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By Kenneth L. Holmes, writer historian

TRAVELING “PROFESSORS”
IN FRONTIER TOWNS

There were many character 
types on the frontier. One whose 
fascination draws our interest like 
a magnet was the traveling “pro
fessor.” These men were migrant 
actors and lecturers combined. A 
noted member of this clan was 
“Professor” Vanderhoof, who ad
vertised in Oregon City in 1857, 
“A Panoramic Entertainment in
cluding a Scientific Lecture deal
ing with the Planetary System.” 
He combined this with “Spiritual 
Manifestations. . .and Exhibitions 
of Mesmerism and Ventriloquism.”

The story of these brave troop
ers is told in the book we wrote 
of recently, Alice Ernst’s “Troup- 
ing the Oregon Country,” (Ore
gon Historical Society) and in an 
older publication (University of 
Washington Press, 1944), “A His
tory of Variety-Vaudeville in Se
attle,” by Eugene C. Elliott. In 
both of these studies the “profes
sor” takes stage center during the 
1850's and 1860’s.

“The professor,” writes Elliott, 
"was the first entertainer in the 
Northwest wilderness: He traveled 
alone, of necessity, for transpor
tation was uncertain and expen
sive and the population too small 
and scattered to support ‘a com
pany.’ He differed from previous 
entertainers in two important re
spects. First, he did not merely 
pass through the territory but re
visited it again and again, year 
after year, making friends, noting
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changes, marking progress. This 
was his life, amiable and, in a 
sense, leisurely. He wandered up 
and down the waterways, stopping 
at each landing for a day or two. 
He would arrive in town, give one 
of his ’inimitable performances’ in 
the local hall, arrange for another 
two weeks later, and until then go 
down the Sound. ‘We would ad
vise our readers in the different 
localities he may visit, not to al
low the opportunity pass of listen
ing to his lectures.’ ” The last part 
of the quote is from the Seattle 
Weekly Intelligencer, Feb. 8, 1869.

A second distinguished charac
teristic of the professor, says El
liott, was that for all his “profes- 
soring’ and ‘lecturing’ he catered 
to the taste and inclinations of his 
frontier audiences, “nor was he 
less the artist for it.” He made 
use of the homely language of the 
untutored westerner, indulged in 
topical comment and rough politi
cal satire.

One of the most popular of these 
travelers was "Professor” Plum
mer, or “Yankee Plummer,” as he 
was called by the Washington 
Standard of Olympia. He was de
scribed as the “elocutionist and 
mirth-provoking delineator of 
‘hewman natur ginnerally.’ ” On 
January 25, 1869, the Standard re
ported his visit as follows:

“He is a thorough Dutchman; a 
genuine Yankee; and unmistak
able broth of an Irieshman; a 
shrewd Attorney; a zealous 
Preacher, saturated with the air 
of sanctimony; an accomplished 
Reader; an exquisite Actor. One 
man insisted that there must be 
a troupe of ‘Plummer Brothers, 
who popped up and down through 
a trap-door as occasion required. 
‘Why,’ he said, ‘they don’t look a 
bit alike.’ ”

The “professor” was an “open, 
honest charlatan.” He could lec
ture on science, religion, phrenol
ogy, mesmerism, the classics, and 
recite from great poetry and dra
ma. He built up his image by ex
aggerated advertising, as is shown 
in the following quote from the 
Standard:

"Prof. Herrmann, the World-re
nowned Prestidigitator,. . .has by 
special command, had the honor of 
appearing at the palaces of the fol
lowing heads of Europe: Queen 
Victoria of England, Emperor of 
Russia, Emperor of Prussia, Em
peror of Austria. He has also given 
special entertainments for the gra
tification of three Presidents of 
the United States—Abraham Lin
coln, Andrew Johnson and U. S. 
Grant, who all pronounced him to 
be the Greatest Living Magician! 
Eclipsing in his marvelous feats 
of Legerdemain the great Hindoo 
Jugglers.”

The “professor” was known and 
loved by pioneer folk all over the 
Pacific Northwest. We who have 
never heard a “World-renowned 
Prestidigitator,” who could also 
discourse on phrenology, or in 
rolling tones mesmerize his aud
iences, would like to have shared 
the experience.
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Toastmaster „
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AUTOMATIC 
TOASTER
Now everyone can hove too«» Hie 
way they like it with the NEW color 
selector for dork, light, medium,
The modern styling and chrome 
finish w ill look nice in any kitchenl 
(WSO173A-4)

Battery Booster Cable 
Set for 12-Volt Cars

See Our Large Selec
tion of Lamps of AU 
Kinds.

