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SYNOPSIS

In an unfamiliar voice. “It’s the horse 
that—that Dave Turner rode here— 
and he won't want him any more.*

I.tnda took the rein, passed It over 
the l.or-i head and Mtnrted to swing 
into the -addle. Then she turned with 
a xnai as the woman Mipped some­
thing Into her hand.

Unde l.a k.sl wn and saw it was i 
tl»- hilt of the knife that Elmira had 
'•arrtiil with her when th»- two women 
had gone with Dave into the wood*. 
The blade glittered: tra l.lndn was

CHAPT'.’K I—At U1« (lauto of hl* Mm 
tether, Br. b Duocuri, tu ax. »'astern city, 
rexihiB a inymerl ma tnt.,i>a<e. re-nl b> • 
Mr» Rom, »ummoni.ig l»lu» p,rwnt,turUy 
to routhem Orvson—to cj—< "Unda

CHAlTtoU II.- un>w tauf vivid but bot- 
tSnu recoilecUooi ul bis cnll<liioo4 tr, on 
orplianare , bylure Mb adoptara by Now 
too Duncan. UirttO. tire stri Linda.

CILMTIBTalFa End. 
•en »wit 
iMri«*».’! dial1 
> th. r...

CJIATT1 
Eruce la 

lUarity 
i hie know
CHARTE.

Bruce nial.,«, 
ronde atora 1 
Mm Roña' ola

. eruvtn« the train.
At bt» «fiaruol ta

• urroundtnM though 
ina n.rver new, th,»/*

Th« Bljtfe Gltttm J; but Linda Wei 
Afraid to Look at It Cloaely.

CHAPTER VII ,-ira. Ito«». and

Swntoomee al.» With einvUyru Sue
' Tnir*1" °,M'—** ,<~ °*

CHATTER VIH.-AtrrouKb a country 
Œllnaly fiirnUbir, Brure jnuf-wa-x ar» 

hú dilldhotnl playmate, I-Irida.

OHJUTEH LX.-The Mtri 
Wfonaa committed by on u 
her nuiilly, the Rome* L 
ny til» clan WV re at,-Ion tr >rn 
ahd the family, with the e>' .«»mra m 
Aunt Elmira (Mr* Ibn«) ar»1 herrori. 
Mpel out by anaaaalmatlOQ Bru ne’e fa 
tlow Mattbww lhiltnf, »U 'X the
Wilma Illa mother t.ad dud with Bruce 
and Linda. Tl,.. Kiri, while email, tad 
Mat, kidnaped from the raiihaxiOTO and 
brought to the mountain* Linda'a raii.ur 
Fad laaded hie Ittuda to Mat their li'oteue. 
but Um. attream.-nl, will, b utxxlfl opnlub. 
U>« aunmy » <daima to 11» t»m»rt9, ha* 
hero loal

CHATTER M etnra/t. uuemeirn Hkmd 
mai orala to uie call of the bkwA-fouA

C'RAJTEH XI A Miaul Uw«. the Han 
til •>) Pimi, tn front of LAnd •'» catHo 
■a-rhe to Tinrae’a <je ttod (tram ..»atino b 
be .uideavortn« U> -ova» o in<■»»«»>>

CIUITBU XH «roce r“-*» y* m 
«,r b uf o tmpiwr n»ui»-d Iru.te.».», * 
I toar. *o tn.t Kirreeraeul lu»twa«n Linda'»

lh«r ami Matine« *»■<»«•
CHAPTmi XV IliKta.m lid treve viril i 

tile rormrr'a ti-ui*. A woU. eauirbt la 0>u», 
la día- overed l»y tbe KUl.t Dfat. rtcd U 
bia f»Mi»i. th. i.r it» «i lk»w doen Hi:>1,>>». 
Bill».'«, on lila w») tu luda mi. ahoula <«r I 
• " ir :» th»- Kll.r dt vimr hici. froto I. 
rtctlm lludr-.t . but tina Lr» ■•’• idet 
Üiy. trie* to t. Ii tilín ha mdlmr place of 
th*. '.grrom.nl. but dr. O’ .oiri.rtiona nlm

afraid to look at It cl<«ely. *You 
might need that, too,“ the old woman 
said. “It may be wet—I can't remem­
ber. But take It, anyway."

Linda hardly heard. She thrust the 
blade Into the leather irf the saddle, 
then swung on the horse.

Sbe rode irwIfUy until she begun to 
fenr rtliiMMi might hear the hoof beat 
of her mount; then she >lrww np to 
■ walk And w'hw> sire had enured 
tiw bill and bad folh/wod d«»wn Its 
long slope Into t!»e glisi, the moon 
we.t undn the clouds f»« the first 
time.

KIm- lost sight of Hlmon iH once. 
Haetnlngly I.«t effort to save Bruce hud 
come to nothing, after nlL But she 
didn’t torn taick. There were light 
IMitches In ti»e sky, and the nx»<i 
might shine forth again

She foiiowisi down the trail toward 
the ciniiei) lands that the Turners cul­
tivated. She went to their very edge 
It wiui n rather high point *' she 
waited hen for th»' moon to emerg» 
iigu n Numt. It He» med Io her, laid II 
urn »1 so slowly But nil lit once lit 
light Unwed forth over the land.

