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Wanted— 
A Grandpa

By RAYNE WOODBURY
© McClure Newspaper Syndicate. 
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f\TANCY THRONE left the State 
I- V road at the turn and gave the 
Jld truck all the gas it would take, 
tor it was an uphill climb all the 

way home now, over 
CUODT3 rolJgh dirt road 
**•• ■ well strewn with
£ ■■ q v projecting boulders.3 •• Vx K I The cold Septem- 

night had3 I Qz K I brought a drizzling 
rain with it, and 

Nancy’s thoughts were as dismal 
as the night; dismal in spite of thir­
ty dollars tucked in a little wad in 
her jacket pocket, and the store of 
provisions that lay under a protec­
tive oilcloth in the back of the 
truck, together with the extra treat 
for the children—a cake of milk 
chocolate for each, a drawing pad 
that Nonnie had asked for wistfully, 
“when there’s money enough, moth- 
er-r”; for Dick a miniature taxi, 
whose brave red color gave lie to 
the fact that it had cost but ten 
cents; a cuddly baby doll for Elsie, 
whose family of battered dolls were 
so dear to her three-year-old heart.

She was so engrossed in her 
thoughts that she nearly ran over 
something ahead of her in the road. 
Her brakes jammed with unmerci­
ful haste and she jumped out to in­
vestigate. Her lights showed the 
huddled figure of a little old man in 
the blue suit of a Union soldier, 
asleep in the rain. Nancy shook 
him.

’’You’ll catch your death of cold 
here. Where are you going?”

Faded blue eyes peered sadly up 
at her from under mist-laden eye­
brows.

"No place, ma’am.”
“But where’s your home?” 
“Got no home, ma’am.” 
“Oh, nonsense,” scolded Nancy. 

Her hand touched his forehead and 
found it unnaturally hot. "Get in 
beside me, here. I’ll put you 'up 
for the night." She half shoved him 
into the spare seat and banged the 
door.

“Here we are,” said Nancy, and 
genuine kindliness rang in her voice 
as she helped the tottering old fig­
ure down. "You stop the night 
here."

But she was not wholly right. Be­
fore morning a high fever had de­
veloped and for three nights she 
stood faithful watch over her un­
wanted guest, lest the little spark of 
life be extinguished forever. When 
the fight was over there was no need 
to ask him who he was and where 
he was going. In his delirium he 
had poured out his pitiful story: 
How, after he had deeded his home 
and savings to his married daugh­
ter, she had made him see too

surely in the bank. She had wrest­
ed from the land the interest money 
and a little on the principal of the 
mortgage. After this was paid there 
would be but little left for the bare 
winter months, but Nancy was un­
daunted.

One night in early December she 
finished up her chores and dashed 
into the bright, warm kitchen. Non­
nie and Dick were busy with their 
school books at the table, and Elsie 
was rapturously putting her babies 
to bed. Grandpa had just accepted 
a fat cigar from a stranger who 
sat beside him, his feet propped 
familiarly on the kitchen stove. He 
arose as she came in and she rec­
ognized him. It was Bestwick, who 
held the mortgage on the place. She 
started hurriedly tor her check book 
and pen.

“Well, Mrs. Thorne,” Bestwick 
said, and she could hardly believe 
her ears, “we’re square now. Any 
other time you want to do business. 
I’ll be happy to. I’ve given your 
grandpa the cancelled mortgage.”

“Yep,” grinned grandpa making 
a twisted taper of the paper he held 
in his hand. "I had some back pen­
sion money I didn’t know what to 
do with, Nancy. And I Agger the 
best use I can make o’ this here 
paper is to light my seegar with it.”

Commodore Perry Arrived 
Too Late to Save Seaman

Probably the only sour note in 
events surrounding Commodore Oli­
ver Perry’s victory on Lake Erie 
was the execution of Seaman James 
Bird, according to H. J. Carr, in 
the Cleveland Plain Dealer.

During the battle Bird was wound­
ed, but instead of going below deck 
for treatment he stayed at his post 
until the firing ceased. After the 
fight he went to Gowanda, N. Y.. on 
a furlough, and here he was be­
trayed by a man who told the sea­
man the war was over and thus 
there was no necessity to return 
to service. The betrayer wanted 
Bird to work for him.

Meanwhile Bird was charged with 
desertion and a reward offered for 
his capture. On the pretext there 
was money due the seaman for serv­
ice in the war, Bird's betrayer took 
him to Erie, Pa., to collect.

Here he was seized and ordered 
shot, and the man received the re­
ward for turning him over to the au­
thorities. Perry heard of the sea­
man's plight and came to plead for 
his life—but he arrived in Erie just 
as the guns of the firing squad 
barked death for Bird.
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COLLECTING LIQUID 
RUBBER ON FIRESTONE 
PLANTATIONS IN LIBERIA

From these plantations 
comes an ever-in­
creasing supply of the 
world’s finest rubber. 
Money saved here and 
in manufacturing and 
distribution enable 
Firestone to sell first- 
quality tires at lower 
prices.

