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Makin’ Cider
RONA MORRIS WORKMAN
ROCKING W RANCH

The other day we stepped back
from this efficient age when you
can get everything already bottled
or canned—if you can afford to
pay the price—to the time when
vou produced with your own hands
the needs of the home, We made
apple cider. Our two sons had
never seen it made; Newdaughter
knew it only as something drunk
from a glass at a roadside stand
and even I had never helped make
it, but the Big Boss dug into his
boyhood memeries and pulled
forth the proper meethod of pro-

RHEUMATISM
and ARTHRITIS

1 suffered for years and am so
thankful that I am free from pain
and able to do my work that I
will gladly answer anyone writing

me for information, Mrs. Anna
Pautz, P. 0, Box 825, Vancouver,
Wash. Pd. Adv. — NUE-OVO

Laboratories.

ducing that amber liquid which at
first is sweet apple juice, then
cider, then hard cider, then some-
thing that has a kick like a mad
that

steer, and at last becomes
household necessity, real apple
vinegar.

Perhaps we would never have
reverted to the past had not
the ex-marine found on his newly
purchased ranch, which adjoins

the Rocking W, an old cider mill
and press. It had, perhaps, come
into this valley in the early days,
for it had been many times mend-
ed, but was still sturdy and en-
tirely adequate. The ground un-
der the old apple trees was strewn
with fallen apples, and we looked,
and laughed and went to work
like a bunch of children.

It was a warm, golden autumn

day. The harvested fields lay
quiescent within the circling
growth of firs around their

The gnarled limbs of the
trees cast darker shadows
their thinning leaves and
there was a faint hum of bees
over the fallen fruit, The rest-
less world seemed very far away
from this quiet upland farm, and
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life regained, for those few hours,
something ¢f its lost tranquility.
Gathering up the firm rosy apples,
feeding them into the ancient
grinder, watching the thick sweet
juice trickle from the pressed
pulp, made us, in some strange
mystic way, feel very close to
the real spirit of autumn, and I
tipped my cup and poured a li-
bation onto the ground in grati-
tude to the ancient earth-goddess
of the harvest. I wonder some-
times, if we, as a people, have
not lost the virtue of gratitude.
We have come to feel that we are
not 'dependent upon anything be-
yond ourselves—such very little
selves. It hurts our self-conceit
to feel grateful for anything we
receive, and yet, we are dependent
upon that Something for the very
air we breathe, for the earth upon
which walk and from which
comes our food, and the materials
from which we make our great in-
ventions, and upon that golden
spirit which we call the Sun and
Light. We are like children who
say always, “Give” and never
remember to say “Thank you.”

The poorest Mayan peon makes
a tiny altar in his cornfield, and
places fruit and flowers upon it
in reverence to the god who gives
fertility and life to his field and
grain, In days men
gathered at the temples with their
harvest offerings in thanksgiving
to the Power—no matter by what
name they ecall it—which gave
forth the means of life, and our
own forefathers bowed their heads
and thanked their God for the
food He gave. The same Some-
thing, though called by many dif-
ferent names, Yet, how many of
us in this present day offer one
word or thought of
to the Giver of Life?

I am sitting on the warm grass

we

ancient

gratitude
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Conservation Practices
Not Completely Utilized

Columbia county is not taking
full advantage of the assistance
available through the agricultural
conservation program for improv-
ing its agricultural resources, W.
C. Johmson, chairman of the Coun-
ty Agricultural Conservation as-
sociation, says.

Despite the need for increased
work to check erosion and deple-
tion on county farm-lands such as
digging drainage ditches, land
clearing, grass seeding, applying
fertilizers, ete., as disclosed in a
county-wide survey of conserva-
tion needs last spring, indications
now are that all of the funds al-
located to the county for conser-
vation practice payments to farm-
ers will not be earned this year,
Johnson reported.

The county committee is ask-
ing each farmer to take stock of
his conservation needs now and to
apply to the committee for assist-
ance in carrying out any addition-
al practices. that can be done
this fall Fall practices which the
commitbtee are encouraging are
land clearing, applying fertilizers,
seeding pasture mixtures for pas-
ture improvement, seeding grass
to establish permanent cover m
waterways and gullies, and iu-
stalling check dams in gullies,

There is still time to carry out
many for improving
grazing land, Johnson pointed out,
Assistance is available for range
water developments to promote
better distribution of livestock,
springs, dams and reservoirs.

At the same time the committee
is asking operators who will not
be able to perform all the prac-

practices

does not come very close to the
actual cost of completing the con-
servation practice, the benefit de-

rived will more than equal the
costs,
1.7

The most serious railroad wreck
oecurred on December 24, 1933
near Paris, France, when 160 per-
wns were killed and more than
100 injured,

marks the station where
you get that pep-produc-
ing gas.
for your car.

ROSE AVE. GARAGE

this Chevron sign

It'll do wonders
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Experienced cabinet
Mill work built to order. Free

estimates.

maker.

Plumber. Repair and new
installation. Call for free
estimates of work.

Electric water systems.
Free installation & free
service for one year.
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