1! r *■(, - Henn liisl tiie distant 
. pit « but -lie c»»tild cutch no glltilp » 
»if Simon between the tn »< Hi I

I

i
I

denti) lu no longer walked 111 thr 
dire lion of the house Tlien «he looked

<1HAJ ’’TIC XV I ««te beD* In#
knemu wiur«« ih i ih» .in«*.irf b« "O «vii«' *.
Inji* fili;'- <- imi hh

GUAITI K XVII 1LJuvr Llri'l.i
Bnd /(unt Elmlru fruì11 the!F uotiw T'hc 1

burniti i.mdn h . <1 it« Htruuh ilowt
ie uui'd \v< tiiiH n imniru R muí ha** i

bra*"; nunfcrcd 1 i *«, »ui 1 rt.t tar "'tn
DUitill âfh r ••i'ur*4y t.nUliM Ih «tert
pvrtiAe. Lin i» lo.a! rt* (hent Klone-

O F IITLII X vin IL (iirniOM Hr*’ •
|»r»<U u n »(e. pr*i I) r ...n I.'. <1 . t. :*
1. » h hn th* ha h k’dna»i' m1 by t* •
Turni» r»

< '1Î7UT ICH X.Î X I tor tuli. Into
iniin» tnip »ni In mi id«« pr «hier

IITWH X t. < hur<H K whh
pttntf to r " i*» n 111« til'HV f.*ud. u <

(•Itti!, «a(*r a in*««'k trial. deobi' - U» 1 H -e ;
h n. bound ft a n* ituci T thr '
w i th« K in«'T hnd -Ulin h , i

r. »Mil Ult> »V-.-™
I« return a it»« gr!«»ly mi.l th" pn-t abl» 

«laying nt Bruce r»y ’.be anlimd
CTLAmcn xirt a »innts »r»j«ty. 

known ,u> th« Klllar, h Le» b-rror of 
VI, Intfy, b. ,'auifc- . .t' Ann feroi lty

CHAPTER XIV IMvo Turn«», aei'l tn 
•tn,on. bril»«« Hi. Iwmi u> w.mr fulawty 
amwrnlnk the mirroinont. it bniuKht lc 
light. Im» Snowing Ita h«r»»wt»*>ut»

CHAJTKK LM itnae. helps«« await» 
arrival of the Ktlliw and Atwlln

i'HAKTKH XXII Hi»»« .'«»A»* lAiela 
at "rtor if iniu-rtiig- TL gtrl r. f 
telling him at,, Imo Bro« »r»«M. 
th.- man brutali» ortk«« h<w. ami l«ve , 
The gill I* noiotti nt In* will •' I» IbVHV. 
n* <1 she fnllc’WH him

CHAI’THH XX HI H»f |m >«r
rv< v vlntiing hl» helpl»«* v«w»my.
tc ¿font over him With the Killer «S I 
tually enitthig nt Hru»^'a UimU. «»o
hif’« tm<>i arrive«, wound» tn* nnlnwu. 
nr.d currttg her lover

CHArTMn XXIV *4)«ptte »Mr 
eiit llrw e alul IJltalA 4«* hie
tc- keep up Om* n«ht

rHKBTFH XXV Hiwkin# to rnakv b«w 
way fv Martin » «tore for ammunition. 
Lind* la ftr«Ml on am! turned hm'k

CHAFTm XXVt. Th« Turn« clan. In 
w Urvtftr thundwwtovm. attm'h th* Fuller 
homa The 8«-ni1nwl lim to ntrua* by 
liftnin< <n«t ev< on fir*

CUAf*HBH XXV1L Th* eml
rlnoH-e the «btt'i. kvrw’ !m<M*e and
they mutt, i In the halt tn»h
Of thr irlnnt |«lne Iitkk^r and Mruln nml 
Uh an»»im«*'.t *• lo<»< MMJtfhl Al ti>at 
movneht Itvuoe I* rtiot

CHAJrmK XXX in ftnnm b««d t««t a 
w4fne«e ’v th.- llmllnf of thr |«p« an * It 
«ft« 1 !• rP!«« thnt *}*«•«•» l.lmla jvti» Rrurr 
tnt’ tlw frt»u»«»' fit i» not ImuII) hurt 
Perl ft. thr I 4lB»ard th« tWv mount thr 
•nr h rw* with thr inlrnth* of maliliM! 
thett *ay to the •rHUmei.ia

CHAIT1H XXIX. In th« *<'•»’ IJ mtn 
am« I’ru.r he. th« trail WWW dm- 
m«4.:ile>! th. Ir tw rar brraha «war

CHUTV’HXXX »re« fVt tv Mj«« 
Unda. •h.rta afir< (he antma Tl> 
Kill r ApVvar ao<l tolkm •> Ulin time*
f tura upon H Hi»'«, and a flaht to the 
.‘ nth tCum.e Wmkrvrd by hl» W'Utnl 
pr n « 1» < <• ’ out U • • ’ ’ « » •tnumpt he W attach««! t* thr 
Killer Aftr» a rwrrw th* an»nl\
tndi £ mon * nrvrr . rima

CltAfTl XX XI Tin.- hfh’ <wW. 
til« Killer apparently petturi*«d l«av«i 
l .a vktuu t.onla b*v< an ti»apiru»i<m Utal 
th* ' rule la mahtatt hi» war tv hi» hH^ r- 
n ' • * T‘*t > f >ll«»< hhn I'«mt a n

vitton * twrwrl and M thr
Ilf» nfrv Inn a va* flrue» *n?» t ’» 

car^fidgv »la>» th« animal hhalirt 
•nd aa»u*r«r thr two await t>.v «n«
M thr Mtatarw' aid »heir *l<t»»ry In <ta 
Crta t ubdvrvtan ‘ina which ha** <wan» 

t!m rn that r»r1' »<4 •(rife»

• «»v« r tb» tllh'ì landa
Alrnont a quarter ot a rulli» awa> 

uh«- mw tìie tlii’ker <>f u mlnlaturt 
»ballon <»nly thè viviti quallty of thr 
noM»nlhjiìt. ugnlriHt whlch nny Htmdovi 
' hh clearriit tirul sburp. <‘ru»bled ber tu 
iliacoru li ii all. li wuh S.mHi, and 
evi«’« ¡itly hi.- tmsl.u h»i'l lak« n lii’ii 
lato thè invado** l'ivllnx ttoit nhe 
v\.ih or thè righi (rack nt Ui»t, hIh» 
unr» I 'O»r h rar fomnr«1 mr in, kta» • 
log ¡o ttn hailow of thè ihiiber ut 
Ara!

