Pages From Qur Past

By Kenneth L. Holmes, writer historian

TRAVELING “PROFESSORS”
IN FRONTIER TOWNS
There
types on the frontier. One whose
fascination draws our interest like
the traveling “pro

were many character

a magnet was
fessor.” These men were migrant
actors and lecturers combined. A
noted member of this clan wa
“Professor” Vanderhoof, who ad-
vertised in Oregon City in 1857,
“A Panoramic Entertainment in
cluding a Scientific Lecture deal-
ing with the Planetary System.”
He combined this with “Spiritual
Manifestations. . .and Exhibitions
of Mesmerism and Ventriloquism.”

The story of these
ers is told in the book we wrote
of recently, Alice Ernst’s “Troup
ing the Oregon Country,” (Ore
gon Historical Society) and in an
older publication (University of
Washington Press, 1944), “A His
tory of Variety-Vaudeville in Se
attle,” by Elliott. In
both of these studies the “profe
sor” takes stage center during the
1850's and 1860’s.

“The professor,” writes Elliott,
“was the first entertainer in the
Northwest wilderness: He traveled
alone, of necessity, for transpor-
tation was uncertain and expen-
sive and the population too small
and scattered to support ‘a com
pany.! He differed from previous
entertainers in two Important re
spects. First, he did not
pass through the territory but re
;|1’.‘|:r|, _\'i'i‘r

brave tri op

Eugene C

merely

visited it again and

after year, making friends, noting
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DERREL ROSE

Our concern is to give you con-
siderate care, handle all details
with a service of quiet dignity
and beauty that will comfort
you and your family for years
to come.

PRICKETT'S
MORTUARY

OF FOREST GROVE
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1920 Pacific Ave
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Dial KL 7-3124
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changes, marking progre This
was his life, amiable and, In a
ense, leisurely. He wandered up
and down the waterway topping
at each landing for a day or two
He would arrive in town, gixe one
of his ‘inimitable performances’ in

the local hall, arrange for another
two week

down the

later, and until then go
Sound. ‘We

in the different

would ad
vise our readers
localities he may visit, not to al
w the opportunity pass of listen
ing to his lectures."” The last part
of the quote is from the Seattle
Weekly Intelligencer, Feb, 8, 1869,
A second disting
teristic of the p."’)f"'--*u:'. says El-
liott, was that for all his “profe
oring’ and ‘lecturing’ he catered
of his
frontier audiences, “nor was he
l¢ the artist for it.” He made
use of the homely language of the
untutored westerner, indulged in

uished charac-

to the taste and inclination

topica] comment and rough politi
cal satire

One of the most popular of these
“Professor”

mer, or “Yankee Plummer,"”

travelers wa Plum-
as he
was called by the
Standard of Olympia
scribed as the

Washington
He was de-
“elocutionist and
mirth-provoking delineator of
‘hewman natur ginnerally.”” On
January 25, 1869, the Standard re-
ported his visit as follows:

“He is a thorough Dutchman; a
genuine Yankee; and unmistak-
able broth of an Irieshman; a
Attorney: a
saturated with the air

hrewd zealous
Preacher,
of sanctimony; an accomplished
Reader; an exquisite Actor. One
man insisted that there must be
a troupe of ‘Plummer Brothers,
who popped up and down through
a trap door as occasion r'i'qu:jl'li
‘Why,' he said, ‘they don't look a
bit alike,""”

The “professor” was an “open,
honest charlatan.” He could lec
ture on science, religion, phrenol-
ogy, mesmerism, the classics, and
recite from great poetry and dra-
ma. He built up his image by ex-
agegerated advertising, as i1s shown
in the following quote from the
Standard:

“Prof. Herrmann, the World-re
nowned Prestidigitator,. . .has by
special command, had the honor of
s of the fol
lowing heads of Europe: Queen
Victoria of England, Emperor of
Russia, Emperor of Prussia, Em
peror of Austria, He has also given
special entertainments for the gra-
tification of three Presidents of
the United States—Abraham Lin
coln, Andrew Johnson and U, S.
Grant, who all pronounced him to
be the Greatest Living Magician!
Eclipsing in his marvelous feats
of Legerdemain the great Hindoo
Jugglers.”

appearing at the palace

The “professor” was known and
loved by pioneer folk all over the
Pacific Northwest. We who have
“World-renowned
Prestidigitator,” who

never heard a
could also
discourse on phrenclogy, or in
rolling tones mesmerize h aud

ences, would like to have shared

the experience
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SWIFT PREMIUM

SLAB
BACON

B&M—
Large 28-0z. Can

29c
4..85¢
Ry ~ 3n25¢

Best Foods sqc

Quart Jar
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Prices in this ad effective through Thanksgiving, November 22nd.

COAST-TO-COAS] STORES B COAST-TO-COAST STORES COAST-TO-CALST STORES COAST-TO-COAST STORES Sf COAST-TO-COA

TOYS

Select your toys
now while our
stock is large.

Battery Booster Cable

\STORES

“—, —
“ \

NOVEMBER IS

SPECIAL
MONTH AT COAST-TO-COAST STORES

HOUSEWARES

JALE

Set for 12-Volt Cars -
8-Foot. Compare at s y
$2.50. $133 i
Only :

TV Trays

Priced from

HOUSEW ARES

Can

4 I High! .
r ona Highlander

I 60° Hano
MIXER Reg $11.95

$799

See Our Large Selec-
tion of Lamps of All
Kinds.

