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George Eliot’s religious belief was nev­
er distinctly understood by the world at 
large. In the following lines, which have 
been pronounced as beautiful as any tobe 
found in the English language, the fa­
mous author has given an inkling of her 
views.—

THE CHOIR INVISIBLE.
• ’ •
BY GEORGE EI IOT.

O may I join the choir invisible 
Of these immortal dead who live again 
In minds made better by their presence; live 
Jn pulses stirred to generös,ty, 
In deeds of daring rectitude, in scorn 
For miserable aims that end with self, 
In thoughts sublime that pierce the nignt like 

stars,
And with their mild persistence urge man’s 

search
To vaster issues.

»

So to live is heaven; 
To make undying music in the world, 
Breathing as taauteous order controls 
With growing sway the giowing lift» of man 
So we inherit that sweet purity 
For which we struggled, failed, and agonized 
With wideni» g retrospect that I red despair, 
Relsdlious flesh that wcP.ild rot l>e suldued, 
A vicious parent shaming still its child, 
Poor anxious penitence, Is quick devolved; 
Its discords, quenched by in« eting harmonies, 
Die in the large and charitable air, 
And all our rarer, batt *r truer s« If, 
That sobls'l religiously in yearning son, 
That w atehed to ease the burden of the w or hl, 
Ltloriously tracing what mtiM la», 
And what may yet be Iwtter—saw within 
A worthier image for the sanctuary, 
And shap'd it forth ladore the multitude 
Divinely human, raising worship so 
To higher reverence more mind with lov»-. 
That Is-tter self shall live till human Time

Be gathered like a scroll within the toml 
Unread forever.

• This is the life Id come
Which martyred men have made me re glori 

ous
For us who strive to follow. May I reach 
That purest heaven, be tootheriouls 
The cup of strength in some great agony, 
Enkindle generous ardor, feed pure love, 
Beget the smiles that have no erueltv—• • •
Be the sweet presence of a good diffused, 
Ami in diffusion ever more intense.
So slid 11 I join the choir invirdl le 
Whose music is the gladm as of the world.

TALENT CHURCH NOTICES.

Baitist Church—Ihiptist services will I eheld 
ontb.e 2nd and 4th blind: vs in erch montl 
morning ami evening; Rev. A. J. bt*.*vens|io 
tor.

Methodist services on the 1st an«l 3rd Sin 
days, morning and evening; Rev. Dr. Raider, 
pastor.

Endeavor society every ¿Umlav evrnitq. .
Bible class uml prayer meeting Thut-da» 

evening of each week. •

Duskard Ciichcii—Services on the 1-t *1
3rd Sundays of each month, morning and even­
ing, Rev. David Brower, pastor.
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