Sitino» wniki*! film« *at pitin ivi to fi 
dnrk fiìn re for »et rii a mlh* ; tlu ’ 
turtnal <’fT lato t» o Ulto«! hmi?-*. Sh< 
rodi* ¡»¡«etite hlm ami r. in <1 Ir» th« 
borse to watch

Win fi thè diatene«' htt<l H’rnoat «»b 
aciirisi hlm. «he su* hlm -top 11« 
svi ì .mI >i i«»n ? tlinr, then turmal back 
'Hi inoon *eiit In nini oul of tht 
rlomb Then. tnistlng to thè d latti tot 
to ■ <»mvul her. ! .Inda naie hlowly oul 
Ini« Hi«» «‘le ring

S i.ui re-« terr«1 thè ninbvr. bla In 
¡MHtliih iviningly itone, unii Linda 

sflil r»**l«* n thè genomi direction h» 
tali g««nr \ cori bum N«*nac ,»f ini 
¡a dine weitta ci 'ne ovi r Uri tu sto 
hvtidvd i>n t. *vuri1 (he dl-4i»nt iva l <»1 
foreet hevon<!

Then thè Holldt ShiWl.v dlirmln-; un 
iter Ih« tu«» . tl e lUtht crvft* wtth al 
m<»at In p« rit’idll le eticT'» ■•hriviu» Al 
tlrat It *u» ihiI> brlg! t vfxmgii tc 
<how ber uwn dim ahndotv on thè 
irm-a. he utter glootn ’hai <wvi 
th< tald* I* m« n« il and d' w nwar llk< 
ria otilng mrtalns h«*r Union tvoctat* 
viti fnrth. r. . ahudou s* grw utort 
clvnrly «aitllti«»! and dUtlnct. Thet 
th< iixiMi r Vd forfh lato a uholly 
•V n ¡«♦it«*! t “ky n wtdtf» a, tari 
wlt' H aprili ih - «»f i tvld Man» ai un<
It i ’. thi -Ihvr n.dlnncv pftwirv»
down

» e > ir . ? Vi I vi h! in. «K n
! . ile! ’ .-til t« ' ’i! lo I’ credltol« «li>*

es ilH*ut bei TÌO* (ortMt tapXìi 
ired li- dSthirt ««utlttM' . kbe iXMl<* 
twiey ini ,;i. ir i\ tu f!u piai

>■( . r . .!f: -he kl ve
*» ' ah«* h» ! L'Und Kruixx

■* aitimi lei uent hi mie to Im*v u

hliu . < atm» o ipilv« ntrmgth timi ti

• lia- ÜWW»,’ • f ita voti Ih UT hi

-H t RkWH’ ih Vtì tM’W M front, h er
inc flgur«* »TW»p4nx towiinl Mn
tVft ni UJ»‘ fifft!»! I4l«*l (it’ll out
nd *lth thr h'tig »trap tar rrti

her h. cm* Into thr1 f pao
’! khrw

Brurv* ! ni n<‘» hwtr b**r «l’titt*. H.
Ir ili< «oH grnim. wultlnf

’.«‘«th A gn«Ht «mini bnd <xmM* UlMtt

pin* « ttain» 1ii ft*n m» <ht ha« lei»t 1
hin . and 1« nindr ta cry tn th
Irei dftol tlUMlH ? 1 ' ; .or tl.

MT«< • (•‘rror 1ittd gtw an*1 let
hU th« iwhU «nguiurly clear Ai
Sat ou* ’«*lr ! W»< 1 ft t< him -. th h
tta

^1‘W. t»*»
til ’ 
, Iff «

Ifu! »<ri 
lotft

they might make some sort of shelter 
and keep life in their bodlek until the 
Know ceased and they could find their 
way.

Ti»e cold was teepetilug, the storm 
was Incrini cl ng tn fury. Bruce'*1»«'n<.e 
ftcbisX his w.iuiM-leil arm felt numb and 
gtratige. th*- frost was gutting into bis i 
lungs Thon? uiw uo hope tit the 
st.crm 4ecr. uHtng. rather it wus stead­
ily growing worse. The tracks 
grow more 'lhu. and be began 
tr> be afTnld that the fnlilng 
flakes would '»tmeurc bls own fpot- 
prln's so that be conio t»* find 
bls wuy buck to Lindin And he knew, 
beyond all other knowledge, that he 
wanted her with biro when the shad­
ows ilropped ó'A'ti for good and all 
fin vnot«l be» arms oisrat litro; th* 
fight wrmkl be- wtsier t!*Ok

“Oti, whefe tbe use?" be suddenly 
said to tiie wind. “MSThy not give up 
and go buck r

Tie baited tn O>e trull and started 
to turn. But at that tnstnnt a beo­
ti»» of wind swept down Into bls face, 
and the eddy of sr>rw tn front of him 
won '»malo-d from his gnm. Inst for 
the space of a breath the canyon for 
a boDdrud f.wt distant was ’sirttaltj 
dbuj.d 'if the blinding «tn-aUMfro of 
snow. And he uttered a long gasp 
wt»eu tie saw, thirty jurds distant timi 
ut tbe fartheet nache« of bis tdgiit, 
the figure of a saddled borea

IBs gun leaped to bls should»!«, .”1 
bis eogertH»» did tujt cost him bis nelA 
csmtrol. He gaswl quietly tiloug tbe 
sights until he saw the animal*!» sturai- 
d. r betiwuu them. TBs finger pnwted 
buck agalnrt tbe trigger

Tbe hors». nudmO down. -»«»raitDgiy 
tnUintty l.iried. and the »now frustpt 
li, betwaeig Bwo erteti out tn trt- 
rtnrph. then he broke mW. a run and 
s’.»id Lbw sigh the 11 undue towasd Ids

Bui U 'tin*' (rtsrat Curt there w 
'Mber Orrùrt? for Brtyae th on tbe ro 
»»rvery of hig btenktrts that be had 
supp»»r»»<l wAlili be tied to the saddle. 
Th»- mow was fTil«->t betwwri. urul be 
was within twenty ft»« of tl»e uotmaTs 
t»«!y bej»>,v be gllui[«K«1 it clearly 
agiihg And bp tklt tiw find wove if 
woudes, the filai pnanpfugs of the 
U» sight ttiat tlw turrae he hr<l shot 
d»wn war out btei tnt one ttuil t* biul 
ruwer w»«j tiegbra.

