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Harvesting of forest seed cones is
an important, although variable, in-
dustry in Columbia county and other
forested counties of the state. In
years of good cone production, the
returns to pickers of the county may
go as high as $50,000 or more,

As far as we can determine at this
time (four buyers will be operating
in the cone market this year as far
as the county is concerned. They in-
clude Crown Zellerbach, Vernonia,
buying for their own use; and Sunny-
side Grocery and Enco Service Cen-
ter, Vernonia; and Mory Feed and
Seed, Rainier, buying for commercial
forest seed companies.

Crown Zellerbach started advertis-
ing for low elevation cones last week,
Other buyers were not active in the
market at the start of the week, but
probably will be soon, as low eleva-
tion harvest normally begins the lat-
ter part of August each year.

The origin of the seed is of con-
siderable importance to the cone-
buyer, particularly now that re-
search has shown that best results
are obtained by growing trees from
seed collected at corresponding ele-
vations. This situation has started
some seed users to collecting their
own seed. However, individual pick-
ers can meet established standards
by following cone-buyers instructions.

Before going out to harvest cones,
pickers should do, or be aware of
several things in preparation includ-
ing: (1) check with potential buyers
to determine the species and origin
as well as seed count and any other
specifications; (2) cones need to be
fresh without any evidence of hav-
ing opened on the ground or on the
tree; (3) cones are paid for on the
bagis of a measured bushel of clean
cones; (4) Cones must average a
minimum number of sound seed
when cut lengthwise. This number
will vary with buyers and price paid
as well as the season. When seed is
short and cones are scarce, buyers
may accept three seed cones, but
naturally, the better quality cones
are preferred

The easiest and most reliable way
of examining cones is to lay the
cone on a stump or board and split
it lengthwise from the stem to the
tip exactly through the center of the
core., Cones are tough and a sharp,
clean knife is necessary to prevent
mutilation of the seeds which will
be exposed on both siles of the split
cone,

After a cone attains full size, a
seed then goes through a gradual
change from a seed with a white,
soft shell containing a milky, jell-
like substance to a brown, hard-
shelled seed completely filled with a
solid nut-like kernel. Cones should be
harvested near this stage of develop-
ment. With continued ripening, the
cone scales begin to open and the
seeds will fall out. Picking normally
stops before this point.

Cone pickers generally find four
principal methods as being the most
effective in harvesting the forest
seed crop. These include picking
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from standing trees, from felled
trees, gathering squirel-cut cones un-
der trees, and salvaging squirrel
caches.

Most persons collecting on a small
scale will pick from standing trees
or make use of squirrel cuttings. In
picking from standing trees the col-
lector can get more cones from
young trees with full crowns. Some
cones may be reached from the
ground by pulling branches into
reach with a hook on the end of a
pole. The main harvest is made by
a picker climbing the trees, fasten-
ing himself to the tree with a safety
belt, pulling branches to him with a
hook, and putting the cones into an
apple-picking bag.

Where squirrels are active they cut
large quantities of cones — many
more than they can use. This is es-
pecially true at high elevations where
winter snows make storing a neces-
sity. Gathering the cut cones stimu-
lates the squirrels to greater cutting
activity. In some localities a large
harvest can be obtained by this
method alone. Most squirrel cones
are found on the ground underneath
the trees, but it is frequently possi-
ble to find hoards or caches. In
years of poor cone crop, squirrel
hoards are not a good source of sup-
ply. The hoards are usually located
in wet or damp, shady spots along
streams or near springs. They may
also be in hollow logs, old moss-
covered logs, or in hollows under
tree roots. Concentrations of cone
scales may indicate a cache is near.

Some pickers have been able to
collect cones by making arrange-
ments with a logging operator to
come in immediately after falling
has been completed. Have a definite
understanding with the logger so
there will be no interference with the
logging. For safety reasons it is best
not to pick while logging is in pro-
cess and to be especially careful
with fire. Logging operators may be
able to withhold the cutting of heavy-
bearing trees until the cones are
ready. A large open growing tree
may vield up to 12 bushels of cones,

Adding up his score just before
driving at each hole doesn't mean
a golfer is a teetotaler.

The old expression ‘“You're full of
prunes'’ probably originated at a
boarding house.

Smokey Says:
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25' Roll All Purpose

ALUMINUM FOIL ﬁlitll high coél:?n steel ::ul":";m":;"“'::r '::;'::' ALARM CLOCK I
12 x 25" aluminum foil :Lﬂ:::h::::::l fer::;r‘:::‘e, tone. Turn-over cortridge, Large easy-read dial, bell
for storing, wrapping or . ¥ 2 sapphire needles. alarm, Single key wind,
decorating! . (WCO371-5) Siwe. Canb S lnsteve (MF0300-3) rich Ivory color. (WJ1399-3)
9 tiens, (WJ0730-3)
: Reg-
White or Colored $3.98 Troy Portable 14 Piece
SEATAND 4 ggg  Elecric WRENCH SET 4
COVER HAIR DRYER g
@1‘3 f;l?!:;’y Regularly " 9 8
| TETs ' $12.95 |
o d #’ 49 —— $5D77
. _ |
S : e 5% < |
/D |%\ “Jetr'' g | Model FD 11-64 — 10.51 cu. ft. capa-
il \ {iq— Cordless Electric city, 30" width, 59%" height, 71-lb.
SHOE POLISHER zero zone freezer. Automatic de-
Heavy ” sprayed enamel 3 V4 cambinntise’ hax Full size unit with 2 inter= | frosting refrigerator section.

finish on molded hardwood.
Solid plastic hinge. Choose
from 7 colossl (PEO112-5-
PE0120-5)

Armstrong Budgetone

Reg $8.95 -’ ,, vinyl

Full mirrer, pin=bin. Lorge
bouffant bonnet, plastic
leathei-tone cose, 5-positi-
on heat, control. (WS0294-0)

STeaif

l 58.9 ‘ 87

8 Piece
Raycine

HAIRCUTTING SET

floor covering
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open and wrenches, com-

plete with rugged carrying brown ond black shoes.
case. From %' to 1-1/8".