YOU GET MORE FOR 
YOUR MONEY IN
FIRESTONE
STANDARD TIRES

r w

bs <▲

FlRESTONE builds a first-quality tire made of 
top grade materials and sells it for less money 
because Firestone passes savings along to you in the 
form of extra values. Firestone controls rubber and 
cotton supplies at their sources, manufactures with greater 
efficiency and distributes at lower cost. Because of these 
economies —
YOU GET EXTRA PROTECTION AGAINST 
BLOWOUTS —eight extra pounds of rubber are added to 
every 100 pounds of cord by the Firestone patented Gum-Dipping 
process. By this process every fiber of every cord in every ply is 
saturated with liquid rubber. This counteracts dangerous 
internal friction and heat that ordinarily cause blowouts.
YOU GET EXTRA PROTECTION AGAINST 
PUNCTURES — because under the tread are two extra layers 
of Gum-Dipped cords.
YOU GET EXTRA PROTECTION AGAINST SKIDDING 
— because the tread is scientifically designed.
YOU GET LONGER NON-SKID MILEAGE—because of 
the extra tough, long-wearing tread.
Make your car tire-safe now for fall and winter driving. Join the 
Firestone SAVE A LIFE Campaign today by letting your nearby 
Firestone Dealer or Firestone Auto Supply and Service Store 
equip your car with a set of new Firestone Standard Tires — 
today’s top tire value.

STANDARD
SEAT COVERS

Reduced to

prestone
STANDARD

FOR PASSENGER CARS
4.50- 20 $8.70
4.50- 21 9-05
4.75-19 9.55
5.25-18 11.40
5.50- 17 IX.5O

5.50- 18 IX. 95
5.50- 19 I3.IO

HEAVY DUTY

4.75-19 11.75
5.25-18 14.X5

OTHER SIZES PROPORTIONATELY LOW

prestone
SENTINEL

4.40-21 $5.65
4.50- 20 0.05
4.50- 21 0.35

4.75-19 $0.70
5.00-19 7.XO
5.25-18 8.00

OTHER SIZES PROPORTIONATELY LOW

prestone
COURIER

4.40-21 $5.431
4.50-21 0.031

4.75-19 $6.37
30x3 H Cl. 4. 87
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plainly that the proper thing for him 
to do was to die. Unwanted. Nancy 
marveled that with his feeble 
strength he had been able to wan­
der so far.

It was an irony of fate, she 
mused, that he had been delivered 
into her hands. Maybe the Lord 
had sent him to take the place of 
Dick, the elder, whom she had mar­
ried in spite of everybody's pro­
tests. and with whom she had gone 
into the hills of New England to 
overcome his lung weakness. Dick 
had been gassed in the World war. 
Peculiarly enough, it hadn't been 
his lungs, but his heart, that had 
taken him a year ago.

Casually she laid her plans before 
the old soldier the first day he sat 
up.

"If you want to stay with us,” 
she smiled. "I guess we can find 
plenty for you to do. Harvesting 
time's coming on and I’ll be busy. 
I won't have much time for 
indoors, and there should be some­
one indoors to keep an eye on the 
children. In fact,” she lied (but 
the old soldier never suspected the 
lie), "I was thinking of advertising 
for a grandpa just like you.”

In the rush of work that followed 
for the next few weeks, hard, body­
wrenching work that left her fa­
tigued beyond belief at the end of 
the long days, Nancy was conscious 
of one outstanding thing, the- chil­
dren loved "grandpa.”

Dollars accumulated slowly but |

SEA YIELDS LIVING

Here is twelve-year-old Miriam 
Flynn hard at work gathering “Irish 
moss" from the sea near her home 
at Scituate, Mass. Young Miriam 
has brought an old world industry 
to modern New England and is 
making money at it. She gathers 
moss each day from sea-swept 
rocks off the coast and hopes to 
earn enough for a college education.

DON’T RISK YOUR LIFE ON SMOOTH WORN TIRES!
DO YOU KNOW
THAT last year highway accidents cost the lives of more than 
38,000 men, women and children?
That a million more were injured?
THAT more than 40,000 of these death* and injuries were 
caused directly by puncture*, blowout* and skidding due 
to smooth, worn, unsafe tires?

At right is a section 
cut from a smooth, 
worn tire, with non- 
skid protection worn 
off. Tires in this 
condition are liable 
to punctures, blow­
outs and skidding,.

At left is section cut 
from a new Firestone 
Tire. Note the thick, 
non-skid protection 
against skidding, 
blowouts and 
punctures. Come in 
and see a demon­
stration.

BATTERIES TWIN HORNS

ASK ABOUT OUR 
“CHANGEOVER" 

PRICE

FIRESTONE AUTO RADIO
6 All-Metal Tube» 8’* Dynamic Speaker 

Save up to $20.00.

includes universal 
control head 

Cuba Ballt Dash Maaatiags Available

MORE THAN 2,100 OTHER AUTO SUPPLY 
ITEMS FOR EVERY CAR NEED

“ifi festone
Listen to the Voice of Firestone Monday evenings over Nationwide N. B.C. Red Network

Reading the Advertisements Is a Good Way to Keep Abreast of the World