Bnt these wue tio Chis» hit the 
Ousi^bt ft. t»’ fully luvne Homa one 
crieil ou>—« struuge. iMjifKiurl of h«> 
nd and trtumjjh th«» was almoet tai l*- 
big tn oil human quality—end a man’s | 
body lem»«l UAvurfl him from tbe j 
thicket befase wtilih the borse had 
fall.ru It wiu< gimoTk 'trul Bru.-e bad 
mii-tatam bte tuww ft.r tbe <me he hail 
rVklen.

Deen tn thul tnstitia crisis !fc dtd 
noi forimi tfiot be hod os yet neg- 
kwtod ft. e.' |>«i the empty cartrtd^» 
from tbe fiumi! of his rtfie and tr 
throw tn 't»> otbei fnun the lang»- I 
tlnw Oe tskii to »d tiie .ran th hfs 
kB udder, viortrtna the lever at the 
sarai’ tin»'. Hot BUnoiTH ieni- was t»> 
fust fi» bini !’!*< icr-rag hiuul cd»>l 
th», burrai of the gm, and snatched it 
t n on hh banda Tlien the assuilunt 
Hm«w tt badi. <wer his sfa» raider, awl 
it fall iftlj' tn tlw- Kn«vit 11». waft» 
ed, cnrachoil

The Iwri tuuu sIimrI ti«T ti' thee 
ill UisL All tliiitiSi rttw' were forgot-

T'ha Twa »tan Mi <1 Pm* tn Peer st 
Last.

Mg Ttw wurtd t1a> lind knowi. be­
far»-« mirili .< «roo and pl.ro* 
un«, t« OMAiirtut « and u-..od» and 
b. cmm»--*»»>m1 out and !«<• IMJ nroll- 
ikw «t«’V »wcl «fier'» preamrv.

All sl'.Ri» tlwsu «iw tbe mow thur- 
rl»H thul tb»«T psiM n»< p<Tii-
tr»rt»'. Misi H wna as It th»^ wvrv two 
l».iw cisgtufanfw .«i an «;.ywiR uu 
ti.liaMvd «la-rv wtu» laid «sue to 
»Ripa fit S.s’ Tin fnllhig sntw gmt- 
the wtu«. ilCun h cari.sb. t««w> of 
in jMMiBty iD.1 dii ir.»««A

BniCt sQ«!HÌ.r<si,d. .imi bis lar*- 
wna of tn«k ’U’eB. .«tiixai.* he «ild 
“Y.«l vr .s«ne.*

Tti<- man', -o*» ’eme»! red thnragii 
tbe »rk AW .■«•nue I wuuM. I«d 
jssi ’’link vira .vAild »■» upe un P"

It »Miln't tourt, inatti e wtart' »>r I 
h»h;«! you >» in«.“ IUmbw auBwu.-»«! 

retber qifirtl» ''biUth.iw <xsr i< in 
is iu4ng tv •«’ t!» trti«r. und th« 
«4 1 I mtv»w yira know tbs« “

'( klXrtr thl.t OD« « U» Uk He 
es «sw ,oe <X ua le ip 4r».g »xx- -« uxw 
liroc« ««y-«>•». vvhi<h an« ti»« i> 
b col : UIIX'I’. uNrtter.“ IU» .mat 
tu ndr dtM(Ml 'fi «tu «. wfi> ■> |
m rtr’aMl naie ».« i rtglrt now t ocM 
buvu kiM' meri I cisiM bar» sprung 
« few ft«« ftirrr « stiC bad fftû a «10-1 
■l e «fiiaf^tak c b> e rprta» ÏW 
fighi a «ibi f». t MMra «'ready "M 
! thtnk I atœA’ ’»ire Am a«.* Oam

that, even—with my own rlflt ar ydu 
came up. It's laying there. Just Ntìdv 
the borse."

But Bruce didn't turn his ejvro to 
look at it Tie was waiting for tbe 
uttack. ♦

“1 coutil have snatched jaair life just 
as well, tot I wuite.1 to wa!L" Simon 
won! un. "fi wu:.ted to sai a few 
words first, and wuntail tc niai’ter you 
—not by surprise—Lot by sup^wior 
strength ukme.“

It carni» into Bruces uMnd brt ecaild 
ten Binion <rf the wound n-jar his shoul­
der, how fsniui*: of it uo fight bet ween 
them would be a fair test of sui»erl- 
ortty, vol the words didn't come tc> 
bls llj<s. He could not tufe tnenj- of 
tl is tnrm. 'ltb* r llrmtly or tndiiroctly. 
any more than the pines asked mercy 
of y a Knows Oiut 'Y’vered OmSIL

"Ton were right when you wild 
there ts no escaping from this storm,“ 
Strncn ’«ait cm. "But tl doesn't much 
mutter It’s the e'id of a kmg war, 
and wtiul happens to the vfirtor is 
neither here nor Bhth. Il a£»«r3. ofl 
the more tilting that ww st«rald rueot 
just ns wv have—nt ’be very brtnfc of 
death—and Death should be waiting 
at the end for tbo one of us who su> 
vives. It's K Uhu this 4—4, terri fA 
wllderTies? in which w Uva"

Bruce gased tn amazemani. Tbe 
dart and dreadful poetry of yds man’s 
naturo wus coming to the fora The 
wind made a strange echo to his 
words—a long, wild shriek as it swept 
over the heads of the ptnea

“Then why are yon wutttngT” Br»» 
naked.

