in 
Dxli. California. They moved from 
here to Vernonia, then to California

B B Wright, who is working near 
K lam ath Falls, spent the week end 
with his family here Mr and Mrs 
Fxl Hojcn cam e with him ami were 
guests a t the Wright hom.-. The 
men were appearing ,n th»- port la 
r>or commission at Portland
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