New 3 speed heavy duty mixer with 
powerful 100 watt motor! Big double 
chromed beaters that release with 
the touch of a button I White modern 
styled shape. (WSO537-7)

Wonderfry 12 Inch gtgu/oriy $14.95

AUTOMATIC 
ELECTRIC 
SKILLET
Giant 12 Inch skillet of thick 11 
gauge aluminum, mirror finish. Re
movable controls make It complete
ly immersible in waterl UL approv
ed. Complete with control, cover 
and pan. (WS0510-8)
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Two 36 x 72 Inch 
transparent poly
ethylene sheets. 36 
feet of fibre molding 
and nails In each kit«

The practical answer 
to dining in style.

Portable baseboard
elec, heater $0095
3-Foot
Other Elec. $
Heaters from

Fan-Gio Heetaire 
electric heater with 

thermostatic $tfl 4  95 
control ’24s

’32s
14

Armstrong Budgetone 
vinyl floor covering. _

Square $ -| 29
Yard JL
Congoleum vinyl Fore
cast floor covering.
Square $ V 59
Y a r d ________ A

9x12 Linoleum 
Rugs $y»95
Only ....... . ‘6s

12
P roctor Iron ing Board

PAD AND 
COVER

Salt and resilient thick cotton 
stitched pad. Scorch and stain re« 
slstont. Aluminised with s ilicon ., 
•  lastlc edge. (WAO62S-1)

Simmons genuine 
$59.95 value box 
springs and inner 
spring mattress.

Each

$39.88

Group 1 Batteries. 36
month guar. $-f / \4 4
Exchange 1(1

,0 cOajt

104s
ff&SuV81« 52 Gallon 

Silver Seal 
Electric 
WATER 
HFATFR

$58.88
F.o.B. paettane, b" i -
•  p.iiy «Hb

Plkeegleel
.  Interleehlng T h .nae.t-K
•  2 laaere ie«  elemental

C ut fam f la ts  linad 
model. Hot water 
Im tan tly . 10  y oar 
warranty.

□
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Oakland wood heater with
thermostatic $ -i P* J  95
control......................— 154s
Oakland fireplace heater with heat 
control. Glass $1 Q Q 9’
Doors—Only________

Kreoky automatic auto, forced 
air wood burning heater. Floor 
level heat in every $-| pTQ95 
room. 6-8 rm. size -L u tz

Goulds balanced flow 
shallow well system. 
No tank, no extras. 
Now $1 / I  4  85 
Only___

Biltwell Sofa Bed and Swivel 
Rocker. 100% nylon face fabric. 
Compare with $-j P Q 95
others at $196.50 A O tz

[000303
Frigidaire 

BUDGET BUY with 
“AUTOMATIC DRY” !

Model DO-62, 240-V. 
electric— 120-V. optional

$189.95
Electric Dryer, Only 149
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HAMS
Fully Cooked LB. X

Shank Portion ...4 5 c  |
Center Slices — 89c j 
Wh. or Butt Half..55c 3

RAISINS i " " ' ” 49c
OVEN CLEANER 55c

20c 
29c 
39c 
33c

Zee—
100-Ft. Roll 

Mrs. S tew arts Liquid 
l()-oz. J a r ..............................

BROIL FOIL

WAX PAPER 
BLUING

14” Quilted

MCP PECTIN
MARGARINE 
MINCE MEAT

For

SLAB 
BACON

Lb. 49c
BAKED BEANS ¡ X ^ . c .  29c
TUNA FISH 2 2 2  4 85c 
HERSHEY'S COCOA -  -  29c 
GRAPEFRUIT 3> .25c

NO. 2 
POTATOES

5 0 - L b . - " I ° °

CABBAGE -  5c
DELICIOUS A P P L E S $2.95  
PAPER TOWELS 4 . $ 1  
CANNED MILK 6 . 79c

45c

MAYONNAISE 59c PUMPKIN ~  E.O 10c 
Large Selection of Fresh and Frozen Turkeys Available. . .

Fleischm anns Corn OAy» 
Oil 1-Lb. Pkg. U <C

N alley’s
28-oz. Jar

IN ST  4N T  C O FFEE. M axwell House 6-oz. Jar 85c

CURL'S GROCERY
Eat Better—Buy More—Spend Lees—When Yau Shop Herel

HA 9-6341 Deliveries 3:00 P.M. Vernonia
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