"9o yon coo '.mrharHtund aweiirt’-iing 
But I gtwas that time is Lewa Tfiei» 
Is to be no mercy at the end of tbf« 
figtrt Bruce; I ask none and XU gtw 
rare, Yçç hwve waited a war alatasi 
hie, havò orni*-'! me many times, 
y»» hurte war, tiw bora ¿tf the wnnsin 
I krua- and tlife is to be my anewet“ 
Ills Çtruvd a nota, and he
Ht» »h», more <jRi»«.jy “I’m going to kid 
voti. Bruca"

"Tìm n try ft,” Bruce ainwiroy) etm> 
lly. Tfin tn a bony to baük to 
Ltndtt*

Himmrts smridwlng «rotti trtrt»! n> 
et tiw worIa Both mwi suemoi! to 
eprtng ol the same ’Ima TJmìì» arms 
fía ilea. Chen LrtortocbHd; and they 
rortrad a king Qux»—iiuck and tnstb 
tn tbe snow.

^nr the first time Ilwioe bed fun 
r«»U'*iifli«i uf .■Itmon's mighty i«rt*4rtJk 
With all the power of Ma tx«ly ha 
tried U» wreniÇ i htm off lifts fiw t, bal 
It wu* like trybig to uur a tns from 
tiie ground.

But surprise at the jther^ ¡ipwt 
was not cnufineri to Brome ûl'Uia- 
PliiKin kDisr that he bad an opponent 
worthy of Clio Iron of rila own muscles, 
i nd be ira» all bb terrible mlgtit Into 
tbe bii’Oe. EL trier! to reach Bruce’s 
flir<»t. tml th mini's strong ahotíldiir
I udii t'-e arm .rutnsl tils ski. 81- 
num’s ureal hand rtueburf* fi pin 
Bnxw unn. uM fru tliu first Ame ha 
di scovaseli tta ksullrVi if his SAIL':- 
ness

He Saw the «»k.r r-uœp tram 
i rucc-'s fao oml w»t»sr drotps that 
werv ms melted gnow ermie upon It 
B 'Vum a I tbe »lvan’ igr. naeded bo 
tween su'Ji »jity -cfat.ed «'irKest 
unni Ard Rii » i toiijm i»ta çp, hen 
urani iba '.»■ -t hud tùia tl<$it t. tu» I 
e tesi of rap .rt.rlfy ninne, ms "ury 
sun-pl >vur bl. like u fl»««l ani ef- 
fit nd 'll ttibk - ‘Ise. gat b. ocr> 
terr’ '1< who«.' t.’lucl’ upon Broces I

th u lai- Mill Ih- ?«irl him liiAPtl, UD»I 
le- Atrae' once into Br icn> w lite 
fi.« with bls t ■< tn ■ kl<a !’hi' 
Mow t»ont n attrarr -\ RPtlness through 
th«» j.i-ng-v an »’s fremi . und be tried 
vainly ft' ’trtJRp*® to bls fwt "Klg 4 ' 
r ,ht iS%wip fL» pu»is».>ra his rr i nd 
illspot' »»»1 Alcrg Ms trW'RW b M« 1 
’nrft.ro ,110.1.« tra! for m n«. T 
■!i».y «h.j H"-' ..M>d to ft«k<ind T. ’j 
uid endurad too much. Total ;> 
uns» gaie .a» ’« ••ns* ■J«s»» htng
-•rad) to »lew-end.

tUro'-roty h«. Aocriod tl' kis-w fluii 
Sinn i» b»«*. T!: ■ froii fife; tot)' and 
was .-ven m’»-- mrcldng some rfreaA 
fui wa’.pim Curt vy bertle tbe Asid 
foni» »f thè tu.:se. h, ali tnetant iu» 
bi»d ,♦ irsi Brnr-rt, eyt» qsrsv’ tb 
f me to «-e tfm su tng’og it «Lift Ü 
WM t i» l’X i.nd stb>»ra wn» ip.-nt^g 
il turrdeft.-s» Mrw rat Mts «UT Un 
stock.

1 iM«ra usw no ChnriCT' to word tt <<L 
No binunn a ,i! 1 -oiA' 1rs
she rtirtni' T p«rt.

But thef «or and ■fcBth tn
Ow far rw -fije« M TYrrl ■» ftsj wvi» 
no» n» »rad a> w'T. At ’h«t traçant 
then» wes .ft inniorlng rr>vroerte.

A $rrM rny form mao lunging 
.rat of ttx? - <«• ftnrrtro. Tbetr vis!.« 
wits llmtted to a ftnv pro. sed so 
ftvrt the 'irorturo cania «!»!> awl tn- 
'•rortTI'le, «' irthtTn: ixroer, »he« hr» wng 
n; e th«n, to a Lrowih. U «U» Ou» 
Killer tn the fun glory »if the rtrargn»: 
and he bed enusdit up wld: Ow at 
tuai

Bro. ce srv-i ,st) tts grevi tarare 
hMtnlng Ju*« over Mm. R! with
anuirlng agfitfy hraped t< •« «tío 
jv st 1Q time. tbur. tetterod ’c wi. th» 
rt&- -ioct with ail hie wrongtM Bi t 
the blow «us i.»« menni ft r Eiruira.
II -truck w! ero siine l~ «he £v«U gra, 
ttturaMer -f the grtuly.

