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TO BURN OR NOT TO BURN

To every question there are two sides;
different angles that should be, and are,
considered before any business is' organ-
ized.

When a town, city or state makes a

bid for any industry, certain salient facts|

are gathered ||:\,' the people interested,
among which may be listed, markets, raw
material, labor, and security of taxation.
It is a triumph for any civic body to an-
nounce that through its efforts it has se-
cured an addition to the payroll of the
slate.

When that occurs, everybody has a
feeling that they will profit by the in-
creased money put into circulation—the
butcher, the barber, and the electrie globe
maker, and in actual practice, they do.

This is one picture, bringing new in-
dustries into being, but what ig being done
to keep the industries we already have?
In the west, we have as a result of the
transient industry of mining, a number
of towns which have died with the ex-
haustion of the ore which was mined and
milled. Do we want the lumber industry
closed down? Have we considered a pie-
ture of this kind? Yet annually this is be-
ing hastened, not by the legitimate cutting
of the forests, but by the thoughtless cit-
izen who is careless with hig lighted ma-
terials.

The forest industry can be made per-
etual; instances are on record of private
umbering operations having been carried
on for several centuries, and although the
instances cited have occurred in Sweden.
where economic conditions have been dif-
fereni to those of the western states, yet
there is not a citizen now resSiding in the
west who would for one moment admit
that what others ecan do, and have done,
we cannot,

But the realization of a perpetual lum-
ber industry is being pushed farther and
farther into the background with every
fire that robs the soil of its fertliity; that
destroys the seeds and the seed trees left
by Mother Nature, and for what reason?

jecause a lttle thought was not exereis-
ed in time, because “this place will do for
a camp fire,” because of the “we do not
own the timber” attitude of a few; be-
cause the taxes which have gone to build-
ing the highways of the state, collected
largely from the industry which built the
state and still contributes well over half
its payroll, is apparently one of the means
of letling the fire demon loose in the
forests.

This is the question, both sides of it,
and to paraphrase Shakespeare, to burn,
or not to burn, is the problem.

Is it better to perpetuate the industries
which are the lite blood of the western
states or to pursue hypothetical industries
yet unborn?

Surely both courses can be taken; wis-
dom would demand that we hold firmly
that which we already have, before we

expand. By keeping fire-free,” we make
sure of an industry that so largely pro-
vides our local and foreign trade; we

keep our raw materials for use and pre-
vent such unnecessary expenditure of tax
revenue as fire-fighting,

And what could be more important to
the west?

CONQUERING NATURE

Since man'g beginning he has waged an
unceasing battle to subject nature to his
will and wish. Though the battle has now
waged for thousands of years nature is
still the master of man.

Victory is not yet in sight for man but
his advance, though slow, is unchecked.
Nature may never be entirely under the
control of man, who is actually a part of
nature, but her many elements are be
ing subdued one by one.

Man's greatest struggle with nature has
been the prolongation of human life, a
thing over which nature for ages held|

complete and uncontested sway. Science,|just

medicine, education and sanitation as con
ceived by the genius of the human mind,

are successfully driving back the forces|his wife always thinks he
of nature toward the lengthening of the|ten there sooner.

average span of life. On the basis of the

progress made in the past three decades|no kick coming
toward the prolongation of human life we in with some cash.

{can hope to have an average life span cf
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1922 at the| SPIP, the telegraph and the radio are ex-

emplifications of man’'s conquest of nature.
Asironomy and archaeology—man's se-
ience, have brought within his ken
universe and the past.

Anything man c:
if he at
abolished the plagues and devastating ep-|
idemics of our early history and we shall
abolish the diseases which take their toll
of human liveg today. Nature is surrender- |
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time comes, if it should, when man no

longer has to struggle for supremacy thel|.
decay of the human mind will be swift|

and suré.

EVERYBODY BENEFITS

The proposition of “trading at home” |stron

has been too often constructed for the help
of the merchant alone. There is no greater
economic fallacy. The merchant may gain
the first or primary benefit; the

| iy
I'l-:.“u!;_'u_nr dissolved by the acid
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may show up first in his own cash regis-|°

ter; but by no means is the “business man” | "
the sole heir of local patronage. We are|,. ,
people. It is a bread term|way

all “business”
and includes those who toil or add any-
ching to the total of human welfare.
The merchant, the banker, the farmer,
he housy wife, the teacher, the preacher,
he lawyer, the doctor, the laborer, the
contractor, in short, the “butcher, the ba-
cer, the candlestick maker” are all in the
same class when it comes to making Ver-
nonia what it should be. Set any one of
these trades or professions going and all
the rest are benefitted all the way up or

dewn the line. If one prospers, the others|

ne deals with or pays wages to are helps|

d accordingly. It means more savings,|

more bank deposits and more business.
We are living in an age of keen com-

petition with the big cities. That the large |

ity has its advantages and accodomations, |
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Planting Time
Is Here at Last

Earliest of all Certified Seed

Potatoes.
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