(AD0085-2)

BRUNSMAN
HARDWARE & ELECTRIC
FINE FURNITURE

WE DELIVER
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Rocker Set

Keno 40 Hour |

changeable brushes for Snowcrest White $29995
oy :

Look your best, make polish-
‘ng funl (WS0581-2)
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KITS RADIO
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Hawkeye Large Square $129 Batteries — Group 1 AR = . o |
UPRIGHT HAMPER  copng 15 Mo. Guar.  $P755 %, 3|
Congoleum vinyl Fore- Bidhaiah \Tf |
" Xche |
Super inner frome, 4 corner cast floor covering. . ke
t truction, 21 x 26 L #1
post construction x26 x Square 9 O Advsased Chesitiyl ¢

11", Choose Pink, White or

Y ellow. (F$0027-4-F50029-2)  Yard.
9x12 Plastic

Surface Rugs

Goulds balanced flow
shallow well system
No tank, no extras

oy 104"

OB GRS - rasraraarse IT'S A PRIVILEGE AND A PLEASURE TO LIVE IN VERNONIA

By Frank J. Laheney

QUESTION: May I notify the so-
cial security office of my new ad-
dress by phone?

ANSWER: No. A change of address
must be made in writing and should
be signed by the person who gets the
check.

QUESTION: How can I find out if
my earnings have been reported by
my employer?

ANSWER: You may check yow
record of earnings by writing to the
Social Security Administration, Balti.
more, Maryland, asking for a state-
ment of your earnings. Your name,
sncial security number, birth date
and address must be shown on your
request; and it must be signed by
vou. You can get such ¢ !
post card form at your social secuwi-
ty office .

QUESTION: When I applied for my
social security benefits I estimated
that my earnings for the year would
be $1700. Now it looks as if they will
be $2100. Should I file a revised esti-
mate now or wait until the end of
the year?

ANSWER: You should file a revis-
ed estimate with the Social Security
Administration right away; other-
wise, you might be overpaid in bene-
ifts which you would have to refund.

QUESTION: Why should vou in-
quire before you retire?

ANSWER: The biggest advantage
is that this gives social security an
early start in processing your claim
for benefits. The goal is to get vour
check for benefits to you at the ear-
liest possible date.

It's past spring fever time, but
remember that a good cold can
spring a fever on you.

SHOP LOCALLY FIRST!

$155
- $539

Big 52 Gallon
 Silver Seal

Box Springs

Price, each

Custom glass lined Box

medel, water 3

Instantly, 10 yoor Springs, Each
‘warranty.
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YOUNGSTERS living in Vernonia first went to schoot
in this building, the first school house in town. The
structure, built of hewn beams with hand split shakes
for roofing in 1889, was located in front of the home

Museum Hours Given

The Columbia County Historical
Society museum, located in the for-
mer mill office building on 0. A.
Hill, Vernonia, is open to the pub-
lic Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday
and Sunday from 1:00 to 5:00
pm. and offers much of interest
to all who come to visit it. Mr. and
Mrs. E. G. Hislop, curators, are on
hand to greet visitors and answer
questions about items.

Read the ads, it will pay you!

DR. R. V. LANCE
OPTOMETRIST
Wed.. 10 AM.—5 P.M.
Vernonia Clinie
Building

——

SIMMONS

Slumber King
Spring Mattress and

49"

Piberglest Beauty Rest Inner
Spring Mattress and

57950

Flat and dome style, soft
vinyl or "'Barbie'" style
lunch kits| Newest patterns|

(WK0500-0-WK0511-7)

® Tone-True 2'4"" speaker|
@ Earphone, Batteryl
® Casel (MED106-0)

g

Inner

‘ cg $1.98 4 !
Crr‘flﬂ';T # 69 Metalcraft 7-Pe. Dinette
CTWIST Set. Reg. § 95
FIXTURE ’ $79.95 — Only 69
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owned by Bob Spencer, was taken in 1890 and the first
teacher was Miss Lovelace. Students included such
names as: Gilliham, Mellinger, Emmons, Mills, Peck,
Ivy, Lavender, Spencer, Tucker, Parmer, Hosford and
now occupied by Mr. and Mrs, J. W. Acaiturri. Photo, Rose.

_Get Results with Eagle Classifieds-

KING’S Grocery-Market

Phone HA 9-6015
“Where Your Money Buys More”

ALWAYS — Top Quality

Riverview
At the Mile Bridge

ALWAYS — Best Prices
ALWAYS — Phone and Delivery

—From your home-owned, independent grocery— f
SHOP BY PHONE — YOU RING. WE BRING