There lii'.irued ,md tuli »irorar»,’ 
Uy Û* «ss» fiurr'-a Cis*» befar, as 
«run» a I» til. n »r-vl fioro 
ab.we tbian bed »’tor i-s^fid. Tt»» 
KiUer*« rax»- «ras upon Mui. and. Qu 
N.nr at the ¿MSdw bad. hi.,
«targa fi.r a Iixv' «g uMj b,.
>rt-wftid, « marin . Qgt.tii« Q.ioi«ro, 
nfith lanth fiw an) irrtigt reeturo it 
tbe N»rar < 'jia ft r-MSTO', mid 
ft-war»! «Up»«- a^nic

U war tfte KlDro il M* liW«* 
Siui e. bed o. t. i.wra u s^o»« to* 
rtfliA In u»e ».nm t th»»- >je *hqM 
ratea I» tb»«» «r. m Igwt find fangs 
«««JL! t>« Si»«> Mtu. He irarfijig tj ar 
a rtuN «riihjg agn - vsdk
k»dtfnf «he te*«^<<rm»e» bivraa aiai

springing aside in the second "I 1 
Kilitr’B lunges. Be was fighting for 
hi.« life, aiul no eye could becieua t-at 
eil'rt ,

Simon 1 frasa-lf s rame»l exalted, ood 
for once It appeured that the 
had found an opponent worthy ot r-.J 
might Tiny wen- of one k'n<L ana 
they jieemed to uud* rrtjn : -».»i. ...or. 
The lust und passion and fur) of bat­
tle were upon them boy*.

The scene harked track to the young 
days of the world, when man and 
beast buttled for dominance. N"ti»!ng 
trad ckuingeiL The forest rtcrail gray 
and silent. Just the sama The ele­
ments warred against Ch-.ni Crum tfiv 
clouds—that ancient persecution of 
which the wolf puck sings on the 
ridge at night, that endlees strife that 
Lu* made of «xlsrenoe a travail and a 
seonrge. Man and beast and storm— 
tlx»se three great foes werv arruy»3d 
the sum«» us evi r. Un» swung iraclk 
ward a tl:<'usa»l-t:»< ras.iiul yeurs.

The snow “Seemed to crime from all 
directions to great ctoud'i nod flurries 
and streamers, and time after tins' 
tt wholly bid tbe contestants from

He 9wu»g it as « Clutl, Stitklrg Again 
and Affata, Oodgisg the Bterfq» 
Hammer 9krro and firorsjinj Aside 
in the fiooond of the KMarte Lenyes.

I

<

Bmort eyea. At such ttmes be «raid 
tell bow the fight aras going by sound 
alone—the snnrts »f tbe Killer, the 
wild oaths of Simon. tl>« taira«* of 
the 'ti-scvndfng rifle butt Bruco gave 
no thought of toktna part Ek-th were 
anémiés ; bls own strength seemed 
gone. The old deepened» Brace 
could feel It creep" :ig into Ms > k* 1, 
IraiUng its flow, threatening tiie park 
of lift, within Mtn Tt»e full Ughi 
of day IuhI come out upon flit* land.

Hr»» knew tbe • iMemees nev All 
tts primitive pesshras were- tn ph» .', : tl 
Its tni.’htv fero»-. ,rf grip«, it ■ stono
tWft*Tn»’d fc. ta trying to extlnizulsh
tl.JW n> •rs i in*«n: jealous their try
trusión. .««Ç:srtnx : r u* *‘,4 tt know
before tv'V i’i nc to twell
u¡ »»n tr ti- u< ' .sw'’pt end*

ssly ’li dì’ 1 .v rt\
It- wtnré ItaWF tn Ut*. an«l h.w
rute wn :r*ri‘t ; i»« A ; ’ teal - : it.
bbnd t* • hi? kDe•wta: i* V • in union
di ree Is i F* ’. t< rM ^4e ft intuit

•« <«î>ï> ilfW* all * bos«*- « n* 4 tore« t^t
t-Hf clegn -un ■ > mai ;-.i

IM« .gf ftr t the4r b:tf*îp ¿le duafl;.
LtTH.l. ,e »♦« altng <mt of the snow

— f. ilo*» rn¡ ttk g”' :lv' J trf ak a.: •
cr ?’ *t bi?H!<}< Pre She er» urteil t>e

hlr. Q’- .Î hl ...
UN ’f t< »»Id he? /’t to ’ heard
' *H. *»OU 1 is € the r *itV<‘ fron> ßfr -:
she bod tî Lbí'.t *s; 1 Í. P

a Od bi** ’ htid a

I

drot ¡rallor up»ra her face , yet m-w 
<:e anroil upon thut frightful coLfilot 
with a «trange anil enduring calm 
B »th she end B: jv»» knew that there 
wo« trat or* suro •ronqueror. and that 
wu.» 1 *enth. If the ICfilcr «urviveil toe 
figt't and through tbe merry of the 
ft »rem gods spere-l their ltvpa then 
ftra.i’.ined tl«e bli^urA T! w »raid 
ciwwive of no ctrenmstancro, wheraby 
fu ritiro effi r! wouM 1« itf the least 
craJL

Tfiie sea * (rev tn ftrrv. The txs- 
1 rarst itf strœgtl. was upon Simon ; 
th another motneu« tre would be ex- 
tmusttd. The b«y tmd suffered ter­
rible ptmlslunent from Cto blows of 
the rifle elicit. île recMlal once mora 
then ftingnd. wtth taMlertt », «^cd. 
IDs huge paw, wfth all Ms might be- 
ht™; it rtrarh the wenpon from 81 
moo’s band.

It shirt through the gir seeujlngt. 
ii'moet as firet as the bolléis « fed 
uftefl prppeiUr'. trrraj (tg murrio, ar.J 
rarartt the trunk a »rea 8o hard 
tt entne tturi the l.»rS wny gf ettrpe 
they heard Ore ring <ff tbetal. The 
bear rock«* ft rrnrd orce more nfltj 
rtrtxk again And then all the arrand 
that »as left wire th»- aerie cnrnilirfnt 
of tire wind.