SEE US FOR YOUR styled shape, (WS0537.7)

New 3 speed heavy duty mixer with
powerful 100 watt moterl Big double
chr d beaters that release with
the touch of a button| White modern

2 Slice

The medern

Toastmaster

Regularly $15.95

AUTOMATIC 4"299
| TOASTER

Now everyone can have toast the ——
| way they like it with the NEW color
{ selector for dark, light, mediuml
styling and chrome
finish will look nice in any kitchenl

« $4 PER
Low

as WEEK
WITH SMALL DOWN PATMENT

SKILLET

and pan, (W50510.8)

ndl] L
Wonderfry 12 Inch Regularly $14.95 ¢
AUTOMATIC 99
ELECTRIC #7
Glant 12 Inch skillet of thick 11
gauge aluminum, mirrer finish, Res
movable controls make It complete=

ly immersible in waterl UL approvs
ed. Complete with contrel, cover

Proctor lroning Board

PAD AND
WOR ’*"I.. }

COVER
SET 3

Reg 99¢

COVER .o /?

(URITEII rron p0 » o

Soft and
stitched pad. Scorch and stain re«
sistant, Aluminized with silicone,
elastic edge. (WAD625.1)

resilient thick cotton

ROOFING NEEDS

- STORM
) WINDOW «v

|

\ - Poudlt
A :
Fan-Glo Heetaire Polyethylene Kit for

¢ oy STORM WINDOWS
electric heater with

e . Reg PKG. FOR
thermostatic 5249" 29¢’9¢ 2 WINDOWS

Metalcraft
Golden-plate Dining
Furniture.

7-Pec. Set
Reg. $99.95

69"
5-Pc. Set $5995
( JI Il Y

The practical answer

to dining in style

control Twe 36 x 72 Inch
transparent poly=-
Portable baseboard sthylene sheests. 36

feet of fibre molding
and nalls In each kit.

elec. heater

$3295
3-Foot

Other Elec. $1495
Heaters from

Armstrong Budgetone emeseeeesssisiele ool sls

vinyl floor covering.
Square 5129
Yard

Congoleum vinyl Fore-
cast floor covering.

Goulds balanced flow

Square $159

Yard shallow well system.
oy Simmons genuine No tank, no extras.
9x12 Linoleum s E

Russ ; $4%95 $59.95 value box Now a'104“"
S5 v & - D 'I,

Only 6 springs and inner ="

spring mattress.
Each

$39.88

=X Silver Seal
Electric
WATER
HFATER

] $58.88

0.8, Fertians, oregen
o Fully lnsuluted Witk
Fi |

s In ng Therman ol
o 1 lmmarsion Blemental

Group 1 Batteries. 36

month guar, $1044 Coston ..I:.:. l-:::r
instantly, 10 yeor
warranty,

Exchange

74

NO. 2
POTATOES

50-Lb.-->100

w. 3¢
$2.95
4:. 91
6:.79¢

wen 10€

Crisp and
Crunchy

CABBAGE
DELICIOUS APPLES
PAPER TOWELS
CANNED MILK =
PUMPKIN

Bushel
Box

fee—
Giant Rolls

Standby
303 Tins

¢ Large Selection of Fresh and Frozen Turkeys Available . . .

_ eryrnrrn s IT'S A PRIVILEGE AND A P

Oakland wood heater with

thermostatic

control

154"
Oakland fireplace heater with heat

control. Glass $12995

Doors—Only
Kre-ky automatic auto. forced
air wood burning heater. Floor

level heat in every $15995
room. 6-8 rm. size

Biltwell Sofa Bed and Swivel
Rocker. 100% nylon face fabric.

Compare with $15995

others at $196.50

Frigidaire
BUDGET BUY with
“AUTOMATIC DRY"!

Model DD-62, 240-V.
electric—120-V, optionai

$189.95

ABC Omatic 1962

149
Electric Dryer, Only

WE DELIVER

Brunsman Hardware and Elec.

PHONE HA 9-5651

2.Lb. Pkg.

RAISINS
OVEN CLEANE

WAX PAPER
BLUING

10-0z. Jar

Kaiser Aluminum
BROII- FOIL 14" Quilted

MCP PECTIN

Fleischmanns Corn
MARGARINE o

Nalley's
28-0z. Jar

MINCE MEAT

INSTANT COFFEE, Maxwell House

CURL'S GROCERY

Eat Better—Buy More—Spend Less—When Yau Shop Herel
Deliveries 3:00 PM. Vernonia

HA 9-6341

LEASURE TO LIVE IN

Shank Portion .. .45¢c
Center Slices ....89c
Wh. or Butt Half. .55¢

Snoboy Seedless

Miracle Glamorene

Reg. 98¢, 8-0z. Th. c
lee—
100-Ft.

Mrs, Stewarts Liquid

VERNONIA, ORE.
VERNONIA

X0

PREMIUM

SWIFT

HAMS

Fully Cooked
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LB.

e

SOOI

49¢

MO0 O )

20c
29
39%
2:..33¢
1-Lb. Pkg. 396
45¢

6-0z. Jar 85¢

Roll
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