Sin««, lay still. The brine ti^> 
woe raw. fits trail bad ard-d fitting- 
,V—<r the grfjp of snet. [»raere as Wi v 

t)i«cal of hlmecif. But the bear «id 
;xrt trop him to ura. hfe üt_,u
Foe an Instant be stood like A stante 
to gray st. tre. tread lowarol as tí in 
a wrar.rn rii’.jiJe of thi»¿it 
the «reut t.Ä*y ut Urox* xx ¿-ro 
Ate : ira bel i rurned ab»««. , jrs
"WM* nprr »ne (won. l«ff te flfcj ûo» 
««fi to «e» them.

Fhen he t rued agata and trend"*, off 
Jrarfjr, fieli . iran»ly ’.irectly Ux« L» 
Cere »li the tora.

CHAPTtM XXXI

The flirr’-p alme«!
•urftt th*» KHier’s form aofl 
tor*.' »trentia. iacg ;t 
V» uw re<' be « d quriièy

If 4>- 
Etoacr 
Ltade 
Alt)

not here as well as anywhere elseT
The horse on i-------

scanty blankets was miles away _ 
now; its trucks were obscuredJnJb^ 
kt .w and they C— —— 
way to any shelter that might Ire con- 
ceuled among the ridges.

B irefore the question w An!.-. L 
a st» g».- note had cotne into his voice. 
It was as if Mb attention bad been 
called from Ids words by 1
much rn-re momentous. Tbe troth 
wns tba’ ¡t had bra:, caught and held 
ny a rurtras exi re.-slon on the girls 
to«e. U1 at «race she sprung to her
frat

•Hr: r*!" she cried, 
there's a way yet A 
ehan e. but maybe a way . 
v,.ur rill.— Mirren's Is lraikne-mid 
(»me v 1th ma."

Without waiting for bta 
struck off 1nt<> 1— ------
the huge footprints of the bear 
num struggled with: himself, 
mom.«; nil that «os left of his reserve 
supple if «toetig’ ;. and leaped up- He 
snatched Ms rite from tbe ground 
•chert SltrreD bail tirown 
Instant was besltte her. 
were blazing.

"Maybe it just means 
tare," b—-----------

which was tied their 
was miles away by

could nd thelr

‘T‘i'rliai>H 
lone I' 'fig 
yet ' ’«

the storm, following 
The 

sum-

Her clieeks

further tor- 
v^._, rbe confessed to him, •‘but don't 
you want to make every effort we can 
t- save ourselves! I Arab yen tnmt to 
fi.rijt till tbe last breath?“

rllie » lanced up and saw bcr answer 
tn tbe gr» wing strength of Ms l’ti'ra. 
Tlien bls words spofce too. “As long 
as tbe stlghtest charace remalna,” be 
replied.

•'And- jraull forgive me tl tt comes 
to txrthing?*'

Be smiled dimly. She to'di fresh 
heart «hen sbe saw be still had 
Strength enough to sniila "'You don't 
lioyj to ask me that*

fi*A &o&dM ago an idea came to 
me—tt came so Straight arid sure it 
wee a« if a. '.l’toe told tro" she ex­
plained burriemy. She didn’t look at 
Mu agula *Bhe hept her eyes intent 
updo tbe 
To miss 
that world of whirling snow, to lose 
them forever. "It was after tbe bear 
bad killed Btmon uml had gone away. 
Be acted exactly as if be thought of 
something and went out to do it—ex­
actly ng If be bad a <h«ttnadon tn 
vi'^o. Ptfinb vera see—th» linger 
seemed to dis tn httn and be startod 
off tn tire face of Ore storm I've 
watched tbe trays of antaale to. long 
not to know that be bu»J somethin tn 
view. It ymsrfit food; he would hiiire 
uttartreti the body of the boree, ar 
even 8tmon*s body. If be had Jost 
been running away or wan«k?rtag. be 
would hm». ¡.-one with tire wind, oct 
against tt. Be was ftraate ned from tbe 
tight—-peri rep- dytnift--and I tbtat»—"

He ftnlt b ’. tbe .«ertenoe for her. 
breathlessly 
shelter*

"Yes. You know. Bruce -the t»cirs 
ft.fbernute every year 
hope now—that the Killer has 
to wnne euro i.q knows at*rat to 
nate until this storm is over, 
from tb»» way ! a stsrti 1 -»ft •< 
and srj rtralgliL that It’s 
UA»al<j be cr, ,rrt ,,, t|v 
and if we could tol.-e it 
Mtu Wv "'Atbl me he a tiro 
s low vm tdn't ;• it >,jt 
n»ran life- anti wv could a 
tl... stt rm

'You rv
< Briridga'

"Yea ’
tr«
ri S-

fn the ßik>uk 
M EMvnt, in

wr\;ìt ta>» gntn# fc-WiVd

Tbaf*¥ m.v i»ne

!»
T think

•rirv
(H*rr î r 

ftorrn.
awn y fron» 

thiif tbo 
it woühl

1 »! I Wi K ■ r>

T

r

■HH t T.-.-hi,
But

lu. >re swif’i) C -u 
..- -aid tell bj - 
track-.- that they 
I » liln .l him

Tbvy sooi I w-;,: 
'■rore mount u 
left the undwLri-.V 
tire .jjHm tiini.»>r. 
Brace, who n».,i 
1511.1*11 tvJtt. HfTeil 
t‘ta through th». 
out the outline of -be bear, 
du’s tnsplmtkn ha,. ,

There wus a tedgv-

e avara hwt tire? 
km rtdge. Tlrey 
and etne-ged Int.» 
And ali at raice 

wtillted ir. front, 
trami, no»! pofoted 
(Itrrrlro t'ny mode 

Ad»’ TJn- 
come trae

, _ K rock? lari tnrnet- « pto«^ g,*; M fJ>1 
saaiios bsd icwd In tire btestlng sur. of 

8 b‘0,'k “'*• ‘n
to» sidft Tire r proto-re hr.d v,xra nta,»st 
^ered whh thè mow. and tbey saw 
tool Oc greci creatore was roooptng 
uww tfe remainder of tte whtte drtft 

J» naw. fhev TBlf?4
,ea^?-wl<ter r”nB,!’ ' 

fece of thè
"Kwrt 

gets insidi-
■.ut,’’
t We «terek b.t» hf!rt. tt<B1

in n-e

*If tx 
tr* t-pf

4; had
toe rto

to oratwMj

Bo walk*«! f. r.,'7 -. nM1__ n„
!' WirtflT.^

ch,WK Tte, K.¡UJ J/ 3* toTrtble 
and X* X* hb ’**’ 
»n i t ff«rr.<^ aet'n

*>«t. M Traïr t <*,c
toe t^rrri. tn ofL » i-c

J dorr .-toa-fij- 
And he fcan ed the

ami he-muri 
ng tta annui

a

ontll it
- -VHOCf» 
terrible

t-nutt am»
Ms did -

(■etwvrea

«a U. «fifleh C ‘'rï“fo22’û4 ,tC’ 
* tt*«i JrotMy reta
Ï11* f*ear kvipec f. ru-nro

•*1« rtt'Xb ’-ra.«J?,8 1 aD’ Î» 

«* «rod ík ibú toje
Rire eeia»

i

i

H©

pared for this very recoil, aDj 
sj rung aside Just as the eiaB1 
past.

.Uid the Killer would hunt 
tn Trull’s End. At tbe end 
I.tip lie fell, bls great body q^ 
strangely In the snow Th\- » 
gone straight home where It had •' 
aimed, and tbe charge itself hud», 
mostly muscular reflex. He j . 
at last a gray, mammoth tignri- « 
wus majestic eve^i tn death.

No more would tbe deer stu*. 
with terror at th«' sr and of hi« *

MarkoC the Little Space of Qr 
Squarely Betvreen th« Two Riddi 
Ino ftjre*. ■■•

step In tire fhicket. No more 
' tire herds fly Into stampede 

sight of Ms great shadow 
moonlit frase- Tbe last of the 
grizzlies bad gone tire uuy 
breed.

• • • • •
To Bruce and Ltndu. 

breathless and awed tn 
flurries, his death imaged 
if an <rtd radere—<h< last 

I tta forces of tbe wild 
' n rnlnst conquering iaan 

was pathos tn It, too Then w 
synrtvg of mighty l>rei»ds bun l ied 
destroyed.

Bnt tt>e ptrws u-ero left. Those 
¡ml symbols of tbe wlldranes»- 
-rf powers treyrrail tiie wlhierne 
still stood straight and grand and 
missive atxree them While t'rae 
lived, nt knot, they woulil still I 
tliefr watch over the wllderiere. I 

( would still Stand » rvet and Iran 
t?»e buffetl:-/ of 'be stoffn 'irei ,r 
¡nd in thrtr h!.»-k ’ .»'If .«s ’lj h 
'.«•ace.

fids ci. vvni tbut whs iraral«! 
fire.m trail a n-'k C<xT am! had I 
1» liov il out by ninninx wtf-rln 
past. Ln-.'-e hu'lt a fir* at Its 

» « r.j. ,»f tbe leap’ne r thiii
r<n<1ed down into It, and tt"' lit" 
inc warmth '•'••■“ i bi'irtlntl":i 
r i'b th< irlftinc raou ha»l 
coi o’ the aperture 

—v, ,,er" n
•Is done,'' Brm.'e tol l L 

tr Id» him In the so 
tlnv rat’»» have a 'fill 
car <nrt inhre from t! 
grizzly ralx’n st r.e-'t 
wood under tbe snow. 
rti.Trn is over, we ran e»t «w t* 
and walk irai.“

Sire eni a long time »vifhc:: ji 
tug "And otter thnf sl* *H‘

He atr’led “No a* ».now »i* 
days before tbo thirtieth ',w* 
?ards up brae nevw lust 
four day& 
to get 
.■ouris, 
rest of 
I.ludA."

Efls hwTuhs gnqred for I*’ 
laid It «gnlr»t Ms ill* 
■rtbor j an,] «tie stroked tils 
balr H.-r ej-es vere lnftra | 
firefight

“And Rfitra rbo« -ufter i$ 1 
settle»*.? Yim wfll cw* *•* 
mountain«'?" ..

*'OouM I ever leave Kk1” 
rtnhncd. “Of rouTSA 
dnr.’t know whet I rah *’ 
except mayt« to establish r 
my father’s Md farm. Th.' 
«lied »r hi. acri». I train ve 
ti .-i tire tiaxiifio "f * pk* ’ 
nature."

'll wns whet to« <rP' 
Bruce," «tre told hto lr 
you IdreTe’s m harilrad 
and rtre«- ’’swLeuu'!—«ocro 
Tati’ve >.-(4 ne" strength'- 
cuujo trko hold »rd tnsl 
Oh Ureir l.a' --and 
fill all these hills 
Sire «trotchef* rrat her arn* 
at otice «he drill 
(n supplication. But t*r 
rei.-alr.eit the obi i erri ** 
learned to love wins» rf* 
“Brurrt, hare I cot to * 
tngr

Elie
anas 
lough rang lc the ra'Ct^

“Oft, my dec"f'St­
oyes lighted lu i’s 
aak for everyt hlnp- 
that 1 um ; Ami a “** ‘ 
this minuto—r

"lesF'
“—la Just—a Itii* 
She gave it to bto 

dernew of her soft ’4* 
sifted down ootsi'N 
ei 'ke to odc aD'zt^‘* ÌL 
seemed tooetly grirt 
’01ce*

(TEW

U’e'vt* got p^nV 0 
tbe ductnuent (3 n 1 
T’-** taw ulll (fa Tlta 
tta Temerà. v

grrom.nl
fall.ru
nrft.ro

